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NOTICE. 

This volume, commencing with the administration. 
( sir George Prevost, in 1811, brings the history of 
to province down to the close of 1822 ; relating the 
iflitary and naval operations in the Canadas, during 
t| late war with the United States — parliamentary 
piceedings, and other important public matters in 
Lwer Canada,with ample notices of the impeachments 
ofchief justices Sewell and Monk, and subsequently 
of ylr. justice Foucher — and their results — the several 
adninistrations of sir Gordon Drummond — Sir John 
Cospe Sherbrooke — the duke of Richmond — Mr. Monk 
— sr Peregrine Maitland — and the first and second 
yeais of lord Dalhousie's administration — containing 
a variety of statistical and other useful and interesting 
information relating to the government, and public 
affairs of tb province during that period — the call upon 
the assembV, in 1818, to make provision for the civil 
list, pursuait to its offer in 1810 to that effect — the be- 
ginning of tie so called ^' financial difficulties" arising 
from it, belveen the executive government and the 
assembly— 4io misunderstanding with Upper Canada, 
on matters of finance — ^introduction of the union bill 
in 1822, in the house of commons, in consequence 
thereof-— consternation in Lower Canada by reason of 
the projected union — ^petitions for and against it, and the 
arguments pro and con, as given at public meetings^ 
and embodied in the petitions forwarded to England on 
the subject. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

8ut.- general Sir George Prevost arrives from Halifax — 
issumes the government— major-general Brock adminit:- 
rator of the government in Upper Canada — parliament 
neeta^proceedings— bill for the better preservation of 
is M^iesty's government lost— alien bill also—miliiia bill 
■assed- liberal provisions in contemplation of war— fiii- 
(ices of 1811— prorogation — finances,&c.— "the Henry 
joiy^ — bur battalions of militia embodied in contemplation 
« war — var declared against Great Britain by the United 
iiates — Itgislalure convoked — measures adopted — sscden- 
try mllitK do garrison duty in Quebec and Montreal — 
r*tous aiemblage at tachine — put down — hostilities! 
ccnmence— Micliillimackinac taken from the enemy — 
geieral Hil invades Up|)er Canada — driven back upon 
Detroit— cpitulation and surrender of that fort to general 
Brock — geeral Hull and his army sent to Montreal pri- 
soners of ^r— armistice between Sir George Prevost and 
general D&irborn, commanding the American forces, 
disalloweiby the president of the United States. 

Aftek an interregnum of nearly three t:hap. 
months, Sr George Prevost, the late lieut.- ^^ 
governor (f Nova Scotia, arrived at Quebec, isii. 
and assuned, on the 14th September, 1811, 
the goveriment of Lower Canada, as successor 
to Sir James H. Craig, in command of the 
british north american provinces. The popu- 
lariry of his administration in Nova Scotia, 
afforded a hope that his government in Lower 
Canada, would prove more auspicious than the 
preceding. The trying juncture into which the 
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Chap, policy of America hurried these provinces- 
^^ impressed the people with serious apprehen- 
1811, sions, and all parties seemed to concur in ^ 
desire for unanimity, as essential to the publii 
security. 

Soon after his excellency's arrival, majoi 
general Brock was appointed president ar 
administrator of the government in Upper C 
nada, instead of lieut.-governor Gore, who h 
recently retired. To obtain a local knowledge' 
the frontiers of the lower province, which w# 
likely soon to become the theatre of war, iS 
excellency, shortly after his arrival, set out>n 
a tour of inspection, visiting in the districof 
Montreal, the forts of St. John, Chamly* 
William Henry, and the military josition in 
their neighbourhood. From the period of his 
arrival until the opening of parliamat, weaieet 
with no extraordinary occurrence. 

The parliament met on the 21st c February, 
1812. The governor in his speea informed 
the legislature that having been appointed by 
the Prince Regent to the chief command of 
the british american provinces, he lad hasten- 
ed, in obedience to his orders, to issume the 
administration of Lower Canada, tut that his 
commission not having arrived, he continued to 
administer the government under a provisional 
authority to that effect. He congratulaled them 
on the brilliant achievements which had attend- 
ed the british arms in the deliverance of Por- 
tugal, and for the rescue of Spain from the 
tyranny of the ruler of France. " Notwith- 
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standing" — said he — ^^ the astonishing changes chap 
that mark the age in which we live, the inha- ^^^ 
bitants of this portion of the empire have 1812. 
witnessed but as remote spectators the awful 
scenes which desolate Europe ; and while 
Britain, " buih by nature for herself against 
infection and the hand of war," has had her 
political existence involved in the fate of sur- 
rounding nations, you have hitherto, undisturbed 
in the habitations of your fathers, viewed with- 
out alarm the distant storm which now seems 
bending its course towards this peaceful and 
happy region." He recommended an increased 
and unremitting care and vigilance in securing 
the colony from either open invasion or insi- 
dious aggression, and he hoped the parliament 
would testify its loyalty by an early attention to 
those acts, which experience had proved 
essential for the preservation of his Majesty's 
government, as also by its readiness in supply- 
ing government with such aid as should be 
suitable to the exigence of the times, by ena- 
bling the loyal Canadian subjects to assist in 
repelling any sudden attack made by a tumul- 
tuary force, and effectually to participate in 
the defence of their country against a regular 
invasion at any future period. 

The assembly in answer, assured the gover- 
nor that they would give their attention to those 
acts which he regarded as essential to his 
Majesty's government, notwithstanding the re- 
pugnance they might feel from an improper use 
of one of them, and the bad effecl§» vi\v\ckv 



'han. might have resuhed therefrom to his Majesty's 
trovernment, had it not been for the unshaken 

812. fidelity of his Majesty's loyal Canadian subjects, 
and their conviction of the goodness of his 
government, and the transient inconveniences 
which, from the common fate of human things, 
were inevitable: assuring him however, that 
the confidence they placed in his excellency, 
considerably diminished their fears of the use 
which might thereafter be made of this act. In 
reply to this, the governor briefly expressed 
his regret that they should have thought it 
expedient to revert to any proceedings which 
had taken place under any one of those acts, 
and earnestly recommended to them as the most 
effectual means of ensuring tranquillity to the 
province, and of evincing their zeal for the 
public good, to direct their attention solely to 
the present situation of affairs. 

But they were too deeply concerned in the 
events of the last administration to leave them 
at rest, and at an advanced period of the session 
they came to the resolution : — 

•' 'I'liat it is a justice due to the good character of his 
Majesty's Canadian subjects in this pjovince, that some 
measure should be adopted by this house, to acquaint his 
Majesty of the events which tooii place in this province 
under the admini!»tration of Sir James Henry Craig, its 
late governor, and the causes which gave rise to the same ; 
in order that his Majesty, in his paternal goodness, may 
take such steps as will prevent the recurrence of a similar 
administration, which tends to misrepresent the good and 
faithful people of this province, and to deprive them of the 
r^onfulence and affection of his Majesty, and from feeling 



the good effects of his government, in the ample manner (;^p 
that the law has provided." XiV. 

It was, in addition to this, resolved, on motion ^^ 
of Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr. L. J, Papineau, 
** that an inquiry be made into the state of the 
province, and the public events which took 
place, under the administration of Sir James 
Henry Craigj and into the causes that gave 
rise thereto."* A committee of five members, 
was appointed accordingly to proceed upon 
the inquiry — consisting of Messrs. Lee, L. J. 
Papineau, P. Bedard, Viger and Papineau, 
to whom Messrs. Bellet, Roi and Blanchet 
were subsequently added, and upon motion of 
Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr. L. J. Papineau, it 
was resolved, " that the said committee be a 
secret committee." The result of its labours 
has never transpired ; and it would seem that 
these resolutions were not carried into effect, 
•owing to the intervention of more urgent con- 
-cerns. In the mean time a bill, " for the better 
preservation of his Majesty's government," was 
passed, and sent down from the legislative 
council to the lower house. Here several 
amendments were proposed, the principal one 
of which was, to transfer the power formerly 
vested in the executive council, of imprisoning 
persons suspected of treasonable practices, to 
the governor or person administering the gov- 

* The division on this, was as follows : — 

Yeas — Messieurs Bruneau, L. J. Papineau, M. Caron, Desbleds, 
Robitaille, Francois Caron, Louis Roi, Borgia, Bellet, Bernier, Lee, 
Blanchet, and Pierre Bedard. — (13.) 

Nays — Messieurs Mure and Cuthbert. 

A 2 
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chaj). ernment alone; and a proviso that nothing 
^^^* contained in it " should be construed to extend 
^[^ to give power to imprison or detain any mem- 
ber of either house of the provincial parliament, 
by virtue of and under the authority of the act.'* 
The alien bill had in like manner been passed 
in the council and sent dovs^n to the assembly, 
who also amended it. The legislative council 
disapproving of the amendments, a conference 
ensued ; but both branches persevering in their 
opinions, the bill was lost, much to the satis- 
faction of the lower house ; the alien bill was 
lost in like manner. 

The consideration of appointing an agent in 
England was resumed by the house, but not 
determined upon. The expedience of providing 
a fund for the payment of members of the 
house of assembly was also discussed, and a 
bill introduced to that effect, which how- 
ever failed. On motion, by Mr. L. J. Papineau, 
that this bill be engrossed, it was moved in 
amendment by Mr. Lee, to leave out the 
words "be engrossed," and insert "hath a 
tendency to increase in this house the number 
of persons who from want of education, are 
incapable of judging of the spirit of the consti- 
tution in its effects.'* — This brought upon the 
mover a shower of invective, and was over- 
ruled, by a vote of 14 to 4.* The bill was cast 
aside in the upper house. The militia bill 

♦ Yeas — Messieurs Irvine, Debartzch, Mure and Lee. — (4.) 
Nays — Messieurs Bruneau, Louis Roi, Huot, Bellet, L. J. Papi- 
ncaii, A\i^ufi\\n Caron. Vigjer, Gauvreau, J. B. BeUard^ Kobitailie, 
Lur/it*, JSernior, Dcshiabit and Blouiu. — (H.) 



passed after much debate in the lower house, chap. 
The governor was authorized by it to embody ^^^ 
two thousand bachelors between the age ofi8i2. 
eighteen and twenty-five for three months in 
the year ; and in case of invasion or imminent 
danger thereof, to retain them for one year, 
relieving one half of the number embodied, by 
fresh drafts at the expiration of that period. In 
the event of war, invasion, insurrection, or 
imminent danger thereof, he was empowered 
to embody the whole militia of the province, 
should it become necessary. No substitutes 
were to be allowed, nor were commissioned 
officers permitted ,to take any militiamen as 
servants, under a penalty of ten pounds for 
every offence of that nature. These provisions 
were however winked at in actual service. It 
was made penal to enlist any militiaman into the 
regular forces, and such enlistment was de- 
clared null. Twelve thousand pounds were 
granted by the legislature, one moiety for 
drilling and training the local militia, the other 
for other purposes of the militia act. Twenty 
thousand pounds were granted, to be employed 
for such services as the safety of the province 
and the exigence of the times might require, and 
the further sum of thirty thousand pounds cur- 
rency, to be at the Governor's disposition in 
case of war between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica. These liberal supplies enabled the govern- 
ment to contemplate the approaching contest 
with confidence in the patriotism and support 
of the provincial legislature, and of the whole 
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Chap, mass of the Canadian population. On the nine- 
xi^ teenlh of May the governor prorogued the 

1812. legislature. 

In proroguing the session, he thanked the 
assembly for the labour they had bestowed 
upon the improvement of the militia system, 
and for the increased means they had afforded 
him for the defence of the province. He also 
expressed his best thanks for the proofs he had 
received of their confidence in his administra- 
tion, by the very liberal provision they had 
made for the exigencies of the public service. 

The revenues of the last year (1811) 
amounted to £75,162, currency, — the civil 
expenditure to *£49,017, sterling. The sala- 
ries to officers of the legislature and contingen- 
cies amounted to £3,934, sterling, more. — 
The number of vessels cleared at Quebec, was 
532, amounting to 116,687 tons, of which 37 
had that year been built at Quebec, containing 
12,688 tons- 

About this time a ferment existed in the 
neighbouring republic, excited by the discovery 
of the " Henry Plot,^ as it was called, exagge- 
rated by the United States government into an 
attempt on the part of this government, to bring 
about a revolution in the eastern states, and to 
dissolve the union. John Henry, an adventurer, 
of some talents and address, is said to have been 
by birth an Irishman, and to have emigrated 
when a youth to America, where through the 
interest of friends, he was appointed a captain 
in the militia, and from thence bore the style 



of captain Henry. Not succeeding in the States cha];. 
to the extent of his wishes, he misfrated to ^^"^ ' 
Montreal, where he found means to ingratiate 1812. 
himself with the principal personages of this 
province, and commenced his studies at law, 
with a view of qualifying himself for a seat in 
the judiciary of Upper Canada, to which he 
was already ambitious enough to aspire. He 
was recommended by some of those at Mont- 
real who patronised him, to the governor, who 
from the proceedings of the federal faction in 
the eastern states, suspected a desire on their 
part, to form a political connection with Great 
Britain. In order, therefore, to ascertain the 
real state of parties and their views, Henry, 
being acquainted with the country, was select- 
ed for the mission, and readily accepted of it, 
proceeding to Boston, where he sauntered 
away his time in the public houses, writing 
from time to time to Canada,* his views of 
passing events, but conveying no information 
that the public newspapers of the day did not 
give. Henry, however, estimated his services 
much beyond any thing his employer was dis- 
posed to admit of, and therefore resorted for a 
compensation to the government at home. In a 
memorial to lord Liverpool, stating his vServices, 
he suggested that the appointment of judge 
advocate general of Lower Canada, with the 
salary of five hundred pounds per annum, or a 
consulate in the United States, sine curay would 



This happened in the course of the winter of 1809, 
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Ch^. be considered by him as a liberal discharge of 
^^ any obligation that the government entertained 
1812. in relation to his services. The minister, unwil- 
ling, it would seem, to recognise him as a british 
agent, coolly referred him back to the colonial 
government, then in charge of Sir George Pre- 
vost. Chagrined with disappointment, he imme- 
diately made his way back to America, where, 
upon receiving a stipulated sum from the United 
States government, (fifty thousand dollars it 
was said) he gave up to it his correspondence 
with Sir James H. Craig, or rather with his 
secretary, Mr. Ryland. The traitor, soon after 
this, left the United States for France. 

Sir George Prevost, it was soon observed, 
cultivated to souplesse unbecoming, as some 
thought, his station, those who had been parti- 
cularly obnoxious to his predecessor, reinstat- 
ing them in their military rank, taking them 
into his confidence, and placing them, as oppor- 
tunities offered, in situations of honor, trust, 
and emolument, by that means soothing them, 
flattering their partisans^ and reconciling the 
mass to unanimity and combined action for the 
approaching war — a policy, though it gave 
offence at the time to many, at once equitable, 
wise, successful. 

The governor, by a general order of the 28th 
May, directed the levy of, and organised four 
battalions of embodied militia in virtue of the 
new Act. The alacrity w^th which they were 
filled, reflected credit upon the Canadians. 
A regiment of Canadian Voltigeurs was raised. 
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and placed under the command of Major De chap. 
Salaberry,(a gentleman of a respectable french ^^^• 
Canadian family, patronised by his royal high- i^jio. 
ness the duke of Kent, who procured him and 
two brothers, both of whom died honorably in 
the service, commissions in the british army,; of 
the 60th regiment of foot, which, in the course 
of the war, distinguished itself. 

On the 18th June, Congress declared war 
against Great Britain, and on the 24th, the 
event was known at Quebec. The province 
was, however, now, in some measure, prepared 
for defence. A notification was immediately 
made by the police, that all american citizens 
must leave Quebec by the 1st July, and be out 
of the limits of that district, on the third of the 
same month. On the last day of June, the 
period was extended by the governor's procla- 
mation : fourteen days were allowed to such . 
americans as were in the province, as they 
were principally persons who had entered it in 
good faith and in the prosecution of commercial 
pursuits. On the same day, proclamations 
issued imposing an embargo upon the shipping 
in the port, and convoking the legislature for 
the 16th of July. 

At the opening of the session, the governor 
briefly informing the parliament of the recent 
declaration of war by America, said, he relied 
upon the spirit of his Majesty's subjects in the 
province, their attachment and zeal for the 
religion of their forefathers, their loyalty to 
their Sovereign, and their ardent love for the 
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Chap, true interests of their country ; and that he 
^^^' should depend implicitly under divine provi- 
1812. dence, upon their best exertions aided by the 
courage and loyalty of the militia, and by the 
valour, skill, and discipline of his Majesty's 
regular forces, for repelling every hostile 
attempt that might be made upon the colony. 
He observed with concern that the necessary 
establishment of the militia forces, together 
with the various services and operations of the 
approaching campaign, would be attended with 
considerable expense, but that he relied upon 
their wisdom and public spirit, for such supplies 
as the exigencies of affairs might be found to 
require: he at the same time expressed his 
approbation of the embodied militia, and his 
confidence in their increasing discipline, which 
encouraged an expectation that they would 
materially contribute to the defence of their 
country. 

In thanking his excellency for his opening 
speech, the assembly said, — 

*^ We feel grateful to your excellency for assembling us 
at a crisis when called upon, by every principle of duly, 
and every consideration of interest, to exert our united 
efforts in support of our sovereign's rights, and for the 
defence of this important portion of his Majesty's dominions, 
and your excellency may rely on our zealous co-operation 
in every measure tending thereto. 

" We cannot but regret that the determined hostile dispo- 
sition of the american government, has frustrated the earnest 
endeavors of our gracious sovereign, for the preservation of 
amity with the United States, and that it has finally mani- 
fested itself in a declaration of war, notwithstanding the 
convincing proofs so repeatedly afforded by his Majesty, of 
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the justice of his cause, of the moderation of his pretensions, chap. 
and of his sincere desire for a continuance of peace. XIV. 

'* Your excellency may place full confidence in the spirit v^^^*^ 
of his Majesty's subjects throughout the province; their ^^^'^ 
attachment and zeal for the religion of their forefathers, 
their loyalty to their sovereign, and their ardent love for the 
true interests of their country, are such strong incitementt:, 
that no threats of the enemy will intimidate them, nor will 
they be deluded by any insidious efforis ihey may make. 

*• Proud of the confidence your excellency is pleased to 
place in the exertions of his Majesty's Canadian subjects, 
and in the courage and loyalty of the militia, we confidently 
promise to ourselves a happy and fortunate result to any 
hostile attempt that may be made on this colony, whilst that 
courage and loyalty have the aid and support of the irieil 
valor, skill and discipline of his Majesty's regular forces. 

* • * » » « \Yg are much gratified by your 
excellency's expressions of satisfaction at the good conduct 
and increasing discipline, your excellency has lately wit- 
nessed in the incorporated battalions of militia, and we are 
convinced that they will be found essentially to contribute 
towards the defence of the province against every hostile 
attack." 

The public coffers were drained, and the 
governor to obviate the deficiency, resolved to 
issue army bills payable either in cash, or in 
government bills of exchange on London, but 
tfie concurrence of the legislature in this 
measure being indispensable, as well to insure 
their currency, as to provide funds for the 
payment of the interest that might become 
due upon them, two private and confidential 
messages were sent to the house of assembly 
by the governor ; one submitting to its consid- 
eration the necessity of immediately strengthen- 
ing the hands of government,by arming him with 
authority to suppress any attempt to produce dis- 

VOL. II B 
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Chap, order or insubordination, and for the immediate 
^^ punishment of any offences which might inter- 
1812. rupt or endanger the public tranquillity, which 
he trusted the legislature would have the less 
hesitation in doing, from its conviction that be 
could at all times by virtue of his commission 
avail himself of the power of declaring martial 
law to its fullest extent : and from the persuasion 
which he trusted was entertained by the house, 
that in seeking from them a partial exercise of 
it, he could have no other object in view than 
the preservation of the tranquillity and welfare 
of the province, with the least possible iujury 
to the public convenience. The other repre- 
sented the want of specie to satisfy the demands 
of the increasing militia and military establish- 
ments, and the impossibility of procuring 
money to the extent required for government 
bills of exchange. He at the same time laid 
before the house, an opinion and advice of the 
executive council, recommending the issue of 
army bills under certain conditions to the 
amount of two hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds currency. He therefore called upon 
the house of assembly for such aid as might be 
deemed expedient for the accomplishment of 
an object, rendered more peculiarly important 
by the present extraordinary crisis of public 
affairs, and strongly recommended to them the 
adoption of such measures as should give confi- 
dence in those bills, and guard both the public 
and individuals against the possibility of any 
loss to arise from them. 
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The house of assembly appears to have chai. 
declined any measure tending to sanction a ^*^' 
recurrence to martial law, or at least, to have J^ 
left the responsibility with the governor of 
exercising in the event of need, those powers 
with which he thought himself vested in virtue 
of his commission: the same house however 
in the following session resolved that martial 
law could not be legally resorted to unless with 
the authority of the provincial parliament. 

A bill to facilitate the circulation of army bills 
was introduced, and the liberality of the house of 
assembly surpassed the hopes of the executive. 
Fifteen thousand pounds annually for five years, 
were granted to pay the interest that might be- 
come due upon army bills, of which two hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds were authorized to 
be put in circulation, (large bills of twenty-five 
dollars, and upwards, bearing interest at the 
rate of four pence per day for every one hun- 
dred pounds.) They were made current in 
the revenue, and to have the effect of a legal 
tender, and were redeemable at the army bill 
oflSce, either in cash, or government bills of 
exchange on London, at the option of the 
commander of the forces. Small bills of four 
dollars were at all times payable in cash at the 
army bill oflSce. All contracts in which an} 
distinction should be made between army bills 
and cash, were to be void ; and at the expira- 
tion of five years, all those who might then be 
holders of such army bills, were entitled to 
receive the amount of the same with interest 



16 

Chap, due upon them, out of the provincial treasury. 
^^ To defray the expense of the army bill oflSce 
1812. in issuing, circulating and cancelling the army 
bills, the assembly also granted the further sum 
of two thousand five hundred pounds per 
annum. On the first day of August 1812, this 
bill received the royal sanction, and the gover- 
nor prorogued the parliament, with acknow- 
ledgments for the liberal aid they had granted 
him, to meet the exigencies of the public 
service. This seasonable provision of the 
legislature, at once enabled government to 
meet the demands of the public service, and 
revived the public spirit. 

In the mean time the cities of Quebec and 
Montreal assumed a military aspect. The 
sedentary militia regularly attended drill and 
exercise; and all classes manifested a zeal 
verging upon enthusiasm for the public service. 
On the 5th of July, the regular troops 
having previously left Quebec for the district 
of Montreal, the sedentary militia of the city, 
commenced garrison duty, and the Montreal 
militia soon followed the example.* On the 

• The Quebec militia was relieved of garrison duty on the 12th of 
Auj^T. pursuant to the following general order : — 

*' Militia General Order. 

*' Head-quarters, — Castle of St. Lewis, 

'' Quebec, 3d Aug., 1812. 

•'in consequence of the arrival of a reinforcement of troops for this 
cDinmand, his excellency the governor general is pleased to dispense 
for the present and after the 12th inst., the battalions of Quebec mili- 
tia from garrison duty, The very satisfactory report which has been 
made to his excellency of the zeal and spirit manifested by the oificers 
and men in volunteering in the most patriotic and disinterested man- 
ner to share the duty of this garrison with his Majesty's regular 
forces, has afforded the governor general the most lively gratification, 
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6th, the whole militia of the province, were, chap. 
by a general order, commanded to hold them- ^^ 
selves in readiness to be embodied, and march 1812. 
to such points as might be requisite for the 
defence of the province ; and the flank compa- 
nies of the Montreal militia, were formed into 
a battalion and armed. 

A movement that occurred in the neighbour- 
hood of Montreal at this time, the progress of 
which was, however, promptly checked by the 
interposition of the military,deserves to be men- 
tioned. Some young men who had been drafted 
into the embodied militia from the parish of 
Point Claire, refused to join the battalion into 
which they were drafted: four of the delinquents 
were apprehended after some opposition by 
their adherents, who having rescued one, 
threatened to assemble and proceed to La- 

and confirmed the opinion which he was always disposed to entertain 
of their determination to defend bravely their country, and in imita- 
tion of their veteran fathers, evince by deeds, the loyalty they profess. 
" By order of his excellency the commander in chief, 

" X. Lanaudiere, dept. adjt. gen. of militia/' 

They again resumed garrison duty in October : — 

" The three battallionsof Quebec militia have revived their garrison 
duty by weekly rotation, they want only a little more discipline to be 
complete soldiers. This we expect will be accomplished in a short 
time. That their hearts beat high in their country's cause, there can 
be no question. A spirt of emulation appears to actuate one and all. 
The enemy will do well to keep at a respectful distance. — Quebec 
Mercury, October 6, 1812. 

^' Office of the adjutant general of militia. 

" Quebec, Ist October, 1812. 
'< His excellency the commander in chief has been pleased to rein- 
state Pierre Bedard and Joseph Levasseur Borgia, esqrs. , in the rank 
which Uiey formerly held in the 1st. battalion of Quebec militia, with 
seniority according to the date of their respective commissions. 
" By order of his excellency the commander in chief. 

'< X. Lanaudiere, dept. adj. gen. of militia.'' 
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Chan, prairie, and bring away such of their friends as 
^^ had already joined the embodied militia at that 
1812. depot. On the ensuing day, a mob assembled 
at Lachine, to the number of between three 
and four hundred (some estimate them at a 
greater number,) of whom, nearly eighty were 
armed with fusils and fowling pieces. Deaf to 
remonstrance, it was deemed expedient to call 
out the military, and accordingly the light 
company of the 49th regiment, and a detach- 
ment of artillery with two field-pieces, under 
the command of major Plenderleath, proceeded 
from Montreal, accompanied by a magistrate ; 
who, upon arriving at Lachine, remonstrated 
with the assemblage upon their misconduct. 
They, in answer, gave him to understand, that 
they were informed the militia bill had not 
been sanctioned by the governor and legisla- 
tive council, and that consequently, the militia 
law was not in force. They, however, with 
repeated shouts of vive le roi, declared they 
were ready, one and all, to serve the king 
aajainst the common enemy, should the gover- 
nor call for their services. The ferment was 
already too high to hope for any good result 
from argument. The riot act being therefore 
read, the magistrate ordered them to disperse, 
and upon their refusing to comply, a round 
shot was fired by the artillery, too high to 
injure, in order to intimidate them. This was 
instantly returned by the mob, with small arms : 
a volley was then fired by the troops with 
grape and small arms, but still purposely too 
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elevated to do any harm : this was also return- chap 
ed- Decision became now absolutely neces- ^^^ 
sary, and the troops were ordered to direct "J^ 
their fire against the multitude, who immedi- 
ately dispersed, keeping up a straggling fire 
from the bushes, and concealed by the dark- 
ness, which began to set in. One man was 
found dead, and another dangerously wounded. 
A few prisoners were taken and sent to Mont- 
real. On the following day a detachment of the 
Montreal militia, consisting of four hundred 
and fifty men, marched lo Point Claire, and 
from thence to St. Laurent, in the rear of the 
Island of Montreal, and brought into town, 
twenty-four of the culprits, who, with thirteen 
already in custody, made thirty-seven in all. 
Many others immediately came into Montreal 
to crave the governor's pardon, which, after 
reproving their misconduct and pointing out 
the danger wherein they had placed themselves, 
he granted, upon condition of their giving up 
the deserters of the embodied militia, and 
and declaring the ringleaders. Several of these 
deluded men were afterwards brought to trial, 
and being convicted of rescues and rioting, 
were punished by fine and imprisonment. 

Hostilities had in the mean time commenced 
in Upper Canada, and the most brilliant suc- 
cess dawned upon the british arms in that 
quarter. Captain Roberts who was stationed 
at the small post or block-house of St. Joseph's 
situated on an island in lake Huron, to the 
north-west of Mackinac, and at about forty-five 
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Chap, miles distance, received, on the eighth of July, 
xi^ from general Brock, commanding in Upper 
'J^ Canada, a notification dated on the 26th June, 
of the declaration of war, with orders to make 
an immediate attack upon Mackinac if practi- 
cable; or in the event of an attack by the 
americans upon St, Joseph's, to defend it to the 
utmost, or retreat upon St Mary's, a post 
belonging to the north-west company, at no 
great distance, and to make the best possible 
defence. He, however, at once determined 
upon an attempt against Mackinac, and hav- 
ing communicated his intentions to Mr, Pothier, 
a gentleman of the south-west company, then 
at St. Joseph's, he was confirmed in his reso- 
lution, by the approbation and zeal with which 
Mr. P. concurred in the enterprise ; who, to 
facilitate it, patriotically threw open the stores 
of the company, and laid every thing in them 
that could contribute to its success, at the 
disposition of captain Roberts, and at the same 
. time volunteered his personal services upon the 
expedition, attended by about one hundred 
and sixty Canadian voyageurs, one half of 
whom were armed with muskets and fowling 
pieces. On the 15th of July, captain Roberts 
had prepared his little armament, consisting of 
thirty regulars, with two artillery-men and a 
sergeant, one hundred and sixty Canadians, 
and two iron field pieces, neither of which in 
an emergency could be of much service; and on 
the following day, he set out with his flotilla of 
boats and canoes, convoyed by the Caledonia 
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'brig belonging to the north west company, chap. 
loaded with stores and provisions. On the^^ 
ensuing morning, he effected his landing before 1812. 
Mackinac without opposition, and immediately 
summoned the garrison to surrender, which 
after a few minutes was complied with, without 
the effusion of blood. The american officer 
had no certain intelligence of the declaration 
of war previous to the arrival of the british 
before Mackinac* A quantity of military 
stores of every description suitable for the 
indian trade was found in the fort. Two ves- 
sels with furs, not aware of the capture, came 
shortly after into the harbour, but the property 
was restored to the proprietors, by order of a 
board of claims afterwards held at Montreal, 
at which major general De Rottenburgh pre- 
sided. This achievement, effected by the 
promptitude and judicious arrangements of 
capt. R. not only inspired the country with 
confidence and gave a turn to the present 
campaign fatal to the views of America, but 
by enabling us to maintain our influence 
among the indian nations of the west, which 
otherwise must have been lost, essentially 
contributed to the successful struggle afterwards 
maintained against the american arms in Upper 
Canada. General Hull after the capture of 
his army and the fall of Detroit, in his official 
despatch, relative to these events, attributes 
his disasters to the fall of Mackinac ; upon the 



• The garrison of Mackinac (correctly called Michillimackir.ac) 
consisted of a captain's command of about seventy-five men. 
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Hiaj). surrender of which, as he himself states, almost 
^^^ every tribe and nation of the indians, except a 
J812. psirt of the Miamies and Delawares, north from 
beyond Lake Superior, west from beyond the 
Mississippi, south from Ohio and the Wabash, 
and east from every part of Upper Canada, 
and from all the intermediate country joined in 
open hostility against the army he com- 
manded. 

Previous to the declaration of war, the ame- 
rican government had concentrated a division 
(>f their army ai Detroit, and in the Michigan 
Territory, under the command of brigadier 
general Hull, with the intent of following up 
their declaration, by an immediate invasion of 
Upper Canada, and by that means to intercept 
the british intluence over the indians, as well 
as to maintain co-operating relations with such 
forces as might be elsewhere engaged against 
ihe british provinces. 

On the 12ih of July, this otiicer, possessed 
of discretionary authority from his government, 
and having as he thought a sutFicient force to 
secure an easy and victorious progress in the 
upper province, crossed without opposition 
from Detroit to Sandwich on the british side, 
with about fifteen hundred men. Here he 
established his head quarters, and issued a 
proclamation memorable from the tone in which 
he anticipates the easy conquest of Canada, 
and the hostile threat of extermination and 
indiscriminate slaughter of every- white man 
who should be found fiijhtins: bv the side of an 
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Indian.* General Brock upon receiving thischap. 
proclamation at Fort George, issued on the ^^^• 
22d July a proclamation as remarkable for solid ^^ 
reason and the dignity of its language, as that 

" By William Hull, brigadier general and commander of the north- 
western army of the IJnited Slates. 

"a proclamation. 

<' Inhabitants of Canada ! 

" After thirty years of peace and prosperity the United States have 
been driven to arms. The injuries and aggressions, the insults and 
indignities of Great Britain have once more left them no alternative 
but manly resistance, or unconditional submission. 

" The army under my command, has invaded your country, and 
the standard of UNION now waves over the territory of Canada. To 
the peaceable unoffending inhabitant, it brings neither danger nor 
difficulty. I con'e to find enemies, not to make them, J conie to 
protect, not to injure you. 

*• Separated by an immense ocean, and an extensive wildernesp 
from Great Britain, you have no participation in her councils, nor 
interest in her conduct. You have felt her tyranny, you have seen 
her injustice, but I do not ask you to avenge the one or redress the 
other. The United States are sufficiently powerful to aHbrd you every 
security, consistent with their rights, and your expectations. 1 tender 
you the invaluable blessings of civil, political and religious liberty, 
and their necessary result individual and general prosperity- — that 
liberty which gave decision to our councils and »:iiergy to our »-onduct 
in our struggle for independence, and which conducted us safely and 
triumphantly through the stormy period of tiie revolution. * That 
liberty which has raised us to an elevated rank among the nations of 
the world, and which has afforded us a greater measure of peace and 
security, of wealth and improvement, than ever fell to the lot of any 
people. 

•< In the name of my country and by the authority of my Govern- 
ment, I promise protection to your persons, property and rights. 
Remain at your homes— -puisue your peaceful and customary avoca- 
tions — raise not your hands agaijist your brethren — many of your 
fathers fought for the freedom and independence we now enjoy. 
Being children, therefore, of the same family with us, and heirs to 
the same heritage, the arrival of an army of friends must be hailed by 
you with a cordial welcome. You will be emancipated from tyranny 
and oppression, and restored to the dignified station of freemen. 

'* Had 1 any doubt of eventual success, I might ask your assistance, 
but I do not. I come prepared for every contingency. I have a 
force which will look down all opposition, and that force is but the 
vanguard of a much greater. If contrary to your own interests, and 
the just expectation of my country, you will be considered and treated 
as enemies, the horrors and calamities of war will stalk before you. 
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Chap, of the american, for its presumption.* He 

^^^•« immediately convoked the provincial parliament 

'J^ which assembled on the 28th at York, the 

capital of Upper Canada; and in the mean 

" If the barbarous and savage policy of Great Britain be pursued, 
and the savages are let loose to murder our citizens, and butcher our 
women and children, this war, will be a war of extermination. 

" The first stroke of the tomahawk, the first attempt with the 
scalping knife, will be the signal of one indiscriminate scene of 
desolation. No white man found fighting by the side of an Indian, 
will be taken prisoner — instant destruction will be his lot. Lf the 
dictates of reason, duty, justice and humanity, cannot prevent the 
employment of a force wnich respects no rights, and knows no wrong, 
it will be prevented by a severe and relentless system of retaliation. 

" I doubt not your courage and firmness ; I will not doubt your 
attachment to liberty. If you tender your services voluntarily, they 
will be accepted readily. 

" The United States offer you peace, liberty, and security. Your 
choice lies between these and war, slavery and destruction. Choose 
then, but choose wisely ; and may he who knows the justice of our 
cause, and who holds in his hands the fate of nations, guide you to a 
result the most compatible with your rights and interests, your peace 
and prosperity. 

" W. Hull, 
" By the General, " A. F. Hull, 

" Capt. 13th regt, U. S. Inf. and aid-de-camp. 

Head-quarters, Sandwich, July 12, 1812.' 
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" PROCLAMATION. 

* " The unprovoked declaration or war, by the United States of 
America, against the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and its dependencies, has been followed by the actual invasion of this 
province in a remote frontier of the western district, by a detachment 
of the armed force of the United States. The officer commanding 
that detachment, has thought proper to invite his Majesty's subjects 
not merely to a quiet and unresisting submission, but insults them 
with a csdl to seek volmitarily the protection of his government. — 
Wiiout condescending to repeat the illiberal epithets bestowed in 
this api)eal of the american commander to the people of Upper Canada, 
on the administration of his Majesty, every inhabitant of the province 
is desired to seek the confutation of such indecent slander, in the 
review of his own particular circumstances : where is the Canadian 
subject who can truly affirm to himself that he has been injured by the 
government in his person, his liberty or his property 1 Where is 
to be found, in any part of the world, a growth so rapid in wesdili and 
prosperity, as this colony exhibits 1 — Settled not thirty years, by a 
band of veterans, exiled from their former possessions on account of 
their loyalty, not a descendant of these brave people to be found 



25 

time despatched colonel Proctor with suchch^. 
reinforcements as could be spared, to assume ^^ 
the command at Amhertsburgh, then in charge 1812. 
of lieut. colonel St. George. General Hull 

who under the fostering liberality of their Sovereign, has not acquired 
a property and means of enjoyment superior to what were possessed 
by their ancestors. This unequalled prosperity could not have been 
attained by the utmost liberality of the government, or the persevering 
industry of the people, had not the maritime power of the mother 
country secured to its colonies a safe access to every market where 
the mtxtuce of their labour was in demand. 

<< The unavoidable and immediate consequence of a separation from 
Great Britain, must be the loss of this inestimable advantage ; and 
what is offered you in exchange "i to become a territory of the United 
States, and share with them uat exclusion from the ocean which the 
. policy of their present government enforces — you are not even flattered 
with a participation of their boasted independence, and it is but too 
obvious, that once exchanged from the powerful protection of the 
United Kingdom, you must be re-annexed to the dominion of 
France, from which the province of Canada was wrested by the 
arms of Great Britain, at a vast expense of blood and treasure, from 
no other motive but to relieve her ungrateful people from a cruel 
neighbor: this restitution of Canada to the empire of France was the 
stipulated reward for the aid afforded to the revolted colonies, now the 
United States ; the debt is still due, and tiiere can be no doubt but the 
pledge has been renewed as a consideration for commercial advantages, 
or rather for an expected relaxation in the tyranny of France over the 
commercial world. — Are you prepared, inhabitants of Upper Canada, 
to become willing subjects, or rather slaves, to the despot who rules 
the nations of Europe with a rod of iron % — if not; arise in a body, 
exert your energies, co-operate cordially with the King's regular 
forces, to repel ue invader, and do not give cause to your children, 
when ^oaning under the oppression of a foreign master, to reproach 
you with having too easily parted with the richest inheritance of this 
earth. — a participation in the name, character and freedom of Britons. 
" The same spirit of justice, which will make every reasonable 
allowance for the unsuccessful efforts of zeal and loyalty, will not fail 
to punish the defsdcation of principle : every canaaian freeholder is, 
by deliberate choice, bound by the most solemn oaths to defend the 
monarchy as well as his own property ; to shrink from that engage- 
ment is a treason not to be forgiven : let no man suppose that if in 
this unexpected struggle, his Majesty's arms should be compelled to 
3rield to an overwhelming force, that the province will be eventually 
abandoned ; the endear^ relation of iu first settlers, the intrinsic 
value of its commerce, and the pretensions of its powerful rival to 
repossess the Canadas, are pledges that no peace will be established 
between the United States and Great Britain and Ireland, of which 
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Chap, remained for some time inactive, under pretext 
^^' of making preparation to prosecute the cam- 
J^J^paign with vigour ; but it was the idle hope of 
an early insurrection in his favor that lulled 
him into this supineness fatal to his army. Am- 
herstburgh lay but eighteen miles below him, 
and the mud and picketed fortification of that 
post was not in a condition to make resistance 
against a regular siege. The american, con- 
fident of an easy conquest, had not as yet a 
single cannon or mortar mounted, and to 
attempt to take it at the point of the bayonet he 

the restoration of these provinces does not make the most prominent 
condition. 

" Be not dismayed at the unjustifiable threat of the commander of 
the enemy's forces, to refuse quarter should an Indian appear in the 
ranks. — ^The brave bands of natives which inhabit this colony, were, 
like his Majesty's subjects, punished for their zeal and fidelity by the 
loss of their possessions in the late colonies, and rewarded by his 
Majesty with lands of superior value in this province ; the faith of 
the british government has never yet been violated, they feel that the 
soil they inherit is to them and their posterity protected from the base 
arts so freauently devised to overreach their simplicity. By what 
new principle are they to be prevented from defending their property 1 
If their warfare, from being different from that of the white people, is 
more terrific to the enemy, let him retrace his steps — they seek him 
not — and cannot expect to find women and children in an invading 
army ; but they are men, and have equal rights with all other men to 
defend themselves and their property when invaded, more especially 
when they find in the enemy's camp a ferocious and mortal foe using 
the same warfare which the american commander aflfects to reprobate. 

" This inconsistent and unjustifiable threat of refusing quarter for 
such a cause as being found m arms with a brother sufferer in defence 
of invaded rights, must be exercised with the certain assurance of 
retaliation, not only in the limited operations]of war in this part of the 
King's dominions but in every quarterof the' globe, for the national 
character of Britain is not less distinguished for humanity than strict 
retributive justice, which will consider the execution of this inhuman 
threat as deliberate murder, for which every subject of the ofiending 
power must make expiation. 

" Isaac Brock, maj. gen. and president. 

** Head qtmrters, Fort-George. 22d July, 1812. 
** By order of his honor the president, I. B. Glegg, Capt. A. D. C. 

" God save the King." 

/ 
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wisely thought inexpedient. During this delay chap. 
his situation became more and more precarious : ^^^ 
three detachments from his army were, on three 7812! 
successive days, beaten back by a handful of 
the 41st regiment and a few indians, from the 
bridge over the river Canard, three miles from 
Amherstburghy which they endeavoured to 
seize, in order to open the route to that post. 
Another detachment, in attempting to ford the 
river higher up^ was put to flight by a small 
party of eighteen or twenty indians, who lay 
concealed in the grass. The enemy, panic 
struck at their sudden and hideous yell, 
fled with precipitancy, leaving their arms, 
accoutrements and haversacks. The british 
sloop of war Queen Charlotte, carrying eighteen 
twenty-four pounders, lay in the Detroit river, 
opposite the mouth of the river Canard, so that 
it was impossible for the americans to convey 
by water to Amhertsburgh any artillery, of 
which, after much labour, they had at last 
mounted two twenty-four pounders. Lieu- 
tenant Rolette, a provincial oflScer, commanding 
the armed brig Hunter, had, on the 3d of July, 
at about ten o'clock in the forenoon, by a bold 
attempt in his barge with only six men, suc- 
ceeded in capturing the Cayahoga packet, 
bound from Miami river to Detroit, with troops, 
and loaded with baggage and the hbspital 
stores of the american army, the loss of which 
was now severely felt. Michilimackinac in his 
rear, had been taken since the commencement 
of the invasion, while the Indians froin. that 
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Chap, quarter were flocking in to the british standard. 
^J^ Our naval force being superior on the lake, 
1812. colonel Proctor pushed over to Brownstown, a 
village nearly opposite to Amherstburgh, twenty 
miles below Detroit, a small detachment of the 
41st regiment under the command of captain 
Tallon, with a few Indians, who, on the 5th of 
August, surprised and routed a party of two 
hundred americans under major Vanhorne, on 
their way from Detroit to the river Raisin, to 
meet a detachment of volunteers from Ohio 
under captain Brush, with a convoy of provi- 
sions for the army. In this afiair,a quantity of 
booty and general Hull's despatches to the 
secretary at war, fell into the hands of the 
victors, whereby the deplorable state of the 
american army was disclosed; and colonel 
Proctor lost no time in sending over a rein- 
forcement of one hundred of the 41st regiment, 
with some militia and four hundred Indians, 
the whole commanded by major Muir, under 
protection of the Hunter sloop of war. In the 
interim, the american general received a des- 
patch from general Hall, on the Niagara fron- 
tier, intimating that he could not expect a co- 
operation in that quarter, which would have 
created a diversion in his favour. Such was 
the hopeless state of things when the american 
general began to be sensible of his danger ; 
his army hemmed in on every side, cut off 
from its resources, and hourly wasting away 
with defeat, death, sickness and fatigue, unsup- 
ported by any insurrection of the country peo- 
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pie in his favour, and unaided by any co-chan. 
operating army, and above all, dismayed at the ^^ 
report of general Brock's resolution to advance i8i2. 
against him, his schemes of conquest vanished, 
and in the sinking state of his affairs, he saw no 
other alternative than a retreat to Detroit, 
under the pretence of there concentrating his 
main army, and after re-opening his communi- 
cation with the rivers Raisin and Miami, through 
which he received the whole of his supplies, to 
resume offensive operations against Upper 
Canada. Accordingly, on the evening of the 
seventh and the morning of the eighth of 
August, the whole of his army, except a garri- 
son of two hundred and fifty men and a few 
artillery left in charge of a small fortress they 
had thrown up on the british side, a little below 
Detroit, recrossed the river. General Hull 
now detached a body of six hundred men under 
lieutenant colonel Miller, to dislodge the british 
from Brownstown, and open the communication 
with the rivers Raisin and Miami, upon which 
the existence of his army depended. On the 
ninth, this detachment was met by the british 
and Indians, under major Muir, at Maguago, 
between Brownstown and Detroit, who, after 
a desperate battle, in which the americans lost 
seventy-five men, were obliged to retreat, but 
with inconsiderable loss. On the seventh, 
lieutenant Rolette, with the boats of the Queen 
Charlotte and Hunter, under cover of the guns 
of the latter, attacked and captured a convoy 
of eleven batteaux and boats of the enemy, 

■ c 2- ■ ■ 



Chap, having on board fifty-six of their Woufided> and 
^'^- two english prisoners, on their way from Ma- 
1812. ff^^g^ ^^ Detroit* escorted by two hundred and 
fifty american troops on shore. 

Amidst these reverses of fortune, the ameri- 
can general was startled at a summons t6 surreti- 
der Detroit, by general Brock, who, after 
having closed the public business at York had 
prorogued the parliament, and collecting a few 
regulars and militia, with incredible eitertion, 
had reached Amherstburgh on the 13th of 
August.* So resolute a demand, struck the 
americaa cotntnandei' with dismay, who at the 
worst had never Contemplated a pursuit into his 
own territory by thebritish. He still, however, 

" Head-Quarters, Sandwich, Aug. 15, 1812. 
'* Sill. — Th6 "fofde at my tlisposal authorizes me to require of you 
the imtnecHate surrender of F<M:t Detroit. — ^It is far from my incknb*- 
nation to join in a war of extermination, but you must be aware, 
that ^b hotkierous body of indimis Mrho have attached thetns^veS to 
ray troops, will be beyond my controu] the tooment the contest com- 
mences. You win find me disposed to enter into such conditions as 
"^^lU satisry the most scnlpUlous setiee of honor. Lieut. -Colc^tsl 
JVPDoAnell and Major Gleg^ are fuUy anithorized to conclude any 
arrangeirien't thfet may lead td "pYhveni the unnecessary eMlsion of 
Ukxkl. 

*« I have thfe honour to be, 

"Sit, your most obedi^t isefviint, 
(Signed) ** Ibakc Brock, maior>geiieral. 

" Itis excellency brig, general Itull, commanding at FortDetroit." 

" H)£Ab-QtTJL^i^R9t Dettoit, Au^. 16, 181]^. 

**StR. — ^I have received your letter of this date. I have no other 
r^l^ to^'ake, thkn t6 inform you,^ that 1 am "prfejjared to meet feny 
fotth ^HftAfAt may be at your disj^al and any consequences which 
may result from any exertion of it, you may think (HPoper to make. 

** 1 8tv«!l myself ctfftis opportunity to inform you^hait the^ag-o/ 
ttnctt iwdef the direction of ckptain Brown, proceeded contipary to 
the orders, and without the knowledge of t^ol. Cass, who commanded 
tUb tlbd^>hkh atUek^ ydat pkkel) neAl* thb rivdr Ctttiard Iftidgb. 

** 1 4i]&ewise take this occa8i<m to inform ^ou that Gowle's house 
i^WMtoh'fire, cbB(H£ry 16 iiiy ord^, aiidftaidiittttakd plscfe Mn^ 
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maintained sufficient presence of mind to cUf. 
return a prompt and positive refusal, upon ^'^• 
receipt of which, the british, who now'J^ 
occupied the ground lately in posse.<^ion of the 
enemy in front of Detroit, where they threw 
up a battery under the directions of captain 
DioEon of the royal engineers, commenced at 
about four in the afternoon on the fifteenth, a 
brisk cannonade upon Detroit, from two 5j^ 
inch mortars, one eighteen, and two twelve 
pounders, under the management of captain 
Hall, of the provincial navy, with a party of 
sailors, which was continued for upwards of an 
hour with great effect. Early on the morning 
of the sixteenth, the cannonade recommenced, 
while general Brock with about seven hundred 
regulars and militia, and six hundred Indians, 
crossed the river without opposition at the 
spring wells, three miles below Detroit under 
cover of the Queen Charlotte and Hunter. 
Thi« small but resolute force, after forming 
upon the beach, advanced in column, flanked, 
on the teft by the itidians, with the river of 
Detroit on their right, and took, at the distance 
of a mile, a position in line, in front of the 
amerlcaa fort, into which the enemy had re- 
after the evacuation of the f<r>rt.-^Froin the best infomnoion I 4iave 
been able to obtain on the subject, it waS'Set on fire by aomls af tbe 
inhabitants on the other side of the river. 
" I am, vety tesbectfuUy, 

" Your excelleiicy's most obedient servant, 
(Signed) " W. Htjll, bri^. gen., 

" Commanding the N. W. army of the U. S. 

<< His excellency major rgeoeral Brock, eommandiag bis bntaaoic 
llajesty's forces, Sandwiok, Upper Canada," 
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Chan, tired. Here every preparation was making for 
^^^- an immediate assault, when to the surprise of 
1812. both armies a white flag was seen flying upon 
the walls of the fort, and a messenger advancing 
with proposals from the american general to 
capitulate. Lieutenant colonel McDonnell of 
the militia, and m'ajor Glegg of the 49th regi- 
ment, aid-de-camp to general Brock, immedi- 
ately proceeded by his orders to the' tent of the 
american general, where in a few minutes they 
dictated the terms of capitulation.* By this, the 

• " Capitulation of the fort of Detroit, Aug. 16, 1812. 
Camp at Detroit, 16th Aug., 1812. 

" Capitulation for the surrender of fort Detroit, entered into 
between major-general Brock, commanding his britannic Majesty's 
forces on the one part, and brigadier general Hull, commanding the 
north western army of the United States, on the other part. 

"Art. Ist. — Fort Detroit with all the troops, regulars as well as 
militia will be immediately surrendered to the british forces, under 
the command of major-general Brock, and will be considered prisoners 
of war, with the exception of such of the militia of the Michigan 
territory, who have not joined the army. 

*' Art. 2. — All public stores, arms, and all public documents, includ- 
ing everything else of a public nature will be immediately given up. 

'* Art. 3. — Private persons and property of every description will be 
respected. 

*' Art. 4. — His excellency brigadier-general Hull having expressed 
a desire, that a detachment from the state of Ohio on its way to join 
its army as well as one sent from fort Detroit, under the command of 
colonel M' Arthur, should be included in the above capitulation ; it is 
accordingly agreed to. It is however to be understood that such part 
of the Ohio miUtia as have not joined the army, will be permitted to re- 
turn to their homes on condition that they will not serve during the war. 
Their arms however will be delivered up if belonging to the public. 

" Art. 5. — ^The garrison will march out at the hour of 12 o'clock this 
day, and the british forces will take immediate possession of the fort. 

(Signed) " J. M'Donnell, Lt.-col. militia, P. A. D. C. 

" J. B. Glegg, major, A. D. C, 
"James Miller, Lt.-col. 5th regt., 
" E. Bri^sh, col. U. S. infantry. Com'g 1st 
regt. Michigan militia. 
** Approved W. Hull, brigadier general, commanding the N.W. army. 
*' Approved, Isaac Brock» major general. 



33 

whole of the american army, including a de- chaj>. 
tachment of three hundred and fifty men under ^'^ 
colonels M* Arthur and Cass, despatched onisi:^. 
the 14th for the river Raisin, to escort the pro- 

<< An article supplemental to the articles of capitulation, concluded at 

Detroit, 16th August, 1812. 

<* It is agreed that the officers and soldiers of the Ohio miHtia and 
volunteers shall be permitted to proceed to their respective homes, on 
this condition, that they are not to serve during the present war, 
unless they are exchanged. 

(Sgned) " W. Hull, brig. gen. commanding N. W. army, U. S. 

<< Isaac Brock, major general. 



" An article in addition to the supplemental article of the capitulation, 

concluded at Detroit, August 16, 1812. 

** It is further agreed that the officers and soldiers of the Michigan 
militia and volunteers, under the command of major Wetherell, shall 
be placed on the same principles as the Ohio nulitia and volunteers 
are placed by the supplemented article of the 16th instant. 

(Signed) " W. Hull, brig. gen. , conmianding N.W. army U. S 

(Signed) " Isaac Brock, major general. 

'< Return of ordnance taken in the fort and batteries at Detroit, 
August 16th, 1812. 

ORDNANCE. 
IRON. 

42 pounders 9 

12 do 8 

9 do 5 



6 do 3 



Total 25 



BRASS. 

6 pounders 3 

4 do 2 

3 do 1 

8 inch howitzer 1 

5i do 1 



Total 8 



RECAPITULATION. 

Iron pieces of ordnance 25 

Brass ditto. 8 

(Signed) << Felix Troughton, lieut. commanding royal art'y. 
** Major General Brock, conmianding the forces U. Canada. 

** By Isaac Brock, Esq., major-general, commanding his Majesty's 
forces in the province of Upper Canada, &c. ike, &c. 
« Whereas the territory of Michigan was this day, by capitulation, 
ceded to the arms of his britannic Majesty without any other condition 
than the protection of private proper^, and wishing to give an early 
proof of the moderation and justice of the government, I do hereby 
announce to all the inhabitants of the said territory that the laws here- 
tofore in existence shall continue in force until his Majesty's pleasure 
be known, or so long as the safety and peace of the said territory will 
admit thereof. And I do hereby also declare and make known to the 
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Chap, visions in charge of captain Brush, from thence 
^^^- to Detroit, became prisoners of war ; and 
1812. Detroit with the Michigan territory, sur- 
rendered to the British arms. The american 
statements of their own strength, nearly coin- 
cide with the british reports, which make it 
two thousand five hundred men, regulars and 
militia. The militia were paroled and permit- 
ted to return home, on condition of not serving 
during the present war. The regulars were 
sent down to Quebec. The british force, 
including Indians, is acknowledged by the 
enemy to have consisted of only one thousand 
and thirty men, or thereabout. Our own, no 
doubt the more correct reports, state it to have 
consisted of three hundred and thirty regular 
troops, four hundred militia, and six hundred 
indians, who, upon the present occasion, are 
said not to have sullied the glory of the day by 
any wanton acts of savage barbarity incident 
to the indian mode of warfare. Twenty-two 
pieces of iron and eight pieces^of brass ord- 

said inhabitants that they shall be protected in the full enjoyment of 
their religion, of which all persons both civil and militaiy will take 
notice and govern themselves accordingly. 

<< All persons having in their possession or having knowledge of 
anjr public property shall forthwith deliver, in the same, or give 
notice thereof to the officer commanding or lieutenant colonel Nichol, 
who are hereby duly authorized to receive and give proper receipts 
for the same. 

" Officers of the militia will be held responsible that all arms in 
possession of the militia-men be immediately delivered up, and all 
individuals 'whatever who have in their possession arms of any kind 
will deliver them up without delay. 
• *' Given under my hand at Detroit, this sixteenth day of August, 
1812, and in the fifty-second year of his Majesty's reign. 

(Signed) " Isaac Brock, major-general." 

<' GOD SAVE THj: KINO. 
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nance, the latter chiefly of those taken from us chap. 
in the revolution, with a quantity of stores of ^^^ 
every description, and one armed brig, called 7^ 
the John Adams (afterwards named Detroit,) 
fell into the hands of the victors. 

Thus ended the first attempt at the conquest 
of Upper Canada. The loss of Mackinac and 
Detroit, with the flower of their army at the 
outset of the war, was a disgrace which filled 
the american government with consternation 
and alarm, as their plans of aggrandisement 
were not only totally defeated, but their whole 
western frontier was also now laid open to the 
inroads of hostile indians, and at the mercy of 
a people indignant at the late invasion. 

General Brock having issued a proclamation 
addressed to the inhabitants of the Michigan 
Territory, confirming them in the full enjoy- 
ment of their property, laws and religion, left 
colonel Proctor in command of Detroit, and 
returned to York, where he arrived on the 
twenty-seventh of August, amidst the heartfelt 
acclamations of a grateful people, rescued by 
his promptitude from the ignominy of submit- 
ting to a conqueror. In the short space of 
nineteen days, he had, with the assistance of 
his parliament, settled the public business of 
the province, under the most trying circum- 
stances, and having united and prepared his 
little army, effected a long and fatiguing march 
of some hundreds of miles : and with means 
incredibly limited, repelled an invading enemy 
of double his force, pursued him into his own 
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Chap, territory, and finally had compelled him to 
XIV. surrender his whole army; thereby extending 
Y^ the british dominion without bloodshed, over an 
extent of territory almost equal to Upper Ca- 
nada. General Hull with the officers and men 
of his army, were led into Montreal, on the 
evening of the 6th of September, in a triumphal 
procession^ amidst the shouts of a scornful 
multitude, indignant at the savage threat of 
extermination he had breathed in his procla- 
mation at the outset of his invasion. The 
commander of the forces however, received 
him with the courtesy and attention due to his 
rank, and unsolicited, allowed him to return 
to the states upon his parole ; but his officers 
with few exceptions were sent to Quebec,* 

Our miniature navy on lake Erie, and on 
lake Ontario, though the enemy were making 
the most active exertions, still maintained a 
decided ascendancy, and upon it depended 
the safety of Upper Canada and the future fate 
of the british provinces. General Brock in- 
tended to have followed up his first success by 
an attempt upon Niagara, a fort nearly opposite 
to Fort George ; which in all probability as 
well as Oswego, and Sacket's Harbour, the 
nursery of the enemy's fleet and forces, would 
have yielded to the terror of his name and the 

• General Hull was, some months after his return to the United 
States, and after having been regularly exchanged, tried by a general 
court martial for his misconduct in this campaign. He was found 
guilty and sentenced to be shot, but being recommended on account 
of his services in the revolutionary war, he was pardoned by the 
president of the United States. 
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tide of success that attended his arms ; but chap 
controuled by his instructions, he was prevented ^^ 
from adopting measures, which, probably, might ^[gi^ 
have for ever blasted the hopes of America in 
the upper province. 

The commander of the british forces, con- 
scious of the inferiority of his strength, and 
uncertain of reinforcements from home, seemed 
to have adopted a defensive system, rather 
than incur the risk of wasting his army in 
hazardous enterprises which in ease of failure 
might lead to disasters ruinous to the provinces 
entrusted to his charge. Forbearance to- 
wards America had long been the known and 
favorite policy of Great Britain, and there is 
cause to believe that Sir George Prevost acted, 
in the present instance, pursuant to directions 
from his Majesty's government, which, in the 
hopes of a speedy termination of the differences 
with America, studied, by temporizing, to avoid 
measures tending to widen the breach and give 
cause to the american people to embark heartily 
in the quarrel of their government. 

Major General Dearborn,commander in chief 
of the forces of the United States, had, soon 
after the commencement of hostilities, fixed his . 
head quarters at Greenbush, near Albany, which 
was converted into a military depot, with a view 
of collecting an army to overawe Lower Ca- 
nada, and, by preventing succours to the upper 
province, afford general Hull a facility in his 
accomplishment of the conquest of that pro- 
vince. Here he received, towards the end of 

VOL. II. D 
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chw). July or in the commencement of August, des- 
^J^ patches from Sir George Prevost, by the 
1812. adjutant general, colonel Baynes, bearing a 
flag of truce, notifying the repeal of the orders 
in council, information whereof had been trans- 
mitted his excellency from Halifax, by Mr. 
Foster, the late minister in America. A propo- 
sition accompanying these, of the propriety of 
suspending hostilities, until the pleasure of the 
president of the United States should be known, 
was submitted to the american general, in the 
hope that this conciliatory measure, removing 
the alleged principal ground of difference 
between the two nations, would be met by a 
corresponding disposition on the part of the 
american government. General Dearborn rea- 
dily consented to an armistice, (except as to 
general Hull, who, he said, acted under the 
immediate directions of the secretary at war,) 
and forwarded the despatches to his govern- 
ment, which, misconstruing this friendly proffer 
into a sense of weakness, and of danger on the 
part of the british commander, and probably 
flushed with the prospect of subjugating Upper 
Canada, refused to ratify the armistice. Mes- 
sengers had in the meantime been despatched to 
Upper Canada, to inform general Brock of the 
provisional armistice agreed upon between the 
british and american commanders, but the 
promptitude of that officer luckily had secured 
Detroit before their arrival. — So much for deci- 
sion in counsel and promptitude in action, in 
both of which this excellent soldier was 
' remarkable. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Montreal threatened by the american forces under general 
Dearborn — a line of defence formed along the frontier — 
various incidents— invasion and defeat of the americans 
at Queenston — fall of general Brock — succeeded by gene- 
ral Sheafie — american navy in the ascendant, on lake 
Ontario, and threaten Kingston — Dearborn makes a move 
towards Montreal — movement of the american forces 
under general Smyth, on the Niagara frontier, to invade 
Upper Canada, foiled — ^legislature meet— proceedings — 
liberal provision in support of the war— miscellaneous 
matters — proposal to exclude judges from the legislative 
council — another attack on the press for pretended breach 
of privileges— arrivals at Quebec — revenue and expen« 
diture of 1812, &c. 

The american government was humbled bychap. 
the resuhs of the late invasion, but the capture ^^• 
of H. M, S. Guerriere, by the United States x^jg. 
frigate Constitution, a ship superior to the 
former, in tonnage, freight of metal, and the 
number of her men, afforded some solace to 
their wounded pride. The american forces on 
the confines of Lower Canada, under the 
immediate command of general Dearborn were 
increasing rapidly, and threatened Montreal 
with invasion by St. John's and Odelltown. 
Their force at Niagara, and on the Niagara 
frontier under brigadier general Van Ransalaer, 
was also already formidable, and afforded good 
grounds of apprehension to general Brock oC ^ 
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Chap, speedy irruption from that quarter; while gen- 
^^ eral Harrison was actively employed in eollect- 
^812! i^g 2in army at the river Raisin near Detroit, 
from Ohio, and Kentucky. The naval estab- 
lishment at Sacket's Harbour in the meantime 
increased with celerity, and the ascendency 
of their fleet on lake Ontario was by the 
indefatigable exertions of commodore Chaun- 
cey now almost established. 

It was, as yet uncertain at what point their 
main force would be directed ; or whether their 
object was by a combined movement to oter- 
whelm both provinces at the same instant! 
The shewy, but unsubstantial legions they had 
assembled, were not, however, dreaded by the 
british forces, who were supported by a brave 
and loyal militia. 

A cordon was formed along the frontiers of 
Lower Canada, from Yamaska to St. Regis, 
where the line of separation between the 
United Slates and Lower Canada, touches the 
St. Lawrence,consisting of Canadian Voltigeurs, 
and part of the embodied militia. A light 
brigade of the elite of the forces, regular and 
militia, was formed at Blairfindie, under the 
command of lietenant colonel Young, of the 
8th regiment, consisting of the flank companies 
of the 8th, 100th, 103d, regiments, with the 
Canadian Fehcibles, the flank companies of the 
I St battalion of embodied militia, and a small 
brigade of the royal artillery, with six field 
pieces. 
The road to the United States, from the 
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camp of Blairfindie (or V Acadie) through chap 
Burtonville and Odelltown, was cut up and ^^• 
rendered impracticable by a66a<i>, and every isi 2, 
precaution taken to prevent a sudden irruption 
from that quarter. The VoUigeurs, with ex- 
traordinary perseverance, effected this fatiguing 
duty in the course of a very short time, under 
the superintendance of their commanding officer 
Major De Salaberry. 

The slender reinforcements that arrived this 
summer, were barely sufficient to relieve the 
citizens of Quebec for a short time from gar- 
rison duty. They consisted but of the 103d 
regiment from England, with a few recruits 
for other regiments ; and a battalion of the 1 st 
(or royal Scots) from the West Indies, and 
the three battalions of Quebec militia resumed 
garrison duty in the beginning of October, 
which they continued throughout the winter, 
each taking in turn its week. 

In September, another battalion of the 
militia was embodied, principallv from the 
Montreal militia, called the fifth battalion 
(afterwards Canadian Chasseurs). The north 
west company raised a corps of Voyageurs, 
which, however, was disbanded in the ensuing 
spring, while the merchants and tradesmen of 
the 1st battalion of Montreal sedentary militia, 
organised themselves into four companies of 
volunteers for garrison duty, and field service 
in case of emergency. 

A party of one hundred and fifty americans, 
under captain Forsyth, crossed over in Sep- 

D 2 
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Chap, tember, from Gravelly point to Gananoque, 
^^ some miles below Kingston, from whence they 
"J^ dislodged a party of fifty militia, and took pos- 
session of a quantity of arms and ammunition, 
which they carried away after burning the 
store and a small quantity of provisions. Their 
conduct is represented to have been disgrace- 
ful towards the defenceless inhabitants. 

From the frequent interruption of the con- 
voys from Montreal, or rather Lachine, to 
Kingston in Upper Canada, by the americans 
at Ogdensburgh, opposite Prescott ; colonel 
Lethbridge commanding the latter, formed the 
design of dislodging the enemy and possessing 
himself of Ogdensburgh. With a view to effect 
this purpose, he assembled a force of seven 
hundred and fifty men, regulars and militia, 
and having collected a sufficient number of 
batteaux, he pushed off in the forenoon of the 
4th of October, under cover of a cannonade 
from Prescott, with twenty-five batteaux escort- 
ed by two gun-boats. They advanced without 
opposition, until mid-channel, when the enemy 
opened a tremendous discharge of artillery, 
which checked their progress. A confusion 
immediately ensued, and they were compelled 
to make a precipitate retreat, with the loss of 
three men killed and four wotinded. The 
americat^s were commanded by brigadier gene- 
ral Brown, and behaved with much coolness 
and intrepidity. This enterprise, undertaken 
without the sanction of the oomma^er of the 
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forces, was censured by him ; and the public chap. 
opinion condemned it as rash. xv. 

On* the ninth of October, the armed brig "J^ 
Detroit, recently taken at Detroit, and the brig 
Caledonia, with a quantity of furs belonging to 
the north-west company, having arrived the 
preceding day from Detroit, with prisoners, 
were boarded opposite Fort Erie, before the 
dawn of day, by a |)arty of upwards of two 
hundred americans, in boats manned by sea- 
men. They succeeded in cutting the cables, 
and the vessels drifted towards the american 
shore. The Caledonia grounded at Black Rock, 
and the Detroit upon Squaw Island, a small 
distance from the american side. The crew, 
after a severe contest being made prisoners, a 
party of men from Fort Erie, succeeded in 
boarding and dismantling her in a fog, amidst a 
warm fire of the enemy, and at about ten at 
night she was blown up. Some lives were lost 
upon this occasion ; among the americans a 
major Cuyler, who was killed by a shot from 
Fort Erie, as he was riding along the beach 
on the opposite side of the river. 

General Brock, who with unwearied dili- 
gence had watched the motions of the american 
forces upon the Niagara frontier, commanded 
by major general Van Ransalaer, was con- 
vinced from the movements he had observed 
Oil diat shore, that an invasion was premeditat- 
ed, and kept his slender force upon the alert. 
On the 4th of October a spy was sent over to 
the bntish side, who returned with information 



chiip. that general Brock had moved on to Detroit, 
^^- with all the force that could be spared. En- 
J^J^ couraged by these news, every prepafttion 
was taken for a descent upon Queension. 
On the morning of the 1 1th, tiieir forces were 
concentrated at Lewiston, opposite tha place, 
with a view of making an attack upon the 
latter; but through the neglect or cowardice 
of the oflficer entrusted ^vith preparing and 
conducting the boats to the place of embarka- 
tion, the attack miscamed. Early in the 
morning of the 13th, their forces were again 
concentrated at Lewiston, and the troops em- 
barked under cover of a battery of two eighteen 
and two six pounders. This movement being 
aoon discovered, a brisk fire was opened upon 
them from the british shore, by the troops, and 
from three batteries. The americans com- 
menced a cannonade to sweep the shore, but 
with little effect. The first division under 
colonel Van Rarisalaer, effected their landing 
unobserved under the heights a little above 
Queenston, and mounting the ascent, attacked 
and carried an eighteen pounder battery, and 
dislodged the light company of the 49th regi- 
ment. The enemy were in the meantime 
pushing over in boats, and notwithstanding the 
current and eddies, here rapid and numerous, 
and a tremendous discharge of artillery which 
shattered many of their'boats, persevered with 
dauntless resolution, and effected a landing 
close upon Queenston, where they were 
opposed by the grenadiers of the 49t\i regiment 
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1 the York volunteer militia, with a determi- ch»p. 
ion verging upon desperation. The carnage ^^ 
zame terrible. The british being over- 1812. 
iclmed with numbers, were compelled to 
ire some distance into a hollow. General 
ock, who was at Niagara, a short distance 
low, having heard the cannonade, arriving 
that moment, the grey of the morning, with 
provincial aid-de-carap, Lt.-col. McDonnell, 
m that place, and having rallied the grenadiers 
his favorite 49th, was leading them on to the 
arge, when he received a musket ball in his 
;ast, which almost immediately terminated 
1 existence. In the interim, the light com- 
ay, supported by a party of the Yorkers, 
lied, and reascended to dislodge the enemy 
m the heights. They formed and advanced 
the charge, exposed to a smart fire, but find- 
j. the enemy posted behind trees, so that a 
arge could have little effect, they desisted, 
d separating, posted the^mselves in like man- 
r, and kept up a sharp fire for some time. 
But. col. McDonnell who had joined them 
ile forming for the charge, and was encou- 
^ing the men, received a ball in his back, as 
1 horse, which had been wounded, was in 
J act of wheeling. He survived his wound 
t twenty-four hours, in the most excruciating 
in. The americans having effected their 
ding with an overwhelming force, the british 
re obliged to give way, and suspend the 
it until the arrival of reinforcements, leaving 
i americans in possession of the heights. 
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cto>. General Sbeaffe soon after came up with a 
^' reinforcement of three hundred men of the 4 1st 
1812! regiment, two companies of militia, and two 
hundred and fifty Indians. Reinforcements 
having also arrived from Chippawa, the general . 
collected his whole force, amounting to upwards 
of eight hundred men, and leaving two field 
pieces, with about thirty men under lieutenant 
Holcroft of the royal artillery, in front of 
Queenston, as a check to prevent the enemy 
from occupying the village, proceeded by a 
circuitous route to gain the rear of the heights 
upon which the enemy were posted. The 
Indians, being more alert than the troops, first 
surmounted the hill, and commenced the 
attack, but were repulsed and fell back upon 
the main body, who formed with celerity, and 
upon the word, advanced to the charge under 
a heavy shower of musketry. The british sat 
up a shout, accompanied with the war-whoop 
of the Indians, and advanced at the, double 
quick pace, when the americans struck with 
terror, gave, way and fled in all directions, 
some concealing themselves in the bushes, 
others precipitating themselves down the pre- ' 
cipice and being either killed by the fall, 
or drowned in the attempt to swim the river. 
A terrible slaughter ensued, by the Indians, 
whose vengeance it was impossible to restrain, 
until a white flag was observed ascending the 
hill with offers of an unconditional surrender, 
which were accepted. An armistice of three 
days was proposed by the american and 
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granted by the british general, in order to take chap. 
care of their wounded and bury their dead, on ^^ 
condition of destroying their batteaux, which 1812. 
was immediately complied with. One general 
officer, (Wadsworth) two lieutenant-colonels, 
five majors, a multitude of captains and subal- 
terns, with nine hundred men, one field-piece, 
and a stand of colours, w;ere the fruits of this 
important victory ; the enemy having lost in 
killed, wounded, missing, and prisoners, up- 
wards of fifteen hundred men. General Van 
Ransalaer, before the arrival of the reinforce- 
ments from Niagara, under general SheafFe 
finding the fate of the day still undetermined, 
his troops almost exhausted with fatigue, and 
falling short of ammunition, had returned to the 
american shore, to urge across reinforcements, 
from the embodied militia ; but they, notwith- 
standing every menace, and entreaty, on his , 
part, unanimously refused. In this dilemma, he 
wrote a note to general Wadsworth, who 
remained with the americans, on the Queens- 
ton heights, informing him of the situation of 
things, and leaving the course to be pursued, 
much to his own judgment, assuring him that if 
he thought best to retreat, he would send as 
many boats as he could command, and cover 
his retreat, by every fire he could make. But 
before the latter had time to resolve upon any 
mode of security or retreat, the spirited advance 
of the british had decided the fate of the day. 
Thus ended, in their total discomfiture, the 
second attempt of the americans to invade 



ChM>. Upper Canada. The loss of the british is said 
^^ to have been about twenty killed, including 
1812. Indians, and between fifty and sixty wounded. 
The fall of general Brocks the idol of the army, 
and of the people of Upper Canada, was an 
irreparable loss, and cast a shade over the 
glory of this dear-bought victory. He was a 
native of Guernsey, of an ancient a reputable 
family, distinguished in the profession of arms. 
He had served for some years in Canada, and 
in some of the principal campaigns in Europe. 
He commanded a detachment of his favorite 
49th regiment, on the expedition to Copenha- 
gen with lord Nelson. He was one of those 
men who seem born to influence mankind, and 
mark the age in which they live. As a soldier 
he was brave to a fault, and not less judicious 
than decisive in his measures. The energy of 
his character was expressed in his robust and 
manly person. As a civil governor, he was 
firm, prudent and equitable. In fine, whether, 
viewed as a man, a statesman, or a soldier, he 
equally deserves the esteem and respect of his 
contemporaries and of posterity. The indians, 
who flocked to his standard, were enthusiasti- 
cally attached to him. He fell at the early age 
of forty-two years. The remains of this gal- 
lant officer were, during the funeral service, 
honored with a discharge of minute guns from 
the american, as well as british batteries, and 
with those of his aid-de-camp lieutenant colonel 
McDonnell, interred in the same grave at 
Fort George, on the 1 6th October, amidst the 
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tears of an affectionate soldiery and a grateful chap. 
people, who will revere his memory, and hold J^ 
up to their posterity the imperishable name of 1812. 
Brock. 

The civil and military commands in Upper 
Canada now devolved upon major general 
SheafFe, a friend and fellow soldier of his pre- 
decessor. He paroled general Wadsworth 
and some of the principal officers. The re- 
mainder were sent to Quebec. Among the 
american prisoners, twenty-three men were 
found, who having declared themselves british 
born subjects were sent to England for trial as 
traitors. This gave occasion to retaliate upon 
british prisoners in America, and a like number 
of the latter were put into close confinement as 
hostages for the safety of the traitors, by order 
of the american government. This circum- 
stance led to discussions that will be noticed in 
their proper place. 

On the eighteenth of October, general Smyth 
assumed the command at Niagara, and applied 
to the british general for an armistice which 
was agreed upon, and to continue until thirty 
hours after notice of its termination. 

On the 23d of October, a party of near four 
hundred americans from Plattsburg under major 
Young, surprised the picquet at the Indian 
village of St. Regis. Twenty-lhree men were 
made prisoners, by the enemy, and lieutenant 
Rototte, sergeant M*Gillivray and six men slain. 
The piquet consisted of a detachment of Cana- 
dian voyageurs. The americans in pluiMiex\»% 
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Chap, the village found an ensign or Union Jack, in 
^^ the house of the interpreter, usually hoisted 
1812.' upon a flag staff, at the door of the chief, on 
Sundays or holy-days. This piece of niurder 
and thievery was magnified into a feat — " these 
beingy^^ — said the american major, in an order 
issued upon the occasion — " the first coloura 
taken during the tvarJ^* This occurrence was, 
however,counterpoisedby an attack upon a party 
of americans at Salmon river, near St. Regis, on 
the 23d November, by detachments of the royal 
artillery, 49th regiment, and Glengary light 
infantry, amounting to seventy men, with detach- 
ments from the Cornwall and Glengary militia, 
of near the same number, the whole under the 
command of lieut. col. McMillan. In this affair, 
the enemy took to a block house, but finding 
themselves surrounded, surrendered prisoners 
of war. One captain, two subalterns, and forty- 
one men became prisoners on this occasion, 
and four batteaux, and fifty seven stand of arms 
were taken. 

Notwithstanding the vicissitudes of war, and 
the internal difficulties with which the american 
governmeilt had to struggle, the most active 
preparations were in progress for invading the 
Canadas. Major-general Dearborn was at the 
head of ten thousand men, on the confines of 
Lower Canada : our fleet, though superior 
to theirs in the spring and summer on lake 

* The taking, indeed, of a fortress and its flag, by stoiHi or otli^x^ 
wise, as well as the colours of an eneiiiy in action, in open and hono- 
rable warfare, is qmte another thing, and truly would be cre<}ita]l>le tp 
Ubbfii capton. 
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Ontario, dare not now even contest with the chap 
atnericans for the command of the lake. — ^^• 
General Smyth had an army of six thousand ^^ 
men on the Niagara frontier, and general Har- 
rison on the river Raisin, over-awed Detroit 
with his Ohio and Kentucky men. From these 
hostile appearances it was evident that the 
enemy still meditated a combined movement, 
but the uncertainty of the point against which 
their main strength would be aimed, kept our 
army constantly on the alert. On the ninth of 
November, the american fleet consisting of 
seven sail, with a considerable number of troops, 
after chasing the Royal George into Kingston 
channel, cannonaded her for some time ; being, 
however, warmly received by the batteries as 
well as the ships, they hauled off and bet up 
under a heavy fire to Four Mile Point, and 
anchored, with a view of renewing the attack, 
at a more favorable opportunity. Early on the 
ensuing morning they got under way, and beat 
out of the channel, under a heavy press of sail, 
to the open lake, where they fell in with the 
governor Simcoe, from Niagara, running for 
Kingston, and chased her into the harbour ; 
she eluded their pursuit, by running over a reef 
of rocks. The weather becoming boisterous, 
the fleet bore away for Sacket's Harbour, after 
having taken in their cruise two schooners, in 
one of which captain Brock, pay-master of the 
49th regiment, was made prisoner. He was 
paroled by commodore Chaunceyy who gene- 
roti-sly restored the plate and eflfects takewv^^SSx 
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Chap, him, belonging to his late relative, genl. Brock. 
^^ • The american forces, under general Dearborn, 
J^j^had, in the niean time, gradually approached 
the frontier of Lower Canada, and early on the 
seventeenth of November, 1812, major De 
Salaberry, of the Canadian Voltigeurs, com- 
manding the cordon and advanced posts on the 
lines, received information at St. Phillip's, that 
the enemy, to the number of ten thousand, 
were advancing upon Odelltown. He accord- 
ingly strengthened his position, at the river La 
Cole, by two companies of Canadian Volti- 
geurs, three hundred Indians, and a small body 
of militia volunteers, from the neighbouring 
parishes. The enemy occupied Champlain 
Town, two or three miles from the lines, and 
an earnest invasion was momently expected. 
Nothing occurred, of any consequence, until 
the 20th, in the morning, when the captain of 
the day, visiting the picket, between three and 
four o'clock, perceived the enemy fording the 
river La Cole, and, at the same instant, heard 
them cock their firelocks in the surrounding 
woods. He had scarcely time to apprise the 
picquet of their danger, when the enemy, who 
had surrounded the guard-hut on all sides, 
discharged a volley of musketry so close that the 
wads sat fire to the roof and consumed the hut. 
The militia and Indians discharged their pieces, 
and pushing through the ranks of the enemy, 
escaped unhurt, while the americans, who had 
forded the river in two places, mistaking each 
other in the darkness and confusion of the night. 
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for the enemy, kept up a brisk fire for near chap. 
half an hour, at each other, in which they killed J^ 
and wounded several of their own people. 1812. 
After discovering their error, they retired to 
Champlain, leaving five men wounded, and 
three or four killed, who were found by the 
indians on the same day. This party is said to 
have consisted of fourteen hundred men and a 
troop of dragoons, and was commanded by 
colonels Pyke and Clarke. 

This movement of the enemy, gave room to 
expect another more vigorous attempt to invade 
Lower Canada, and on the 22d, the Governor, 
by a general order, directed the whole militia 
of the province, to consider themselves com- 
manded for active service, and to be prepared 
to move forward to meet the enemy, as soon 
as required. Lieut, colonel Deschambault was 
ordered to cross the St. Lawrence at Lachine 
to Caghnawaga, with the Pointe Claire, Riviere 
du Ch6ne, Vaudreuil and Longe Pointe bat- 
talions, and to march upon PAcadie. The 
volunteers of the 1st battalion of Montreal 
militia, the flank companies of the second and 
third battalions, and a troop of militia dragoons 
crossed the river to Longueuil and Laprairie, 
and the whole population in the district of 
Montreal made a simultaneous movement to- 
wards the point of invasion, with an enthusiasm 
unsurpassed in any age or country. General 
Dearborn, who, no doubt was well informed of 
the state of the public mind in Lower Canada, 

E 2 
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<:Jhjp. at this crisis, foresaw, from the multitude 
J^ assembled to oppose his progress, and the 
1812. Ae hostile spirit of the Canadians, the fruit- 
lessness of an attempt to invade Lower Canada, 
began to withdraw his sickly and already 
enfeebled host, into winter quarters at Platts- 
feurg and Burlington, Whether he earnestly 
contemplated an invasion, or only intended this 
movement as a feint to create a diversion in 
favor of the army under general Smyth, on the 
Niagara frontier, remains a question. All 
apprehensions of an invasion of Lower Canada, 
for the present season, having disappeared, 
the troops and embodied militia were on the 
27th November, ordered into winter quarters. 
The armistice concluded between generals 
Smyth and Sheaffe, after the battle of Queens- 
ton, terminated on the 20th November, pur- 
suant to notification to that effect from the 
former: This, and the former armistice, with- 
out affording any present advantage, proved in 
the event, of material prejudice to the british 
on lake Erie. The americans availed them- 
selves of so favorable an occasion to forward 
^heir naval stores, unmolested, from Black 
JELock to Presqiie Ide, by water, which they 
couild not otherwise have effected, but with 
immense trouble and exp>ense, by land, 
and equipped at leisure the ileet which after- 
wards wrested from trs die command of that 
lake. 

General Smyth also had, during the armis- 
tice, everted himself in preparing boats for 
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attempt to invade the upper province, chmo. 
)rt Erie, at the foot of that lakc.*J^ 

• The proclamation, rather an original thing of the kind, issued by'^^^ 
this gentleman, in contemplation of his intended invasion, is «i 
follows : — 

" To THE SOLDIERS OF THE ARMT OF THE CENTRE. 

'* Companions in arms ! — ^The time is at hand when you will ^ross 
the streams of Niagara to conquer Canada, and to secure the peace of 
^e aroerican frontier. 

<< You will enter a country that is to be one of the United States. 
You will arrive amon^ a people who are to become your fellow citi- 
zens. It is not against them that we t:ome to make war. It is 
against that government which holds them as vassals. 

** You will make this war as little as possible distressful to the 
Canadian people. It they are peaceable, they are to-be-secure in their 
persons ; and in their property, as far as our imperioufi necessitie* 
will allow. 

^< Private plundering is absolutely forbidden. Any soldier who 
quits his rank to plunder on the field of battle, will be punished in th« 
most exemplary manner. 

'< But your just rights as soldiers will be maintained ; -whtitevar is 
hooty by the usages of war, you shall have. All horses belonging to 
the artillerv and cavalry ; all waggons and teams in public service, 
will be sold for the benefit of the captors. Public stores will be Becured 
for the service of the U. States. The government will, with justice, 
pay you the value. 

*< The horses drawing the light artillery, of the enemy, aie wanted 
tor the service of the United States. I will order TWO HUNDRED 
DOLLARS for each to be paid the party who may take them. , 1 will 
also order FORTY DOLLARS to be paid for the arms and spoils of 
each savage warrior, who shall be killed. 

'< Soldiers ! you are amply provided for war. You are supenor ia 
number to tiie enemy. Your personal strength and activity are 
greater, tifour weapons are longer. The regular soldiers of the enemy 
are generally old men, whose l^st years have been spent in the sickly 
climate of the West Indies. They will not be able to stand before 
you, — ^you, who charge with the bayonet. You have seen Indians, 
such as those hired by the british to murder women and children, and 
kill and scalp the wounded. You have seen their dances and grimaces , 
and heard their yells. Can you fear them 1 l^o, you hold them in 
the utmost contempt. 

Volunteers ! — Disloyal and traitorous men have endeavoured to 
dissuade you from your duty. Sometimes they say, if you enter 
Canada, you will be held to service for five years. At others, they 
say, you wUl not be furnished with supplies. At other times, they 
say, that if you are wounded, the government will not provide for 
you by pensions. The just and generous course pursued by govern- 
ment towards the volunteers who fought at Tippecanoe, furnishes an 
answer to Uie last objection. The others are too atMord to deserve any. 
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Chap. Early on the morning of the 28th Nov. the 
^^ enemy effected a landing on the british side, 
1812. with a division of fourteen boats rowed by 
sailors, with about thirty men each, at the 
upper end of Grand Isle between Fort Erie 
and Chippawa. They were resolutely opposed 
by lieutenant King of the royal artillery, and 
lieutenant Lamont and Bartley with detach- 
ments of thirty and thirty five men each, of the 
49th regt. Lieutenants King and Lamont were 
wounded, and their men being overwhelmed 
by numbers gave way, after spiking the guns; 
these two officers with about thirty men, 
were made prisoners and sent over to the 
american side. Lieut Bartley in the meantime, 
after a determined resistance,by which his force 
was reduced to seventeen effective men, was 
compelled to retire, being threatened by a 
movement of the enemy on his flank. In the 
interim, the boats with the prisoners and as 
many americans as could crowd into them, 

'* Volunteers! I esteem your generous and patriotic motives. You 
have made sacrifices on the altar of your country. You will not suffer 
the enemies of your fame to mislead you from the path of duty and 
honor, and deprive you of the esteem of a grateful country. You will 
shun the etei'nal infamy that awaits the man, who having come within 
Bight of the enemy, basely shrinks in the moment of trial. 

*' Soldiers of every corps ! It is in your power to retrieve the honor 
of your country and to cover yourselves with glory. Every man who 
performs a gallant action shall have his name made known to the 
nation. Rewards and honours await the hrave. Infamy and con- 
tempt are reserved for cowards. Companions in arms ! You came 
to vanquish a valiant foe, I know the choice you will make. Come 
on, my heroes ! And when you attack the enemy's hatteries let your 
rallying word be, " The Cannon lost at Detroit or Death /" 

Alexander Smyth, 

Brigadier general commanding. 

Camp near Buffalo, 17th Nov., 1812. 
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returning, left captain King, aid-de-camp to chap. 
the american general, with a few officers and ^^• 
about forty men, who moved down the shore 7812^ 
of the river, but being pursued by major 
Ormsby, from Fort Erie, were made prisoners, 
after a feeble resistance. At about seven 
o'clock in the morning, another division of 
eighteen boats were seen advancing to effect a 
landing two miles lower down than the former. 
Colonel Bishopp having, upon the first alarm, 
moved from Chippawa, had now formed a 
junction with major Ormsby, from Fort Erie, 
and commanding a force of nearly eleven hun- 
dred men, consisting of detachments of the 
41st, 49th and royal Newfoundland regiments, 
a body of militia under lieut. col. Clark and 
major Hall, and some Indians, waited for the 
enemy on the shore. Their approach was 
welcomed with three cheers, and a steady and 
effectual fire opened upon them from musketry 
and a six pounder (under the command of 
captain Kirby of the royal artillery) which 
destroyed two of their boats, threw the remain- 
der into confusion, and compelled them to take 
flight. The enemy, for a part of the day, 
made a display of their force on their own side 
of the river, but perceiving the british had 
unspiked and remounted the guns which had 
fallen into their hands in the morning, they, 
with a view of retiring unmolested from our 
fire, by gaining a little time, sent over a flag to 
colonel Bishopp to summons the surrender of 
Fort Erie, to save the effusion of human blood. 
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Chap, who laconically answered " come and take it.^ 
^^ Preparations were made for another descent on 
"J^ the Canada side, on the morning of the 1st of 
December, but through mismanagement iii 
embarking their troops, and a deficiency of pro- 
visions, the project miscarried, and the troops 
were ordered to re-land and hut themselves 
for the winter. Murmer and discontent crept 
into the aroerican camp, and general Smyth 
was obliged to take flight, to save himself from 
the indignation of his army, which, from death, 
sickness and defection, soon ceased to be an 
object of apprehension to the british in their 
neififhbourhood. This was the termination of 
the third attempt to invade Upper Canada, and 
the result of the formidable preparations of the 
american government to conquer the Canadas. 
The legislature of Lower Canada, assembled 
on the 29th of December. The governor, at 
the opening of the session, expressed his confi- 
dence in the people, the fruits of whose loyalty 
were the honorable termination of the cam- 
paign without eflfusion of blood, loss of terri- 
tory, or a recourse to martial law : — 

*' The complete discomfiture of the plans of the enemy, 
for the conquest of Upper Canada, by the capture of Michil- 
Itmackinac and Detroit, and by the surrender of the whole of 
the invading army, with its general — the brilliant achieve* 
itient at Queenston, though clouded by the death, in the 
hour of victory, of the gallant and much lamented major- 
general Brock -together with the other recent advantages- 
gained over the enemy, both in Lower and Upper Canada, 
are subjects of sincere congratulation, and demand our fer- 
vent acknowledgments to the great ruler of the universe, 
for these his undeserved mercies. 
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" But it is not only for the success with which the q^ 
Almighty has blessed his Majesty's arms in the Canadas, xv. 
that 1 have to congratulate you:— a more remote scene, s^v^ 
where british valour has appeared in its native vigour, calls 1812. 
forth additional exultation, and encourages the expectation, 
that the miseries which have so long desolated Portugal and 
Spain, are at length arrested in their course, by the splendid 
victories lately achieved in the latter country by general the 
marquis of Wellington/' 

He thanked the house, in the n*^me of the 
Prince Regent, for the assurance of attachment 
and support they had promised in their answer 
to his speech at the opening of parliament, in 
the preceding month of February, and acquaint- 
ed tnem that — " his royal highness placed that 
confidence in the courage and loyalty of his 
Majesty's Canadian subjects which made him 
equally fearless of the result of any direct 
attack upon them, and of any insidious attempts 
to alienate their affection from his government," 
— He informed them of the beneficial effects 
resulting from the army bill act, and recom- 
mended it to their further consideration. — " He 
had" — he observed — *| according to the powers 
vested in him by the legislature, called forth 
the militia to assist in the defence of the pro- 
vincQ, and with the nxost cheering satisfaction 
had been a witness of that public spirit, that 
steady order, and that love of their country, 
dieir religion and their laws, which they had 
manifested on this occasion, and which, by 
animating and uniting all classes of his Majes- 
ty's subjects, could not fail, under Divine 
Providence, to make them safe at home and 
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Chan, respected abroad." — He recommended a revi- 
^^- sion of the militia laws, and concluded by 
1813. urging the necessity of dispatch, in conducting 
the public business. 

The assembly, in answer, observed : — 

*' It is with no common degree of eatis?faction, that we 
receive from your excellency, such unequivocal testimony 
of the volunta|;y exertions of all ranks of people, to second 
your excellency in the execution of those precautionary mea- 
sures which you had" in your wisdom adopted, for the 
defence of the province, and its preservation from menaced 
invasion. 

'* We feel it incumbent on us to state to your excellency, 
that not only that part of his Majesty s subjects who have 
been placed in your immediate view, but the entire popula- 
tion of the country, are devoted to the cause, and will 
cheerfully make every sacrifice which the safety of their 
country and its future happiness may require, at this truly 
important and critical conjuncture, thereby assuring to them- 
selves a superior claim to the confidence and affection of 
their beloved sovereign, 

" Considering the limited resources placed in the hands 
of your excellency, at the commencement of the almost 
unexpected, and entirely unprovoked war, declared by the 
government of the United States of America, against his 
Majesty, and the contemptuous'language, and inconsiderate 
threats, which accompanied and followed that declaration, 
although we were conscious that such could not fail to arouse 
the hereditary spirit of the country, we have great reason to 
rejoice that the campaign has terminated without the effu- 
sion of blood, without loss of territory, and without inJer- 
ruptioD to the most important habits of peace by a recourse 
to martial law. To the energetic yet mild and coQciliating 
measures of your excellency, to the devotion of his Majes- 
ty*t Canadian subjects, and to the rightful cause of a beloved 
aovereign, we ascribe that happy and honorable termination. 

•• The public spirit and determined resolution, inspired 
by the love of their country, their religion and their laws 
which were manifested bythe militia, when calletl forth by 
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your excellency in the defence of the province, and to which chap 
your excellency bears such strong and honorable testimony, Xv. 
continues to animate and unite all classes of his Majesty^s ^^^^^ 
subjects, and will, we trust, under the blessings of Divine ^^^^ 
Providence, ensure our safety at home, ^ and make us res- 
pected abroad*" 

*^ The sentiments'' — said his excellency, in 
reply — " contained in your address, are worthy 
of the representatives of a loyal, brave and 
enlightened people, and demand my warmest 
acknowledgments." 

Among the first proceedings of the house of 
assembly, in this session, was an enquiry into 
the causes and injurious consequences that 
might have resulted from the delay incurred in 
the publication of the laws of the provincial 
parliament, passed in the session thereof begun 
and holden on the 21st February preceding. 
This measure, moved by Mr. James Stuart, 
was, for some time, persevered in with unre- 
mitted assiduity, and with the apparent inten- 
tion to palliate the guilt of the rioters at 
Lachine, but in reality to embarrass, it was 
thought, the government, against which, on 
account of his recent dismissal, by Sir J. H. 
Craig, from the solicitor generalship, he now 
set himself in array. Among those summoned 
on this occasion, to attend the bar of the house 
of assembly, were the clerk and other officers 
of the legislative council, which, not having 
been previously consulted by the lower house, 
refused to allow their servants to be examined 
at the bar of the latter. The legislative coun- 
voL. II. r 



62 

chap.cil, however^ after deliberation, permitted 
^^ them to be examined by the house of assembly, 
1813, wnder a species of protest, from a desire to 
remove every possible obstacle to the immedi- 
ate discussion of measures requisite for the 
defence of the province, reserving, for a more 
convenient occasion, the question of their 
privileges in this respect. Nothing of im- 
portance resulted from the enquiry. The 
subject of appointing an agent in England was 
resumed l)y ^e house in the present session, 
but postponed. To support the expense of 
the war, an. income tax upon salaries from 
government was proposed in the lower house, 
in the proportion of fifteen per cent upon every 
salary of <£l,dOO and upwards, per annum, 
twelve per cent upon x 1,000 and upwards, 
ten per cent upon <£500 and upwards, 
and five per cent upon every <£2d0» and 
upwards. A bill to that effect was passed 
in the lower house, but rejected by the 
legislative council. 

The assembly took into consideration, at 
the instance of Mr. Stuart, the power and 
authority exercised by his IVIajesty's courts 
in this province, under the denomination of 
Rules of Practice. The result, or rather 
progress of this enquiry, during the sob- 
sjequent session, we shali notice in its turn. 
— The house,^ in taking into consideration, 
ron motion of Mr. Stuart, that part of the 
governor's speech, in which reference was bad 
to martial law, camOs to resolutions strongly 
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ladverse to a recourse to it* The army bill chap. 
act was renewed and extended : five hundred ^^ 
thousand pounds were authorised to be put isiT 
into circulation, and, in order to secure their 
credit, commissioners were appointed to estab- 
lish, at regular periods, the current rate of 
exchange, of bills upon London, which the 
holders, upon application, were entitled to 
obtain from government. Fifteen thousand 
pounds were granted by the parliament to 
equip the emSodied militia, one thousand 
pounds to provide for hospitals for the militia, 
and twenty-five thousand pounds towards the 
support 01 the war. The further sum of four 
hundred pounds was granted to improve and 
facilitate the communication between Lower 
and Upper Canada ; but no amendment was 
made to the militia laws, owing to a disagree- 
ment on the subject, between the lower and 
upper houses. A duty of two and a half per 
cent, upon all merchandise, provisions excepted, 
imported into the province, and two and a half 

* *< Resolved^That it is tlie opinion of this comniittee, that all 
occasion or pretence for recurring in this province, to martial law, in 
the sense, in which it is understood, intne constitutional or public 
law of England, hath heen taken away by the act of the parliament of 
the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland f intituled, << an act 
for punishing mutiny and desertion, and for the better pa3rment of the 
army, in their quarters ;" by the " rules and articles for the better 
government of his Majesty's forces ;" and by the militia laws of this 
province; whereby the executive government hath become, and is 
vested with all the powers necessary to enable it to provide for the 
safetv of this province, in the present conjuncture. 

« Kesolved — ^That it is the opinion of this committee, that the limits 
and operation of martial law, as 'above stated, could not, nor can, be 
legally enlarged in this province^ without the authority of the provin- 
cial pariiament." 

These were carried by q^ vote of 18 to 15.. 
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chap.P^r cent more, upon merchandise imported 
XV. into the province, by persons not actually 
^^ therein resident six months previous to such 
importation, was granted for the support of 
the war. The legislature was prorogued on 
the fifteenth of February, the governor thank- 
ing the assembly for the liberality with which 
they had granted to his Majesty the supplies 
necessary for the public service : — 

" The present crisis" — said his excellency, — " will, in 
all probability, call for sacrifices which your loyalty and 
patriotism will, I trust, lead you without hesitation to make 
— And I look forward from your good example, to a cheer- 
ful acquiescence on the part of all his Majesty's subjects in 
the province, in whatever ma^ be required of them for the 
defence of the country, and for the preservation of the bless- 
ings they enjoy under his Majesty's mild and paternal 
government.'* 

Among the miscellaneous matters of the 
session, the following are entitled to notice : — 
Mr. Lee moved that the house should go into 
committee of the whole to enquire into the 
necessity of preventing, either by bill or repre- 
sentation to his Majesty and the two other 
branches of the imperial parliament, the judges 
of the court of king's bench from having deli- 
berative votes in the legislative council of this 
province. The consideration of the motion 
was post[)oned, but the progress of the idea 
will be perceived as we proceed, until it finally 
was realised. 

The assembly made another attack, this 

session, upon the press. An article in " The 

Quebec Mercury ^^^ addressed *^ To a party 

Jeader," (understood to mean Mr. Jas. Stuart, 
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then one of the most active, if not at the head, cbap. 
of the opposition,) and signed " Juniolus carta- ^^ 
densUj^ * being, on motion of Mr. Lee, voted igiT 

* This document is given not from any intrinsic importance, it 
possesses, bat, that the reader may understand what constituted in 
those sensitiye times, << a false and a scandalous libel and manifest 
breach of the privileges" of the house of assembly. 

« Letteb to a vabtt leader. 

** You are now, sir, playing the most conspicuous part in a very 
extraordinary scene. Those who are disposed to view your actions 
favourably, say, ^t you are practising a refinement of candour and 
delicacy of justice, which has seldom been surpassed. You were 
stript of an official situation by the late governor ; your friends, and 
pernaps some others, thought that the act was an unwarrantable 
stretch of authority , and executed without euch sufficient grounds, 
as he was w6ll known usually to act upon. He is gone ; and you are 
determined to vindicate his memory — yes — you will sacrifice yourself 
to your sense of justice, and shew the public that you were really 
unworth)r of the place you then held. You will shew them, that 
however insufficient in themselves, the grounds upon which the late 
governor proceeded, he was guided by an anticipating discernment 
into your character, and a j)rovident caution against its natural effects. 
With a generous and excessive zeal of reparation, with a determina- 
tion to do away, at any hazard, the impression of which you hap- 
pened to be the cause, you have unbraced the first expedient that 
presented itself; you have held yourself up to the genersu disesteem, 
and appeared the self devoted victim of an honorable sensibility. 

** But there are others who hold such a feeling and such a result of 
it, to be incompatible and contradictory ^ — who think that a line of 
conduct which they deem seriously injunous to the province, could 
hardly have originated in a motive so refinedly generous. These men 
say, that either you are venting the spleen of disappointment, and 
reckless of the evils that you cause, are indulging your unsatisfied 
revenge against the government, or that you are, in truth, friendly to 
the interest of the United States, and wish to contribute your mite 
towards the advancement of their cause. — But is it not rather ambi- 
tion that has fired your efforts 1 Is it not the thirst of fame that has 
urged you on to distinction 1 Is it not the noble yearning after an 
immortal name that has excited this effervescence within your breast ; 
that has taught you to be a mischief maker in your public situation ; 
that has bid you head a few factious underlings of the law, and, with 
their zealous assistance, to fill the ignorant and inexperienced with 
error and perplexity, and to lead them into a belief of oppression on 
the part of government, in an instance where its humanity was 
strikingly conspicuous ? It is this that arms you with courage to 
bully and brow oeat the few — alas how few ! that rise up to resist 
you ; and while you stand forth, self-invested, the champion of the 
people; to ply among th«m your engines of diiscordance, and \&^ "^ 
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Chap. " a false and scandalous libel upon this house, 
^^* and a manifest breach of its privileges," it was 



1813. ordered that the editor, Mr. Gary, be taken 

train which, if you were to succeed in lighting it, would blow up the 
foundations of their well-beinff. Are you determined to be somebody, 
and can you find no better field of exertion ; or none that will involve 
the complication of evils that you are so prodigally scattering ? You 
remind us of that dauntless hero of old, who, resolved that his name 
should go down to posterity, and yet incapable of any action that 
might couple it with praise, fired the far celebrated temple of Diana 
at Ephesus, and burnt it to the ground. His action has been perpet- 
uated, as he expected — but his name has perished.* 

<< At a time when the ^lerny is at the door, and when nothing but 
the cheerful alacrity, and the honorable ardour, almost unexampled, 
which this province has hitherto exhibited (with one or two trifling- 
exceptions) from one end to the other, can save it from felling ; — at 
a time when every generous spirit is roused in the consciousness of a 
just cause, and eager to chastise the wicked presmnption of a foe at 
once insidious and savage ; at such a time as this, what is your em- 
ployment 1 — ^You are damping that alacrity ; ckeeking that generous 
ardour ; you are busy in sowing the seeds of embarrassment and 
delay ; yon are spreading the subtle venom of mistrust and disaffec-^ 
tion ; — ^you are picking out flaws, with the microscope of a lawyer,, 
in the proceedings of government ; you are cavilling, you are colour- 
ing, you are inflaming^, you are fomenting groundless discontent; 
and w^hat is this but to create unneeessary misery 1 You are painting 
evils and passing- them for real, as yon h<^d them up to those whom, 
if real, they would afibct. This is your chosen office ; this your 
patriotism; and you revel in the plenitude of temporary success. 
Will no man then stand i:Fp in your defiance ; and shall the fulminations 
of your violence and abuse be dreaded as the thunder of eloquence 
irresistible t Shall you be suffered to go on, trampling upon all rule 
and decorum, — committing, at every step, some action unjustifiable 
and irregular ; turning your colleagues into a mob ; simply because 
you have already gained and estaUished a proud footing by such 
conduct ? — Go on then^and treasure up for yourself the recollection of 
prostituted energies and perverted talents ;^go and bask in the consci- 
ousness of successful exertions, directed against the vital interests of 
that country which gave you birth ; — proceed in the great work 
which you have so happily begun ; and if heaven avert not the conse- 
quences of your endeavours, you may yet perhaps smile at the ruia 
tiiat is around you, and exclaim witn genume satisfaction and unre- 
pressed rapture-^<< / have contributed to this,** 
<« January 14. Juniolus Canadensis. 

" Mr. L, J. Papineau moved, seconded by Mr. Bellet, that the 
said article now read in english, be translated into the french 
language.*' 

« " This ii a mall mittake ; hit name wat EroUratus*^— -Ed. Q. M. 
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nto custody of the sergeant at arms, whom, chap 
lowever, he evaded, keeping out of his way xv. 
luring the remainder of the session, treating Tsis 
hem the day after the prorogation, on finding 
limself again free, with the morceau below.* 

Three hundred and ninety-nine vessels, con- 
aining in all 86,436 tons, and employing 4054 
leamen, cleared during the year 1812, from 
Quebec. Of those vessels twenty-one were 
>uilt that year in this city, containing 5898 
ons. The revenue of the year amounted to 
661,193, currency* The expenses of the civil 
government to <£98,777, sterling, including 
ipwards of <£55,000 for the militia forces, and 
£3,424 due to Upper Canada, as its proper- 
ion of the revenue. The expenses of the 
egislature were .£3,644, currency, besides the 
ibove. 

• " The Editor's respects to a majority of the house of assemhiy, 
leing just arrived from a tour of business, he learns that the house had 
vinced much anxiety to see him, during his absence. Unfortunately, 
J8 return has taken place a day too late for him to have the honor of 
iraitins on the house. He is, however, rather at a loss to conceive 
low his presence could be, in any manner, useful in assisting; them 
[1 their vocation of framing laws,." — Quebec Mercui'y,\6lh Feb , 181 3» 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Chap. The americans under general Winchester, at Frenchtown, on 
XVI. the river Raisin, near Detroit, defeated by colonel Proctor, 
^-^^'^ and made prisoners — vote of thanks by the assembly, to 
1813. colonel Proctor, his officers and men— the colonel promot- 
ed to the rank of brigadier general — the session being closed 
the governor visits Upper Canada— successful attack 
over the ice upon Ogdensburgh — preparations during the 
winter for the next campaign — american forces and fleet 
on lake Ontario attack and capture York— sail thence 
to Niagara— thence to Sacket's Harbour, for reinforce- 
ments — return to Niagara, attack and carry Fort George — 
Greneral Vincent falls back to Burlington Heights — Sir 
James Lucas Yeo, arrives at Quebec, from England, with 
a reinforcement of seamen for the lakes — expedition 
under the immediate command of the naval and military 
commanders against Sacket's Harbour — their failure and 
retreat to Kingston — successful attack by general Proctor 
on the american forces under general Harrison, on the 
Miami — brilliant affair at Stoney Creek, by lieut. col. 
Harvey — his defeat of the enemy and capture of two 
brigadier generals — affair at Beaver Dams, and capture 
of upwards of five hundred of the enemy, under lieut. 
colonel Boerstler— attack upon fort Schlosser and Black 
Rock — demonstration before Fort George— attack by gene- 
ral Proctor upon the american fort at Lower Sandusky, 
under lient. colonel Croghan, defeated with severe loss — 
capture of american sloops Growler and Eagle, at Isle 
aux J^oiXj river (^hambly — an expedition from Isleaux 
J^oix visits Plattsburgh and other places, on lake Cham- 
plain — commissariat in Upper Canada ably attended to 
and well supplied, but at great expense — affair at Goose 
Creek — naval occurrences on lake Ontario. 

The american army under the command of 
general Harrison still hovered on the border of 
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Michigan territory and over-awed Detroit, chap. 
where colonel Proctor with an inferior force ^^^^ 
was, as previously stated, left in command isia. 
after the reduction of that post, by general 
Brock. On the 19th of January, information 
was received at Detroit, by the british com- 
mander, that a division or brigade of the 
american army under brigadier general Win- 
chester, was encamped at Frenchtown on the 
river Raisin, twenty-six miles from Detroit, 
having driven in a body of militia and Indians, 
posted there under major Reynolds, of the 
militia, who, after some resistance with a field 
piece, fell back upon Brownstown. Colonel 
Proctor promptly determined to attack this divi- 
sion, before it could be reinforced by the main 
body, under general Harrison, three or four days 
march, in the rear ; and assembled his disposable 
force at Brownstown on the 21st, consisting of 
five hundred regulars, seamen and militia, and 
about six hundred indians. He advanced 
the same day twelve miles, to Stoney Creek, 
and at day break the next morning made 
a resolute attack on the enemy's camp. Gen- 
eral Winchester himself, fell soon after the 
commencement of the action into the hands of 
the Wyandot chief Roundhead^ who surren- 
dered him to colonel Proctor. The americans 
had retreated to 4he houses and enclosures, 
from which they were making a desperate 
resistance through fear of falling into the hands 
of the indians ; but upon its being represented 
tp general Winchester, that unless a speedy 
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Chap, surrender were made, the buildings would be 
^^ set on fire, and that no responsibility would be 
1S13. taken for the conduct of the indians, he caused 
a flag of truce to be sent to his men, and 
agreed, on their part, to a surrender, upon con- 
dition of their being protected from the fury of 
the savages, and allowed to preserve their 
private property. In this affair the enemy lost 
in killed between three and four hundred men, 
and one brigadier general, three field-oflScers, 
nine captains, twenty subalterns and upwards 
of five hundred men in prisoners. The loss on 
the british side was also severe : twenly-four 
killed and one hundred and fifty-eight wounded. 
This spirited and vigorous measure completely 
disconcerted the arrangements made by gen. 
Harrison, for the recovery of the Michigan 
territory, and secured Detroit from any imme- 
diate danger. The house of assembly of Lower 
Canada, then in session, passed a vote of thanks 
to colonel Proctor, for the skill and intrepidity 
with which he planned and carried into execu- 
tion this enterprise. A vote of thanks was 
also passed to the officers, non-commissioned 
officers and privates belonging to the line> ma- 
rine and militia forces who assisted in its 
accomplishment, and colonel Proctor was 
immediately promoted to the rank of brigadier 
general, by the commander ©f the forces, until 
the pleasure of the Prince Regent should be 
known, who was pleased to approve and con- 
firm the appointment. 
The governor having closed, as before stated. 



71 

the session of the legislature, left Quebec on the Chap. 
1 7th February, on a visit for Upper Canada* ^^^• 
In his route thither, lieutenant colonel Pearson in isiT 
command at Prescott, proposed to him as he 

Sassed, an attack upon the american post of Og* 
ensburgh, in retaliation for an excursion by the 
enemy from thence upon Brockville some days 
previously. The governor did not deem it 
expedient to order an attack upon that post, 
but as two men had deserted on the evening of 
his arrival, and had gone over to the enemy, 
who might, upon ascertaining the arrival of the 
governor, way lay him on bis route, it was 
determined that lieutenant colonel McDonnell, 
second in command at Prescott, should make a 
demonstration on the ice, in front of Ogdens- 
burgh, as well with a yiew of engaging the 
attention of the enemy, as by drawing out their 
forces, to ascertain tne strength of the garrison. 
On the ensuing morning, (22d February,) as 
the governor oeparted, lieut. col. McDonnell 
moved with his party across the river on the 
ice, towards Ogdensburgh ; the enemy per- 
ceiving the movement, were prepared to receive 
him. Impelled by that spirit characteristic of 
british soldiers, he turned the demonstration 
into a real attack. 

The enemy were driven from ihe village 
after a short contest, leaving about twenty 
killed and a considerable number wounded. 
Four brass field-pieces, seven pieces of iron 
ordnance complete, with several hundred stand 
of arms, and a considerable quantity of stores 
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cbap. fell into the hands of the victors, who lost 
^^^* seven killed, and seven officers (including 
1813, lieutenant col McDonnell) and forty-one men 
wounded. After having destroyed two small 
schooners and two gun boats, left there to win- 
ter, they returned to their quarters at Prescott. 
During the winter the greatest exertions 
were made to be in a state of preparation for 
the ensuing campaign. In March, a draught of 
militia took place, to fill up the militia bat- 
talions. A battalion (the 6th) was embodied 
at Quebec, from the city militia for garrison 
duty. The Canadian regiment of Fencibles, 
the Glengaries and the Voltigeurs recruited 
with diligence and success; and the 104th (or 
New Brunswick regiment) marched through 
from Fredericton, for Upper Canada, some 
hundreds of miles, with extraordinary celerity 
in the month of March: though their route 
from the former place, to the river St. Law- 
rence, lay through an uninhabited wilderness, 
(now covered by snow, two or three feet in 
depth) never before travelled by british troops. 
The american forces in the meantime aug- 
mented daily at Sacket's Harbour, and their 
fleet being superior to that of the british, a 
descent upon Kingston or its neighbourhood 
was confidently expected : the american go- 
vernment, however, deemed it too hazardous 
a game to stake the fate of their lake arma- 
ment upon an enterprise against the principal 
depdt of the british in the upper province, 
where they must expect a desperate resistance. 
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and resolved to direct their efforts against the chap 
more distant and vulnerable parts on the lake. ^^ 
Commodore Chauncey having accordingly *i8i3 
equipped his fleet for an expedition,and received 
on board upwards of seventeen hundred troops 
under the command of generals Dearborn and 
Pike, sailed from Sacket's Harbour on the 
25th of April, and on the following evening 
appeared off York with fourteen sail of armed 
vessels. On the ensuing morning, (27th) the 
enemy commenced a debarkation about three 
miles to the west of the town, but the wind 
blowing fresh from the eastward they fell con- 
siderably to leeward of the position fixed upon 
for landing, (the site of the old french fort 
Toronto) while they suffered much from a 
galling fire of the british troops, posted in a 
wood. They, however, accomplished their 
landing and compelled the british, whose 
wiole force, regulars and militia, did not ex- 
ceed six hundred men, to retire with loss. 
The grenadiers of the 8th regiment, who lost 
their captain M*Neal, were, after a desperate 
contest almost annihilated by the overwhelming 
numbers of the enemy. The latter having 
made their landing, formed upon the beach 
under the immediate orders of general Pike, 
while the schooners worked up to the forts, 
under a heavy cannonade, and assuming a 
position at the distance of six hundred yards 
from the batteries in order to make a simulta- 
neous impression upon the works by water and 
by land, opened a heavy fire upon them which 
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chjp. 4*4 igKe;EU 6:^ep?itipD* Tb^ la<i4 forioe^ iipfier 
^[; g#0(er»J PjUf:e .advapc^d jthrojugji a litjJi^ wop4 ^ 
1813. JWe n\m works, when^ ajt^Jjie cJistew^Q of^^y 
rods froBQ them, i^ treip^^ous ^^Jp^ipa .^qJc 
plac;;^, ^.aro a m^a^jine pr.erio»dy pr/eiwirifi^, 
which disic^harging ^,w inun^s/^ ,qu9P^ity .'Qf 
f ubbjsih, 3pi?ead^havppk ajnoog t^eir te^pp.s, and 
Jgikd a flwojpier of .tbqir ic^cieirs aj^d ^flven. 
iGraner^l Pi^e^ ^ officj^r «Quch Qsti^^med m t^ 
^UQ^riCvaii arjpjr^ .a^d who seem? to ^av^ hae/i 
a gentleman of an amlabb ch^^actc^ w privatje 
life, r.eqeivjed a eCp^usipn from ^ Wg^ ^1^»|9, 
while leading ojgi hi§ Jpei^, which ip a lew bboms 
put a p^^odjto his existence. ficwr^l.Sbef^ffiB 
u^di^ i^is 9m?M force uBsd^le !t,o revisit .that of 
the eneffxy^ retregiied at two p'piocfc ia the 
aftpra^opn, Jeaviijig lieuA^iJuat jcplpnue} iCh^witt, 
of ^e miUti^, to ^r^at with the ^mvf^y * a»d a 
capitjilatiop imqa^diately eo&^ed, hy whifjh 
York was surrendered to the ameriQan forces, 
and this ffiilitia to the anmunt of noK^re than two 
hjmdped men, with -their o^er^ siirr^endered 
prisoniBrs of w^r, on condition th^t all private 
property should he respeptied. The pubUp 
stores of .every description fell into the h^aad^ 
of the efl^my, with the armed schopner Buk^ 
of JGloucester, undergoing repair^. A new 
sb^p which bad been Uid dowp, at this open 
and defenceless post* the preceding winter, 
m.^ now almost completely plank^dj was with 
the n?tval stores sejt.oniire py the hritisl^ pre- 
non? tp thpjr jretfj^ai. Th^ ms pf the briti^h 

wa^ ;5exQrft, ,amouixtin^ tpat)ont,Qn^ b»»4p^d 



and thirVf men m kffled and ^^trnd^^d, stcfOttg ctot 
t^fbrtfiei? Mf. M^Ltm, thecterk of the^ficms^^ 
of Mi^tobfy dfVpper Cafiad*, tvhci hatd' rbltm- mj. 
tewed hii* «rf fee^ with a totfdket. The Io»s 
of the eitetoy ftotrgh ndt correctly astert^med 
nrast ha^e Iveese Ikeavier thnn that of the brtfish. 
The «f€Wiy ba^iftg decened their bc^ty, re- 
efttliK^rked dtid bailed cfti the Zd df M^ for 
Niagara. QehevAl Sheaffe si&tfered im^h, in 
th^e* p^hHc estiny^tkm, on aceotiftf of Vis falitrre, 
ift defending York, and of his retreat before the 
eiie^y en ftfe oc^adion, and wa^ *ortly after- 
wsird^ liuf^erseded, \n the chief eommdnd, in 
U{>^f)er Canad*, by ftia^ general de Raften- 
b«rg; On Ms^retnnfir to the lower province, 
hep t*^ psi luf cormnand of <he troo^ in the 
di^^itt of Montreal. 

Th^e atoertcan fleet having landed the troops 
at Niagara, returned to Sacket's Harbour for 
rdfi(foreei)B^6iff9, and oi^ the 25th May, theif 
whole flee* having pre<ieeded by detachments, 
were agaiii^ a^^embled at Nhrgara^ and general 
V incent eonwnanding at Port George,^ foresaw 
thiatan attack wai^ ihortty to be made upon hi^ 
podtr Odinmodore Cbauncey dei^patched two 
of his vessels to cruise vigilantly off" Kingston, 
and coocerted bifs arFdfngementi^ with general 
Dearborn for a combined attack upon Fort 
(jreorge# Barly in the nu^roi^ of the 27tb 
May, the enemy accordmgly comm.enced a 
combined attack npan^ that fort^ bating previ- 
ously on the 24th and 2&thf materially injured 
the works, by a warm cannonade from fheir 



76 



Chap, ships and batteries. A body of about eight 
^^** hundred riflemen, under colonel Scott, landed 



1813. near the Two Mile Creek,while the fleet ranged 
up in the form of a crescent, extending from 
the north of the light house to the Two Mile 
Creek, so as to enfilade the british batteries by 
a cross fire. The riflemen after forming and 
ascending the bank were met by the british, 
and compelled to give way, in disorder, and 
return to the beach, from whence they kept up 
a smart fire under cover of the bank. In the 
meantime another body, of upwards of two 
thousand men, under the direction of general 
Lewis, made a landing, and formed on the 
beach, under cover of a tremendous cannonade 
of round shot, and showers of grape and canis- 
ter from the fleet, that swept the adjacent plain 
and compelled the british to retire. General 
Vincent finding the works torn to pieces, by 
the enemy's artillery, and no longer tenable 
against so overwhelming a force, caused the 
fort to be dismantled, and the magazines to be 
blown up, and retreated to Queenstown, leav- 
ing the americans to take possession of the 
ruins, of the fort.* The british loss consisted 



* In the general order issued on this occasion, by the commander 
of the forces, we find the following :— 

<< Regardless of the immense superiority of the enemy, his advance 
was gallantly and obstinately disputed,-— a judicious position was 
occupied by lieut. col. Mjrers, and when that zealous and meritorious 
officer was ' obliged to quit the field, having received three wounds, 
he was ably re^aced by lieut. col. Harvey, and the unequal contest 
continued with unshaken gallantry and determination. 

<* Brigadier general Vincent, considering further perseverance 
agamst an overwhelming force, a fruitless sacrifice of invaluable 
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of fifty-two killed, and upwards of three hun- chap. 
dred wounded and missing. The american ^^^ 
accounts state their loss at thirty-nine killed, jg^j 
and one hundred and eleven wounded. 

General Vincent on the ensuing day having 
collected the whole of the forces, from Chip- 
pawa and Fort Erie, and destroyed or rendered 
useless the posts and stores along that frontier, 
commenced his retreat toward Burlington 
heights, at the head of Ontario. 

The arrival of Sir James L. Yeo, from 
England, at Quebec, on the 5th May, with 
several officers of the royal navy and 450 sea- 
men for the lakes, cheered the drooping spirits 
of the public. Captains Barclay, Pring and 
Finnis, with five lieutenants of the royal navy 
having previously arrived over land from Hali- 
fax, with some seamen, were already at 
Kingston, and were putting the fleet in a state 
of preparation to meet the enemy. Sir George 
Prevost proceeded from Montreal to Kingston,^ 
with Sir James L. Yeo, who arrived at the 
latter place in the short time of six weeks, from 
his embarking at Portsmouth. 

The two commanders being now at Kingston, 
the public was on the tip-toe of expectation 
for some decisive dash upon the enemy's 
flotilla. An attack upon Sacket's Harbour, in 
the absence of their fleet, at Niagara, was 
resolved upon. A body of eight hundred or a 

iives, having gained by their intrepid resistance the means of dis- 
mantling the fort; and aestroying the stores, he directed the troops to 
£Ui back on Qaeenston, which was done with perfect order." 

G 2 
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Chap, thousand men were embarked on the 27th 
^^^- May, on board the british flotilla at Kingston, 
"^ consisting of the Wolfe 24 guns, Royal George 
24, Earl of Moira 18, and four schooners 
bearing from ten to twelve guns each, with a 
sufficient number of batteaux, and at noon on 
the next day they were off* Sacket's Harbour. 
The weather was propitious, and the troops 
were transferred to the batteaux, to make their 
landing, under an escort of two-gun boats, 
commanded by captain Mulcaster, the whole 
under the immediate direction of the land and 
naval commanders in chief. They had pro* 
ceeded but a short distance when a convoy oi 
american boats, loaded with troops were des- 
cried doubling Stoney Point, on their way 
from Oswego, to Sacket's Harbour. The 
Indians, who had previously landed, on an 
island, fired upon them as they passed, and 
- threw them into confusion, while the boats and 
batteaux bore dovni and captured twelve of 
them, with about 1 60 men : the remainder 
escaped into Sacket's Harbour. The landing 
was then deferred until the next morning, 
while the americans raised the alarm, and 
withdrew a detachment of their troops, posted 
upon Horse Island, at the mouth of the har- 
bour, and assumed a position on the main, 
'opposite a ford leading from the island to the 
main land, where they were reinforced by a 
body of militia, under general Brown, and 
prepared for a vigorous defence. The night 
was dark and rainy, and at day break next 
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morning the boats were so scattered that theychep. 
were unable to effect a landing as intended, ^^*- 
before the enemy should have time to line theTeiT 
woods. They first attempted to land on the 
main, in a cove formed by Horse Island, but 
on approaching it they found the enemy pre- 
pared for them, by a heavy fire of musketry, 
from the surrounding woods, supported by a 
field piece. They then pulled round and 
landed on the outside of the island, with little 
or no loss, and pushed forward to the ford, in 
the face of a hot fire of musketry and the field 
piece, which they carried in a few moments 
after landing, with a tumbrel and a few rounds 
of ammunition; The enemy retreated, and post- 
ing themselves securely behind large trees, 
kept up a smart fire upon the british. The 
fiieet, in the meantime, as well as a small vessel 
with two six pounders, intended to have been 
landed in time to support the advance, of the 
troops, were, through light and adverse wind, 
a long way in the rear. Under these circum- 
stances it was impossible to wait for the arrival 
of the artillery, and colonel Baynes, the adju- 
tant general of the forces, in british N. America, 
who was charged with this service, ordered 
the detachment to divide, in order to scour the 
woods, by pursuing two paths which led in 
opposite directions round a rising ground. 
The enemy dislodged from the woods at the 
point of the bayonet, fled to their fort and 
blockhouses, whither they were pursued by 
the british, who set fire to their barracks. At 
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Chap, this luckless juncture it was thought by the com- 
^^^- manding oflSicer^ that the enemy's blockhouses 
igi3 and stockaded battery could not be carried by 
assault, even with the assistance of field pieces 
had they been landed. The fleet were still out 
of reach to render any assistance in battering 
them, while his men were exposed to the fire 
of the enemy secure within their works. The 
signal of retreat was therefore given to the 
indignant assailants, and the enterprise was 
abandoned at a moment, when the enemy had 
so far calculated upon a decisive victory on 
the part of the british, as to have set fire to 
their naval store houses, hospital and marine 
barracks, by which all the booty previously 
taken at York, and the stores for their new 
ship -were consumed. They had klso set fire 
to a frigate on the stocks, and were it is said 
actually retreating from the town, as untenable 
and lost: but, on discovering the retreat of 
the british, they returned and succeeded in 
suppressing the fire and saved her. The 
troops were immediately re-embarked ahd 
returned to Kingston. The loss though heavy 
on both sides was never correctly ascertained, 
or reported; among the british, capt. Gray, 
acting deputy quarter master general, was 
much regretted. He fell while reconnoitring 
the enemy's works, in the hopes of discovering 
some opening to favor an assault. 

Thus terminated an expedition to the disap- 
pointment of the public, who, from the presence 
and co-operation ofthe two commanders in chief, 
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had flattered themselves with a very different chan 
result. This miscarriage, with other untoward ^^^• 
events, at the commencement of the presently 
campaign, extinguished in the mind of the 
enemy, the ideas of ijivincibility with which 
the prowess of our arms the preceding summer 
had inspired him, and the military character of 
Sir George Prevost sustained a shock, from 
which, it never recovered. 

From these humiliating occurrences, we 
turn with pride to more cheering scenes of 
action, which effectually retrieved the honor of 
the british arms, in Upper Canada. General 
Harrison, notwithstanding the defeat of a divi- 
sion of his army, under general Winchester, 
at Frenichtown, in February, still persevered 
in his preparations to recover the Michigan 
territory, and in pursuance of his views, had 
towards the spring, taken post near the foot of 
the rapids of the Miami, where he only waited 
for reinforcements, to commence active opera- 
tions against the british. General Proctor, 
aware of his views, determined to dislodge him 
before the arrival of his reinforcements, and 
proceeded for the Miami. He reached the 
neighbourhood of the enemy's position on the 
26th of April. The americans had, however, 
secured themselves, by block houses and bat- 
teries, so as to render every effort of the small 
artillery, of the besiegers, unavailing. In the 
morning of the 6th of May, a reinforcement 
consisting of two regiments, amounting to about 
twelve hundred men, under brigadier general 
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Chap. Clay, Inaviirg rapidly deseettded the mdr frott 
^^Fort Diefiance^ some^ distance above Fd^ft 
i8i3.Meigs^ (the amefricant position) matdte ssaddett 
attack and fturpmed tbe Britkdit batterii^ an 
the west side o£ the riter, ^t^nded hy ^ reso- 
lute and simultaneous sally from the: gdipmcfA. 
Hafing carried the britisb batteriei^r &^ t»fi« 
warily piaarsued lire kuKaosr^ who felt back 
skirmishing with the edemy^ wUte tlte maiiv 
brinish force e^miing ifpy % ^ hasty and jirdi- 
crous movement cut off tfieir r^nd^t xa ttoe 
river. Afi:er a desperale c^&fcfsty Ae em^tiQr 
surrendered) and upwards of 600 vseo were 
nfiade prisotievsK^ 'I'hey wbd b^ ^lied fr&sn 
the fort a;Iotie effected their et^cmes betaking 
themselves to their fevtiflcatiofi. f he rndidnd^ 
ahhoingh disposed to sacrld6e the prisoners 
according to their mode &t w^hr^ alter some 
exc^ses^y were with di^alty^ restrained from 
slatighter by the briiish, two» or three of whom 
fell victims to the fury of the sairagess in^ their 
endeavours to protect the defenceless prisonera 
By this partial success^ the enemy became so 
crippled as to be unable td pro^cute <he cam- 
paign with any prospect of rec?ovei?ing Detroit, 
and general Proctor duew otf bis forces and 
returned to Sfdiiidwich) tnsder the atppreheni^n 
of being abandoned by ttee mdhn^ who^ after 
a battlev according to their cmtomf retire to the 
. enjoy tnent of their booty^ In this affair^ tke 
britii^ loss amounted to one o&ceif (of the 
militia) and fourteen Bfen kitled^ aiid one officer 
and fOTty-five meli wounded 
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Jtwroe^iiately jaft€r the cw)ture of Fort George^ chap. 
by the memy^ g^fi^^ftl Dearborn pushed for- ^^*- 
w^rd ft bibdy c^ tbre^ thousand W&Otry, with 1813. 
1110^ g^ld^jBii^Q^ ft^d two hundf^d dpd fifty 
cavalry, as far £^s the Forty JVf ile Qr^fk, for the 
purpo^ of ^slodging geperal Vipceut, who 
bfiid^ Sk^snm^ a positioB ^t BurlingitoDi Heights, 
at tjhe (bead of lake Gi;itiarip; or to pr^ve»t a 
j^qt^on of thre forces wder general Proctor 
with IJiQse of ge^jetr^l Vipceot, which,' the ame- 
ripaj^3 understood had been agreed upon by the 
b^itiah- Op the 6th of June, general Vincent 
was 2iipprised of the advance of the enemy, by 
the T-i^tr.eat of his advanced picqvets, from 
Stowy Creek. t»ient. colonel Harvey, deputy 
a4jut£int gqner^l* iwnedMtely jgaoved forward 
w.itj3i the light qompanieis pf the 8tb and 49ih 
fiegiments^ and having reconnoitred ihe ?^emy'3 
ppsiUon, prQposed to general Vincent a noc- 
turnal attack upon his camp, wjijch was 
approved! At eleven in the evening, the gene- 
ral moved up with the 49th regiment :and a paj:t 
of the 8th (his whole effective forqe only 704 
.6r.elQcks) toward the amef-ipiw ^amp, distant 
about seven miles. Lieut, colonel iHarvey led 
the attack, in ^ja^llant style, a^d con(q;>letely 
succeeded in surprising the enemy in the 
midst of his camp, who, notwithstanding the 
darkness of the night, and the consternation 
and disorder into which they were thrown, 
evinced a stj^te of order and disciplinjs highly 
creditable, in repe^tedly formif^g? though com- 
pelled w often to disperse, before the british 
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Chap, bayonet. Two brigadier generals, (Chandler 
^^^' and Winder,) seven officers of inferior rank, 



fe 



1813. and one hundred and sixteen men, with three 
uns, one brass howitzer and three tumbrels, 
ell into the hands of the british by this brilliant 
and intrepid action, which, as it reduced the 
americans from offensive to defensive opera- 
tions, was probably, in its result, of more real 
importance to the salvation of the upper pro- 
vince, than any other occurrence during the 
present campaign. The british were ordered 
to retreat before day light, lest their slender 
force, exposed to the view of the enemy, upon 
the return of day, might be overpowered by 
their superior numbers. Finding that the 
british had retreated, they re*occupied their 
camp after sun-rise, and having destroyed all 
their incumbrances, commenced a precipitate 
retreat to Forty-mile Creek, ten miles from the 
scene of action, where they were reinforced on 
the following day by general Lewis, with a' 
detachment of the army from Fort George. 
The loss of the british in this affair, was one 
officer and twenty-two men killed, and twelve 
officers and one hundred and fifteen men 
wounded, and fifty-five missing.* 

* The following is from the general order issued by brigadier gene- 
ral Vincent, after this gallant action : — 

** Brigadier general Vincent is at a loss for lan^^uage to do justice 
to the distinguished bravery and good conduct of me troops engaged. 

** To lieut. colonel Harvey, deputy adjutant general, who planned 
the enterj^rise and conducted the columns to the attack, every degree 
of praise is due, and his distinguished services are duiy appreciated. 
The 8th (King's) and 49th regiments, he was rejoiced to observe, 
vied with each other in acts of intrepidity and gallantry, though at 
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On the evening of the 74, the british fleet chap. 
hove in sight, and, on the ensuing morning, ^^ 
approached the shore and fired a few shots i8i3^ 
upon the enemy, whom they summoned to 
surrender prisoners of war. This was refused 
by the american officer, who, however, deem- 
ed it expedient to fall back upon Fort George, 
while the british, as they retired, pressed upon 
their rear, and occupied the ground they had 
abandoned. Twelve of their batteaux, accom- 
panying the army on its retreat, containing 
principally officers' baggage, fell into the hands 
of the british fleet. 

On the 28th of June, a party of about six 
hundred of the enemy, under lieut. colonel 
Boerstler, who had been despatched the pre- 
ceding day, by general Dearborn, by way of 
Queenston, with a view of dislodging a detach- 
ment or picquet, posted at a place called the 
Beaver Dams, (a few miles from Queenston,) 



the unavoidable expense of many of their valuable officers and 



men." 



This gallant officer, now lieut. general Sir John Harvey, lieutenant 
governor of Nova Scotia, seems to have been, during this and the fol- 
lowing campaign, almost ubiquitary in Upper Canada, as in every 
military enterprise, from the Niagara frontier downward, of any mo- 
ment, we find him actively and vigorously engaged, and honorably 
mentioned, not less in private accounts, for £e skill, decision, and 
intrepidity invariably evinced by him, on all occasions where he was 
concerned, than in the general orders of the day. There is not, 
perhaps, in the british army, an officer more favorably known in 
Canada, than Sir John Harvey, and certainly none more so in Quebec, 
where, for many years after the war, he resided, as deputy adjutant 
general to the forces in the Canadas, esteemed by his fellow towns- 
men of all denominations, for his many social and domestic qualities, 
uniting those of a good citizen, neighbour and friend, with the sterner 
ones of a gallant and good soldier, and upright public mao^ 
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Chan, were surprised on their route, by a party of 
^^ indians under captain Kerr, and after some 
1813. skirmishing, believing themselves hemmed in 
by superior numbers, surrendered to lieutenant 
Fitzgibbon, of the 49th regiment. This oflScef 
arriving at the conclusion of the business, with 
a small detachment of forty-six rank and file, 
completed the victory, and the americans sur- 
rendered themselves prisoners, after negoci- 
ating a capitulation with him, in the name of 
major De Haren, by whom he induced the 
enemy to believe themselves surrounded with 
considerable force. The latter officer, though 
not immediately on the ground, was, however, 
in the neighbourhood, and advancing with the 
light company of the 8th regiment, and the 
two flank companies of the 104th, with a small 
body of provincial cavalry, under captain Hall. 
The prisoners taken, were five hundred and 
and twelve in number, including twenty-five 
officers, with two field-pieces and a stand of 
colours. 

The enemy, by these partial successes of the 
british, were compelled to confine themselves 
to Fort George and its environs ; and, before 
the 1 st of July, the british had formed a line 
extending from Twelve-Mile Creek, on lake 
Ontario, across to Queenston, on the Niagara 
river. From Chippawa, a descent was made 
on the amqrican Fort Schlosser, on the oppo- 
site sjide of the river, during the night of the 
4th of Jijly, by a small party of militia and 
soldiers, under lieut. col. Clark, of the militia. 
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who surprised a small guard at that post, andchap. 
brought away a brass six-pounder, upwards of ^^^ 
fifty stand of arms, a small quantity of stores, isu. 
with a gun-boat and two batteaux. 

Lieut colonel Bishopp, lately commanding 
at Fort Erie, having obtained the approbation 
of the general commanding, for the execution 
of an enterprise, which he had previously pro- 
posed) crossed over at day-break, in the morn- 
ing of the eleventh of July, with 240 men, 
consisting of a small party of militia, and 
detachments of the 8th, 41st, and 49th regi- 
ments. They efifectually surprised the ene- 
my's post at Black Rock, where they burnt his 
block-houses, stores, barracks, dock-yard and 
a vessel ; but while occupied in securing the 
stores, to carry them away in their batteaux, 
the enemy, with a reinforcement of militia and 
some indians in their interest, under cover of 
the surrounding woods, opened a smart fire 
and compelled the british to hasten their 
retreat, with the loss of thirteen men killed 
and a considerable number wounded ; among 
the latter, capt. Saunders, of the 41st regiment, 
severely, and lieut. colonel Bishopp mortally, 
an officer of distinguished merit, whose loss 
was much regretted by the militia of Upper 
Canada, with whom he seems to have been a 
favorite inspecting field-officer. Seven pieces 
of ordnance, two hundred stand of arms, and a 
great quantity of stores were brought away. 

The two armies, almost in sight of each 
other, remained inactive, until the ?^riv^l of 
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Chap, the commander of the forces from Kingston, 
^^^ when the speedy reduction of Fort George was 
igi3 confidently expected. The governor to ascer- 
tain, as it was pretended, the extent of the 
enemy's works and the means he possessed of 
defending the position which he occupied, 
determined to make a demonstration on that fort, 
on the morning of the 24th of August, and the 
army was put in movement, as if for an assault 
upon it. The british drove in the' picquets, 
several of which were taken, and advanced 
within a few hundred yards of the enemy, 
who, although supported by a fire upon the 
british, from their batteries on the opposite 
shore, declined leaving their entrenchments to 
venture into the field. The commander of the 
forces did not deem it advisable, however, to 
risk a trial for the recovery of that post, which, 
as he deemed it, was not of sufficient moment 
to compensate the loss, that must have been 
experienced from an assault. The whole 
force in the neighbourhood of Fort George, at 
that period, it is true, did not exceed 2000 
men, on an extended line, while that of the 
enemy in Fort George, exceeded 4000, totally 
depending upon their own resources for the 
subsistence of their army, and compelled to 
act solely on the defensive, from the hostile 
front assumed by the british in their neighbour- 
hood. The prestige that surrounded the mili- 
tary character of Sir George Prevost, improved 
by the popularity he was acquiring as a civil 
governor, had been sensibly impaired by his 
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failure at Sacket's Harbour, and the present chap. ' 
fruitless " demonstration," as, (to cover this, ^^^• 
his second failure,) he termed it, dispelled 1813. 
what little confidence in him, as commander 
of the forces the army, and those in the coun- 
try the best able to judge of his abilities as 
such, previously entertained. 

From this time forward, his reputation, as a 
military commander, a position, to which his 
inadequacy was already, in various quarters, 
unequivocally and publicly expressed, was in 
the wane ; but, his personal bravery has never 
been impeached, and to the moment of his 
departure from the province, his popularity 
with the people, as civil governor, remained 
unabated. 

Harrison, in the meantime, was on the 
Sandusky river, making preparations to prose- 
cute the war with vigour in the Michigan terri- 
tory, as soon as the fleet fitting out at Erie 
(Presqu'isle) under captain Perry, who had • 
been despatched thither by commodore Chaun- 
cey, towards the end 01 May, should be in 
suflSicient strength to co-operate with the land 
forces. General Proctor again resolved to 
make another effort to defeat his purpose, and 
immediately invested the american fort at lower 
Sandusky, then under the command of Major 
Croghan, with a force consisting of near five 
hundred men, including regulars and militia, 
and between three and four thousand indians 
under Mr. Dixon and the celebrated indian 
chief Tecumseh. After a smart cannonade, 
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Chap, on the second of August, from five six pounders 
^^^ and a howitzer, for the purpose of effecting a 
i8i7. breach in the enemy's works, the british (the 
indians having previously withdrawn them- 
selves out of reach of the enemy's fire) led on by 
brevet lieut. col. Short, advanced unperceived 
by the enemy under cover of a cloud of smoke 
to the distance of eighteen or twenty paces of 
the enemy's works. A heavy fire was immedi- 
ately opened, which, at first, threw the assail- 
ants into disorder : they, however, immediately 
rallied, and having advanced to the outer 
works, began to leap into the ditch, when a 
fire of grape slugs was opened from a six 
pounder (which had been previously arranged 
so as to rake the ditch,) supported with 
musketry, that dealt destruction among the 
assailants, and compelled them to retreat with 
precipitancy, leaving their gallant leader, lieut. 
col. Short, with three officers and fifty-two men 
* killied and missing. The wounded amounted 
to forty-onC' including three officers. General 
Proctor, finding his force inadequate, the 
indians unaccustomed to the European mode 
of warfare and to the delay of a siege, growing 
impatient, and general Harrison, at no great 
distance, with a resj)ectable force, thought 
proper to raise the siege and retire to Amherst- 
burgh. 

. The events in the lower province also deserve 
our attention. The old fortifications at the 
Isle-aux-Noix, emphatically termed the key of 
Lower- Canada, had been repaired, and three 
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gun-boats sent thither from Quebec. Nochap 
material occurrence transpired in that neigh- ^^*- 
bourhood until the third day of June, when,^^^ 
early in the morning, a sail was observed from 
the garrison over a point of land formed by a 
bend in the river about two leagues above the 
island. This unusual appearance created an 
alert in the garrison, at that moment com- 
manded by lieut. colonel George Taylor, in- 
specting field officer, (a Major in the 100th 
regiment) who, apprehending, from previous 
private information, a combined attack from 
the naval force on Lake Champlain and the 
troops in the neighbourhood of his post, com- 
manded by the brigadier generals. Smith and 
Clarke, determined, by a decisive coup de 
main, to anticipate the views of the enemy. 
He lost no time in equipping the three gun- 
boats lying un-employed for want of seamen, 
and having manned them with soldiers from his 
regiment, with three artillery men to each boat, 
proceeded to engage the enemy. On doubling 
the point above the garrison, another vessel 
was discovered a short distance from the for- 
mer, hitherto concealed by the intervening 
land. This discovery did not, however, deter 
him from persevering in his resolution, and the 
boats having advanced, a spirited engagement 
soon ensued, which, after some continuation, 
was suspended from a deficiency of ammunition, 
speedily supplied, however, from the garrison, 
when the action was renewed with augmented 
vigour. 
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Chap. Small detachments of troops from the garri- 
• son, were landed on each side of the river, 

1813. who poured a destructive fire of musketry on 
the enemy as in- beating up they alternately 
approached either shore. This judicious and 
well timed measure, combined with a well 
directed fire from the gun-boats, of round and 
grape, completely decided the fate of the 
action, which the enemy most gallantly con- 
tested from half-past four, until half-past eight 
in the morning, and did not surrender until 
further resistance became utterly unavailing, 
one of the vessels being run aground to prevent 
her sinking. They proved to be the american 
sloops of war, Growler and Eagle (afterwards 
named Shannon and Broke, and subsequently, 
by orders from the admiralty, Chub and Finch) 
fitted out in the most complete manner for ser- 
vice, each carrying eleven guns, (eighteens, 
twelves and sixes,) long eighteens on pivots 
upon their forecastles, with complements of 
fifty-five men, comprehending a company of 
marines, which they had received on board 
from Champlain the evening previous to the 
engagement ; the whole under the command of 
officers of the united states navy. The loss of 
the enemy was considerable : the prisoners 
amounted to one hundred men, of whom many 
were wounded : the killed were thrown over- 
board during the action. Of the captors, not 
a man was killed, and only three severely 
wounded.* The naval force of the enemy on 

* In this affair no more than one hundred and eight men were 
engaged on the part of the british. It is worthy of notice, tiiat this 
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lake Champlaia was, by the capture of these chap. 
vessels, almost annihilated, while it afforded ^^^ 



the british, immediate and effectual means for 1813. 
operations on that lake, and checked the inva- 
sion meditated on the lower province. The 
intention of the enemy, by thus venturing so 
near to Isle-aux-Noix, where the river be- 
comes so narrow as scarcely to afford room to 
manoeuvre with safety, has never been clearly 
ascertained. It was thought to have been a 
piece of idle bravado on the part of the navy 
officers, in command of those vessels, who were 
very young and inexperienced men. 

The american government, with a view of 
prosecuting the war against Lower Canada, 
had been at considerable pains and expense in 
erecting barracks, hospitals and stores, at 
different points on Lake Champlain, particularly 
at Burlington, Plattsburgh, Champlain and 
Swanton in the neighbourhood of the frontiers ; 
and it was deemed expedient by the commander 
of the forces, to fit out an expedition at 
Isle-aux-Noix, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing them, as well as to divert the attention 
of the enemy from the upper-province. The 
two armed vessel^ recently captured were 
accordingly put in commission, under capt. 
Pring who was sent from the fleet on Lake 

was the first action in which the 100th regiment had been engaged ; 
an auspicious omen of the gallantry afterwards displayed by that 
meritorious corps in common with the other troops at Niagara. It is 
also a singular fact, that the guns belonging to his Majesty's sloop of 
war, Alert, some lime previously captured by the United States fri-. 
gate Essex, were on boiurd these vessels. 
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chw. Ontario, and promoted to them by Sir James 
^^^- Yeo, with the rank of commander. Captain 
I^ Everard, commanding the Wasp sloop of war, 
having arrived at Quebec, at that juncture, 
was ordered from thence, with his seamen to 
the Isle-aux-Noix, where as senior officer, he 
assumed the command of the two vessels and 
the three gun-boats, which had soon been put 
in a competent state of repair after the action. 
On the twenty-ninth of July, this small fleet 
was completely equipped, and having received 
on board about nine hundred men, consisting 
of a detachment of the 13th regiment, under 
lieut. colonel Williams, (of that regiment) 
second in command, and some companies of 
the 100th and 103d regiments, under the 
respective commands of lieutenant colonels 
Taylor and Smelt, commanding the right and 
left wings of the expedition, with some artil- 
lery, under captain Gordon, and a few of the 
embodied militia as batteaux men, the whole 
under the command of colonel John Murray, 
inspecting field officer, moved from Isle aux 
Noix, for lake Champlain. The expedition, 
proceeded up the lake with much order, and 
on the 31st, landed, without opposition, at 
Plattsburgh, from whence general M^oore, with 
a considerable body of men, (reported at about 
fifteen hundred,) had previously retired, on the 
approach of the british. Here, colonel Mur- 
ray, having previously embarked all the warlike 
stores, of which a considerable quantity was 
found in the arsenal, and having destroyed 
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such as he could not conveniently take away, chap. 
set fire to the enenny's arsenal, public build'« ^^^• 
ings, commissariat stores and barracks, recently "J^ 
erected, and capable of accommodating from 
four to five thousand men. While the troops 
were thus employed during that day and the 
whole of the night, captains Everard and Pring, 
in the Growler and Eagle, with a gun-boat, 
proceeded to Burlington, where general Hamp- 
ton lay enc^imped, with four thousand men, 
and threw that place into the utmost conster- 
nation. Having captured and destroyed, within 
sight of the enemy's forces, four vessels, cap- 
tain Everard returned to Plattsburgh, where 
the troops were re-embarked and proceeded to 
Swanton. Colonel Murray, while on the way 
thither, sent a detachment to Champlain, for 
the purpose of destroying the barracks and a 
blockhouse at that post. The main body hav- 
ing visited Swanton, and effected the purposes 
of the expedition, returned to Isle aux Noix, 
where they arrived on the fourth of August. 

The army acting upon the extensive line of 
operations along the frontiers of Lower and 
Upper Canada, (at the lowest computation,* 
one thousand miles from lake Champlain to 
M ichillimakinac) was, by the able arrangements 
of commissary general Sir W. H. Robinson, 
and the unwearied exertions of the department 
under his directions, copiously supplied at 
every point with provisions and commissariat 
stores of all descriptions. The small post at 
Lachine was converted into a depdty and placed 
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Chap! WDder ^^e superintendence of deputy assistant 
X VI. commissary general John Finlay, from whence 
"J^the whole supplies for the upper province, 
were, by that gentleman, forwarded to Kings- 
ton, with the most indefatigable diligence.* To 
intercept the convoys of batteaux with provi- 
sions from that post to Kingston, the americans 
had sent several cruisers and privateers from 
Sacket's Harbour, to the vicinity of Prescott, 
and among the Thousand Islands. On the 
20th July, the enemy having succeeded in sur- 
prising and capturing, at day-break, a brigade 
of batteaux loaded with provisions, under con- 
voy of a gun-boat, with which they retired 
several miles up Goose Creek, on the south of 
the St. Lawrence, below Gananoque, three 
gun-boats, under the command of lieut Scott, 
of the royal navy, were despatched from Kings- 
ton, with a detachment of the 100th regiment, 
with a view of intercepting them on their return 
to Sacket's Harbour. They proceeded to the 
lower end of Long Island, where, having ascer- 
tained the retreat of the enemy, they immedi- 
ately pushed for ii ; but before they came in 
sight of the american vessels, the evening was 

* Any one unacquainted with that service, who, at the present day 
ri848) travels in those splendid conveyances, the steamers from 
Montreal to Kingston, and thence upwards on the lakes, can have but 
a very I'aint idea of the toil, the trouble, the risk, delay, and enor- 
mous expense, at which the troops and their necessary supplies and 
stores of all kinds, were, in those times, forwarded from Lachine to 
Upper Canada, in winter by small canaidian trnneavXf each drawn 
by one horse, and in summer by unwieldy batteavx or clumsy- flat- 
bottomed boats, manned each by five to seven Canadian voyageurs, 
sometimes impelling their craft by rowing, at others dragging up the 
rapids, by lines. 
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too far advanced to make an attack, with aBychap. 
prospect of success ; it was, therdfore, deter- ^^^• 
mined to defer the attack until the next mom- ^^ 
ing. Another gun-boat arriving in the course 
of the evening, with a detachment of the 41st 
regiment, they, at three o'clock the next morn- 
ing, proceeded up the creek with the* gun- 
boats, in the hope of gaining the enemy's posi- 
tion at the dawn of day. Advancing until the 
channel became so narrow that the gun-boats 
could neither use their oars nor turn, so as to 
bring their guns to bear upon the banks, it was 
discovered that the enemy had taken precau- 
tions to obstruct their further progress by fell- 
ing large trees across the creek. In endea- 
vouring to remove these impediments they were 
fired upon by the american vessels, and from a 
gun which they had landed on the left bank, 
supported with musketry from the surrounding 
woods. A few of the soldiers who had landed 
on the right bank having re-embarked in the 
sternmost boats, leapt into the stream, and 
carrying their muskets on their heads succeed- 
ed, after wading through the water and swampy 
swl contiguous thereto, in effecting a landing 
on the left bank, and drove the enemy before 
them in gallant style, who retreated with preci- 
pitancy to their log intrenchroent. This spirited 
advance saved the gun-boats, the foremost of 
which, (the only one that bore upon the enemy) 
exposed to a galling fire, had been disabled. 
Finding the enemy strongly posted, and, from 
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Chap, tte impracticability of bringing the other gun- 
^^ boats into action, that a further perseverance 
1813. must be attended with a greater sacrifice of 
lives than the nature of the enterprise seemed 
to justify, they re-embarked and retired from 
the unequal contest. In this affair, captain 
Milnes, aid-de-camp to the commander of the 
forces, was mortally wounded, and died shortly 
after. This gallant young oflScer, had acciden- 
tally met major Frend in pursuit of the enemy, 
and impelled by a thirst of honor, had volun- 
teered his services to assist in accomplishing 
his purpose. 

On lake Ontario, the two naval commanders 
strove with indefatigable emulation for the 
command of the lake. Commodore Chauncey, 
after the capture of Fort George, returned to 
Sacket's Harbour to await the equipment of 
his new ship, the Pike ; while his adversary, 
Sir James Yeo, scoured the lake, and supplied 
the british army in the neighbourhood of Fort 
George, with an abundance of stores. In the 
early part of July, Sir James Yeo fitted out an 
expedition of boats for Sacket's Harbour, with 
a view of cutting out their new ship, then 
almost rigged and ready to appear on the lake. 
He arrived unobserved at the vicinity of that 
port, and would probably have effected his 
purpose had not the escape of two deserters 
from his party, which had landed for refresh- 
ment, and in order to remain concealed until 
night should favor the enterprise, given the 
alarm to the enemy. This unlucky incident 
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induced him to relinquish the undertaking and chao 
return to Kingston. ^ Towards the end of July ^^ 
the araerican fleet again appeared with aug- 1813 
mented force upon the lake, and commodore 
Chauncey having received a company of artil- 
lery, with a considerable number of troops, 
under colonel Scott, proceeded for the head 
of the lake, with a view of seizing and destroy- 
ing the stores at Burlington Heights, the princi- 
pal depdt of the army on the Niagara frontier, 
then occupied by a small detachment under 
major Maule. The design of the enemy 
against this depot being suspected, lieutenant 
colonel Battersby, commanding the Glen- 
gary regiment, upon being notified to that effect 
by lieutenant colonel Harvey, deputy adju- 
tant general, moved forward from York, and 
by a march of extraordinary celerity arrived 
with a reinforcement in time to save the place, 
which the enemy, on finding the british pre- 
pared to receive them, did not deem it prudent 
to attack. Commodore Chauncey on learning 
that York, by the advance of lieutenant col. 
Battersby to Burlington Heights, was left desti- 
tute of troops, seized the opportunity and 
bore away for that port, which he entered on 
the 31st July. Here the americans landed 
without opposition, and having taken possession 
of the small quantity of stores found at that 
place, they set fire to the barracks and public 
store-houses, and having re-embarked their 
troops, bore away for Niagara. It is a coinci- 
dence worthy of notice, that on the same day 
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Chap, in which the ainerican commander was em- 
^^^- ployed in burning the barracks and stores at 
^[^ York, lieutenant colonel Mmray was not less 
actively employed on the same business at 
Plattsburgb. The british fleet sailed from 
Kingston on the last day of July, with supplies 
for the ar^y, at the head of the lake, and on 
the eighth of August looked into Niagara, 
where the enemy's fleet lay moored. The 
latter hove up, and bore down uppn the british 
fleet, with which they manoeuvred until the 
tenth, on which day two small vessels, of forty 
men each, (the Julia and Growler,)were cut off 
and captured by the british. Commodore 
Chauncey somewhat disheartened with the loss 
of these, and two other small vessels, the 
Scourge of eight, and Hamilton of nine guns, 
upset by a press of sail to escape the british, 
with the loss of all hands, except sixteen men 
picked up by the british, bore up for Niagara, 
from whence he sailed almost inmiediately for 
Sacket's Harbour, where he arrived on^ the 
thirteenth of August. Here he provisioned his 
fleet, and instantly made sail for Niagara, where 
he rems^ined at anchor until the British fleet 
appeared off that harbour, early in the morning 
of the seventh of September, when the ameri- 
can fleet agjain weighed and bore down upon 
the british, with which they manoeuvred 
until the twelfth, when the latter retired to 
Amherst Bay, near Kingston. During these five 
days, bu^ few shots were exchanged between 
the l^r^er ship#9 and wi^^ut anry i^ry to 
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either side. The americans, however, hadchap, 
much the advantage in weight of metal and ^^ 
long.giins. The fleets again met on the 28th 1313, 
September off York, when an engagement ensu- 
ed for nearly two hours, in which the Wolfe, 
commanded by Sir James Yeo, lost her main 
and mizen top masts, and would probably have 
been captured, had not the Royal George, 
commanded by captain Mulcaster, run in be- 
tween the Wolfe and the Pike, taking the latter 
in a raking position, so as to afibrd the Wolfe 
an opportunity of hauling off* and clearing away 
the wrecL This affair terminated in the retreat 
of the british fleet under Burlington Heights, 
whither the enemy did not think proper to 
pursue it : a resolution, which, if adopted by 
the american commander, probably would 
have been fatal to the british fleet, on Lake 
Ontario. On the first of October, the american 
fleet set sail from Fort George, with a convoy 
of troops, for Sacket's Harbour, where an 
expedition was preparing, whose destination 
was as yet unknown. The british fleet left 
their anchorage under Burlington Heights on 
the next day, and came in sight of the enemy, 
but no attempt was made to bring on a general 
engagement. The american fleet in their way 
to Sacket's Harbour fell in with and captured 
five small vessels out of seven, with upwards of 
250 men of De Watteville's regiment, from 
York, bound for Kingston, where an attack 
was apprehended. This loss though appa« 
rently trifling in itself, was severely feh, by 
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chajp. reason of the few forces in the iipper-pro?ince. 
^^ For the remainder of the season' nothing of 
1813. moment occurred on this lake« and indeed the 
naval commanders appear to hare considered 
the question of too great importance, to their [ 
respective governments, to stake the fate of the 
war, in Upper Canada, upon a decisite naval 
engagement. 

Among the matters of " reform and progress*' 
in those times, worthy of being noticed as of 
real importance to the state and its defence, 
as well as to the general prosperity, was the 
appearance, at a time when most needed, of 
the second steamer, (the Swiftsure) on the 
waters of the St. Lawrence, which is thus 
noticed in " The Qufbec Mercvry^^^ of the 
4th of May of the present year, as quite a 
prodigy. The first has been previously 
noticed, and the reader, by comparing that 
with this, and this with those splendid con- 
veyances of the present time, (1848,) by 
which the traveller from Europe for Canada, 
arriving at Quebec, may now proceed thence, 
in a very few days, to the remotest points 
of lake Huron and Michigan, visiting by 
the way the principal places in Upper Canada, 
and appreciate the progress which, in this res- 
pect has been made, and which there is reason 
to believe is, comparatively to what in time it 
will be, little more than at the starting point, 
as those who are to follow us, some fifty years 
henqe, will see amply verified. 

<< On SuBday at htlf-pa«tturo P.M., brriv^in this harboor 
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the steam-boat Swiftsure. She led Montreal on Saturdtj, at chMp. 
half past five, A. M. She past Three Rivers at seven P. M., XVI. 
on Saturday, anchored at Cape Madelaine at eight, and got v^v^»>^ 
under weigh at four, A. M. on Sunday. The whole time ^1^ 
under wer^ being only 22 hours bM a half, notwithstand- 
ing that the -wind was easterly the wbde time and blowing 
strong. She had 28 passengers* A serjeant with sijt 
privates of the royal scots, having in charge three american 
prisoners of war, four deserleni from the 100th regiment, 
and one deserter from the american army. 

<^ From an examination and comparison it appears that the 
Swiftsure's mechanical movements are superior to any of 
those established on Hudson River or Lake Gham|:Sain. 
One grand improvement alone is sufficient to evince th^ 
verity of our assertion. — In those engines first constructed in 
the United States, serious accidents might happen, and 
actually did occur, from the bursting of their boilers, occa- 
sioned by the too strong ignition of their furnaces, and neglect 
of those who had charge of keeping up the fires, as to the 
precise heat required, thus inducing a superabundant quan- 
tity of steam ; which could not escape but by means of a 
valve opened occasionally by the engineer. This method 
was liable to accidents, to obviate which a«safety valve was 
constructed, connected with the boiler, to convey away the 
8uperfiuous vapour, which is opened by its own power, 
whenever the steam is too abundant for the required velocity. 
Thus it is obvious the boiler cannot burst, and all uneasiness 
upon that account is efiectually removed. 

** The ladies' cabin occupies the after part of the vessel, 
containing eight berths or couches for reposing; and is 
separated from the gentlemen's cabin by the staircase, the 
captain's, and a private staircase ; the whole is painted 
white and decorated with curtains, mirrors, &c. 

" The gentlemen's cabin is thirty feet by twenty-three, and 
contains ten berths or couches on each side and two 
forming an angle with the starboard side, calculated 
to lodge forty-four persons, with convenience, decorated 
with pilastres, medallions, cornices, curtains, &c. The 
steerage is fitted for the reception of troops or persons who 
may not be able to pay a high price for passages. One 
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Chap ^"^^'^ ^^^ fi^^y persons may be there accommodated 

XVL comfortably^. 

v^^v^ << The Svviftsure is 130 feet keel, the breadth of beam 

1813* twenty-four feet ; length upon deck 140 feet, 

'* Great praise is due to Mr. Molson for his exertions in 
preparing a cheap, safe, expeditious and commodious con- 
veyance between the metropolis of Lower Canada and 
Montreal, and we heartily wish him all the success his 
public spirited undertaking merits.^' 

The american fleet on lake Ontario, con- 
sisted, on the first of August, of two ships, one 
brig, and ejeven schooners, but the number of 
guns and weight of metal, are not stated. The 
British fleet consisted of the 

Wolfe , . 23 guns, Sir J. L. Yeo, commodore, 

Royal George, 22 .... Wm. Howe Mulcaster, capt, 
Melville. ... . . . 14 • • • . Edwd. Spilsbury, commander. 

Earl Moira 14 .... H. Dodds, 

Sir Sydney Smith, 12 • • . H . C. Owen, lieut & com. 
Beresford 12 H. Radcliffe, 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Great efforts by the americams towards the close of the Chan. 
campaign-— general Hampton moves his forces across ^^^1* 
lake Champlainy from Burlington^ to Plattsburgh— genh^'^''^^ 
Wilkinson maki ng great preparations, at Sacket's Harbour, ^^^^* 
for a descent upon Kingston or Montreal — general Harri- 
son equally active on the Miami, to recover the Michigan 
territory-^naval engagement on lake Erie, and british 
ieet captured — evacuation effort Sandwich and Detroit by 
british forces under general Proctor — pursued by american 
forces under general Harrison— overtaken — battle and 
defeat of general Proctor at the Moravian town, on the 
river Thames — in vestment of fort George, on the Niagara 
river, and british forces concentrated at Burlington Heights ' 
— general Hampton invades Lower Canada, entering 
Odelltown — retreats and moves to Four Corners, with a 
view ofre-enteringby the river Chateauguay — prpclama- 
tion, by the commander of the forces, and corresponding 
zeal of the Canadian militia — reconnaissance upon the 
enemy's position, by lieutenant colonel De Salaberry — 
defeat of the enemy on the Chateauguay — his retreat — 
the enemy's forces at Sacket's Harbour move^ descend 
the St. Lawrence — defeated at Chrystler's form — retreat 
across the St. Lawrence to Salmon river, where 
tliey put into winter quarters — sedentary militia dismissed , 

with thanks — amencan forces evacuate fort George — 
cruelly destroy the village of Newark — british surprise and 
- take fort Niagara— the ameriean frontier laid wast^, in 
retribution of the conflagration and cruelties at Newark. 

The campaign, towards the autumn, as- 
sumed a more systematic and menacing 
character. In the beginning of September, the 
forces at Burlington (Vermont) under general 
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Chap. Hampton, moved across lake Champlain to 
^^* Plaltsburgh, with a view of penetrating into the 
1813. district of Montreal, while general Wilkinson 
with 10,000 men at Sacket's Harbour, was 
preparing, under the immediate direction of 
general Armstrong, the secretary at war, a 
numerous flotilla of batteaux and durham boats, 
tor an expedition, supposed to be destined 
either against Kingston or Montreal. General 
Harrison, with an army of eight thousand men, 
on the Miami river, only waited for the equip- 
ment of the american fleet, fitting out under 
commodore Perry, at Presqulsle, to move his 
forces against Detroit, and to carry on offensive 
operations against the british, in the neighbour- 
hood of Lake Erie, Captain Barclay, who 
had early in the summer, assumed the com- 
mand of the british squadron on Lake Erie, 
blockaded the american fleet, so as to prevent 
their crossing the bar at Presqu'lsle (which 
the enemy could not effect without unshipping 
their guns,) until toward the conclusion of 
August, when having occasion to bear away 
for Long Point, the enemy seized the moment 
of his absence and crossed the bar. Finding 
on his return the enemy ready for the lake, 
and too powerful for his small squadron, he 
bore away for Amherstburgh, to await the 
equipment of the Detroit recently launched. 

Commodore Perry sailed shortly after him 
for the head of the lake, and appeared at the 
commencement of September, for several days 
successively off" Amherstburgh, in defiance of 
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the british squadron, retiring every evening tochap 
his anchorage at Put-in-Bay. The british ^^" 
forces in the Michigan Territory, and its 1313 
neighbourhood, falling short of supplies, for 
which they depended solely upon the fleet, 
captain Barclay had no other alternative than 
to risk a general engagement. With this reso- 
lution, he made sail from Amherstburgh on 
the 9th September, manned vi^ith only fifty or 
sixty seamen, (including a small reinforcement 
of thirty-six men from Lake Ontario) and 
detachments from the 41st, and royal New- 
foundland regiments, as marines. On the tenth, 
in the morning, the enemy's fleet were descried 
at anchor in Put-in-Bay^ which immediately 
weighed and bore down upon the british 
squadron, while the wind blowing a gentle 
breeze from the south west, veering round to 
the south east, gave the enemy the weather 
gage. At a quarter before twelve, the briti»h 
commenced firing, which was, in ten minutes 
afterwards, returned by the enemy, who bore 
up for close action. The engagement continued 
with unabated fury until half past two, when 
the enemy's principal ship, the Lawrence, being 
rendered unmanageable, commodore Perry 
left her in charge of his first lieutenant Yarnal, 
and hoisted his pendant on board the Niagara. 
Soon after this officer had left the Lawrence, 
her colours were struck, but the british, from 
the weakness of their crews and the destruction 
of their boats, were unable to take possession 
of her. It was at this anxious and interesting 
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Chap, juncture, that the fate of the day seemed to 
XVII. poise in favor of the british ; and commodore 
'J^ Perry even despaired of the victory, when a 
sudden breeze revived his hopes, and turned 
the scale in his favor. This fortunate com- 
mander, finding the Niagara had suffered 
lightly in the engagement, made a desperate 
effort to retrieve the fortune of the day, and 
taking advantage of the breeze, shot ahead of 
the Lady Prevost, Queen Charlotte and Hunter, 
raking them with her starboard guns, and 
engaged the Detroit, which being raked in all 
directions soon became unnianageable. The 
Niagara then bore round ahead of the Queen 
Charlotte, and hauling up on the starboard 
tack, engaged that ship, giving at the same 
time a raking fire with her larboard guns to the 
Chippawa and Little Belt, while the smaller 
vessels closing to grape and canister distance, 
maintained a tremendous and most destructive 
fire. This masterly, and but too successful, 
manoeuvre, decided the contest. Captain Bar- 
clay, being severely and dangerously wounded, 
captain Finnis of the Queen Charlotte, killed, 
and every commander and officer second in 
command, either killed or disabled, the Detroit 
and Queen Charlotte, perfect wrecks, after a 
desperate engagement, of upwards of three 
hours, was compelled to surrender. By this 
decisive action, the whole of the british squa- 
dron on lake Erie was captured by the enemy, 
who now became uncontrollable masters of daat 
lake. The enemy lost in this action, twenQ^- 
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^even men in killed and ninety-six menchap. 
wounded. ^ 



The prisoners were landed at Sandusky, i8i 3 
and treated with the greatest humanity by the 
american commodore, who paroled captain 
Barclay, and treated that gallant officer with 
all the kindness and attention which his unsuc- 
cessful bravery deserved. 

The army in possession of the Michigan 
territory and in the neighbourhood of Detroit, 
was, by this defeat, now deprived of every 
prospect of obtaining future supplies from 
Kingston, and a speedy evacuation of Detroit, 
and a retreat towards the head of lake Ontario, 
became inevitable. Commodore Perry, as soon 
after the engagement, as circumstances would 

- admit, transported the american forces under 
the command of general Harrison, from Por- 
tage River and Fort Meigs, to Put-in-Bay, 
from whence they were conveyed to the neigh- 
bourhood of Amherstburgh, which they occu- 
pied on the evening of the 23d of September, 
general Proctor having previously fallen back 

* upon Sandwich, after setting fire to the navy- 
yard, barracks and public stores, at the former- 
place. General Proctor seeing the enemy 
determined to follow up his first success, by 
an immediate march upon Detroit, found his 
troops void both of resources,and too reduced in 
numbers to make a stand and dispute the occu- 
pancy of that post against the overwhelming 
force of theenemy. He, therefore, determined 
to retreat along the river Thames towards the 
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Chap, head of lake Ontario. On September 26th, he 

YVfT 

^^^* evacuated Detroit and fort Sandwich, and cona- 
1813. fflenced his retreat toward the Thames, having 
entirely destroyed the public^ stores at those 
posts. In this reverse of fortune, the indiass, 
under colonel Elliot, of the Indian department, 
with Tecumseh, still adhered to his standard, 
with unshaken fidelity, and covered his retreat. 
General Harrison occupied Sandwich, on the 
following day, (the 27th Sept.) and on the 
second of October, marched in quest of the 
shattered remains of the british forces under 
general Proctor, escorted by a number of bat- 
teaux, under the immediate direction of com- 
modore Perry. On the 4th of October, he 
came up with the rear-guard of the british, and 
succeeded in capturing the whole of their am- 
munition and stores. General Proctor, under 
this second reverse of fortune, by which he 
was left destitute of the means of subsistence 
and defence, found himself compelled to stake 
the fate of his small array on a general engage- 
ment. He, accordingly, assumed a position on 
the right bank of the Thames, at the Moravian 
Town, (ian indian village,) the left of his line 
resting on the river and Supported by a field- 
piece, his right on a swamp, at the distance of 
near three hundred yards from the river, and 
flanked by the whole indian force attached to 
the division. The intermediate ground cover- 
ed with lofty trees, was dry and somewhat 
elevated* In this position he awaited the ap- 
proach of the eaeimy, 'wko having, mx ibe mom- 
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iag of the dth of Octobec, passed the river at a chan. 
rapids twelve miles below the Moraviaxt village, ^^^^• 
by meaHS of two or three boats and iikdian 1813. 
ca]K>es found on the spot, and by crossing a 
Dumber of infantry behind the horsemen, came 
up with the british in the afternoon*. General 
Harrison drew up hk «nm in two lines, and 
secured his left flank by a division thrown 
back en potence^ and without any previous 
engagement by infantry, ordered his mounted 
^ntuckians (accustomed to ride with extraor- 
dinary dexterity,, through the most embarrassed 
woods) to charge at full speed upon the british, 
wkick they effected before the kitler bad time 
to discharge their third fire. By this cavahy 
charge of the enemy, the soldiers worn down 
with fatigue and hunger, and dispirited by the 
unpromising appearance of the campaign, be- 
can^e totally routed, and for the most part, 
surrendered prisoners, while the general, and 
his personal staff, sought their safety in flight. 
The indians in the mean time carried on the 
contest with the left of the american line^ with 
determination ; but these faithful allies, finding 
all hopes of retrieving the day in vain, yielded 
to the overwhelming numbers of the enemy, 
and reluctantly left the field. They, however, 
remained in the neighbourhood, and barrassed 
the enemy on his retreat to Detroit and Sand- 
wich» whither he returned immediately after 
the action. The british are said to have lost 
twelve killed and twenty-two wounded. The 
americans stated their own loss at seven killed 
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Chap, and twenty-two wounded. Thirty-three Indians 
XVII. ^gj.^ found dead on the field ; among them 
1813. the famous chief and warrior Tecumseh, not 
less celebrated for his humanity, a virtue little 
known among Indians in a state of war, than 
by his bravery, his eloquence, and his influ- 
ence among our Indian allies. Upwards of six 
hundred of the british, including twenty-five 
officers, were made prisoners of war. Those 
who escaped, made the best of their way to 
Ancaster, at the head of the Lake Ontario, 
exposed, at an inclement season, to all the 
horrors of a dreary wilderness, of hunger, and 
of famine. On the seventeenth of October, 
they rendezvoused at that place, to the number 
of two hundred and forty-six, including the 
general and seventeen officers.* 

* The british loss can be ascertained from the foUo^^ing extracts 
from the general order of tiie commander of the forces, of me 24th of 
November, 1813, relative to general Proctor's defeat, on the 5th of 
October : — 

'< His excellency the commander of the forces, has received anoffi' 
cial report from major-genl. Proctor, of the affair which took place on 
the 5th of October, near the Moravian village, and he has in vain 
sought in it, for grounds to palliate the report nuule to his excellency 
by staff'-adjutant Reifienstein, upon which the general order of the 
18th October was founded—on the contrary, that statement remains 
confirmed, in all the principal events which marked that disgraceful 
day ; the precipitancy with which the staff'-adjutant retreated from 
the field of action, prevented his ascertaining the loss sustained by the 
division on that occasion ; it also led him most grossly to exaggerate 
the enemy's force, and to misrepresent the conduct of the indian war- 
riors, who, instead of retreating towards Machedash, as he had stated, 
gallantly maintained the conflict, under their brave chief Tecumseh, 
and in tneir turn, harrassed the american army on its retreat to Detroit. 

<^ The subjoined return states the loss the right division has sus- 
tained in the action of the fleet on lake Ontario, on the 10th Sept., and 
in the affair of the 5th October, near the Moravian village. In the 
latter but very few appear to have been rescued by an honorable 
death, from the ignonuny of passing under the american jroke, nor are 
there many, whose wounds plead in mitigation of this reproach. 
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Thisvdisaster to tbe britisb arms ia that quar-ci,ap. 
ter, seems not to have been palliated by those ^^"• 
precautions, and that presence of mind^ which, J^ 

The right division appears. to have been encumbered with an unma- 
nagealue load of unnecessary, and forbidden private baggage — ^wMle 
the requisite arrangements for the expedition, and certain convey- 
ance of the ammunition, and provisions, the sole objects worthy of 
considecation, appear to have been totally neglected, a^ weU as all 
those ordinary measures, resorted to by officers of intelligence, to re- 
tard, and impede, a pursuing enemy, — The result affords but too fatal 
a proof pf this unjustifiable neglect. The right divisipn had quitted 
Sandwich on its retreat, on the 26th September, having; had amide 
time for every previous arrangement, to facilitate and secure ^at 
movement ; on the 2d of October following, the enemy pursued by 
the same route, and on the 4th, succeeded in cs4;)turing all the stores 
of the division, and on the following day attacked and defeated it, 
alin^st without a.stru^gie. 

<< With heartfelt pride and satisfaction the commander of the forces 
had lavished on the right division of this army, that tribute of praise 
which was so justly due to its former gallantry, and steady discijpline. 
It ia with poignant grief and mortification that he now beholds its 
well-earned kurels tarnished, and its conduct calling loudly for 
reproach and censure. 

« The commander of the forces appeals to the genuine feelings of 
the british soldier, from whom he neither conceals the extent of fhe 
lofis the army has suffered, nor the far more lamented injury it h^ 
sustained, in its wounded honor, confident that but one sentiment will 
animate every breast, and that zealous to wash out the stain, which, 
by a most extraordinary and unaccountable infatuation, hsis fallen on 
a formerly deserving portion of the army ; — all will vie to ^emulate 
the glorious achievements recently performed, by a small but highly 
glinted, and well disciplined division, led on by o^ers possessed of 
enterprise, intelligence, and gallantry, nobly evincing what british 
soldiers can perform, when susceptible of no fear, but that of failing 
in the discharge of tbeir duty. 

<^ His exceUenc]^ considers it an actof iustice, to exonerate most 
honorably from tms censure, the brave soldiers of the right division, 
who were serving as marines on board the squadron on lake Erie." 

''BJSTUEN OF THfi RIGHT DIVISION OF THS ARMY OF T^PPJEIR CANADA. 

DMacktmi'i serving a$ marvMi on board the squadron^ in action, 

oo the lOih September^ 1813. 

Killed, 1 heut., 1 serjt, 21 mnk and file ;— Wounded, 3 serjts., 46 
rank and file ;-*Pnsoner8, 2 lieuts., 1 asst. -surgeon, 4 serjts., 4 drum- 
neiB, 167 rank and file. 

KUkd, wounded, and misting in the retreat and in the action of the 

bth October^ 1813. 
18 officers, 34 Serjeants, 13 dmomersi 559 nxik and file^ 46 bflnre«^. 

K 2 
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Chap, even in defeat, reflect lustre upon a com- 
^^^^- mander. The bridges and roads in the rear of 
1813. tbe retreating army were left entire, while its 

Assembled at AncasUr^ on the 17 th October ^ 1813. 
18 officers, including the major general, 15 Serjeants, 9 drummers, 
204 rank and file, 53 horses. 

Total strength* of the Right Division, on the lOth September y 1813. 
1 maj. gen., 49 officers, 57 serjts., 26 drummers, 994 rank and file, 
99 horses." 



General Proctor had, to this time, served with honor and distinc- 
tion in Upper Canada, and was universally considered a brave and 
able officer ; but his retreat, and the events of this untoward day, 
blasted his fame and at once ruined him in the public estimation. — 
Some, however ,were of opinion that the severity of the general order, 
by Sir George Prevost, on the occasion, was premature, and a preju- 
dication of the case of his unfortunate brother in arms, who, it was 
thought, before so complete a condemnation from his superior officer, 
ought to have had the benefit of a trial. This he ultimately did get, 
but not until, as the reader will perceive, by observing dates, upwards 
of a year after the occurrence alluded to, before the expiration of 
which, Sir George Prevost himself, had faller. still lower than he, in 
the public estimation, by his own inglorious retreat from Plattsburgh, 
more humiliating to the national paride than even Proctor's affair. His 
retreat and discomfiture were of but a small and isolated division of the 
army, hitherto distinguished for its gallantry, but which, by the loss 
of the fleet, becoming destitute of resources, had no other alternative 
than a speedy retreat, or an immediate surrender. He took his chance 
of the former. The retreat, it seems, was ill-conducted; but was, in 
fact, that of sir George Prevost, taking all in all, any thing better 1 
He had advanced to Plattsburgh, at the head of an effective force of at 
least twelve thousand troops, the ilite of the army under his com- 
mand, recently from France and Spam — men accustomed to victory, 
and again marching to it, as they believed — well provided with an 
abundant commissariat, and stores of all kinds, and led on by expe- 
rienced and able officers. — These, however, on the naval defeat, (the 
loss of the fleets being, in both cases, the immediate cause of retreat) 
he countermarched, to their inexpressible humiliation and disgust, 
without their being allowed once to see, much less come in contact 
with the enemy. A further advance, after the loss of the fleet, was, 
indeed, out of tne question ; but nothing could justify the precipitancy 
of retreat, sacrifice of public stores, and demoralisation in the army 
that took place in consequence of it. The district of Montreal,was im- 
mediately in his rear, and at the shortdistance of three, or at most four 
marches from Plattsburgh, upon which he might, it was said, have 
fallen back at his leisure. It is^ however, but justice to remark, that 
time has materially worn down the asperities with which sir George 
Prevost was also in his turn prejud^eKl, with respect to this, to say 
Z&^y^a^^ of it, most unlucky expedition. 
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progress was retarded by a unless and cimi- chap. 
brous load of baggage. Whether the neglect^^^^ 
sprung from, an erroneous contempt of thei8i3. 

Major geneml Procto? being tried at Mbntresl, in December, 1814, 
on five charges preierred against him fbrmisoondnct on tliisioccafiion, 
was found ^lilty of part of them, and sentenced ** to be publicly 
repnmamfed, anid to be suspended from rank and pe/ for six months." 
It was found " that he did not take the proper measures for conduct- 
ing ti^e retreat," — ^that he had, << in many instances during the retreat, 
and in the disposition of the fiirce undec his command, been erroneous 
in jud^nent, and in some, deficient in those energetic and active 
exertions, which the extraordinary difficulties of his situation so par- 
tieularly required."— <' But as to any deibctor reproach wi^ regasd 
to the personal conduct of major general Proctor, during the action of 
the 5th^October, the court most Mly acquitted him." 

His royal highness the Prince. Regent confirmed the finding of the 
court , but animadverted upon it rather severely, by the general order 
issued on the occasion, dated << Horse (guards, 9th Sept., 1815," for 
its '^ mistaken lenity" towards the accused, as the following extracts 
will explain : — 

<* Upon the whole, the court is of opinion, that the prisoner, major 
seneral Proctor, has, in many instances during the retreat, and in the 
disposition of the force under his command, been erroneous in judg- 
ment, and in some, deficient in those energetic and active exertions, 
which the extraordinary difficulties of his situation so particularly 
rec^ured. 

** The court doth, therefore, adjudge him, the said major general 
Proctor, to be publicly reprimanded, and to be suspended from rank 
and pay, for the period of six calendar months. 

<^ But as to any defector reproach, with regard to the personal con- 
duct of major general Proctor, during the action on the 5th Octob^, 
the court most fully and honorably acquits the said major general 
pyoctbr. 

** His^ royal highness the Prince Regent has been pleased, in the 
name and on the behalf of his Majesty, to confirm the finding of the 
court, on the 1st, 3d, 4th, and 5th charges. 

<< With respect to the second charge, it appeared to his royal- high- 
ness to- be a matter of surprise that the court should find the prisoner 
guilty of the ofience alleged against him, while they, at the same time, 
acquit him of all the fticts upon which that change is founded; and 
y«t, that in the summing up of their finding, upon tha whole of the 
charges, they should ascribe the offences of which the prisoner has 
been fotmd guilty, to error of judgment, and pass a sentence totally 
inapplicable to their own finding.of guilt, which can alone be ascribed 
to the court having been induced, by a reference to the general good 
character and conduct of major general Proctor, to forget, through.a 
humane but mistaken lenity, what was due from them 1o the service. 
** Uhder all the circumstances of the case, however, and particularly 
thoat which sender it impossible to have recourse to the otherwise 
expedient measure of re-^ssembling the court for the revisal ol\^«a 
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Chap, enemy, or from disobedience of the orders of 
^^ the commanding officer, it is not well under- 
1813. stoo4 ; but the defeat led to the harshest recri- 
mination, and involved the division of the brave 
troops that had hitherto served with honor in 
the Michigan territory, in undeserved disgrace. 
Notwithstanding these events, the british 
still retained possession of Michillimackinac, 
which secured our influence over the indian 
tribes of the west, and though general Harri- 
son, contemplated an expedition aganst that 
post, he found the season too far advanced to 
undertake it, with any prospect of success. 
For this reason, and from a belief, that the 
garrison of that post, cut oflF from all resources 
must necessarily fall of itself, he abandoned 
the project, not aware that it might, though 
with some pains, be copiously supplied by way 
of York, or the Ottawa river. His disposable 
forces were therefore conveyed from the head 

proceeding, the Prmce Regent has been pleased to acquiesce in and 
confirm so much of the sentence as adjudges the prisoner to be publicly 
reprimanded ; and in carrying the same into execution, his loyzl 
highness has directed the general officer commanding in Canada, to 
convey to major general Proctor, his royal highness's high disappro- 
bation of his conduct ; together with the expression of his royal high- 
ness's regret, that any officer of the length of service and of me exalt- 
ed rank he has attained, should be so extremely wanting in profes- 
sional knowledge, and so deficient in those active and energetic qua- 
lities, which must be required of every officer, but especis£y of one 
in the responsible situation in which the major general wali^ placed. . 

" His royal highness the commander in chief directs that the fore- 
going charges preferred against major general Proctor, together with 
we finding and sentence of the court, and the Prince Regeiit's plea- 
sure thereon, shall be entered in the general order book, and read at 
the head of every regiment in his Majesty's service. 

« By command of his royal highness tne commander in chief. 

'< H. Calvebt, adjutant general." 
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>f Lake Erie to BuflFalo, from whence they chap, 
vere forwarded to Niagara and Fort George, ^^^^ 
:6 supply the detachments which had moved ig^sT 
rem thence to Sacket's Harbour. 

The commander of the forces, whose head- 
quarters were at Kingston, having cause to 
mspect an attack at that point, by the arma- 
ment preparing at Sacket's Harbour, re-called 
major general De Rottenburgh with a part of 
[lis force from the Niagara frontier, leaving 
major general Vincent to continue the invest- 
ment of Fort George. No sooner had these 
orders been carried into eflFect, for the security 
sf Kingston, than general Vincent ascertained 
by several expresses from general Proctor, his 
retreat from Amhertsburgh, and his total dis- 
comfiture at the Moravian village. So circum- 
stanced, he judged it expedient, for the suc- 
cour of the broken remains of the right division 
retreating towards the head of the Ontario, as 
well as for the safety of his army, to raise the 
investment of Fort George and to fall back and 
concentrate his forces at Burlington Heights, 
lest general Harrison, by a bold and rapid 
march, or by a sudden descent in the fleet 
from Amherstburgh, should pre-occupy that 
important position, which, if effected by the 
enemy, would place him between the two 
hostile armies. 

To retire with order and safety, at a moment 
when the enemy, emboldened by recent 
triumphs, and the advantage of superior num- 
bers, might, by a decisive stroke, have dis- 
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Chap, persed our for.ceson the Niagara frcmtieTf was 
^^'* a movement of the utmost consequence to the 
1813 security €^£ Upper Canada. The british line 
extending in front of Fort George from the 
Four-Mile Creek on Lake Ontario,, to the cross 
roads and St. David's, was so extremely 
weakqn^d by sickness, as to be scarcely aUe 
from three or four thousand men, to exhibit 
one third of that number of eflfective firelocks, 
in case of emergency : but the superior advam- 
tages of decision and methods in effecting the 
retreat, amply provided for the safety of the 
movement. Early in the morning, of the 9th 
of October, the main body with the baggage 
fell back in silence and with good order, while 
the picquets remained at their posts, in froat 
of Fort George, in order to engage the attention 
of the enemy, who were not aware of the 
retreat until the evening, when the picquets 
retired. Seven compames of the 100th and the 
light company of the 8th regiment, and a few 
indians, the. whole under the command of 
colonel Murray, constituted the rear guard, and 
covered the retreat of the main body. This 
small but effective force, and which during the 
investment had participated in all the fatigues 
and privations, incident to that service, pro- 
ceeded in the rear of the army, by slow and 
deliberate marches, and though closely pressed 
for several days, by a brigade of 1500 men, 
under brigadiers general M^Clure and Porter 
from Fort George, so eflfectually checked their 
pursuit as to afford time to general Vincent to 
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coHect the remains of the right division, under cbap. 
general Proctor, and to prepare himself against x^"- 
an attack at Burlington Heights. Tsis. 

After a few days march and constant 
mancEUvring with M^Clure's division, the rear 
guard finally assumed a position at the already 
celebrated Stoney Creek, from which the 
enemy did not think it prudent to attempt to 
dislodge it. 

The commander of the forces having left 
major general De Rottenburgh in charge of the 
civil and military commands in Upper-Canada, 
returned to Montreal, toward the end of Sep- 
tember, to meet the invasion with which the 
enensy threatened the lower province. Gen- 
eral Hampton after having transported his 
force across Lake Champlan, lay encamped 
for some days, at Cumberland Head, near 
Plattsburgh. On the 20th of September, he 
entered Lower Canada, (his advanced guard 
having surprised a small picquet early in the 
morning) at Odelltown, with upwards of five 
thousand men. The road leading from thence 
to TAcadie and the open country, in the neighr- 
bourhood of Montreal, passed through a 
swampy wood of upwards of five leagues 
w^hich had been cut up and rendered impracti- 
cable, by abbalis the preceding campaign, by 
the voltigeurs under lieutenant colonel De 
Salaberry, and was now guarded by a few of 
the Frontier Light Infantry, and some Indians 
under the direction of captain Mailloux. These 
were immediately reinforced, by the flank 
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Chap, companies of the 4th battalion of embodied 
^^ militia under major Perrault, and the Canadian 
1813. Voltigeurs under lieutenant col. De Salaberry, 
who commanded in the advance. Had Hamp- 
ton, immediately, sent forward a body of 
rifleman through the woods, he might, without 
much difficulty, have obtained a footing in the 
open country near St. Johns, which, if he 
could have succeeded in occupying, must have 
led to the surrender of the Isle-aux-Noix. He, 
however, seems not to have been aware of our 
weakness, or to have placed little reliance in 
the discipline and perseverance of his troops. 
On the 22d September, he evacuated Odell- 
town, and moved with his whole force westward, 
toward the head of Chateauguay river, under 
pretext of the impracticability of advancing 
through the Odelltown road, for want of water 
for his cavalry and cattle, owing to the extra- 
ordinary drought of the season. 

At this momentous crisis, the commander of 
the forces issued a proclamation, calling for 
the exertions of the people in repelling the 
threatened invasion ; and the militia in the 
district of Montreal, turned out with the same 
ardour and alacrity as in the preceding cam- 
paign. 

Lieut, colonel' De Salaberry, with the 
Canadian Voltigeurs, on ascertaining the route 
the enemy had pursued, moved in like manner 
to Chateauguay, where he was ordered by the 
commander of the forces, to proceed to the en- 
emy's camp at Four Corners, at the head of the 
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^ChateaUgnay, in order to create an alarm, and if chap. 
'possible dislodge him by a surprise. To eflFect^^"- 
this service (the accomplishment of which 1813. 
•appeared quite impracticable to lieutenant col. 
De- Salaberry, with the very limited force 
'under his command) he proceeded through 
Ithe woods along the Chateauguay, with bne 
hundred and fifty of his Voltigeurs, the light 
compatiy of the Canadian Pencibles, and about 
one hundred Indians, under the direction of 
captain Gaucher ; and on the afternoon of the 
first of October, arrived, unobserved, at the 
vicinity of the enemy's camp. By the indiscre- 
tion of one of his indians, who had discharged 
his piece, an alarm was created, when lieut. 
colonel DeSalaberry finding himself discovered, 
immediately collected fifty of his Voltigeurs, 
with whom, and his indians, he pushed into 
'the enemy's advanced camp, consisting of two 
light battalions, of about four hundred men 
each, and drove them for a considerable dis- 
tslnce, until perceiving the enemy making 
"movements to cut off his retreat he fell back, 
atnd took up his former position at the skirt of 
the woods. From this point he made another 
charge, but the alarm being now universal in 
the camp, and the indians having fallen to the 
"rear, he retired. Of the enemy, one officer 
and one man were killed, and only one 
wounded, by their own statement; though 
other more probable accounts, state their loss 
' at twenty "five killed and wounded. This affair, 
afforded an occasion to lieut. col. DeSalabert^^ 
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Chap, of leadijog his VoUigeurs for the first time into 
^^^ action, and probably gave him a just confidence 
181^3. in the valour of his countrymen, which a few 
days afterwards they so well exemplified, 
under their gallant leader at Chateaugu^. 
After this incursion he returned to Chatew- 
guay, taking the precaution of breaking up the 
road in his rear, and acquainting himself with 
the ground over which Hampton was expected . 
to make his way into the province^ and finally 
assumed a judicious position in a thick wood, 
on the left oank of the Chateauguay river, at 
the distance of two leagues above the fork or 
confluence of that and the English river, where 
he threw up temporary breast works of Iqga, 
covering his front and right flank by extended 
abattis, his leit beins; secured by the river. 

Here be resolved to await the enemy and 
maintain his ground with a handful of Canadi- 
ans, against the whole strength of the invading 
army. In his rear there was a small rapid, 
where the river was fordable ; this he covered 
with a strong breast work and a guard ; key- 
ing at the same time a strong picquet of the 
Beauharnois militia, in advance on the right 
bank of the river, lest the enemy, approaching 
under cover of the forest, might cross the ford, 
and dislodge him from his ground. The occu- 
pancy of this position, Hampton justly con- 
sidered of the first importance tp the ulterior 
object of the campaign, as the couatry from 
thence to, the mouth of the Chateauguay, being 
prwciyaJJy ope» w4 quUi^^Mi aSbrded no 
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strong points to check his progresB to the St*chap. 
Lawrence^ and prevent his junction with^^" 
general Wilkinson's divigioH) which, in fact, 1^13. 
was not yet ia readiness to move. 

General Hampton, in the meantime, to dis- 
tract and divide the attention of the british, 
d&fected colonel Clark to carry on a petty 
vfaerfare on the eastern side of lake Champlain, 
and that ruthless depredator accordingly in- 
fested the settlements in Missiskoui Bay, 
Mihere he plundered the inhabitants in the most 
wanton manner. 

Oh tike 21st of October, general Hattpton 
again entered Lower Canada^ having early in 
the morning of that day despatched his light 
troops and a regiment of the line, under 
brigadier general Izard, to dislodge a small 
pieid|uet of sedentary militia, and a few Indian 
warriors,, at the junction of the Outarde and 
Chateauguay rivers^ where the miih body 
arrived on the 22d. On the 24th, having 
opened and completed a large and practicable 
road from hiS' position at Four Corners, (a 
distant e df 24 miles.) through woods and 
morasses, which lieut, colonel De Salaberry, 
on returning from Four Corners, had broken 
and embarrassed with abattis, the whole of 
hisi artillery ( 10 field pieces) and stores were 
brought forward to his new portion, about 
seven miles from lieut; colonel De Sdaberry's 
poflt. 

Fromi thisi point he de^dftcbed colonel 
Pinrdy,. witk a light brigade^ and a sftrong body 
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^^ap of infsa^try ]0f the line, at aa early hour in . die^ 

) night of the 25th, with orders to gain the .ford, 

1813. and fall on the rear of lieut. colonel De Sala^ 
berry's position ; while the main body were to 
commence the attack in front. Purdy's brigade 
pro<;5eeded, but getting bewildered in the woods, , 
either through the ignorance or treachery of 
the guides, did not gain the point of attacki as; 
directed. General Hampton, however^ adr 
vanced next morning, (26th OctO under the. 
expectation of hearing of the intended attack . 
at the ford, and at ten o'clock made his/ 
appearance, with about three thousand fiye 
hundred men, under general Izai'd, on the high 
road, leading . ta ( the abattis, and drove in a 
small picquet of twenty-^five men, whoj falling 
back upon a second picquet, made a resolute 
stand, and maintained a smart fire upon the 
enemy. Lieut, colonel De Salaberry, upon 
hearing the musketry, advanced with the light 
comp?iny of the Canadian Fencibles,commaiided 
by captain Ferguson, and two companies of his ; 
Voltigeurs,, commanded by captains Chevalierr 
and Juchereau Duchesnay. The first of these' 
companies he posted on the right, in front of 
the abattis, in extended order, its right skirting: 
on the, adjoining wroods and: abattis^ among; 
which were distributed a few Abenaqui jndiansi 
Captain Chevalier Duchesnay's company, of 
Voltigeurs in extended order, . occupied the- 
ground from the left of this company to the 
river Chateaijig'iiay, and i tli^ third, company, 
under captain. I4t Judbefeau Djucbesnay, with 



125 

about thirty-five sedentary militia, under capt. chap 
Longtain, were thrown back en potence along ^^ 
the margin of the river, for the purpose of isis. 
flanking, or preventing a flank fire from the 
enemy in the event of his appearance on the 
opposite side of the river. The enemy, in the 
mean time, advanced with steadiness in open 
column of sections to within musket shot, when 
lieutenant colonel De Salaberry discharged his 
rifle as a signal to commence firing, at which a . 
mounted officer was seen to fall. The bugles 
sounded and a quick fire was immediately 
opened upon the enemy, who wheeled up into 
line, and commenced a fire in battalion vollies, 
which, from the position of their line, was 
almost totally thrown to the right of the Canadi- 
ans, and of no effect whatever. They, how- 
ever, soon changed their front parallel to their 
adversaries, by facing to the right, and fyling 
up with speed, when the' engagement became 
general. The retreat of a few skirmishers, 
advanced in the centre of the line, being mis- 
taken by the enemy for a flight, an universal 
shout ensued, which was re-echoed by the 
Canadians, and the reinforcements in reserve 
under lieutenant colonel McDonnell, while 
lieutenant colonel De Salaberry, as a ruse de 
guerrey ordered the bugles placed at intervals, 
in the abattis, to sound an advance : this had 
the desired effect and checked the ardour of 
die enemy, who suspected that the Canadians 
were advancing in great numbers. The noise 
of the engagement brought on colonel Putd^'% 

L 2 
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^^jP- division, on the opposite side of the river^ 
v^,^ which, having driven in the picquet of the 
1813. Sedentary militia, under captain Brugueire^ 
were pressing on for the ford, at which lient. 
colonel De Salaberry ordered the light com- 
pany of the Sd battalion embodied militia, 
under captain Daly, to cross and take up the 
ground abandoned by the picquet Captain 
Daly, with his company, crossed at the ford, 
and having advanced fell in with, and drove 
back the advanced guard of the americans upon 
the main body, which still pressed forward and 
compelled him, in his turn, to fallback. Hav- 
ing repulsed captain Daly'd company, they 
were moving on in overwhelming numbers, 
with eagerness and speed, close on the bank 
of the river, until opposite to captain L. 
Juchereau Duchesnay's company, which 
hitherto lay concealed, and now at the word of 
command from lieutenant colonel De Salabeiry 
opened so unexpected and effectual a fire upon 
the enemy, as to throw him into the utmost 
disorder, and immediately to occasion a tumul- 
tuous and precipitate retreat. 

General Hampton finding his arrangements 
disconcerted, by the total route of the division 
on the right bank, withdrew his forces in good 
order, at half past two in the afternoon, without 
having made a single effort to carry the abattis 
and entrenchments, at the point of the bayonet, 
leaving lieut. colonel De Salaberry, with 
scarcely three huadred Canadians, masters of 
the fieM of action* Towards the close of the 
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engagement Sir George Prevost, with major chan. 

general De Watteville, arrived on the ground, .^ ,* 

and witnessed in person, the judicious arrange- isis. 
ments lieutenant colonel De Salaberry bad 
made, whose prowess and that of his gallant 
comrades and countrymen on the occasion, 
called forth the warmest encomiums of the 
commander of the forces. Upwards of forty of 
the americans were found dead on the field. 
The loss of the Canadians amounted to five 
killed and twenty in wounded and missing.^ 

General Hampton having re-occupied his 
late position, called a council of war, where it 
was determined to fall back and occupy the 
former position at Four-Corners, to secure 
their communication with the United States;' 
from thence, either to retire into winter 

2uarters or to be ready to re-enter Lower- 
!anada. Pursuant to this determination, the 
army retired to Four-Corners, while the 
Canadians hung upon their rear, and harrassed 
their retreat. 

From the fatigues and privations experienced 
by this division, exposed for several weeks to 
the inclemency of the season, it had become 
incapable of co-operating with Wilkinson's 

♦ The commander of the forces was pleased to acknowledge the 
distineuiihed support which lieut. col. D« Salaberry experienced 
from me zeal and exertions of captain Ferguson of the Canadian Fen- 
ciblesr and from, the captains Chevalier and L. Juchereau Daches- 
nayy from adjutants 0*Sullivan and Hebden, and captain Lamotte,of 
the indian warriors. Sir George Prevost, in his official despatch on 
this occasion, scdieited from the Prince Regent, as a mark of his gra- 
cious approbation oi the embodied battalions' of the Canadian Militia, 
five pairs of colours, for the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th battalions, 
wht^n wtre f ccofdingij gnmtod. 
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Chap, division, in the combined movement against 
^^- Montreal. It, therefore, shortly after, fell 
1813. back upon Plattsburgh, and retired to winter 
quarters. 

The plan of the campaign adopted by the 
american government, as subsequently devel- 
oped by the publications of sundry documents 
submitted to Congress, was, by hastily with- 
drawing their forces from Fort George to 
Sacket's Harbour, to make a sudden descent 
upon Kingston, before the british forces could 
be called in from the Niagara frontier ; white 
Hampton was to make a simultaneous moTe- 
ment on Lake Champlain, indicating an intenir 
tion of attacking Montreal and its dependencies, 
and really to attack them, if to reinforce the 
upper province, these posts should be materially 
weakened. The lingering progress of the 
armament at Sacket's Harbour, afforded time 
to call in reinforcements to Kingston, and after 
some discussion between general Wilkinson 
and the secretary of war, it was determined, 
at the instance of the latter, to leave that post 
in the rear, and proceed down the St. Law- 
rence for Montreal. The american forces, to 
about ten thousand men, accordingly rendez- 
voused towards the end of October, on 
Grenadier Island, in the neighbourhood of 
Kingston, where general De Rottenburgh, 
confidently expecting an attack, was prepared 
for the event. From this point, after experi- 
encing much foul weather, Wilkinson com- 
menced his movement, under cover of die 
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american fleet, and on the 3d November chap, 
proceeded down Che St. Lawrence, with a^^ 
flotilla of upwards of three hundred boats ofiais, 
various sizes, escorted by a division of gun- 
boats* He continued to within three miles of 
Prescott, and landed his troops on the ameri'^ 
^ can shore, who proceeded downwards by land 
to a.bay or cove, two miles below that post, in, 
order to avoid the british batteries, while the 
flotilla passed them in the jiight of the sixth, 
without sustaining any material injury in their 
passage by the cannonade. 

The movement of the flotilla down the St. 
Lawrence, being ascertained at Kingston, gen. 
De Rottenburgh detached a small force from 
that post, consisting of the 49th regiment, 
commanded by lieutenant colonel Plenderleath, 
the 89th regiment and some Voltigeurs, w^hich, 
when reinforced by lieutenant colonel Pearson, 
with a party of the Canadian Fencibles from 
Prescott, amounted to about eight hundred 
rank, and file, the whole commanded by lieut; 
colonel Morrison, of the 89th regiment, and 
accompanied by the deputy adjutant-genera^ 
lieutenant colonel Harvey. This corps of 
observation proceeded under the escort of a 
small division of gun-boats, commanded by 
captain Mulcaster, R* N., in, pursuit of the 
enemy, and on the eighth came up with them 
at Point Iroquois. General Wilkinson had, on 
the preceding day^ directed colonel Macomb 
to land on the british shore with 1200 men, in 
order to clear the coast down to the head, of 
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chai>. the Long Sault, of the militia collecting along 
^^^^' the shores from various parts of the country. 



iai3. On the 18th, this division was reinforced by 
brigadier general Brown's brigade, with a 
body of dragoons from the american shore. 
On arriving at the head of the Long Sault, the 
whole of the effective men, except such as 
were required for navigating the boats down 
the rapid, were landed under the orders of 
brigadier general Boyd, who was to proceed 
down by land in the rear of general Brown^s' 
division to the foot of the Long Sault. On the 
tenth, lieutenant colonel Morrison with the 
gun-boats visited the american post at Hamif^ 
ton, where he landed and took possession of a 
considerable quantity of provisions and stores 
belonging to the american army, with two 
pieces of ordnance. Lieutenant col. Harvey, 
in the meantime, followed up the enemy, who, 
in the evening, were observed advancing from 
the woods in considerable numbers with a 
body of cavalry, but upon receiving a few 
rounds from three field pieces, and probably 
finding their pursuers better prepared than 
they expected, fell back for the night.* On 
the ensuing day, lieut. colonel Morrison 
pressed so closely upon the rear of general 
Boyd's division, as to compel him to concen- 
trate his forces and give battle, a description 
of which cannot be more accurately conveyed 
than by quoting lieutenant colonel Morrison's 

* Some smart cannonading, in the mean time, took place between 
the gun-boats. 
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official despatch on the occasion : — " The chap, 
enemy's force, consisting of two brigades of^^^^- 
infantry, and a regiment of cavalry, amounting igj 3 
to between three and four thousand men, 
moved forward about two o'clock in the after- 
noon, from Chrystler's Point, and attacked 
our advance, which gradually fell back to the 
position selected for the detachment to Dccupy, 
the right resting on the river, and the left on a 
pine-wood, exhibiting about seven hundred 
yards. The ground being open, the troops 
were thus disposed : — 

'* The flank companies of the 49th regiment, 
the detachment of the Canadian regiment, with 
one field piece, under lieutenant col. Pearson, 
on the right; a little advanced on the road — 
three companies of the 89th regiment, under 
captain Barnes, with a gun formed in echellon 
with the advance on its left, supporting it. 
The 49th and the 89th thrown more to the 
rear, with a gun, formed the main body and 
reserve, extending to the woods on the left ; 
which were occupied by the Voltigeurs, under 
major Herriot, and the indians under lieutenant 
Anderson. — At about half-past two the action 
became general, when the enemy endeavored, 
by moving forward a brigade from his right, to ' 
turn our left, but was repulsed by the 89th 
regiment forming en potence with the 49th 
regiment, and by moving forward, occasionally 
firing by platoons ; his efforts were next directed 
against our right, and to repulse this movement, 
the 49th regiment took ground in that direction, 
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Chap, in echellon, followed by the 89(h. When 
^^^* within half musket shot, the line was fol'iried 
1813. under a heavy but irregular fire from the enemy 
— the 49th was directed to charge their guns, 
posted opposite to ours, but it became neces- 
sary, when within a short distance of theln, to 
check this forward movement, in consequence 
of a charge from their cavalry on the right, lest 
they should wheel about, and fall upon the 
rear, but they were received in so gallant a 
manner by the companies of the 89th under 
captain Barnes, and the well directed fire of 
the artillery, that they quickly retreated, and 
by a charge from those companies, one gun 
was gained. — The enemy immediately coticen- 
trated their force to check our advance, but 
such was the steady countenance and well 
directed fire of the troops and artillery, that 
about half-past four, they gave way at all points 
from an e'xceedjng strong position, endeavour- 
ing by their light infantry to cover their retreat, 
who were soon driven away by a judicious 
movement made by lieutenant colonel Pearson, 
The detachment, for the night, occupied the 
ground from which the enemy had been 
driven." 

This, (called the battle of ChrystlePs fartej 
from the ground on which it occurred,) is, in 
the estimation of military men, considered the 
most scientific military affair during the late 
war, from the professional skill displayed in 
the course of the action, by the adverse com- 
manders ; and when we consider the prodigious 
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preparatives of the american government fovcbttv. 
that expedition, with the failure of which their ^^^• 
hopes of conquest vanished, the battle of 1813. 
Chrystler's farm may, probably, be classed as 
the most important, and the best fought, that 
took place during the war. 

The american division, after leaving the 
field, re-embarked in haste, while the dragoons 
with five field pieces of li^t artillery proceeded 
down towards Cornwall, in the rear of general 
Brown's division, who, unaware of the battle, 
had continued his march for that place. The 
enemy lost an able officer, in the person of 
brigadier general Covington, who, while ani- 
mating his men to the charge, received a 
mortal wound, which he survived only two 
days. The loss of the ^nemy, by their own 
official statements, amounted to three officers 
and ninety-nine men killed, and sixteen officers 
and one hundred and twenty-one men wounded. 
The loss of the british amounted to three 
officers (captain Nairne of the 49th regiment 
and lieutenants Lorimier and Armstrong,) and 
twenty-one men killed, and eight officers and 
one hundred and thirty-seven wounded, and 
twelve missing. 

General Wilkinson, who, during th^ action, 
lay confined to his barge, from a protracted 
illness, in his official despatch to his govern- 
ment, bears faithful testimony of the loyalty of 
the inhabitants on the Canada side of the Saint 
Lawrence, and of the bravery and dfaeipliiie 
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Chap, of the troops he had to contend with at Chrys- 



1813. The day after the engagement, the american 
flotilla proceeded down the Long Sault and 
joined near Cornwall, the division which had 
moved on under general Brown, towards that 
place, where general Wilkinson confidently 
expected to hear of the arrival of general 
Hampton, on the opposite shore, to whom he 
had written on the 6th, to that effect, not being 
then acquainted with his late defeat. Here, to 
his unspeakable mortification and surprise, he 
received a letter from general Hampton, inform- 
ing him that the division under his command was 
falling back upon lake Champlain. This infor- 
mation, with the countless difficulties momently, 
crowding upon the american army, effectually 
blasted every prospect of further success. So 
circumstanced, the american commander imme- 

* Lieut, colonel Morrison concludes his despatch by the following 
testimony, of the zeal and bravery manifested by the officers and 
men under his command : — 

'* It is now my grateful duty to point out to your honor, the benefit 
the service has received from the ability, judgment, and active exer- 
tions of lient. col. Harvey, the deputy adjutant general, for sparing 
whom to accompany the detachment, I must again publicly express 
my acknowledgments. To the cordial co-operation and exertions of 
lieut. col. Pearson, commanding the detachment from Prescott, lieut. 
col. Plenderleath, 49th regiment, ma^or Clifford, 89th regiment, major 
Herriot, of the Voltigeurs, and captam Jackson, of the royal artillery, 
combined with the gallantry of the troops, our great success may be 
attributed ; every man did his duty, and I believe, I cannot more 
strongly speak tneir merits than in mentioning that our small force 
did not exceed ei^t hundred rank and file. 

" To captains Davis and Skinner, of the quarter-matser general's 
department, I am under the greatest obligations for the assistance I 
have received from them ; their zeal and activity, have been unre- 
nndtting. Lieut. Haggerman, of the militia, and lieut. Anderson, of the 
inddan department, have also, for llieir services, deserved my public 
acknowledgments. 
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diately held a council of war, in which it was chap. 
unanimously resolved — " That the attack on ^]J^ 
Montreal should be abandoned for the present ^^, 
season, and that the army near Cornwall should 
immediately be crossed to the american shore, 
for taking up winter quarters,'' which, on the 
ensuing day, was accordingly carried into 
effect, by their proceeding for Salmon River, 
where their boats and batteaux were scuttled, 
and extensive barracks for the whole army 
erected with extraordinary celerity, and sur- 
rounded on all sides by abattiSi so as to render 
a surprise impracticable. 

Wilkinson's intention was to have landed on 
the Isle Perrdt, which is separated from the 
Island of Montreal, by a small channel, over 
which he intended to throw a bridge of boats, 
and thence to fight his way to the city. 

Every appearance of danger having subsid- 
ed, the commander of the forces dismissed the 
Sedentar)" Militia, by a general order of the 
1 7th November,* with acknowledgments of the 

• " Head Quarters, Lachine, November 17, 1813. 

" General Order. — The divisions of sedentary militia called out 
by the general order of the 8th instant, are to be disbanded and to 
return to their respective homes, in the following order. 

" His excellency the governor in chief and commander of the forces, 
in dispensmg, for the present, with tiie further services of the militia, 
feels the greatest satisfaction in acknowledging the cheerful alacrity 
with which they have repaired to their respective posts, and the loy- 
alty and zeal they have manifested at tiie prospect of encountering 
the enemy — although he has been checked in his career by the bra- 
very and discipline of his Majestjr's troops in the Upper Province, 
and thus frustrated in his avowed intention of landing on this island, 
his excellency feels confident that had he been enabled to reach it, 
whatever might have been his force, he would have met with that 
steady and determined resistance from the militia of the provvwc^^ 
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Chap, cheerful alacrity, with which they had repaired 
^^^^- to their posts, and the loyalty and zeal they 
7^ had manifested, at the prospect of encounter- 
ing the enemy. 

With these operations terminated the cam- 
paign of 1813, in the lower province, but 
new triumphs still awaited the british arms, in 
the province of Upper-Canada. 

which would have tennmated his third cttempt for its invasion^ like 
those which preceded it, in defeat and disgrace. 

<< The MoAtreal Vdunteers, to march Srom Laehine, at 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning, to Montreal. 

^< The 1st batt. of Montreal militia, at 8 o'clock on Friday morning. 

<< The 2d batt. at 10 o'clock, and the 3d batt., at 12 o'clock, on the 
same day. 

" The above corps are to remain embodied until the 24th instant, 
on which day a corps of the line will relieve fhem. 

« On the 20th inst., coL McGill will ailow the whole of the raeft 
belonging to the second class of sedentary militia to return to their 
respective homes. — Upon proper certificates being produced to tbe 
commissariat at Montreal, each captain or commanding officer of a 
eompany of sedentary militia is to receive for every private man, 
returning home, at the rate of Is. 3d. currency, andnon-comrndssioned 
officers in that proportion, for every five leagues that they have to 
travel — ^this allowance is, for that period, in lieu of pay and rations. 

'^ Colonel La Croix's division, now at Lower Lachme, is to march 
from thence on the 20th inst. , so as to arrive on the Champ de Mars, 
at Montreal, by 10 o^clock in the morning of that day, for the pur- 
pose of piling their arms, and returning into store their aecootie- 
ments, ammunition, blankets, haversacl^, and canteens. 

<< Lieut, col. M'Eenzie's battalion will march from its pre sent 
quarters so as to arrive on the Champ de Mars, at 12 o'clock on the 
same day,-rand lieut. col. Leprohon's at 2 o'clock. 

<< Lieut, col. Cuthbert's division is to arrive on the Champ de Mars, 
at 10 o'clock on the 21 st inst. — The batt. placed under the command 
of lieut. eol. Boucherville will leave the ground it at present occupies 
on the 22d, and proceed to Montreal on its route to Three Rivers. — 
The one con^ded to the command of lieut. co!. Deschambault ttrlll 
commence falling back to Montreal on the 23d inst. — The remaining 
battalions of the sedentary militia are to commence their march for' 
their respective parishes on the 23d. 

'< The quarter-master general of the forces will make the necessary 
arrangements for reUevmg eapt Piatt's troop of Volunteer Cavalry 
from its present duty, on or before the 24th inst. when it is to return 
to Montreal for the purpose of being dismissed untU further orders. 

^' ^y his exi^cellep^y^s coippfiand, 

<f Edward Baynes, adjt.-general^" 
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Major general De Rottenburgh was relieved chai 
in the Command of Upper Canada, early in ^^" 
December, by lieutenant general Drummond, Igi3^ 
who proceeded from Kingston to York, and 
from thence to the head of the lake, where 
the army again resumed an offensive posture, 
with a view to regain possession of Fort 
George. General M'Clure, who, on the break- 
ing up of the investment of Fort George, had 
issued a proclamation, in which he affected to 
consider Upper Canada as abandoned by the 
british army, and offered the friendship and 
protection of his government to the people of 
that province, on the approach of the british 
under colonel Murray, precipitately evacuated 
that post on the 12th December, and retreated 
across the Niagara, having, pursuant to the 
directions of the american secretary of war, 
most inhumanly, on the 10th of December, set 
fire to the flourishing village of Newark, con- 
taining about one hundred and fifty houses; 
which were reduced to ashes, leaving the^ 
wretched and forlorn inhabitants with upwards 
of four hundred women and children houseless, 
and exposed to the accumulated horrors of 
famine and the inclemency of a Canadian winter. 
The british under the command of colonel 
Murray, scarcely amounting to five hundred 
men, including indians and militia, immediately 
occupied Fort George. The barbarous policy 
of tne american government, in destroying 
Newark, exasperated the army as well as the 
inhabitants on the frontier, of whose impatience 

M 2 
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Chap, for retaliatioDj general Dniminond promptly 

^^ availed himself, after the occupation of Fort 

1813. George^ and accordingly adopted the reisolu- 

tion of carrying the american fort Niagara by 

surprise. 

Having only two batteaux at his disposal, in 
the Niagara river, he deferred the attack until 
a sufficient number of batteaux could be coh* 
veyed ovw land, several miles, from Burlington 
at the head of the lake, which was effected by 
the exertions of captain Elliot, of the quarter 
master general's department. Having made 
every neceraary arrangement, the batteaux 
were launched, and the troops were embarked 
on the night of the 18th December, consisting 
of a small detachment of royal artillery, the 
grenadier company of the royal scots, the flank 
companies of the 41st and 100th regiment, 
amounting in the whole to five hundred and 
fifty men, under the immediate command of 
colonel Murray. This small force having 
crossed the river, assisted by the Provincial 
Corps, as boatmen, landed with the utmost 
silence and good order, at the Five Mile 
Meadows, distant four and a half miles from 
the Fort. From this point, cokmel Murray 
moved towards the Forty having previously 
detached the advance of his division, under 
captain Fawcett, and lieia^tenant Dawtson of 
the 1 00th regimentf who gallantly exeoited 
tiie orders entrusted to them, by cutting off 
two of the enemy's picq^ets, and surpming 
the 96Dd[niei8 oh the ^acis and at iSas gate^ 
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from whom the watch-word was obtained^ and cjba». 
tbe entfafice into the Fort, thereby greatJy'^^"- 
facHiiated, which was rapidly effected through ^i^, 
the maia gate, before the enemy had tinie to 
sound the alarm. The assailants having 
obtained possession of the worlds, the enemy 
made for some time a feeble resistance, but 
finally surrendered at discretiioai The valour 
of the troops engaged on this service, particu- 
larly of the 100th regiment, under lieutenant 
coio&el Hamilton, was conspicuous. The 
loss of die british anaounted to only one officer 
(lieut Nolan,} and five men killed, and two 
officers and three men wounded* The loss of 
tjate enemy in slain amounted to sixty-five men 
and two officers, and twelve rank and file in 
wounded. The prisoners amounted to up- 
wards of three hundred effective men of the 
regular army of the United States. An im- 
mense quantity of commissariat stores with 
upwards of three thousand stand of arms, a 
great number of rifles and several pieces of 
ordnance, of which, twenty-seven of different 
calibres were mounted on the works, fell into 
the hands of the victors. Major general Riall, 
who had crossed over immediately after col. 
Murray, with the whole body of western 
indiaos, and the 1st battalion of Royal Scots, 
and 41 St regiment, in order to support the 
attack, upon ascertaining its success, immedi- 
ately manc^ed along the river upon Lewiston^ 
where the enemy had established a force and 
bad erected bt^tterie^ with the avowed purpose 
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Ghap. of destroying the town of Queenstown, situated 
^^* directly opposite. The enemy, upon the 
1813. approach of this division, abandoned their 
position, leaving two guns, a twelve and a 
six pounder, which fell into the hands of the 
british, with a considerable quantity of small 
arms and stores. In retaliation for the confla* 
gration of Newark, the indignant troops and 
the auxiliary indians were let loose upon the 
enemy^s frontier, and Lewiston, Manchester 
and the circumjacent country were laid in ruins. 
General Drummond determined to follow up 
these successes, which he could not deem 
complete until he had chased the enemy from 
the whole frontier, and taken ample vengeance 
for his cruelties toward the inhabitants of 
Newark. He, therefore, moved his forces up 
to Chippawa where he fixed his head quarters, 
on the 28th December, and on the following 
day, approached to within two miles of Fort 
Erie, where having reconnoitred the enemy's 
position at Black Rock, he determined to 
attack him in the course of the night. He, 
accordingly, directed general Riall to cross 
the river with four companies of the King's 
regiment and the light company of the 89th, 
under lieutenant colonel Ogilvy ; two hundred 
and fifty men of the 41st, and the grenadiers 
of the lOOth regiment, under major Frend, 
together with about fifty militia volunteers and 
a body of indian warriors. This division com- 
pleted its landing about midnight, two miles 
below Black Rock, its advanced guard having 
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surprised and captured the greater part of a chap. 
pidquet of the enemy, and secured the bridge ^^^ 
over the Conguichity Creek, from which the isia. 
enemy made several attempts^ to dislodge them. 
The boats and batteaux after having crossed 
this division were tracked upas high asihe 
foot of the rapids below Fort Erie, in order to 
convey across the royals, under lieutenant col. 
Gordon, who were destined to land above 
Black Rock, for the purpose of turning the 
enemy's position, while he should be attacked 
in front by the troops, who had landed below. 
The delay occasioned by the grounding of the 
boats, which detained them until mornings and 
exposed them to the open fire of the enemy, 
caused the royals some loss, and prevented 
them from effecting a landing, in sufficient 
time to fully accomplish the object intended. 
At day break major general Riall moved 
forward ; the King's regiment, and the light 
company of the 89th leading, and the 41st and 
Grenadiers of the 100th forming the reserve. 
On gaining the town a very spirited attack was 
made u|x>n the enemy, who were in great 
force and strongly posted, and on the arrival 
of the reserve, the action became general. 
The enemy maintained his position with obsti- 
nacy for some time, but, upon the advance of 
the british he was compelled to give way, and 
and was driven through his batteries in which 
were a twenty-four pounder, three twelves and 
a nine pounder^ From Black Rock, the fugi- 
tives were pursued to the towp of Bu^lo^ 
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Chap, abput two miles distant, where they rallied and 
^^^'- showed a large body of infantry and cavaliy, 
im. and attempted to oppose the advance of the 
british by the iSre of a field piece, posted on 
a height commanding the road : finding this 
ineffectual, they retreated in all directions, 
leaving a six-pounder brass field piece, one 
iron eighteen, and one six-pounder, and betook 
themselves to the woods. 

General Rial I, having dispersed this force, 
immediately detached captain Robinson of the 
King's regiment, with two companies, to des- 
troy three vessels of the enemy's lake squadron, 
a short distance below the town, with their 
stores, which he effectually accomplished. 

The americans in this affair, were not less 
in number than 2,500, and are supposed to 
have lost in killed and wounded from three to 
four hundred men. Only one hundred and 
thirty men were made prisoners, and among 
them colonel Chapin. The british lost 31 
men killed, and four officers and sixty-eight 
men wounded, and nine men missing. The 
small towns of Buffalo and Black Rock having 
been deserted by the inhabitants, were, with 
all the public stores, containing considerable 
quantities of clothing, spirits and flour, which 
could not be conveniently brought away, set 
on fire and entirely consumed. 

These measures of retribution extinguished 
the resources of the enemy on the Niagara 
frontier, and although victims of the retri- 
butive vengeance brought on their heads, by 



143 

the barbarity of their own commanders, the chap. 
suffering inhabitants are said to have adinitted ^^^^• 
the justice of it, loudly reprobatitig the con- "J^ 
duct of their own army in destroying Newark. 
—Such were the rapid successes that attended 
the british arms in the Canadas, and cheered 
the hopes of the people at the close of the 
campaign, which a few weeks previously, 
threatened the total subjugation of these 
provinces. 

I Ample vengeance having been taken by 
lieutenant general Drummond, upon the Niagara 
frontier, for the wanton conflagration and the 
cruel outrages committed upon the defenceless 
inhabitants of Newark, the commander of the 
forces, on the 12th of January, 1814, issued a 
proclamation,* in which he strongly deprecated 

• " By his excellency lieut. general Sir George Prevost, Baronet, 
commander of his Majesty's forces in North America, &c., &c.,&c. 

« To the inhabitants of his Majesty's provinces in North America. 

" A PROCLAMATION. 

''The complete success which has attended his Majesty's arms on 
the Niagara frontier, having placed in our possession tne whole of the 
enemy's posts on that line, it became a matter of imperious duty to 
retaliate on America, the miseries which the unfortunate inhabitants 
of Newark had been made to suffer from the evacuation of Fort George. 

The villages of Lewiston, Black Rock, and Buffalo have accjrd- 
mgly been burned. 

" At the same time the commander of the forces sincerely depre- 
cates this mode of warfare, he trusts that it will be sufficient to call 
the attention of every candid and impartial person amongst ourselves 
surtd the enemy, to the circumstances from which it has arisen, to 
satisfy them that this departure from the established usages of war, 
has originated with America herself, and that to her alone, are justly 
chargeable, all the awful and unhappy consequences which havt 
iutherto flowed, and are likely to result from it. , 

<< It is not necessary to advert to the conduct of the troops employed 
on the american coast, in conjunction with his Majesty's squadron, 
under admiral Sir John B. Warren, since, as they were neither 
within the command, nor subject to the controul of his excellency, 
their mctk cannot be ascribed to him, even if they wanted that justin- 



144 

Chap, the savage mode of warfare to which the enemy 
xvu. jjy ^ departure from the established usages of 



1813. war, had compelled hini to resort. He traced 

cation which the circumstances that occasioned them so amply afford. 

** It will be sufficient for the present purpose, and in order to mark 
the character of the war, as carried on upon the frontiers of these 
provinces, to trace the line of conduct observed by his excellency, and 
the troops under his command, since the commencement cHfhofitUitles, ' 
and to contrast it with that of the enemy. 

" Tlie first invasion of Upt>er Canacfa to<^ place in July, 18t2, 
when the american forces under brigadier general HuU, crosfiod orer 
and took possession of Sandwich, where they began to majiifest a dis- 
position so different from that of a magnanimous enemy, and whieh. 
they have since invariiEibly displayed, in marking out, as oljects of ^ 
their peculiar resentment, the loyal subjects of his Majesty, and in. 
dooming their property to plunder and conflagration. 

*^ Various instances of this kind occurred, both at Sandwich and in 
its neighbourhood, at the very period when his Majesty's standard 
was waving upon the fort of Michillimackinac, and affording puttee- 
tion to the persons and property of those who had submitted to it : — 
Within a few weeks afterwards, the british flag was also hoisted on 
the fortress of Detroit, which, together with the whole of the Mkiii- 
gan territory, had surrendered to his Majesty's arms. 

^< Had not his excellency been actuated by sentiments far diffiapent 
from those which had influenced the american government, &Bd#ie 
persons employed by it, in the wanton acts of destruction tk wdvate 
property, committed during their short occupation of a part of U 
Canada, his excellency could not have availed himself c^ the o' _ 
nity which the undisturbed possession of the whole of the Mic 
ti^rritory , afforded him of amply retaliating for the devastating syBStam 
which had been pursued at l^dwich and on the Thanoes. 

<< But strictly in conformity to the views and disposition of his Mm 
government, and to that liberal and ma^animous policy which itlwid 
dictated, he chose rather to forbear an imitation of the enemy's exam- 
pie, in the hope, chat such forbearance would be duly appreciated by 
the government of United States, and would produce a return to tacae 
civiUzed usages of war. 

<< The persons and property, therefore, of the inhabitants of the. 
Michigan territory, were respected, and remained unmolested. 

<< In the winter of the following year, when the success which 
attended the gallant enterprise a^nst Ogdensburgh had plaeed tii^t 
populous and flourishing village m our possession, the generosity of 
th^ british character was again conspicuous, in the scrujmlous pit- 
servation of every article which could be considered as private pvo- 
perty, such public buildings only being destroyed as ware used fi>r 
the accommodation of troops and for public stores. 

^* The destruction of the defences of Ogdensburgh, and the disper*' 
sion of the enemy's force in that neighbourhood, laid open the wiol^ 
of their frontier on the St. Lawrence, to the inc^inioiw of bifi J^^^s^ 
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with precision, the conduct that had marked chap. 
Ae progress of the war, on the part of the^]j^ 
eaemy, and concluded by lamenting the neces- ish. 

ty's troops, and Hamilton, as well i^ the numerous settlements on the 
iNiHks of the riv^, might, at a^y hear^ had such been the disposition 
of his Majesty's goyemment, or of those acting ^der it, been plun- 
dered and laid waste. 

<« During the eo^Hrse of the following summer, by the fortunate 
result of the enterprise against Piattsburgh, that town was for seve- 
ral hours in the complete possession of our troops, there not being 
any force in the neighbourhood which could attempt a resistance. — 
Yet even there, under circumstances of strong temptation, and when 
the recent example of the enemy in the wanton destruction at York, 
of private property, and buildings not used for military purposes, 
must have been fresh in the recollection of the forces employed on 
that occasion, and would have justified a retaliation on meir part, . 
tl^ir forbearance was strongly manifested, .and the directions his 
excellency had given te the conamander of that expedition, so scru- 
pulously obeyed, tha^ scarcely can another instance be shewn in 
which, during a state of war, and under similar circumstances, an 
enemy, so completely under tiiie power and at the mercy of their 
adversaries, had so little cause of complaint* 

*«- During the course of the same summer, forts Schlosser and Black 
JUKik, were surprised and taken by a part of the forces under the com- 
bmmmI of major-general De Rottenburg, on the Niagara fVontier, at 
bo^ of which places personal property was respected, and the public 
dNiddings were alone destroyed. 

^ It was certainly matter of just and reasonable expectation, that 
tiie hwnane and liberal course of coiuhict pursued by nis excellency 
on these different occasions, would have had its due weight with the 
american government, and would have led it to have abstained, in the 
iWther prosecution of the war, from any acts of wantonness or vio- 
lence, which could only tend unnecessarily to add to its ordinary cala- 
mities, and to bring down upon their own unoffending citizens a reta- 
liatioii, which, though distant, they must have known would await 
and certainly follow such conducts 

" Undeterred, however, by his excellency's example of moderation, 
or by any of the consequences to be apprehended from the adoption 
of such barbarous measures, the amencan forces at fort Greorge, act- 
ing, tiiere is every reason to believe, under the orders, or with the 
approbation of their government, for some time previous to their eva- 
cuation of that fortress, under various pretences, burned and destroyed 
the farm houses and buildings of many of the respectable and peacea- 
ble inhabitants of that neighbourhood. But the full measure of this 
species of barbarity remained to be completed at a season when all its 
horrors might be more fully and keenly felt, by those who were to 
become the wretched victinu of it 

** It will hardly be credited by those who shall hereafter read it in 
in the page of hi^ory , tluit in the enlightened sera of the nineteenth 
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Chap, sity imposed upon him of retaliating upon the 
^^^^- citizens of America, the miseries inflicted upon 
1814. ^he inhabitants of Newark, but, at the same 



century, and in the inclemency of a Canadian winter, the troops of a 
nation calling itself civilized and christian, had wantonly, and without 
the shadow of a pretext, forced 400 helpless women and children to 
quit their dwellings, and to be the mournful spectators of the confla- 
gation and total destruction of all that belonged to them. 

<* Yet such was the fate of Newark on the 10th of December, a day 
which the inhabitants of Upper Canada ean never forget, and the 
recollection of which cannot but nerve their arms when again oppos- 
ed to their vindictive foe. On the night of that day, the amencan 
troops under brigadier general M*Clure, being about to evacuate fort 
George, which they could no longer retain, by an act of inhumanity 
disgraceful to themselves and to the nation to which they belong, set 
fire to upwards of 150 houses, composing the beautiful village of 
Newark, and burned them to the ground, leaving without covering or 
shelter, those '' innocent, unfortunate, distressed inhabitants," whom 
that officer, by his proclamation, had previously engaged to protect. 

** His excellency would have ill consulted the honour of his country, 
and the justice due to his Majesty's injured and insulted subjects, had 
he jpermitted an act of such needless cruelty to pass unpunished, or 
hacf he failed to visit, whenever the opportunity arrived, upon the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring american frontier, the calamities thus 
inflicted upon those of our own. 

^* The opportunity has occurred, and a full measure of retaliatioi^ 
has taken place, such as it is hoped will teach the enemy to respect, 
in future, the laws of war, and recal him to a sense of what is due to 
himself as well as to us. 

*' In the further prosecution of the contest to whi^b so extraordi- 
nary a character has been given, his excellency must be guided by 
the course of conduct which the enemy shall hereafter pursue. La- 
menting as his excellency does, the necessity imposed upon him of 
retaliating upon the subjects of America the miseries inflicted on the 
inhabitants of Newark, it is not his intention to pursue further a sys- 
tem of warfare so revolting to his own feelings, and so little congenial 
to the british character, unless the future measures of the enemy 
should compel him a^n to resort to it. 

" To those possessions of the enemy along the whole line of frontier 
which have hitherto remained undisturbed, and which are now within 
his excellency's reach, and at the mercy of the troops under his com- 
mand, his excellency has determined to extend the same forbear- 
ance and the same freedom from rapine and plunder, which they have 
hitherto experienced ^ and from this determination the future conduct 
of the amencan government shall alone induce his excellency to depart. 

'< The inhabitants of these provinces will, in the mean time, be 
pnepared to resist, witk ^roaness and with courage, whatever attempts 
ihe jesentiaeot of the enemy , afinifig from their dis^ace and their 
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lime, declared it not to be his intention further chap. 
to pursue a system of warfare so revolting to ^^ 
his own feelings, and so little congenial to the ig^. 
british character, unless he should be so com- 
pelled by the future measures of the enemy. 

merited suffennss, may lead them to make, well assured that they 
will be powerfuUy assisted at all points by the troops under his excel- 
lency's . command, and that prompt and signal vengeance will be 
taken for every fresh departure by the enemy, from that system of 
warfare, whicn ought alone to subsist between enlightened and civi- 
lized nations. 
** Given under my hand and seal at arms at Quebec, thjis 12th day 
" of January, 1814. 

" Georoe Prevost. 
'< By bis excellency's command, 

E. B. Brknton." 
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CHAPTER XVIM. 

Meeting cf paritaTnent^tdptcs of the epei^eh-^addt^. in 
answer — proceedings in ffae legialiUure^— cbUf JMstice 
impeached at the iaatanoe of Mr. StdaiV-'^artiolea ^ ii]-« 
peachneiit^tbef tktid preaettted to (he gof^fHioi', who 
refuses to suspend the chief justice-^resolution^ of t!he 
assembly thereupon — Mr. Stuart named amnt for prose- 
cution of the impeachments — failure of tne appointmenf 
from the want, of an appropria^Olt-'^ddfciss to the Prilice 
Regent on the state of the province— Mr, Bedard agent — 
failure of the appointment — prorogation and speech — 
finances, &c. — hostages and proceedings respecting them, 
between the two governments-^preparations during win- 
ter for the ensuing campaign — troops sfnd seamen come 
through from New Brunswick to Canada in February — 
an embassy of indian warriors from the west visits 
Quebec — attack by american forces under general 
Wilkinson on La Cole mill — repulsed. 

Chap. On the thirteenth of January, the Legisla^ 
^^*"* ture met for the despatch of public business. 



1814. — The Governor, in his speech on opening 
the session, after congratulating parliament on 
the defeat of the enemy at Chateauguay, by a 
handful of brave Canadians ; and on the brilliant 
victory obtained by the small corps of observa- 
tion, on the banks of the St. Lawrence, over 
the formidable armament commanded by major 
general Wilkinson ; events that had nobly 
upheld the honor of his Majesty's arms, and 
effectually disconcerted all the plans of the 
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enemy, for the iavasion of this province, con- chap, 
tinued : — ^^"'* 



*< It is also a matter of further and sincere congratulation, 1814. 
that, notwithstanding the various events of the last summer 
by which a footing was gained by the enemy in the upper 
province, they have since been compelled to abandon the 
greater part of it ; and that the theatre of war has been 
transferred into their own territory, where Niagara, their 
strongest fortress, and the important posts of Black Rock 
and Buffalo, have lately been wrested from them by british 
valor and enterprize. 

<^ In reviewing these events, I cannot but contemplate 
with pride and satisfaction, the zealous discliarge of duty 
which I have witnessed as well iti the militia, as in all 
classes of his Majesty's subjects in this province, and which 
I consider the surest indication of their loyalty to their 
Sovereign, and of their determination to defend^ to the last 
extremity, this valuable portion of his dominions. 

<< Notwithstanding the present favourable aspect of our 
affairs, and Ihe security Fn which the province is now 
placed, from this discomfiture ofthe enemy's late attempts to 
invade it, we must still be prepared to meet with firmness, 
and to repel with vigour, whatever measures his presump- 
tion may again dictate for the accomplishment of his avowed 
object, — 1 trust, therefore, to yotrr wisdom and vigilance to 
suggest whatever may be necessary for this purpose, and to 
your loyalty and patribtism to submit to whatever further 
sacrifices the war may require, — assuring you that his 
Majesty's government, not unmindful of the exertions the 
province has hitherto made in its defence, is using every 
possible effort, consistent with the important demands upon: 
it for other services, to strengthen and increase the military 
establishments under my command. 

<^ Deeply sensible, that the situation in which I am 
placed is as arduous and difficult as it is important — I am, 
notwithstanding, cheered and animated in the discharge of 
its duties, by the Conviction that I shall always meet with 
your support, in maintaining the honor and promoting the 
service of my Sovereign. To forward the prosperity, and to 
preserve the integritv of this province, are objects of which 

If 2 
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Chap. I shall never loaQ sight, ; and confidently relyiqg on your 

xviH. cordial assistance for the attainment, it will be my jppeal 

'-'"^^^ ambition to be able faithfully to represent to his royal Higb- 

1814. jrjegg *\^Q Pfince Regent, the loyalty, zeal, and unantmity of 

his Majesty's Canadian subjects, and to carry with me, 

whenever I shall return into the royal presence, the 

good opinion and the afiectton of the people of this pro- 

yinCfe." 

In answering his excellency's speech, the 
assembly said, — 

^^ Our sincere acknowledgments are due to your £?u:el- 
lency for the testimony you have been pleaaed, in reviewing 
these events, to express of the zealous disch^rgp of dfJtXj you 
have witnessed, as well in the militia as in all glasses of 
his Majesty's subjects in this province. It has been their 
good fortune to have been rescued under your Excellency's 
administration, from the most unfounded imputations which 
had been industriously attempted, under the preceding 
administration, to fix on their character, and our gratitude 
is therefore heightened by the assurance thus given by your 
Excellency, that they have justified the good opinion you 
had formed of them. The conduct they have exhibited in 
strict conformity with the sentiments by which they have 
always been actuated, and, we are persuaded, may be 
considered as a sure indication of their loyalty to their 
Sovereign, and of their determination to defend to the last 
extremity, this valuable portion of his dominiope, 

«* We are hi^ly flattered by the confidence your Excel- 
lency expresses in the support yoii expect from ua in 
maintaining the honor and promoting the service of our gra- 
cious Sovereign, and we shall always cheerfully co»operate 
with your Excellency, in any measures for effecting these 
important purposes. 

<^ We have gratefblly acknowledged in your Excellency, 
an anxious desire to forward the prosperity, and to preserve 
the integrity of this province. For the atlainment of these 
objects, your E^c^llency ha9 been guided by a lust apd 
liberal policy, towards, his Maje9ty*8 Canadian subjects^ by 
which their l(^ty, zeal and unanimity, have be^n cherished 
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and promoted, and we are assured that a corresponding ChftP. 
sens^ of obligation for such an important benefit has beenXVlu. 
impressed on their minds, and tlmt whenever the pubHc ^^^'^ 
jiervice may withdraw your Exeellettcy from the adminmtra'- }^^^' 
tion of the government of this eouDUy, which WQ hope will 
be a remote occurrence, your £3(ceUency will carry with 
you the good opinion and affection of the people of this 
province.*' 

The Goveraor, in a secret and coofidential 
message to the house of assembly informed 
that body, that in order to carry on the public 
service he had found it indispensably neces- 
sary to direct an issue of army bills, to a greater 
amount than five hundred thousand pounds, 
the sum authorized by the army bill act, and 
recommended to the immediate and serious 
consideration of the house, the expedience of 
:^xtending the provisions of the act The house 
accordingly took the subject into consideration, 
and passed a bill extending the issue of army 
bills, to fifteen hundred thousand pounds. The 
militia laws underwent some discussion,but were 
not altered,the legislative council not concurring 
with some clauses, which, it had been found 
expedient to introduce into the bill, sent up 
for their concurrence. A bill to disqualify the 
Chief Justices and the Judges of the courts of 
King's bench, in the province, from being 
summoned to the legislative council or sitting 
or voting therein, was introduced, and having 

f)assed the lower house, was sent up to the 
egislative council for their consideration. Here 
it was unanimously resolved that the matters 
contained in the bill were unparliamentary and 
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Chap, unprecedented, and intrenched upon the pre* 
^^•rogative of the crown, and the rights and 
^[^ privileges of that house ; and it was, merefore, 
also unanimously resolved to proceed no further 
in the consideration of the bill. The house of 
assembly upon finding it to be laid aside, 
appointed a committee, to search the journals 
of the legislative council, to ascertain, officially, 
what proceedings had taken place, with respect 
to it. The committee having taken information 
on the subject, reported the fete of the bill, as- 
collected from the journals of the legislative 
council, and the house am6ng other counter 
resolutions, indignantly resolved, "that the 
legislative council, by their refusal to proceed 
on that bill, had excluded from their consider- 
ation a measure highly meriting the attention of 
the legislature of the province,and had,therefore, 
afforded additional evidence of its expedience.'^ 
A bill was again introduced as in the preceding 
session, " to grant to his Majesty a duty on the 
income arising from civil offices, and on pen- 
sions, to be applied for the defence of the 
province in the present war with the United 
States of America.*' This bill, also, was 
rejected by the legislative council. The bill 
for the appointment of an agent in Great 
Britain, was also sent up to the legislative 
council, where it likewise was laid aside. 

The house of assembly unanimously passed 
a vote of thanks to lieutenant col. De Salaberry, 
and the officers under his command for their 
distinguished exertions, on the 26thL October^ 
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18)3^ in tbe actioa on the Cb^^ugaa^ river, Chap. 
and directed the stpealief tcr ^gkity the s^rfAe ^^ 
to heatenant coidnfel D^ Sdfteb^rry ^dd fbe itu. 
officers present on tbaft oc^aisum ; Md tfhftt lh€ 
house highly felt snd ockfiowtedged the di^^ 
tmgai^n^ valour and dlg<$ipline ^oas^idaoti^y 
dismayed bj the nott^commis^toned offlter^rftnd 
private soldiers^ and tnUitia-meti of the Mh 
hand under his immediate ^omtntody iii the 
signal defea;t of the american arttry diider gen. 
Harmplon^ at Chateauguay* To li^ut colonel 
Moitison, of the 89th ragiiA^ilt^ and to Ihe offi- 
cers and men under his ^omniMdr a sift^ilar vote 
of dntnhs was also posited for their e%efi\otis^ 
on the nth November^ 1S13^ at Ohry^tlet's 
VF»rtn^ in tbe defeiat of tbe ^mtm^ army 

litoder gjenerai Wilkinson 

Tfape hoiise of aibsteitibtf at m early {yeriod of 
the session^ on motion of Mr. J. Sittart, 
resolved that it would taike into dotifdideration 
the power and ambcifitf m^tcietd by ffae 
courts of jtiistice in this proviticej tmder the 
denominationiof roleii of practv^e^ and tbe clerk 
of the court of app^te^ M "^ell as the protbo^ 
notaries of the courts of Kmg*^ bench, for the 
districts of Quebec and Mo«tt;eul, were 
respectively ordered to U^ before tbe hoase^ 
certified copies of the- ni\^ of practk^ of fhoise 
courts. On tbe 4tli of Pebtnaryy the sttb|eet 
havmg been pre vioMly diiieui^s^ m ccftnniittee^ 
tbe bouse adopted ^veral rei^mloivs, eotn^ 
cemii^ those rales of pfa^ticer Wbkhf it ttfth 
sidered ralber in ^ ^nse Of legislieltSve 
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Chap, enactments, and, therefore, an encroachment 
^^* upon the privileges of the legislature, than as 
1814. simple rules or regulations for the guidance of 
judicial proceedings. The rules in queistion 
had first been framed and introduced into the 
provincial court of appeals, (where the chief 
justice of the province, and the chief justice of 
JVlontreal, ahernately presided) in January, 
1809, and in the same year, the courts of King's 
bench, at Quebec and Montreal, followed the 
example of the court of appeals, under the 
sanction of an act of the provincial legislature^ 
giving to the diflferent " courts of judicature, 
in the province, power and authority to make 
and establish orders and rules of practice in 
the said courts, in all civil matters, touching 
all services of process, executions and returns 
of all writs, proceedings for bringing causes to 
issue, as well in term time as out of term, and 
other matters of regulation within the said 
courts," It, was, however, now maintained 
in the house of assembly, that these rules 
aflfected the civil rights of his Majesty's sub- 
jects, and were contrary to and subversive of 
the laws of the province : that they rendered 
the enjoyment of liberty and property altogether 
insecure and precarious, and gave to the judges 
an arbitrary authority over the persons and 
property of his Majesty's subjects in the pro- 
vince. For these, and other specific political 
high crimes and misdemeanors, alleged to have 
been committed, in the course of the late 
administration of the colonial government, by 
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sir J. H. Craig, tending to mislead and deceive chap. 
that officer in the exercise of his authority, to ^^"' 
oppress the peopte and alienate their minds isii 
from his Majesty^s government in order (as it 
was contended) to favor the progress of ameri- 
can influence in the province, the two chief 
justices were formally impeached by the com- 
mons of Lower Canada, these being the first 
impeachments brought forward against any 
public functionaries. 

These heads of accusation or article* of 
impeachment, by the house of assembly, 
deserve, perhaps, some further attention than 
is bestowed upon them above. The first and 
second articles are as follows : — 

First — that the said Jonathan Sewell, chief 
justice of the province of Lower Canada, hath 
traitorously and wickedly endeavoured to sub- 
vert the constitution and established government 
of the said province, and instead thereof, to 
introduce an arbitrary tyrannical government 
against law, which he hath declared by traitor- 
ous and wicked opinions, counsel, conduct, 
judgments, pra^ctices and actions. 

Secondlt/ — that, in pursuance of those traitor- 
ous and wicked purposes, the said Jonathan 
Sewell, hath disregarded the authority of the 
legislature of this province, and in the courts 
of justice wherein he hath presided and sat, 
hath usurped powers and authority which 
belong to the legislature alone, and made 
regulations subversive of the constitution and 
laws of this province^ 
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Chap. Tbe tMrd charges him with having in 
^^ fgrtberwi«e<rf those viiewfi, made and published, 
1814. ^ prf^side^t af the proyincial court of appeab, 
various reg^l^iJiona under the same of ^^ rule^ 
and i^ieri^ of prwtke^'^ repugnant, and con^ 
traryi to the laws of the province, with a view, 
" wickedly and traitorously,'^ in as for as in 
him lay to subvert, or^ause the court to do so, 
the laws of the said province, which he was 
sworn to administer, thereby assuming legis^ 
lative authority, and imposing illegal burthens 
and restraints upon his Majesty's subjects, in 
the e:(erci3e of their legal rights— altogether 
inconsistent with the duties of the said court, 
and subversive of the liberty and ri^ts of his 
Majesty's subjects, in the province. 

The Jmrth charges him in like manner as 
chief justice, presiding in the court of king's 
bench at Quebec, 

The fifth alleges — that as president of the 
court of appeals, he had set aside the laws and 
substituted his will and pleasure therefor, to 
the injury and oppression of his Majesty^s 
subjects, and in subversion of their most 
important political and civil rights. 

The sixthj that being chief justice, and also 
speaker of the legis^lative council, and chair* 
man of the executive councils-he bad by false 
and malicious slanders against his Majesty's 
Canadian subjects and the assembly of the pro* 
vinccj poisoned and incensed the mind of sir 
James H. Craig, the Go vernor-in -chief, misled 
and deceived him, and that he did on the IMh 
May, 1809, induce him to dissolve the provin- 
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cial parliament, wilhaut afiy cause whatever to chap. 
palliate or excuse the measure; and advised ^^* 
him to make on the occasion a speech, in gross isu. 
yiolarion of the constitutional rights of the 
assembly, insulting its members, and misre- 
ipresenting their conduct. 

The seventh — that he had " in pursuance of 
liis wicked and traitorous purposes aforesaid," 
and to oppress his Majesty's subjects and pre- 
vent all opposition to his tyrannical views, coun- 
selled and advised sir J. H. Craig to remove and 
-dismiss divers loyal and deserving subjects, 
^rom offices of profit and honor, without the 
semblance of reason to justify it: but, merely, 
because they were inimical or supposed to be, 
*Sto the measures and policy of the said Jona- 
than Sewell, and in order, in one instance, to 
^he advancement of his brother." This alluded 
to Mr. Stuart's dismissal from the office of 
solicitor general, who was succeeded in the 
appointment by Mr. Stephen Sewell, the 
chief's brother. 

The cigAfA— that "in order in the strongest 
manner to mark his contempt for the liberties 
and rights of his Majesty's subjects and his dis- 
respect for their representatives,and for the con- 
jstitution of the province ;" he had, in 1808, 
'procured among other dismissals, from office, 
that of Jean Antoine Panet, esquire, then and 
during fifteen years preceding, speaker of the 
assembly, from his rank of lieutenant colonel 
in the militia, without any reason to palliate or 
excuse such an act of injustice." 

VOL. 11 



168 

Chap. The m^A— that he had induced P, E. Des- 
^^barats, prmter of the laws of the province, to 
1^14. establish a newspaper, under the name of 
the ** Vr(jd Cmadien,^ to promote his factious 
views^ and for the purpose of calumniating and 
vilifying part of his Majesty's subjects, and 
certain members of the assembly obnoxious to 
hini" — a^d had compromised the honor and 
dignity of his Majesty's government by pledging 
its support to that paper. 

The tenth — that intending to extinguish all 
reasonable freedom of the press, destroy the 
rights, lij>erty and security, of his Majesty's 
subjecits in the province, and suppress all 
compljai^t of tyranpy and oppression, be had, 
in JVJakfcb, 1810, advised and approved the 
sep^ii^g oi ^p armed military force to break 
open the dwelling hoMse and printing office of 
one Charles Le Fran9ois, " and there arrest 
and imprison him, BiUd seize and bring away 
forcibly a printipg press, with various private 
papers, which measure, of lawless violence, 
was accordingly executed ; and that the said 
press and papers have since remained dapo- 
^it^d iijn the court house, in the city of Quebec, 
-with the Isnowledge m^ approbation and ujwier 
%k.e eye of, the said Jonathan Sewell." 

The eleventh — that with the intention of 
<?p^pressing individMaJs supposed to be suspi- 
.^capus of jhis character a?)d views, and ipimiical 
tOrhis ;P<3iliicy, :?^.d to TOJ«4bem«ifl the jpuWic 
^stip)a(i,iQn, ^^d pf Qv^pt (th w re-jelcction ias 
members of th^ )%5SctHiWy,. beikadiadvisfid tdie 



159 

arrest of Messrs. Bedard, Blanchet and Tas-chap. 
cbereau, upon the false and unfounded pretext ^^J[J^ 
of their having been guilty of treasonable lau. 
practices, whereby they might be deprived of 
the benefit of bail, and caused them to be 
imprisoned on the said charge, for a long 
space of time, and at length to be discharged 
wiihout trial. 

The twelfth — that he had instigated and 
promoted, in pursuance of his traitorous and 
wicked purposes aforesaid — various other simi- 
tar acts of tyranny and oppression of individuals, 
in other parts of the province, upon the false 
pretext of having been guilty of treasonable 
practices, and that one of them, Fran^fois 
Corbeil, being old and infirm, was, by the 
rigour of his imprisonment, deprived of life. 
The thirteenth — that he had advised sir J. H. 
Craig " to issue a proclamation, extraordinary 
as well in style as in matter, wherein the im- 
prisonment of Messrs. Bedard, Blanchet and 
Taschereau, was referred to in a manner to 
induce a belief of their guilt, and subject them 
to odium, and to induce a belief that the pro- 
vince was in a state approaching open rebel- 
lion ;" whereby the character of his Majesty's 
subjects was most falsely calumniated, great 
injustice done to private individuals, and 
foreign states may have been drawn, and there 
is reason to believe, from subsequent events, 
were drawn into a belief of such disloyalty in 
his Majesty's Canadian subjects, as would 
render the province an ea^ conquest" 
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Chap. The four I eenlhh— ihdit he had* read the said 
'^^'"* proclamation *^hT pursuance of his wicked antt 
1814. traitorous purposes aforesaid," in the term of 
the court of criminal jurisdiction, in March 
1810, for the purpose of influencing the minds of 
the grand and petit juries, in the exercise of 
their respective duties. 

The fifteenth — that in pursuance of such, 
" his traitorous and' wicked purposes aforesaid," 
he had endeavoured to produce in his Majesty's 
government an ill opinion of his Majesty's Cana- 
dian subjects, with a view to oppress them and 
favour the progress of american influence in 
this province^ and "traitorously and wickedly 
abused: the power and authority of his high 
offices, to promote the advantageous estab- 
lishment of americans, being subjects of the 
United-States of America, in this province, and: 
to pave the way for american predominance 
therein, to the great injury of his Majesty's 
Canadian subjects, and with a view to the 
subversion of the government." 

The sixteenth — that " influenced by a desire 
to accelerate a political connexion of this pro- 
vince, with part of the United States of America, 
and to deprive her Majesty's Canadian subjects 
of their present constitution^and laws — he had 
in January, 1809, entered into a base and 
wicked. confederacy with one John Henry, an 
adventurer of suspicious character, for the pur^ 
pose of sowing dissension among the sulg^ects 
of the government of the United States, pro- 
ducing insurrection and rebellion^ andshoonse^ 
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qiient dismemberment of the uoion^ and that by ^^ap. 
araul and false representations and advice, he .^v^' 
had induced sir J. H. Craig to send Henry en a i^^^. 
mission, for those purposes, to the neighbourii^g 
states — that he also became the channel of cor- 
respondence, by which conduct the said Jona- 
than Sewell hath exposed his Majesty^s govern- 
ment to imputations reflecting on its honor, and 
hath rendered himself unworthy of any place of 
trust, under his Majesty's government." 

The sevente^enth — that he had laboured, and 
still did labour, to promote disunion and ani- 
mosity between the legislative council and 
assembly ; and exerted his influence as speaker 
of the council to prevent the passing therein of 
salutary laws, which had been passed in the 
assembly— 'and had, during the present war 
with the United States, fomented dissension in 
this province, and endeavoured by various arts 
and practices to prevent a reliance on the 
loyalty and bravery of his Majesty's Canadian 
subjects, and produce a want of confidence in 
tke administration of his Majesty's government, 
and thereby weaken its exertions. 

" All which crimes and misdemeanors were 
done and committed by the said Jonathan 
Sewell, &c., whereby he hath traitorously, 
&c., laboured to alienate the hearts of his 
Majesty's subjects, &.c., and to cause a division 
between them, and to subvert the constitution, 
&c., and to introduce an arbitrary and tyran- 
nical government^ &c., and thereby hath not 
ojily broken his own oathy bnt the king's also, 

o 2 
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Chap, to the people,, as. far as in him lay, &c* ; for 
^^]^ all which the said commons do impeach the 
1^14. said Jonathan Sewell, hereby reserving to 
themselves the liberty of exhibiting at any 
time, hereafter, any other accusation or imt. 
peachment against the said Jonathan Sewell, 
and adopting such conclusions and prayer upon 

the premises^ as law and justice may require."* 

' I I '^ ■ 

* Serious charges, certainly ; but mostly, if not all together, gra- 
tuitous. Those against Mr. Monk were not of so complex and 
cfrave a nature. Chief justice Sewell was an eminent lawyer, pro- 
foundly versed in the civil law and ancient jurisprudence of the 
country^ as well as in the criminal law of England, and withal a mail 
of nuld and agreeable manners, universally esteemed by the britisb,, 
community amongst whom he resided ; but the other public stations , 
which he occupied had mixed him up with the politics of the times, 
and subjected him as a political,, character to party obloquy. He, 
however, cartae from the ordeal unscathed, and lived to see Mr. 
Stu»rt„ in his turn, carried away, as attorney general, in the same 
torrent of prejudices which the latter had appealed to 2igainst him. In 
those accusations, savouring less perhaps of patriotism than of resent- 
mentr the british commercial world in Canada, did Mr. Stuart the 
justice, or injustice, of believing him actuated by the double mo-, 
tive of personal hostility to the chief justice, and the expectancy of 
succeeding him. However this may have been, it is certain that 
availing mmself of the antipathies of the french Canadian population, 
whom, as a party leader, he then headed in the assembly, and set on , 
against that gentleman, he gave him much annoyance, trouble, and^ 
no doubt, distress of mind. But " there is a tide in the affUirs of men,"', 
and a season of retribution also,^ as Mr.. Stuart afterwards, when 
attorney general, found to his cost, he himself becoming, in turn more '. 
unpopular than ever Mr. Sewell had been, being, as he might have 
expected, persecuted by his .former colleagues in persecatiop, and, 
finally, dismissed ^unjustly, as the writer ever has thought,) from his. 
office, through their agitation and hatred of him* He it was, who 
fi^t taught them how to impeach public functionaries, and it must 
be acknowledged that they liberally, and as some thought, suitably 
repaid Mm for his mstruction. 

Mr. Stuart, after some ups and downs in public life, is finally on the . 
bench as chief justice of Lower Canada, to which he was raised by 
the Eari of Durham { and has, subsequently to hit appointment to that 
important office, been also made a baronet of the United Kingdom, at 
the recoioomehdation, it seems, of the late lord Sydenham. It does 
not appear, ho^j^ever, that he has taken any steps towards rescinding 
the obnoxious rules of practice, for which he impeached his worthy 
predecessor. Probity the elevation has given him more extend^ ^ 
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Mr.. Stuart was named agent for the pur-cbap. 
pose of: prosecuting the impeachmenta \i\iith^'"' 
effect, on behalf of the commons of Lower \si4. 
Canada, who, in a. revenue bill they had 
passed, appropriated th@ sum of two thousand 
pounds, in order to enable him to proceed to 
England,, but in consequence of the tacking of 
which to the bill, it was amended by the legis- 
lative council, by striking out that appropria- 
tion, and sent back to the assembly, which,, 
not recognising the right in that body to alte^ 
money bills,^ the measure wa& lost. The wrong 
lay, however, it was said with the assembly, in 
improperly ^^ tacking^' to the bill a matter 
foreign to it, and unconstitutional. The bill- 
contained also a grant of £20,000, for the 
militia, and a \\k^ sum for the support of the 
war. The impeachments having been digest^ 
ed* as. observed, into the seventeen different 
heads. specified against the chief justice of the 
province, and into eight heads against the chief 
justice of Montreal, (the latter being charged 
among other things, with promoting and advis? 
ing certain criminal prosecutions at Montreal, 
and sitting in judgment upon them ; and with 
having refused a writ oi Habeas Corpus to per- 
sons legally entitled thereto,) the house of 
assembly, on the 3d of Miarch, went up to the 



ed and iuster vjewpof them than he previously had, when thundering 
from the less profitable benches of the assembly his anathemas 
against the chief, his predecessor. The exclusion of the judges from 
the political cares of the country, in which they ought never to have 
been allowed to ^meddle, may spare him the annoyances to which 
that gentleman v^as anibjected. 
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ontp^ Castle with their speaker, and presented an 
^^*"' adctreiss to the governor, praying him to trans- 



1814. mil the impeachments, with an address to the 
Prince Regent, drawn tip for the occasion, to 
his Majesty's ministers, to be laid before his 
royal highness. They at the same time sug- 
gested the propriety of suspending the chief 
iustices from their public functions, until the 
^rince Regent's pleasure should be known. 

The governor replied that he would take an 
early opportunity of transmitting the address, 
with the articles of accusation against the chief 
justices, to his Majesty's ministers ; but that he 
did not think it expedient to suspend the chief 
justices from their offices upon an address to 
that effect from one of the branches of the legis- 
lature alone, founded on articles of accusation, 
on which the legislative council had not been 
consuhed, and in which they had not concur- 
red. This answer, in which the articles of 
impeachment were denominated " articles of 
accusation," gave umbrage to the house, which, 
upon returning from the Castle, resolved — 
" that the charges exhibited by the house against 
Jonathan Sewell and James Monk, esquires, 
were rightly denominated " heads of impeach- 
TMnt ;" and " that his excellency the governor 
in chief, by his answer to the address of the 
house, had violated the constitutional rights 
and privileges thereof."* Gn the seventh of ; 

* The following were the resolutions on the occasion :^- 

'< On motion of Mr. Stuart, seconded by Mr. Papineau, 

*' Resolved, That the charges exhibited by this house .against ' 
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March, the house, probably influenced by achap. 
sense of justice towards the governor, whose ^)^' 
conduct it had so recently censured, in mitiga- 1814. 
tion of its late resolution again resolved, — "that 
notwithstanding the wicked and perverse ad- 
vice given to his excellency on the subject of 
the constitutional rights and privileges of the 
house, and the endeavours of evil disposed 
advisers to lead him into error and to embroil 
him with his Majesty's faithful commons of this 
province, the house had not, in any respect, 
altered the opinion it had ever entertained, of 
the wnsdom of his excellency's administration, 
and that it was determined to adopt the mea- 
sures it had deemed necessary for the support 
of the government and the defence of the 
province." 

To repel these accusations, the chief justice 

Jonathan Sewell and James Monk, esquires, were rightly denominat- 
ed Heads of Impeaehment. 

'-*■ Resolved, That it is the unquestioRabie constitutional right of 
this house, to offer its humble advice to his excellency the governor in 
chief, upon matters affecting the welfare of his Majesty's subjects, 
in this province, without the concurrence of the legislative council. 

" Resolved, That it is peculiarly incumbent on this house to inves- 
tigate abuses, calculated to deprive his Majesty's subjects of the bene- 
fit of their constitution and laws, and of the pure administration of 
justice, and that in bringing under the view of his excellency the 
governor in chief, the gross abuses and high offences referred to in 
Sie address to his excellency, this house hath performed the first and 
most essential of its duties, to the people of this province. 

'' Resolved, That it is the indubitable right of this house, t© exhibit 
accusations, to which it is constitutionally competent, without con- 
sulting or asking the concurrence of the legislative council, and that 
in framing and exhibiting the heads of impeachment referred to in the 
address to his excellency the governor in chief, this house hath exer- 
cised a necessary and salutary power, vested in it by the constitution. 

" Resolved, That his excellency the governor in chief, by his said 
answer to the address of this house, hath violated the constitution^ 
rights and privileges of this hoij^se*" 
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Chap. Sewell, resolved to proceed to England, for 
^^ which he accordingly sailed in June, receiving 
1814. before his departure, addresses the most gra- 
tifying, from the members of the executive and 
legislative councils, and from the merchants 
and principal inhabitants of Quebec* 

* " To the honorable Jonathan Sewell, chief justice of the province 

of Lower Canada, &c. &c. 

We, the undersigned members of his Majesty's executive council, 
residing in, and near the city of Quebec, feel, that having had the best 
opportunities of knowing your principles, and of observing the con- 
duct that has been built upon them, we should be failing, not only in 
sensibility, but in justice, if we withheld, upon your departure from 
the province, the public declaration of our esteem of your character, as 
a most upright, loyal, and indefatigable servant of your sovereign, 
and as a warm, steady friend, to the true interests of your felloe 
subjects. 

'< That conspicuous ability, that comprehensive knowledge, that 
patient candour, that liberal respect for the opinions of others, and 
that equabili^ and gentleness of temper, which you have brought to 
every discussion, and which in every discussion are so favorable to 
the attainment of truth, cannot but make your absence from this 
province felt, as greatly detrimental to his Majesty's service, as well 
as particidarly painful to ourselves. 

" Upon the causes, which have produced the necessity of that ab* 
sence, we forbear, for obvious reasons, to make any observation : res- 
pecting its result, we have neither anxiety, nor doubt. 

'< Accept, sir, the assurances, that you carry with you our sincere 
regrets, and our cordial good wishes ^ and that wesliall hail the mo- 
ment of your return, as highly auspicious to the interests of his Ma^ 
jesty's government, and the general welfare of his subjects in this 
province. 

(Signed) " J. Quebec, A. L. J. Ducheskat, 

F. Babt, J. Kerk, 

P. A. De Bonne, Ross Cvthbert, 
J. Williams, John Mure, 

J. Irvine, Olivier Perrault." 

'' We tht undersigned members of the legislative council o£ the 
province of Lower Canada, feel it highly incumbent on us, from 
motives of a public as well as of a private nature, to express, at the 
moment of your departure from this province on your voyage to Eng- 
land, the strong sense that we entertain of the important services, 
which you have been constantly occupied in rendering to this po- 
vince, and of the regret that we feel at the prospect of l^ing deprived 
of them, even for a short period. 

'' We regret, sir, to thuik that your laudable e^rtione in preserv- 
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The expediency of appointing an agent in ciiap. 
England was again considered, and it was^^"'* 
resolved-— ^" that it is necessary for the inter- igj 4. 
ests of the inhabitants of this province, that a 
person fitly qualified, be appointed as agent 
« 

ing the public tranquility, and your unremitted zeal in devoting your 
high professional acquirements to the establishing of order by a regu- 
lar system of practice in his Majesty's courts of justice in this pro- 
vince, should have exposed you to the extraordinary and unfounded 
charges which have been preferred against you. You must, hov^ever, 
recollect, sir, that such has not unfrequently been the reward of those 
who have best deserved the gratitude of their country. 

" You go, sir, to a country where we have no doubt, your long and 
eminent services will be duly appreciated, and honourably distinguish- 
ed. — Permit us to #)ngratulate you on your visiting her at the proud 
moment of her triumph, when haying established the social order, the 
peace, and the well regulated liberties of Europe, she has, we trust, 
for ever destroyed throughout the world, the hopes of those, who 
seek their own aggrandisement, in diminishing the consideration due 
to virtue and talent, in the production of anarchy, and in the subver- 
sion of established authorities. We take leave of you, sir, with the 
warmest sentiments of personal regard, and the most sincere anxiety 
for your early return to those elevated stations which you have filled 
with so much honor to yourself and advantage to the public. 

(Signed) " J. Quebec, A. L. J. Duchesnay, 

P. R. De St. Our^, Hertel De Rouville, 

Frs. Baby, John Calowej^l, 
Chartier De Lotbiniebe, H. W. Ryland, 

Jenkin Williams, James Cdthbebt, 

Charles De St. Ours, John Blackwood, 

John Hale, Wm. M'Giluvray." 
" Quebec, 13th Jue, 1814." 

« To the honorable Jonathan Seweil, chief justice of the province of 
of Lower Canada, and the honorable James Mcmk, chief justice 
o( the district of Montreal. 

" We the seigniors, landowners, and other proprietors of real 
estate, barristers, merchants or principal inhabitants of the city and 
neighbourheod of Quebec, whose names are hereunto subscribed, beg 
leave to address your honors on occasioh of the accusations brought 
c^inst you by the assembly of this province, during the last session 
4N the legislature. 

*< Deeply impressed with the beneficent intentions of the mother 
country, in^ving us a constitution, as nearly similar as our local 
circumstances would admit, to that excellent system whereby hef 
•wn happiness^ has been so long secured, it is with the utmost regret 
tiiat'W« (ee\ ourselves compelled to animadvert upon the pfoceed^^% 



1814. 
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^jjap. ^^^^ ^^^ Majesty's government, in the United 
xviii. Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, for the 
"^"^ purpose of soliciting the passing of laws, obvi- 
ating misrepresentations, and for the transact- 
ing of such public matters as shall be, from 

of any part of the constituted authorities; but when we see one branch 
of those authorities led by the violence of party spirit to attack ano- 
ther branch equally sacred, not only without adequate cause, but 
even without any application for such interference, and in the heat of 
that attack to infringe the principles nhich provide for personal secu- 
rity, as well as those which ensure the constitution itself, silence, 
•under such circumstances, would be disgraceful. 

'' Of the numerous provisions whereby the laws of the british em- 
'pire secure the lives and liberties of the subject, those regulations 
nave ever been considered as pre-eminent in excellence, which allow 
no accusations to be received unsupported by evidence— provide be- 
fore putting any man bn his trial, for the examination of that evidence 
by the impartial judgment of an inquest of the country^^-and finally, 
before innicting any punishment, secure to him a fair and open trial 
by his Peers. Of these salutary principles, we have, in the attacks 
made upon your Tionors, witnessed the total neglect — we have seen 
you accused, without the production of a single complaint to support 
the charges made in the assembly — we have seen those accusations 
adopted by that house, without examination, and, as we believe, with- 
out the existence of any evidence to support them — and finally, have 
witnessed an attempt to bring upon you, wdthout trial, and on the 
mere allegations of the house itself, those inflictions which are due 
'only to the guilty. 

" Of constitutional principles, none can be more important than 
those which secure that equal balance amongst the respective public 
authorities, which has so long formed the peculiar and happy dis- 
tinctions of the british government ; and of these we have ever con- 
sidered the independence of the judiciary power, as one of the most 
material ; nor can we forget the sanction afforded to this principle, on 
the happy accession of our beloved sovereign, in the solemn confirma*^ 
tion then given to the salutary provision established by the same act, 
which secured the succession of the present royal family, that no 
judge shoidd be removed, except on a joint address to the crown from 
bolii branches of the legislature : an admirable regulation, providing 
as well against any encroachments of the executive power, as against 
the excesses of party spirit in either branch of the legislature : not- 
withstanding the evident importance of this constitutional principle, 
and the high authority by which it is sanctioned, we have, in the 
proceedings of the late assembly, witnessed not only its total neglect 
but have seen measures adopted, which must evidently lead to its 
utter destruction. 

" Independent of these general principles, on which we deprecate 
the proceedings into which the late assembly has allowed itself to be 
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time to time, committed to his care, for thechap. 
good of the said province." A bill for appoint- ^^ 
ing an agent in the United Kingdom was, isu. 
accordingly passed, Mr. Bedard, who had not 



hurried, if, having witnessed as we have done, in every instance 
where the proceedings of your respectable courts have come to our 
knowledge, the unremitting assiduity, the distinguished ability and 
pprfect impartiality, with which your honors have administered your 
high and miportant offices, we were to fail, on this occasion, to bear 
testimony thereto ; sensible also, as we all are, and benefited as many 
of us have been, by the improvements introduced into the practice of 
the courts, we cannot omit stating our decided opinion, that the 
charges made against you are unfounded in fact, false as far as we can 
judge in argument, and certainly so in the motives imputed ; nor 
finely unconscious, as we ourselves are, of any cause of complaint 
against your honors, and ignorant even of the existence of a single 
individual justly deeming himself aggrieved by you, can we be deter- 
red from expressing our belief, that the proceedings against you 
originate wholly in personal prejudice or party violence. 

" Confident of the justice of your cause, we have learnt with the 
highest satisfaction, tne intention of your honors to court the strictest 
investigation : the result, we are satisfied, will, before an impartial 
and enUghtened tribunal, be the confusion of your accusers, and the 
complete vindication of your characters : and we cannot doubt, that 
when this shall be made apparent, a wise and liberal government 
will feel it incumbent, as an act of justice and public example, to tes- 
tiify its sense of your long and zealous services, by some distinguished 
mark of its approbation ; we entertain also a lively hope, that such 
further measures will be devised by his Majesty's ministers, as shall 
in their wisdom appear adequate, to prevent the recurrence of similar 
injustice to that which you have experienced : so that, instead of be- 
ing deterred from a bold and independent discharge of their duties, by 
the obloquy to which your honors have been so undeservedly expos- 
ed, all others, in like high stations ma^, by the ultimate result, be 
encouraged to a similar performance of their respective duties. 

" We request your honors, in the mean time, to permit us to assure 
you of our profound respect, as well as of our ardent wishes for what- 
ever can augment your happiness or good fame, and especially, that, 
animated by the testified approbation of a revered sovereign, you 
may long continue to exercise those high fimctions which you have 
hitherto discharged with such eminent advantage to the whole com- 
munity. 

" Quebec, 8th June, 1814." 

This address was supported by upwards of two hundred signatures, 
comprising those of the principsd proprietors and merchants, as well 
as the most influential and respectable citizens. 

VOL. II. P 
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Ghaf). long since been promoted to the bench as pro- 
^^' vincial judge, at Three Rivers, being the agent 
1814. named in the bill by the assembly, and the bill 
was, accordingly, sent up to the legislative 
council for its concurrence. While the bill 
was under consideration in the council, a mes- 
sage was sent by the assembly to that body " to 
invite their honors to join a second person to 
Pierre Bedard, esquire, to be agent for this 
province, and to acquaint their honors that the 
house of assembly will concur in their nomina- 
tion." In answer to this, a message came 
down acquainting the assembly, ^ that as the 
message of the eleventh instant, received by 
the legislative council from the assembly, on 
that day, relates solely and entirely to the sub- 
ject matter of the bill, intituled, " An act for 
appointing an agent in the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland," which bill having 
been received by the legislative council from 
the assembly on the tenth instant, was, at the 
time of the delivery of the s^aid message, in 
possession of the legislative council, cannot but 
observe this unusual proceeding on the part of 
the assembly, and do desire that the assembly, 
in future, will take no notice of the subject 
matter of any bill of which the legislative coun- 
cil shall be possessed, until the legislative 
council shall desire a conference thereon, with 
the assembly ; a course which the legislative 
council will always observe, towards the pro- 
ceedings of the a^embly, as they conceive 
that the contrary is not compatible with the 
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privileges of either house;" and here the matter chap. 
rested for the present. ^^ 

The House also drew up an address to i8i4. 
the Prince Regent, on the slate of the Pro- 
vince, and the progress of the war with the 
United States, in which the exertions of the 
people and the urgency of early assistance 
was briefly expressed,* It was at the same 
time voted " that Pierre Bedard, esquire, 
provincial judge at Three Rivers, be appointed 
by the house to present the said address to his 
royal highness the Prince Regent." An address, 
at the same time, was voted to the governor, 
praying him to advance to Mr. Bedard, out of 
the unappropriated monies, a sum of three 
thousand pounds currency, one half immedi- 
ately, and the other in six months from that 
date, and that the house would make good the 
same, during the session. It was also ordered 
that a copy of the address to the Prince 
Regent, be communicated to the governor. 
The house, on the following day, rescinded its 
order naming Mr. Bedard, substituting an ad- 
dress to the governor, praying his excellency 
to transmit the address by such messenger, as 
he might be pleased to appoint for the pur- 
pose, and to advance a thousand pounds for 
the purpose, which the house would make* 
good. The governor, in reply, informed the 

* The strength of the six battalions of Canadian embodied militia, 
amounted, in the month of December, 1813, according to a return ^ 
submitted to the house of assembly, to 3,893 men, exclusive of the 
Voltigeurs, the Frontier Ijght Infantry, and other militia and Pro^ 
vincial Corps. 



172 

m 

Chap, messengers that he acceded to the recjuest of 
^^' the assembly, and would name a proper per- 
1814. son or persons to present the address to his 
royal highness, so soon as there were an ap- 
propriation made to that eflFect. But. as his 
answer seemed not to have been accurately 
reported to the assembly, as expressed by him, 
he sent down a message in writing stating that, 
in order to prevent any mistake or misunder- 
standing with regard to the verbal answers 
given by him to the addresses of the assembly 
on the matter in question, he informed them 
that whenever a sum of money should be 
appropriated by the legislature for that service, 
he vTOuld take into his consideration the nomi- 
nation of a person or persons as a messenger 
or messengers for transmitting the address. — 
This not being done owing to the disagree- 
ment between the two houses, the intended 
mission of Mr. Bedard, to wait upon the Prince 
Regent, with the address, did not take place, 
nor does it appear how the address was 
forwarded. 

Such were the principal aflfairs that occupied 
the house of assembly, during the present 
session,which,on the seventeenth of March, was 
prorogued by the Governor, putting an end to 
the seventh parliament of Lower Canada, his 
excellency remarking, as follows : — 

'< It would have afforded me sincere gratification to 
have witnessed that unanimity and despatch amongst 
yourselves, and that liberal confidence in me, which 
the emergencies of the times, the situation of the pro- 
vince, and the assurances contained in your addresses, 
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gave me a right to expect from you, and I have seen with (^\^^p 
regret, that my disappointment in this expectation has been xvill. 
attended with serious inconveniences to the public service. ^>-«^^ 
" Gentlemen of the house of assembly, — I cannot but 1814. 
lament, the course of proceeding adopted by you, has 
occasioned the loss of a productive revenue bill, and 
of the liberal appropriations you had made for the de- 
fence of the province, and for ameliorating the situation 
of the militia ; and I regret that in sacrificing these desirable 
objects, you should have been swayed by any considerations 
which seemed to you of higher importance than the immedi- 
ate security of the country, or the comfort of those engaged 
in Its protection. 

** Gentlemen of the legislative council, gentlemen of the 
house of assembly, — The pacific rumors which have 
prevailed since I last addressed you, not affording any 
certain ground, for belief, that peace is at hand, our 
vigorous and united exertions will still be required to 
maintain the decided ascendency with which the Divine 
Providence has been pleased to bless our efforts in the 
present contest ; I, therefore, earnestly entreat you to 
impress, by your precept and example, on all around 
you, a respect for the laws by which they are governed, as 
well as a just confidence in those who administer and 
execute them, and to cherish and encourage that spirit of 
loyalty and attachment to his Majesty's person and govern- 
ment, which has hitherto proved the firmest barrier against 
all the attempts of the enemy. 

^< As the period fixed by law for the duration of the 
provincial parliament will shortly expire, I shall avail 
myself of an eariy opportunity to recur to the sense of the 
people, for the election of a new house of assembly. It is, 
therefore, my earnest recommendation to you, to endeavour 
in your several stations, to give to the inhabitants of this 
province, a true idea of the nature and value of the consti- 
tution which they possess; — that in the choice of their 
representatives, their attention may be directed to those, 
who, duly estimating its advantages, will endeavour faith- 
fully to uphold it, and thereby effectually to promote the 
safety, welfare, and prosperity of the province." 

p 2 
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x^S. The revenues of this, considerably exceeded 
w-v^ those of the previous year, amounting to 
^^^^- <£99,602 currency; the expenses to «£ 183,033 
sterling, including £121,366, on account of 
militia services. But 198 vessels had cleared 
out from Quebec during the season, containing 
46514 tons, and employing 2230 men — eight 
of those vessels were built at Quebec ; tonnage 
2658. The general elections took place in 
April and May, and for the most part were 
warmly contested. 

It has been already mentioned that among 
the prisoners taken at the battle of Queens- 
ton, in the autumn of 1812, twenty-three 
men were recognised as deserters, and british 
born subjects. As traitors to their country, 
the commander of the forces had sent them to 
England for trial. This circumstance being 
made known to the american government, by 
the american commissary of prisoners at Lon- 
don; general Dearborn was ordered by his 
government, to put an equal number of british 
soldiers into close confinement as hostages, for 
the former. In consequence of this measure, 
the commander of the forces, by a general 
order of the 27th of October, 1813, made it 
known that he had received the commands of 
the prince regent to put forty- six american 
officers and non-commissioned officers into 
close confinement, as hostages, for the twenty- 
three soldiers confined by the american govern- 
ment. He at the same time apprised that 
government, that if any of the british soldiers 
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should suffer death by reason of the guilt and chap 
execution of the traitors, found in arms against ^^^™ 
their country, who had been sent to England ign 
for legal trial, he was instructed to select out 
of the american officers and non-commissioned 
officers detained as hostages, double the num- 
ber of the british soldiers who might be so 
unwarrantably put to death, and to cause them 
in retaliation, to suffer death immediately. In 
transmitting this information to the american 
government, the commander of the forces also 
notified them, that the commanders of his 
Majesty's armies and fleets on the coast of 
America, had received instructions to prosecute 
the war with unmitigated severity against all 
cities, towns and villages, belonging to the 
United States, and against the inhabitants 
thereof, if after that information should have 
reached the american government, they should 
not be deterred from putting to death any of 
the soldiers detained as hostages. 

On the 10th of December, the commander 
of the forces received a communication from 
major general Wilkinson, by colonel Macomb, 
of the United States army, bearing a flag of 
truce, stating, " that the government of the 
United States adhering unalterably to the prin- 
ciple and purpose declared in the communica- 
tion of general Dearborn, on the subject of the 
twenty-three american soldiers, prisoners of 
war, sent to England to be tried as criminals, 
and the confinement of a like number of British 
soldiers, prisoners, selected to abide the fate 
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Chap, of the former, had, in consequence of the step 
xvin. taken by the british government, ordered forty- 
TsiT six british officers into close confinement, and 
that they should not be discharged therefrom 
until it should be known that the forty-six 
american officers and non-commissioned offi- 
cers in question, were no longer confined." — 
In consequence of this, the governor ordered 
all the american officers, prisoners of war, 
without exception of rank, to be immediately 
placed into close confinement as hostages, until 
the number of forty-six were completed over 
and above those already in confinement. In 
pursuance of this order, generals Winder, 
Chandler, and Winchester, were conveyed 
from their quarters in the country at Beauport, 
to a private house in Quebec, where their 
confinement was rendered as little inconvenient 
as their situation could admit of. 

On the fifteenth of April following, after some 
negociation between colonel Baynes, the adju- 
tant general, under the direction of the com- 
mander of the forces, and brigadier general 
Winder, authorised on the part of the american 
government for the purpose, a convention was 
entered into at Montreal,* for the mutual 
release of all prisoners of war, hostages or 
others, with the exception of the forty-six 
american officers and non-commissioned offi- 
cers placed in close confinement as hostages, 

♦ The negociation was opened at the solicitation of the american 
government, in a letter from the secretary of state, to Sir Greorge 
Prevost, who consented to the exchange of brigadier gemsn^ Winder, 
for the purpose of negociating. 
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in retaliation for the twenty-three british sol- chap, 
diers, confined by the government of the United \^^ 
States, as hostages for the twenty-three british i8i4. 
born subjects taken from the ranks of the 
enemy and sent to England for legal trial. 
The american government still persisted in 
detaining hostages for those traitors, but find- 
ing, in the correspondence that had taken place 
between the two negociators, Baynes and 
Winder, the governor firm in his determination 
not to yield an iota of the just grounds taken 
with respect to them, it finally yielded, and in 
July, another convention, supplementary to the 
former, was entered into at Champlain, between 
the adjutant general Baynes and Mr. Brenton, 
named for the purpose by the commander of 
the forces, and colonel Lear, on the part of the 
United States, by which all limitations to the 
previous convention were completely removed, 
it being here agreed, that " the twenty-three 
british soldiers, and the forty-six american 
officers, the hostages mentioned in the previous 
convention, were to be included, and to be 
released and exchanged in the same man- 
ner as other prisoners of war mentioned 
in the said articles, notwithstanding the 
exception to them therein contained ;'^ 
and the exchange was accordingly effected. 
Thus ended this matter, which, at one time, 
threatened to be the cause of some sanguinary 
doings, which, happily, were averted. We 
have never understood what became of the 
prisoners sent to England, but it does not 
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Chap, appear that they were made examples of, as 

xvifi. traitors, by capital punishment. 

Tsu. In the correspondence between col. Baynes 
and brigadier general Winder, the following 
articles on the subject, are so concise, clear, 
and satisfactory, that we cannot refrain from 
quoting them : — 

** The british view the confinement of twenty-three sol- 
dien as the first act of aggression ; for the undoubted right 
that every free nation possesses of investigating and punish- 
ing the crimes committed by her own natural bom subjects, 
in a due course of law, is too self-evident to require a com* 
raent ; nor can it, by any distortion of sense or justice, be 
construed into a just ground, for an act of fair retaliation, 
exercised on twenty-three british soldiers ; — the latter are 
characterised by their patriotism and loyalty— the former, 
stigmatised for Iheir treason and rebellion. 

^^ It would be wasting time to enter into any further dis- 
cussion on this subject : —Great Britain has successfully 
maintained her national rights unsullied, for twenty years, 
against the whole world combined ; — it is not to be suppos- 
ed, that it is reserved for the United States, to stop the 
course of justice, and to dictate to England what procedure 
she shall observe towards her own natural born subjects, in 
her own courts of civif judicature, arrested in her own terri- 
tories, in the actual commission of acts of treason and 
rebellion." 

The most active exertions were made during 
the winter, to be prepared for the ensuing 
campaign. Stores of all descriptions were for- 
warded to Kingston, from Quebec and Mont- 
real, on sleighs, at prodigious expense. The 
second battalion of the 8th regiment, com- 
mapded by lieut. colonel Robertson, marched 
through the woods from Frederickton to the 
St. Lawrence, in the month of February. A 
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reinforcement of two hundred and twenty sea- ^^^ 
men for the lakes came by the same route, xviii. 
To expedite the progress of these reinforce- "j^ 
ments, the legislature of New Brunswick voted 
three hundred pounds, and the city of St. 
John's, gave a similar sum to defray the ex- 
pense of conveying them on sleighs, as far as 
the nature of the roads would permit. 

In the month of March, an embassy of chiefs 
and warriors from the Ottawas, Chippawas, 
Shawnees, Delawares, Mohawks, Saiks, Foxes, 
Kickapoos and Winabagoes, arrived at Quebec, 
to visit and hold a council with the commander 
of the forces. His excellency, on the fifteenth 
of that month, gave them an audience, and 
held a Talk or conference with them, at the 
Castle of St. Lewis. Their speeches were 
principally complimentary and expressive of 
their joy on beholding their father and meet- 
ing him in a council. They expressed their 
poverty, and requested that peace might not be 
concluded with the american government, until 
*they should recover the ancient bounds of the 
territories of which the enemy had deprived 
them by fraud and violence. They represent- 
ed the loss they had experienced of their young 
men in the war, but expressed their determi- 
nation to persevere, and solicited arms for 
their warriors, and clothing for their women 
and children, — " The americans" — said one df 
the chiefs, — " are taking our lands from us 
every day, they have no hearts, father : — they 
have no pity foir us, they want to drive us be- 
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Chap. yoJ^d the setting sun ; but we hope, although 
xvm. y^Q are few, and are here as it were upon a 
'J^ little island, our great and mighty father who 
lives beyond the great lake, will not forsake us 
in our distress, but will continue to remember 
his faithful red children." The governor in 
answer, exhorted them to persevere in the 
contest against the common enemy, in order to 
regain the territory lost in the last campaign. 
He expressed his sorrow for the loss of one of 
their warriors, (Tecumseh) and for that of 
many other valliant chiefs during the war. He 
charged them upon all occasions, to spare and 
shew mercy to all women, children and pri- 
soners that should fall within their power, an 
injunction to which the listening chiefs unani- 
mously murmured approbation. After some 
days residence at Quebec, they were loaded 
with presents, and despatched for the Upper 
Province, on their way homewards, to prepare 
their tribes for the approaching compaign. 

On the twenty-sixth of March, his excellency; 
issued a general order, expressing the appro- 
, bation of the Prince Regent, of the affair at 
Chateauguay, and his " peculiar pleasure at 
finding that his Majesty's Canadian subjects 
had at length had the opportunity of refuting, 
by their own brilliant exertions in defence of 
their country, the calumnious charge of disaf- 
fection and disloyalty with which the enemy had 
prefaced his first invasion of the province." — 
To lieut. col. De Salaberry in particular, and 
to all the oflBcers and men under his command, 
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the sense entertained by his Rdyal Highness ciiap. 
of their meritorious and distinguished services ^^*"* 
was made known. The commander of the mT. 
forces at the same time acquainted the militia 
of the determination of his Royal Highness to 
forward colours for the five battalions of 
embodied militia, feeling that they had evinced 
an ability and disposition to secure them from 
insult) which gave them the best title to such 
a marlj: of di^inction. So flattering a testimony 
of the regent's approbation could not fail to 
raise the honest pride of the provincial militia. 
A movement of the american forces in the 
neighbourhood of Lake Champlain, towards 
the conclusion of March, gave room to expect 
an invasion of the district of Montreal. Briga- 
dier general Macomb, with a division of the 
american forces from Flattsbui^h, crossed 
Lake Champlain upon the ice and entered St. 
Armands, where he remained some days with- 
out molestation, while general Wilkinson pre- 
pared for an attack upon the outposts of 
Odelltown, and the La Cole Mill, a stone 
building which had been converted into a 
block house. On the morning of the thirtieth 
of March, (Gteneral Macomb having suddenly 
wididrawn his division from St. Armands and 
rejoined the main body,) the american forces, 
consisting of five thousand men, commanded 
by general Wilkinson, in person, entered 
Odelltown. Major Handcock, commanding 
the block-house, received intelligence at eight 
o'clock in the morning, of the approach of the 
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Chap, enemy, and immediately sent off a despatch 
^]^to the Isle-aux-Noix for a reinforcement, from 
1814. whence a picquet of the 13th regiment, under 
the command of captain Blake, was despatched 
to his aid. The enemy halted for a short time 
at the village, and then made a demonstration 
upon Burtonville with a part of their force. 
Their advance in that direction was checked by 
part of the grenadiers of the Canadian fencibles, 
under captain Cartwright, and a few of the 
frontier Light Infantry, under captain Barker. 
At one o'clock the enemy was seen deploying 
in the neighbouring wood, with the intention 
of surrounding the block-house, a fire was 
immediately commenced which they did not 
return for some time, but appeared determined 
to carry the place by assault, as they advanced 
cheering; the heavy fire obliged them to 
relinquish their plan and retreat to the wood, 
where they were completely sheltered. A 
twelve pounder was brought to bear upon the 
building, but, so badly served, that during a 
cannonade of two hours and a half, pnly four 
shots struck it ; the gun being within the range 
of musketry the artillery suffered severely, and 
in fact were tinable to take aim with any degree 
of precision. The flank companies of the 13th 
regiment were ordered to charge the enemy 
in front — they advanced as far as the wood in 
line, but the difficulty of marching through the 
snow against a galling fire in front, compelled 
them to retire to the block house. The grena- 
diers of the Canadian Fencibles and a company 
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of the Voltigeurs, just now arriving fromchap. 
Burtonville, major-Handcock ordered them to ^^ 
support the flank companies of the 13th regi- i8i4. 
ment in a second charge, to which they 
advanced in column of sections.* The ameri- 
cans had now concentrated their whole force 
close to the gun, but did not attempt to fire 
until the british had advanced to within twenty- 
five yards of their centre, and were completely 
flanked on both sides : the first discharge of 
musketry, from the enemy, was so effectually 
destructive that these companies were entirely 
broken and compelled to retreat in disorder. 
All attempts to rally them were ineffectual, and 
they were recalled by the bugle to the Block 
house ; the gun was spiked by the enemy 
during the first charge. The americans ex- 
hausted with cold and fatigue, finding it impos- 
sible to carry the place without heavy artillery, 
which, from the state of the roads, could not 
be brought forward, withdrew in good order 
from the contest, at five o'clock in the afternoon, 
without being pursued in the retreat. The 
british loss amounted to ten men killed and four 
men missing, and two officers and forty-four men 
wounded. The american loss though considera- 
ble, has not been precisely ascertained. Having 
failed in the attempt to carry a block-house, 
scarcely deserving the appellation of a military 
post, the enemy fell back upon Champlain town, 
from whence they soon retired to Plattsburgh. 

* The force in the mill, when attacked, was 160 men. The rein- 
forcements which arrived during the action, amounted to about two 
hundred men. Some accounts (which have been considered probable") 
fftate the american loss at 13 IdUed, and 123 wounded «fvd^Tei\i«v\v^. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Military occurrences in Canada during the winter of 1814 — 
campaign opens in Upper Canada — successful attack 
upon Oswego — british squadron blockade Sackef s Har- 
bour — misadventure of captains Popham and Spilsbury at 
Sandy Creek — invasion of Upper Canada, by american 
forces under general Brown — surrender of fort Erie — 
battle of Chippewa — battle at Lundy's lane — american 
fleet on the lake-*two american armed schooners cap- 
tured by captain Dobbs — unsuccessful assault by the 
british upon fort Erie — Michillimackinac supplied and re- 
inforced by lieut. col. McDouall, via the[Nottawasaga— 
capture o( Prairie du CAiefi--expeditioa against Michil- 
limackinac, by the americans — operations by britiah 
forces under Sir John Sherbrooke, from Halifax— nCastine 
and Machias captured — arrival of reinforcements from the 
british army in France — remarkable general order relat- 
ing to the dress of officers belonging to them — forces con- 
centrated between Laprairie and Chambly, preparatory 
to an invasion of the State of New York — advance upon 
Flattsburgh — fleet advances— engages the enemy, defeat- 
ed and taken — troops fall back from Flattsburgh without 
assaulting it— great discontent and outcry in consequence 
of the loss of the navy on lake Champlain, failure of the., 
expedition, and discreditable retreat of the army — swrUe 
by the american forces at fort Erie upon the britiah before 
it on hearing the news — Sir James L. Feo in command of 
lake Ontario — commodore Chauncey retires to Sackef s 
Harbour— predatory incursions of the enemy upon settle- 
ments on Isike Erie— troops and embodied mUitia in Lower 
Canada sent into winter quarters — legislature meets^ — 
proceedings, &c. — official news of peace announced — 
militia disbanded — assembly vote ^5,000 for a service of 
plate to Sir George Prevost— grant of £5Q0 to Joseph 
Bouchette, eeqqirei as an aid to publish \\in inap of Up^ 
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per and Lower Canada — prorogation and speech — Sir 
George Prevost recalled, to answer charges preferred by 
Sir James L. Yeo— and superseded in the government by 
Sir Gordon Drummond— departs for England, via St. 
Johns, N. B. — addresses to him from Qaebec and Mont- 
real previous to his departure ^general order to the troops 
on his taking leave— his decease in England previous to 
time fixed for his trial — steps by his brother and widow 
to clear up his character —result^remarks on his admi* 
nistration. 

In Upper Canada the occurrences during ^^' 
the winter, were of small importance, being s-^v^ 
principally confined to incursions reciprocally 1814. 
practised by the troops, in advance, along the 
frontiers with various success. One of the 
most successful enterprises effected, in the 
course of the present season, was planned and 
executed by captain Sherwood, of the quarter- 
master-general's department That officer with 
a subaltern, and a small detachment of twenty 
rank and file of the marines, and ten men of 
the embodied militia, under captain Kerr, pro- 
ceeded over the St. Lawrence, on the night of 
the 6th of February, from Cornwall in Upper 
Canada, to Madrid, on Grass river, fourteen 
miles beyond the village of Hamilton, and 
brought away a considerable quantity of mer- 
chandize, (having pressed all the horses and 
sleighs he could find for that purpose) plundered 
from british merchants, near Cornwall, in 
October preceding, when on their route to 
Upper Canada. These effects were to have 
been sold on account of the United States 
government, notwithstanding an agreement £br 
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Chap, their restitution entered into on the 10th of 
XIX. November, by judge Ogden and Mr. Richard- 
"J^^ son on the part of the United States, and lieut. 
' colonel Morrison and captain Mulcaster, (royal 
navy) on the part of the british government. 
The inhabitants made no opposition to the 
seizure and transportation of these eflFects, nor 
did they experience any molestation from the 
party, who, at two o'clock on the ensuing day, 
returned to their quarters with the most valua- 
ble of the merchandize, for which they had 
proceeded to Madrid, 

A slight loss was experienced in an unsuc- 
cessful eflFort, made by a detachment consisting 
of the flank companies of the royal Scots, and 
the light company of the 89th regiment, under 
the command of captain Barsden of the 89tb, 
for the purpose of dislodging a strong party of 
the enemy, who had taken post at Longwoodj 
in the advance at Delaware town. The enemy 
had secured themselves on a commanding 
eminence, behind log intrenchments, and were 
attacked at five o'^clock, in the afternoon, of the 
4th of March, by this force, supported by a 
flank movement to the right, of a company of 
militia Rangers, under captain Caldwell, with 
a detachment of the Kent militia, and a similar 
movement by a party of indians to the left. 
After several repeated but unsuccessful effbrts 
to dislodge the enemy, in a spirited contest of 
an hour and a half, the troops having suffered 
severely, were withdrawn. The enemy soon 
afterwai^ds abandoned the position. The bntisli 
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lost two officers and twelve men killed, and chap, 
three officers and forty-nine men wounded, ^^ 
including an officer and six men of the Kent "Jl^ 
militia volunteers, who distinguished themselves 
on the occasion. 

The campaign was opened in Upper 
Canada, by sir Gordon Drummond and sir 
James L. Yeo, under the most cheering 
auspices. The american forces along the 
Lake Champlain, after leaving small garrisons 
at Plattsburgh, Burlington and Vergennes, 
moved early in the spring towards Lake Ontario 
and the Niagara frontier, with a view of resum- 
ing offensive operations against the Upper 
Province, as soon as the fleet at Sacket's 
Harbour (considerably augmented during the 
winter) should be in a state to co-operate with 
the land forces. The principal naval stores, 
for the equipment of the fleet, were forwarded 
to Sacket's Harbour, by the way of Oswego ; 
and as the british naval force at Kingston, 
strengthened by two additional ships, the 
Prince Regent and Princess Charlotte, were 
ready to appear on the Lake, early in the sea- 
Bon, it became an object of importance to 
intercept the enemy's supplies and by that 
means retard his preparations for invasion. 
An expedition against Oswego was, therefore, 
determined upon, and general Drummond 
having embarked a considerable force consist- 
ing of six companies of De Watteville's regt», 
the light companies of the Glengaries, the 
(iecond battalioq of the Royal Marines, with a 
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ch^. detachment of royal artillery and two field 
^^- pieces, a detachment of a rocket company, 
1814. "Vi^ith a few sappers and miners, set sail from 
Kingston on the fourth of May, and at noon 
on the following day, made the port of Oswego, 
when a heavy gale from the north-west sprung 
up, and obliged the squadron to gain the offing. 
On the morning of the sixth, a landing was 
effected by about one hundred and forty of the 
troops, under lieut. colonel Fischer : and two 
hundred seamen, armed with pikes, under the 
command of captain Mulcaster, R. N., in front 
of a heavy discharge of round and grape from 
the battery, and of musketry from a detachment 
of about three hundred men, of the american 
army, posted on the brow of the hill, and in 
the skirts of the neighbouring wood. The 
british, on landing, pressed up the hill towards 
the enemy's battery, which the americans 
(upon finding the british determined to carry it 
by storm) relinquished, leaving about sixty 
men, principally wounded. 

The land and naval commanders having 
taken possession of the stores found m the fort 
and its neighbourhood, and having dismantled 
the fortifications, and destroyed the barracks, 
re-embarked on the seventh of May, and 
returned to Kingston. 

The loss of the british troops amounted to 
one captain (Holtaway of the marines) and 
eighteen men killed, and two officers and 
sixty men wounded. That of the navy amounted 
to three men killed, and four officers and sevei) 
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men wounded. Captain Mulcaster, while cbap. 
entering the fort, at the head of his men, ^^ 
received a very severe and dangerous wound. isiT 
Captain Popham was also severely wounded. 
Aldiough die service derived much benefit 
from this expedition^ the main object in con- 
templation w as not accomplished, the principal 
part of the naval stores being saved by the 
enemy, who had taken the precaution of 
depositing them at the Falls, some miles from 
Oswego, up the river. 

The flotilla at the Isle-aux-Noix, under the 
command of captain Pring, proceeded up the 
Lake Champlain, on the ninth of May, with a 
detachment of marines, for the purpose of 
capturing or destroying the new vessels recently 
launched at Vergennes, or of intercepting the 
stores and supplies intended for their armament 
and equipment. On the 14th capt. Pring 
reached his destination at Otter Creek, but, 
finding the enemy prepared for his reception, 
he judged it expedient to abandon his intended 
plan of attack, and returned to the Isle-aux« 
Noix. 

The british squadron having, for the present, 
a decided ascendency on Lake Ontario, block-^ 
aded Sacket's Harbour, in order to intercept 
the supplies which might, from time to time, 
be forwarded from Oswego, for the equipment 
of the american fleet. On the morning of the 
29th of May, a boat laden with two twenty-four 
pounders, and a large cable for one of the 
American ships of war, was captured on the 
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chao. way to Sacket^s Harbour from Oswego, from 
^^^* whence it had sailed in company with fifteen 
1814. other boatSjloaded with naval and military stores. 
This intelligence induced the naval comndander 
' to despatch captains Popham and Spilsbury,with 
two gun-boats and five barges, in quest of the 
enemy's boats, which these ofiicers ascertained 
to have taken shelter in Sandy Creek, whither 
they proceeded with the resolution of capturing 
or destroying them, if the attempt, should be 
found practicable. On the morning of the 31st 
of May, the boats from the british squadron 
entered the Creek, and captains Popham and 
Spilsbury, ^having reconnoitred the enemy's 
position, determined on an immediate attack, 
which, although aware of the hazard of the 
enterprise, they determined to risk, as the 
stores in possession of the enemy were of the 
utmost importance to the armament of their 
squadron. The boats advanced cautiously up 
the Creek to within half a mile of the enemy, 
when parties were landed on either bank, who 
advanced on the flanks of the gun-boats, to a 
turning which opened the enemy's boats full to 
their view — It was at this juncture, when, by 
some accident, a sixty-eight pounder carronade 
in the bow of the foremost gun-boat being 
disabled, it became necessary to pull her 
round to bring the twenty-four pounder in her 
" stern to bear upon the enemy. The americans 
taking this movement for the commencement 
of a retreat advanced with their whole force, 
consisting of one hundred and fifty riflemen, 
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near two hundred Indians, and a strong body chap. 
of militia and cavalry ; who after a short though ^^ 
desperate contest, from which it was impossi- i8i4. 
ble to eflFect a retreat, overpowered the british 
party, consisting of about two hundred men, 
of which, it is said, eighteen were killed and 
fifty wounded. Captain Popham in his official 
despatch to sir James L. Yeo, on this affair, 
acknowledged with the warmest gratitude, the 
humane exertions of the american officers of 
the rifle corps, commanded by major Appling, 
in saving the lives of many of the officers and 
men, whom the american soldiers and Indians 
were devoting to slaughter. 

The american forces concentrated at Buffa- 
loe, Black Rock, and other places, on the 
Niagara frontier, under the command of major 
general Brown, in momentary expectation of 
the co-operation of the squadron on lake 
Ontario, were ready at the end of June, to 
invade Upper Canada. On the morning of the 
third July, the enemy embarked in boats and 
batteaux, and effected a landing on the Canada 
Side, without opposition, with two strong bri- 
gades, under brigadiers Scott and Ripley, at 
two points on the shore above and below fort 
Erie, each about a mile distant from that post, 
then under command of major Buck, of the 8th 
regiment. This officer had been active in 
putting fort Erie in a state of defence, and with 
a small detachment of about seventy men was 
left in charge of it, more with a view of caus- 
ing a temporary check to an invading force. 



]92 

chu>. than ibr the purpose of defending it against a 
^' regular siege, which was not intended. It 
"J^ would have been impossible to maintain fort 
JErie, for any length of time^ against the over- 
whelming force of the enemy, but a resistance 
of even a few hours, might have been of mate- 
rial consequence, and have enabled general 
Riall to repell the invasion at the outset. The 
able dispositions which had been made by the 
forces under that officer, along the Niagara 
line, by the direction of lieut. general Drum- 
mond, who had anticipated an invasion at the 
point where it commenced, were such, that 
the least impediment to the progress of the 
invaders, would have enabled general Riall to 
have concentrated his troops, and to fall upon 
and disperse the enemy, before they could have 
time to be prepared for an effectual resistance. 
Under these circumstances, it was a matter of 
regret, that fort Erie was tamely surrendered 
to the enemy, without firing a shot or making 
even a shew of resistance. The americans after 
the acquisisition of this important post, advanc- 
ed with confidence in the afternoon of the ensu- 
ing day, to the plains adjacent to Chippawa, and 
were making preparations to carry that post, 
when general Riall, to anticipate their design, 
having collected his forces, marched on the 
evening of the fifth, from his lines, and gave 
them batrie. The enemy had much the advan- 
tage in numbers and fought with determined 
bravery. His right rested on some buildings and 
orchards on the brink of the Niagara, and was 
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Strongly supported by artillery. His left was ckap. 
skirted by a wood, with a considerable body of ^^ 
indians and riflemen in front, The militia and isu. ' 
indians engaged the enemy^s riflemen, who, at 
first, checked their advance, but being sup- 
ported by the arrival of light troops, consisting 
of the light companies of the Royal Scots and 
1 00th regiment, with the 2d Lincoln militia, 
under lieut. colonel Pearson, they were dis- 
» lodged after a very sharp contest. Two light 
twenty-four pounders and a howitzer were 
brought into action against the enemy^s right, 
which was also engaged by the King's regi- 
ment, while the Royal Scots and 100th regi- 
ment, after deploying with the utmost steadi- 
ness, opened a heavy fire upon his left and 
advanced to the charge, with the most intrepid 
gallantry, under a destructive fire. In this 
attempt they suflFered so severely that it was 
found necessary to withdraw them and desist 
from a contest, which^ from the great superi- 
ority of the enemy's numbers, must have been 
unavailing. General Riall accordingly fell back 
upon Chippawa in the evening, and to prevent 
the enemy from occupying Burlington Heights, 
by a forced march, as intended, threw such 
reinforcements as he could spare* into forts 
George, Niagara, and Mississaga, and retired 
to Twenty-mile Creek, on the route to Burling- 
ton, where he prepared for a vigorous stand 
against the progress of the enemy to that post. 
The American squadron was not, however, 
ready to appear upon the lake during these 
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Chap, occurrences ; a circumstance peculiarly fortu- 
XIX. uate, as their appearance would have so em- 
"J^ boldened their arnay, far superior in numbers 
to the british, as probably to have led to the 
reduction of forts George and Niagara. The 
militia, under lieut. colonel Dickson, who was 
wounded, behaved with gallantry. The british 
lost six officers and one hundred and forty-two 
men killed, and twenty-six officers (among them 
lieut. col. the marquis of Tweedale, severely) 
and two hundred and ninety -five men wound- 
ed, and one officer and forty-five men missing. 
The enemy stated their loss at seventy men 
killed, and nine officers and two hundred and 
forty men wounded, and nineteen missing. 

The enemy, after this affair, gradually advanc- 
ed along the Niagara, and occupied Queenston, 
from whence he made demonstrations upon 
fixrts George and Mississaga, but finding lieut. 
col. Tucker, who had been left in command of 
those posts, on the alert, and determined to 
make a resolute defence, he desisted from fur- 
ther attempts to carry them. 

General Brgwn, finding a stouter resistance 
than he expected, feH back upon Queenston, 
from whence, on the 2Sth of July, he retreated 
with his whole force upon Chippawa, having 
previously set fire to the village of St. David^s.* 

* This, it would seem, however, yiras contraiy to the ordeis and in- 
structions of the generfti oommandlng, who, in general oilers, ex- 
pressed hisr displeasure at the circuiystaiMie, and desired belt. coipBel 
Stone, commanding at that village, to retire from the army in cojue- 
qnence •£ his ooncuct. T^is officer was afterwards dismissed the 
service on account oi Ihis business, without a hearing.-— The- vil- 
lage of Long Point, was also reduced ta ashes by these incendiaries. 
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General Riall immediately put his advance in ^^y^ 
motion, and was moving on to support it, when ..^^^ 
the enemy wheeled about with a view of over- 1^^ 4- 
powering his forces, before they could be 
assisted by the reinforcements which were 
expected to join him. General Drummond, 
with lieut. col. Harvey, had that morning arriv- 
ed at fort George, from York. The proceed- 
ings which immediately succeeded his arrival, 
cannot be more concisely and clearly explained 
than in his own official despatch, after the bat- 
tle of Lundy's Lane, which is quoted as the 
best relation to be found, of that hard fought 
action : — 

'^ I embarked on board his Majesty's schooner Netley, at 
York, on Sunday evening, the 24th instant, and reached 
Niagara at day-break, the following morning. Finding from 
lieutenant colonel Tucker that major general Riall was 
xinderstood to be moving towards the falls of Niagara, to 
support the advance of his division, which he had pushed 
on to that place, on the preceding evening, 1 ordered lieut^ 
colonel Morrison, with the 89th regiment, and a detachment 
of the Royals and King's, drawn from forts George and 
Mississaga, to proceeed to the same point, in order that, 
with the united force, I might act against the enemy (posted 
at Street Creek, with his advance at Chippawa) on my 
arrival, if it should be found expedient* 1 ordered lieut. 
colonel Tucker, at the same time, to proceed on the right 
bank of the river, with three hundred of the 4ilst, and about 
two hundred of the Royal Scots, and a body of indian war- 
riors, supported (on the river) by a party of armed seamen, 
under captain Dobbs, royal navy. The object of this 
movement was to disperse or capture a body of the enemy, 
which was encamped at Lewiston. Some, unavoidable 
delay having occurred in the march of the troops, up the 
. right bank, the enemy had moved off previous to lieutenant 
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Chap, colonel Tudker'a arrival. I have to express myself satisfied 
XIX. with the exertions of that officer. 



^' Having refreshed the troops at Queenston, and having 
1814. brought across the 4>lst, Royals, and Indians, I sent back 
the 4«l8t and 100th regiments to form the garrisons of the 
forts George, Mississaga, and Niagara, under lieutenant 
colonel Tucker, and moved, with the S9th9 and detach- 
ments of the Royals and King's, and light company of the 
41st, in all about SOO men, to join major general RialPs 
division at the Falls; 

" When arrived within a few miles of that position, I 
met a report from majo^r general Riall, that the enemy was 
advancing in great force. I immediately pushed on, and 
joined the head of lieutenant colonel Morrison's column, 
just as it reached the rpad leading towards the fieaver Dam, 
over the summit of the hill at Lundy's Lane. Instead of 
the whole of major general RialPs division, which I expected 
to have found ocpupying this position, I found it almost in 
the occupation of the enemy, whose columns were within 
600 yards of the top of the hill, and the surrounding woods 
filled with his light troops. The advance of major general 
Riall's division, consisting of the Glengary Light Infantry, 
and incorporated militia, having commenced their retreat 
upon fort Greorge, I countermanded these corps, and 
formed the 89lh regiment and the Royal Scots detachments, 
' and 41st light companies, in the rear of the hill, their left 
resting on the great road ; my two twenty-four pounder 
brass field guns a little advanced in front of the centre on 
the summit of the hill ; the Glengary Light Infantry on the 
right, the battalion of incorporated militia, and the detach- 
ment of the Kind's regiment on the Iei\ of the great road ; 
the squadron 19th Light Dragoons in the rear of the left, on 
the road. I had scarcely completed this formation, when 
the whole front was warmly and closely engaged. The 
enemy^s principal efforts were directed against our left and 
centre. After repeated attacks, the troops on the left were 
partially forced back, and the enemy gained a naomentary 
possession of the road. This gave him, however, no 
material advantage, as the troops which had been forced 
back formed in the rear of the 89th regiment, fronting the 
road, and securing the flank. It was during this short 
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rnterval that major general Riall, having received a severe q^^ 
wound, was intercepted as he was passing to the rear, by XSx. 
a party of the enemy^s cavalry, and made prisoner. In the ^^v^ 
centre, the repeated and determined attacks of the enemy 1814. 
were met by the 8dth regiment, the detachments of the 
Royals and King's, and the light company of the 41st regi- 
ment, with the most perfect steadiness and intrepid 
gallantry, and the enemy was constantly repulsed with 
very heavy loss. In so determined a manner were these 
attacks directed against our guns, that our artillerymen 
were bayoneted, by the enemy, in the act of loading, and 
the muzzles of the epemy's guns were advanced within a 
few yards of ours. The darkness of the night, during this 
extraordinary conflict, occasioned several uncommon inci- 
dents : our troops having for a moment been pushed back, 
some of our guns remained for a few minutes in the enemy's 
hands ; they were, however, not only quickly recovered, 
but the two pieces, a six pounder and a five and a half inch 
howitzer, which the enemy had brought up, were captured 
by us, together with several tumbrils ; and in limbering up 
our guns at one period, one of the enemy*s six pounders 
was put, by mistake, upon a limber of ours, and one of our 
six pounders limbered on one of his ; by which means the 
pieces were exchanged ; and thus, though we captured two 
of his guns, yet, as he obtained one of ours, we have 
gained only one gun. 

^' About nine o'clock (the action having commenced at 
six) there was a short intermission of firing, during which it 
appears the enemy was employed in bringing up the whole 
of his remaining force, and he shortly afterwards renewed 
his attack, with fresh troops, but was everywhere repulsed, 
with equal gallantry and success. About this period the 
remainder of major general Kiall's division, which had been 
ordered to retire, on the advance of the enemy, consisting 
of the I03d regiment, under colonel Scott; the head-quarter 
division of the Royal Scots, the head quarter division of 
the 8th (or King's ;) fiank companies 104th ; some detach* 
ments of militia, under lieutenant colonel Hamilton, in- 
specting field-officer, joined the troops engaged ; and I placed 
them in a second line, ^ith the exception of the Royal Scots, 
and flank companies 104fth, with which I prolonged my 
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Chap. ^^^^^ ^''^® ^" ^^® "2^^ where I was apprehensive of the 
XIX. enemy's out-flanking me. The enemy's efforts to carry the 
N^^v^ hill were continued until about midnight, when he had 
1814. suffered so severely from the superior steadiness and dis- 
cipline of his Majesty^si troops, that he gave up the. contest, 
and retreated with great precipitation to his camp, beyond 
the Chippawa, On the following day he abandoned his 
camp, threw the greatest part of his baggage, camp-equip- 
age, and provisions iqto the rapids ; and having set fire to 
Street's Mills, and destroyed the bridge at Chippawa, con- 
tinued his retreat in great disorder towards Fort Erie. My 
light troops, cavalry, and indians, are detached in pursuit^ 
and to harrass his retreat, which, I doubt not, he will 
continue until he reaches his own shore, 

^' The loss sustained by the enemy, in this seve^ action, 
cannot be estimated at less than fifteen hundred men^ 
including several hundrec^s of prisoners left in our bands ; 
his two commanding generals. Brown and Scott, . are said to 
be wounded ; his whole force, which has never been rated 
at less than five thousand, having been engaged. Enclosed, 
1 have the honour to transmit a return of our loss, which 
has been very considerable. The number of troops under 
my command did not,, for the first three hours, exceed 
sixteen hundred men ; the addition of the troops, imder 
colonel Scott, did not increase it tp more than two thousand 
eight hundred, of every description." 

GiEjneralDrummond received a severe wound 
in his neck, from a musket ball. He, however, 
concealed the circumstance from the troops, 
and= remained on the ground, cheering on his 
mevk until the close of the action. Lieut, col. 
Morrison, of the 89th regiment j lieut. colonel 
Pearson, captain Robinson, of the King's regi- 
ment, (commanding the militia,) and several 
other officers were severely wounded. The 
bravery of the militia, in this desperate conflict, 
is said to have been beyond all praise, as 
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attested by a variety of authorities, and by nonech^. 
more warmly (to the writer's knowledge) than^^J^ 
by lieut. calonel (now lieut. general,) Sir John isu. 
Harvey, himself no Idle spectator on the 
occasion.— Nothing could have been more 
awful and impressive tl^an this mid-night con- 
test. The desperate cha^rges of the enemy 
were succeeded by a deathlike silence,, inter- 
rupted only by the groans of the dying, and the 
dull sounds of the falls of Niagara, while the ad- 
verse lines were now and then dimly discerned 
through the moonlight,, by the gleam of their 
arms. These anxious pauses were succeeded 
by a blaze of musketry along the lines, and by 
a repetition of the most desperate charges from 
the enemy, which the british,. regulars and 
militiia, received with the most unshaken firm- 
ness. The araerican loss, by their owji state- 
ment, amounted to one hundred and sixty rank 
and file killed, including twelve officers; and 
five hundred and seventeen wpupded, including 
fifty officers, among them generals Brown and 
Scott. The command of the american forces, 
in the absence of generals Brown and Scott, 
who retired for the recovery of their wounds, 
devolved upon general Ripley. The enemy 
retreated, on the 27th> with his whole force to 
Fort Erie, and threw up intrenchnjents in the 
neighbourhood of that fort to secure himself 
against the british, who immediately invested 
their works. General Gaines, in the mean time, 
proceeded from Sacket's Harbour, and assumr- 
ed' the compfiand s^t Fort Eri^*, 
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Ch^. On the 1st of August, the american fleet 
^^^- sailed from Sacket's Harbour, and after looking 
mi. into Kingston, proceeded for the head of the 
lake; from whence he soon returned to port, 
upon finding the army far from being in a state 
toco-operate, cooped up at Fort Erie, and 
incapable of holding any direct communication 
with the naval force on lake Ontario. 

The successful result of an enterprise by 
captain Dobbs, of the royal navy, in capturing, 
in the night of the 12th of August, with his gig 
and some batteaux, (conveyed over land from 
the Niagara river,) two of the enemy's schoon- 
ers, the Ohio and Somers, lying close to Fort 
Erie, for the purpose of flanking the approaches 
to the fort, each mounting three long twelves, 
with complements of thirty-five men, gave spirit 
to the army. General Drummond, after recon- 
noitering the enemiy's position, determined to 
storm the american intrenchlnents. He accord- 
ingly opened a battery on the morning of the 
thirteenth, and on the ensuing day, finding that 
a material efffect had been produced upon their 
works, he made the necessary preparations for 
an assault. Three columns were, in the night 
of the fourteenth, put in movement: one under 
the command of lieut. colonel Fischer, of De 
Watteville's re^ment, consisting of the 8th and 
De Wattville's regiments, the flank companies 
of the 89th and 100th regiments, with a de- 
tachment of artillery ; another under lieut. col. 
Drummond, of the 104th regiment, consisting 
of the flank companies of the 41st and 104th 
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regiments, and a body of seamen and marines chap. 
under captain Dobbs, R. N,, and the third ^^ 
under colonel Scott, of the 103d regiment, i8i4. 
consisting of his own regiment, supported by 
two companies of the royals. The first of 
these columns was ordered to attack and 
turn the left of the enemy's intrenchment, 
on the side of Snake Hill, while the two 
other columns were to attack the fort and the 
right of their intrenchments. Col. Fischer's 
column had gained the point of attack two 
hours before daylight, and the bead of the 
column had actually gained possession of the 
enemy's batteries, but the column of support, 
in marching too near the lake, entangled them- 
selves between the rocks and the water, and 
were, by the repulse of the flank companies of 
the King's regiment, (which, for want of timely 
support, was compelled to retire upon them,) 
thrown into utter confusion, and sufiered most 
severely by the fire of the enemy. The two other 
columns advanced as soon as the firing upon 
lieut. col. Fischer^s column was heard, and at 
the same moment stormed the fort and intrench- 
ments on the right, and after a desperate resist- 
ance succeeded in making a lodgment in the 
fort, through the embrasures of the demi-bas- 
tion. The enemy took to a stone building, 
which they maintained, with determination, 
for upwards of an hour and a half, against the 
guns of the demi-bastion, which the assail- 
ants had turned against them, until some am- 
munition, under the platform on which the guns 
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Chap, were placed takiog fire, (whether accidentally 
XXX. or by design^ is not well understood,) a tre- 
^^ mendous explosion ensued, by which almost all 
the troops who had entered the fort were dread- 
fully mangled. An immediate panic seized the 
troops, who could neither be rallied by the sur- 
viving officers, nor persuaded that the explo- 
sion was accidental. The enemy after having 
repulsed lieut. col. Fischer's column, had or- 
dered reinforcements from the left and centre 
of their lines, to the assistance of the fort, who, 
taking advantage of the darkness and confusion 
of the moment, pressed forward with a heavy 
and destructive fire, and compelled the assail- 
ants to retire from the works they had so 
gallantly carried. 

In this assault, the loss of the british was 
severely felt. Colonels Scott and Drummond, 
fell, while storming the works, at the head of 
their respective columns. Four officers and 
fifty-four men were returned as killed, and 
twenty-four officers and two hundred and 
eighty-five men wounded. The missing were 
reported at nine officers and five hundred and 
thirty men, afterwards ascertained to have been 
principally killed. The american statement of 
their own loss, makes it eighty-four in killed 
wounded and missing. 

General Drummond was reinforced a day 
or two after this assault, by the arrival of the 
6tb and 82d regiments, from Lower Canada. 
This reinforcement was, however, no more 
thaa barely sufficient to supply the recent 
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casualties, and the general did not, with the chap. 
small force under his command, deem it expe- xix. 
dient to hazard a second attempt to recover ^^ 
Fort Erie, but, by continuing its investment, 
he cut off all communication with the adjacent 
country, and in compelling the enemy to draw 
his resources from his own country rendered 
the occupation of that post, for the remainder 
of the campaign, of no service to the invaders. 

Michilliroakinac, contrary to the expectation 
of the enemy, had, early in the spring, been 
reinforced with a detachment of troops and 
seamen, under lieutenant colonel M*Douall. 
This oflScer proceeded by way of the Notta- 
wasaga river, and after having, for several days, 
struggled against the ice and tempestuous 
weather, which, at this season, agitates Lake 
Huron, arrived at his destination on the 18th 
of May, with his open canoes loaded with 
provisions and stores for the relief of the 
garrison. 

•From Michillimakinac, lieutenant colonel 
M'Douall dispatched lieutenant colonel M*Kay, 
of the indian department, at the commence- 
ment of July, with a force of six hundred and ' 
fifty men (of which 120 were Michigan Fenci- 
bles, Canadian Volunteers and officers of the 
Indian department, the remainder indians) to 
reduce the post of Prairie du Chien, on the 
Mississippi. Mr. M'Kay arrived at that place 
on the 17th July. Here he found the enemy 
in occupation of a small fort, situated on a 
height, with two block-houses, mo anting six 
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Chap, pieces of cannon, and in the middle of the 
^^- Mississippi, immediately in front of the fort, a 
1814. large gun-boat mounting fourteen pieces of 
small artillery. Mr. M^Kay sent a flag of truce, 
demanding an immediate surrender. This 
being refused, he opened a fire from one gun, 
upon the enemy's gun-boat, with such effect, 
after an action of three hours, as to compel her 
to cut her cable and run down the stream, 
where she took shelter under an island. In 
the evening of the 19th, having thrown up his 
breast works, at the distance of four hundred 
and fifty yards, he was prepared to open* a 
cannonade upon the enemy, with a single gun 
which he had mounted for the purpose, when 
the enemy hoisted a white flag and sent an 
officer to acquaint the besiegers of their sur- 
render, who immediately took possession of 
the garrison. The enemy's force consisted of 
three officers and 71 men. The reduction of 
this post, which was effected without the loss 
of a single man, was of the utmost importarfce 
to the british traders, and effectually secured 
the british influence over the indian tribes of 
of the West. 

The eneniy, upon ascertaining that Michilli- 
makinac had been reinforced, fitted out an 
expedition which was put under the command 
of lieut. col. Croghan. A detachment of this 
force, under the command of major Holmes, 
an unfeeling miscreant, proceeded to Saint 
Marie's, where, after plundering the whole of 
the stores belonging to the North West Com- 
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?any, they reduced the buildings to ashes.* — chap. 
'he main body after it had been joined by this ^^^• 
detachment consisted of about nine hundred TsiT 
men. This force eflfected a landing near the 
fort of Michillimakinac, on the 4th of August, 
in the forenoon ; but the spirited opposition • 
which it experienced from the handful of men, 
under lieutenant colonel M^Douall, was such 
as to compel them to re-embark, leaving 
seventeen men dead on the shore, among 
them major Holmes. 

Though the enemy had failed in this attempt, 
to carry Michillimakinac, they kept their small 
cruisers in the neighbourhood, so as to inter- 
cept all supplies destined for the garrison. 
Two of these vessels the Tigress and Scorpion 
were carried, (the former on the evening of the 
3d, and the latter in the morning of the dth of 
September) by a small party of seamen, under 
lieutenant Worsley, R. N., and a party of 
soldiers, under lieutenant Bulger, of the 
Royal Newfoundland regiment. They carried 
each a long twenty-four pounder on a pivot, 
with complements of thirty-two men. After 
their capture, Michillimakinac was left un- 
molested. 

During these events in Upper Canada, lieut. 
general sir John Coape Sherbooke, then lieut. 
governor in Nova Scotia, was syccessfully 

* It is related among other traits of their cruelty, that these bri- 
gands, having made use of a horse all the day in carrying the plun- 
der, tied him whilst harnessed in the cart, to a dwelling-house, which 
they set on fire, and amused themselves in admiring the unavailing 
e^rts of the poor animal to extricate itself from the flames. 

VOL, II. S 
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Chap, engaged in reducing 'a very populous and 
^^ extensive portion of the enemy's territories, 
7^ adjacent to the province of New Brunswick. 
He detached a small force from Halifax, under 
lieutenant colonel Pilkington which, with the 
Ramilies, commanded by sir Thomas Hardy, 
took possession, on the 11th July, of Moose 
Island in Fassamaquoddy Bay, the garrison at 
fort Sullivan, consisting of six officers and 
eighty men, under the command of major 
Putnam, surrendering themselves prisoners of 
war.. On the 26th of August, sir John C. 
Sherbrooke having embarked at Halifax, the 
whole of his disposeable forces on board of 
ten transports set sail, accompanied by a 
small squadron, under rear admiral Griffiths 
for Castine, on the Penobscot river, where he 
arrived on the 1st September, and took pos- 
session of the batteries at that place ; the 
enemy, finding it impossible to retain the post, 
having previously blown up the magazine and 
retreated with the field pieces. The United 
States' frigate Adams, had some days previous 
to the arrival of the british at Castine, run into 
the Penobscot and for security had gone up as 
far as Hamden, where her guns had been 
landed and a position taken, with a view of 
protecting her. Captain Barrie, of the Dragon^ 
with a suitable naval force, and six hundred 
picked men» under the command of cohnrnt 
John, of the 60th regiment, were detached up 
the river, for the purpose of obtaining posses- 
sion or diestroying this vesseL The ^fiemy. 
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who at first offered a spirited resistance, after chap. 
setting fire to the frigate, fled in all directions, ^^^ 
upon finding the british resolutely advancing "^^ 
against their positions. Several pieces of 
ordnance and three stand of colours fell into 
the hands of the british, whose loss amounted 
to no more than one man killed and one officer 
and seven men wounded. 

After the capture of Castine, lieutenant col. 
Pilkington was despatched with a brigade of 
troops for Machias,which was taken possession 
of on the 11th September by that officer; the 
detachment in Fort OBrien, having, on the 
approach of the british, precipitately retreated 
from the fort, leaving twenty-six pieces of 
ordnance, with a quantity of small arms and 
ammunition. Lieut, colonel Pilkington was 
on the point of marching into the interior of 
the country, when he received a communica- 
tion from lieutenant general Brewer, com- 
manding the district, engaging that the militia 
forces within the county of Washington, should 
not bear arms or serve against his britannic 
Majesty during the war. This, with a similar 
offer made by the civil officers and principal 
inhabitants of the county, brought on a cessa-* 
tion of arms. By these judicious measures a 
populous extent of territory, stretching one 
hundred miles along the sea coast, including a 
valuable tract of country, partly separating 
New Brunswick from Lower Canada, submit- 
ted to the british arms without effusion of blood 
or waste of treasure. 
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Chap. Among the casualties in advance along the 
^^ lines on the Montreal frontier, in the course of 
1814. the present summer, the death of captain 
Mailloux deserves to be remembered. This 
brave Canadian had been remarkably vigilant 
and was of essential service in watching the 
movements of the enemy. He fell, while on a 
reconnoitring party, into the hands of the enemy, 
who had laid in ambush for him. He received 
several balls through the body, of which he 
languished some days, receiving, however, the 
greatest attention from the american surgeons, 
as well as from those of the british, who were 
allowed by the enemy to cross the lines to 
attend him. The body, after his decease, was 
sent to the lines, escorted by a party of the 
american military, with the honors of war, and 
every mark of respect for the memory of the 
deceased. 

The arrival at Quebec, of a strong reinforce- 
ment of sixteen thousand men, of the Duke of 
Wellington's army, from the Garonne, in July 
and August, determined Sir George Prevost, 
to invade the state of New York, by the way 
of Lake Champlain.* The flotilla at Isle-aux 

* The following general order, issued at Montreal » on the 23d of 
August, 1814, shortly after their arrival, gave great offence to the oflS- 
cers of the division of the army pointed at, and made Sir George 
Prevost, very unpopular in it, many of them making no scruples in 
expressing their conviction of his inade<}uacy fbr the position in which 
he was placed, and their determination to disregeuxl the general 
order, as a piece of peiUfxte : — 

" Head Quarters, Montreal, 23d August, 1814. 

'< General Order. — The ccmimander of the forces has observed in 
the dress of several of the officers of corps and departments lately 
added to this army, from that of Field Marshal the Duke of Welling* 



209 

Noix was necessary to co-operate with thechap. 
land forces, and the commissary general and ^^• 
quarter-master general, in order to expedite!^ 
the new frigate, the Confiance, were directed 
to suspend every other branch of the public 
service which interfered with its equipment. 
Sir James L. Yeo was urged, by the comman- 
der of the forces, early in August, to put this 
division of his command into an effective state, 
for the contemplated service. In answer to this, 
he was acquainted by the commodore, that the 
squadron on lake Champlain was already ninety 
men over complete. This officer at the same 
time superseded captain Fisher, who, with 
much exertion, had almost prepared the flo- 
tilla for active service, appointing captain 
Downie, from the lake Ontario squadron, in 
his stead. 

The commander of the forces, disappointed 
in not receiving a reinforcement of seamen 
from lake Ontario, applied to admiral Otway 
and captain lord James O'Brien, then at Quebec, 
who furnished a strong reinforcement from 
their respective ships, the Ajax and Warspite, 
for the service of the flotilla. 

ton, a fanciful variety inconsistent with the rules of the service, and 
in some instances, without comfort or convenience, and to the pre- 
judice of the service, by reproving essential distinctions of rank and 
description of service. 

'< His excellency deems it expedient to direct that general officers 
ill charge of divisions and brigades, do uphold h^s Majesty's copi- 
mands m that respect, and only admit of such deviations from Ihem 
as may be iustified by particuljar causes of service and climate, and 
even then meir uniformity is to be retained. 

<^ Commanding oflScers are held responsible that the established 
uniform ^ HHuax oogw is s^etly observed by the ofiicers under their 
command. ^^ Ed. Baynesi ad^t.-%<Q.tk.«*^ 

s 2 
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Chap. Sir George Prevost having sent to Upper 
^^^ Canada, a brigade of troops under major gene- 
1814. ral Kempt, who was authorised to make a des- 
cent upon Sacket's Harbour, before the close 
of the season, if such a measure should be 
thought practicable, concentrated his army 
between Laprairie and fort Chambly, under 
the immediate command of major general De 
Rottenburgh, Although the flotilla was scarcely 
ready to co-operate, finding that a strong divi- 
sion of the enemy's forces under general Izard, 
had marched from Plattsburgh, to reinforce the 
troops at fort Erie, he, in order to check the 
advance of this division, put his army in move- 
ment and crossed the lines at Odelltown, on 
the 1st of September. On the third, he ad- 
vanced and occupied Champlain Town, which 
the enemy abandoned upon his approach. 

From this point, the whole british force 
marched on the fourth, in two columns, by 
parallel roads upon Plattsburgh, through a 
woody country. The column marching by the 
western road, (more elevated and on drier 
. ground than the road next the lake, which was 
low and swampy,) commanded by majors gene- 
rals Power and Robinson, was smartly oppos- 
ed by the enemy's militia. It, however^ drove 
the enemy back upon Plattsburgh on the sixths 
and opened the way for the left brigade, com- 
manded by major general Brisbane, by Dead 
Creek, a strong position, upon the border of 
lake Champlain, which the enemy had occu- 
pied in force, after destroying a bridge over 
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the stream, which, in this place was not forda-chap. 
ble, having so distributed their gun-boats, (ten ^^ 
in number, six of which carried each one long i8i4. 
twenty-four, and an eighteen pounder carron- 
ade, the others a long twelve each,) as to take 
the british in flank, on their approach. The 
american squadron, consisting of the ship Sara- 
toga of 26 guns ; brig Eagle, 20 guns ; schooner 
Ticonderoga, 17 guns; and the cutter Preble, 
of 7 guns, lay anchored in the Bay, then within 
reach of the protection of three batteries and 
redoubts, on a ridge of land on the south of 
the Saranac river. This position being turn- 
ed, the enemy fell back upon their redoubts 
beyond the Saranac, keeping a vigilant out- 
look upon the fords of the river, with strong 
picquets of light troops. On the seventh, the 
the heavy artillery being brought forward, eli- 
gible situations were chosen to place them in 
battery, when it was observed that the squa- 
dron had changed their position from that of the 
preceding day, and were anchored out of reach 
of their own, as well as of the british batteries. 
The commander of the forces had previously 
acquainted captain Downie, (who was moving 
gradually up the lake, with his flotilla,'^ himself 
in the Confiance, rather unprepared for action, 
with a crew entirely strangers to her officers,) 
of the position of the american squadron ; and 
that the attack, by land and water, might be 
simultaneous, he deferred an attack upon their 

• Consisting of the Confiance; 36 ; Linnet, 18; Chub, 10; Finch, 
10; 12gim-boat8, 16 guns. 
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Chap, works until the arrival of the squadron. This 
^^^- resolution, it is said, was adopted with the 
*J^, unanimous concurrence of the general officers 
present The escape of the enemy's fleet to 
the narrow channels, at the head of the lake, 
might render it impracticable to engage them 
there, with any prospect of success : a final 
decision of the naval ascendency, on the lake, 
at the present juncture was, therefore, of the 
utmost importance to the ulterior operations of 
the army, and the expediency of such a mea- 
sure was universally acknowledged, particu- 
larly as the strongest confidence prevailed in 
the superiority of the british vessels, their 
weight of metal, and in the capacity and expe- 
rience of their officers and crews ; and as the 
commander of the forces was informed by an 
officer of his staff, who had been dispatched to 
captain Downie, that he (capt. D.) considered 
himself, with his own vessel alone,'(the Confi- 
ance) a match for the whole american squa- 
dron. At midnight, on the 9th September, Sir 
George Prevost received a communication from 
capt. Downie, stating that he was prepared for 
service, and proposed getting under way with 
his squadron the same night, at twelve o'clock, 
with the intention of doubling Cumberland 
Head, at the entrance of Plattsburgh Bay,) 
about day-break, and engaging the enemy's 
squadron, if anchored in a position to justify 
such a measure. The troops, at dawn of day, 
were under arms, but there being no appear- 
ance of the fleet at the expected hour, they 
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were sent into quarters. Sir George wrote achap. 
note to captain Downie, acquainting him that ^*^- 
the army had been held in readiness that mora- TsiT. 
ing for the expected arrival, and expressing 
his hopes that the wind only had delayed the 
approach of the squadron. The brave Downie, 
who, to the noble and manly virtues charac- 
teristic of his profession, united the nicest 
sense of honor, is said to have been fired with 
indignation at the reflection contained in the 
note. No communication subsequent to that 
of the 9th was, however, received from him at 
head-quarters. At dawn of day, on the 1 1th, 
the wind being observed to be favorable for the 
advance of the squadron, the troops were put 
under arms, and at seven o'clock its approach 
was announced by the scaling of the guns of 
Confiance, which rounded Cumberland Head 
with a leading breeze, leaving the other vessels 
and gun-boats far in her wake. At 8 o'clock 
the whole fire of the enemy's squadron, moored 
in line, was directed upon the Confiance, 
which moved gallantly into action without 
returning a shot, (captain Downie intending to 
lay his ship athwart hause of the enemy's largest 
ship) until within two cable lengths of the 
american line, when, having two anchors shot 
away and the wind baffling, she came to 
anchor, and opened a destructive fire upon 
the enemy. The Linnet and Chub, some 
time after, took their stations at a short distance, 
but the Chub having had her cables, bowsprit, 
and main boom shot away, became unmanage 
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Chap, able and drifting within the enemy's Une was 
^^ obliged' to surrender. Shortly after the com- 
'J^ mencement of the fire from the Confiance, her 
gallant commander fell, and the command of 
the squadron devolved upon captain Pring of 
the Linnet. The Confiance, after the fall of 
captain Downie, fought for some tune most 
gallantly, under the command of lieutenant 
Robertson, but was compelled to strike her 
colours to the enemy's ship» the Saratoga, 
which at one moment had slackened her fire, 
several of her guns being dismounted : she^ 
however, cut her cable, winded her larboard 
broadside so as to bear on the Confiance> 
which, being much shattered in her hull and 
injured in her riggings endeavoured in vain to 
effect the same manoauvre. The Finch struck 
on a reef of rocks, to the eastward of Crab 
Island, early in the action, and was of no ser- 
vice in the engagement The Linnet only 
remained ; but captain Pring finding that the 
gun-boats had shamefully abandoned the object 
assigned to them, and were flying from the 
scene of action, while not a hope remained of 
retrieving the disasters of the day, his men 
falling fast, was compelled, reluctantly, to 
give the painful orders to strike his colours. 
The fire on both sides proved very destructive, 
from the light airs and the smoothness of the 
water : the british loss in killed and wounded 
was one hundred and twenty-nine, of which 
three officers and thirty*eight men were killed, 
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and one officer and thirty-nine men wounded chap. 
on board of the Confiance. ^^^• 

The batteries on shore were put into opera- 1^, 
tion against the enemy's line of fortifications, 
as soon as the enemy's ships commenced 
firing. As the approach to the front of their 
works was rough and exposed to a fire of grape 
and musketry, as well as to a flank fire from a 
Block-house, a column of assault, under major 
general Robinson, was ordered to move by the 
rear of their bivouacs, the better to conceal 
their movements and croiss a ford previously 
reconnoitred some distance up the Saranac ; 
thence to penetrate through a wood to a clear 
space of ground, in the vicinity of the enemy's 
position, where the necessary preparations 
might be made to carry their works by assauh, 
on their reverse front. 

The second brigade, under major general 
Brisbane, was so distributed as to create a 
diversion in favor of the column, under major 
general Robinson, which, through the mistake 
of 'the guides, had been led upon a wrong 
path and missed the ford* Before the error 
could be rectified by a countermarch, shouts of 
huzzah, were distinctly heard by this column, 
in the direction of the american works. To 
have carried these fortifications would have 
been no difficult task for the brave troops com- 
posing either column, but their attainment, after 
the loss of the squadron, could not have been 
attended with any permanent advantage. Or- 
ders were, therefore, sent to general Robinson, 
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Chap, (^ho upon hearing the shouts had halted and 
xiA. sent to Head-Quarters to ascertain the cause, 
^^^ and to receive such further orders from the 
commander of the forces as were necessary) to 
return with his column. The loss of the 
squadron gave the enemy the means of convey- 
ing their troops to such points as might be 
deemed expedient, and the numerous rein- 
forcements which crowded in, gave them a 
disposeable force, whose superiority in num- 
bers was such that a delay of a few hours 
might have placed the british in a critical 
situation. So circumstanced, the army indig- 
nant at being obliged to retire before an enemy 
their inferior in discipline and renown, fell 
back upon Chazy, in the evening, Avith little 
molestation from the americans. On the ensu- 
ing day they continued their retreat towards 
the lines, bringing away such of the ordnance 
and commissariat stores as had not been! injured 
by the rain, which, from the commencement 
of the invasion and during the retreat of the 
army, had been almost incessant. The loss' of 
stores was prodigious.* 

* The reader may take an interest in perusins the accounts given 
by the respective commanders of the bntish and american forces, at 
Piattsburgn^on the events of the day alluded to, exceedingly huniliat- 
ing as they 'were, and are, to every british subject takingan interest 
in the success of his country and the honor of its arms. , The style of 
the american general Macomb, different from that of most general 
orders of that tune, by officers of the United States' army, is free of 
the gasconade, and vaunting which generally characterised them, and 
on the whole, soldier like and patriotic, as the reader will perceive : — 

** Head QvAKTEASf Plattsbursh, 

'< State of New York, Sept. 11, 1814. 
** My Lord— Upon the arrival of the reinforcements from the 
Oaronne, I kwt no time in asedmbling thvte bngadct <m tfae frontier 
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Thus terminated the lockless and humUiat- ch^ 
ing expedition ta Flattsburgb,, with the loss of ^^ 
the squadron, (the gun-boats, owing to the i8i4 

of Lower Canada, extending from the river Richeliea to the St. Law- 
rence, and in forming them into a division,, under the command of 
niajor general Be Rottenburg, for the purpose of carryinff into efiect 
his royal highness the Prince Regent^s commands, which hsd becai 
conveyed to nie by your lordship, in your dispatch of the 3d June last. 

*^ As the troops concentrated and approadied the line of separate 
between this* province and^e Umted States, the americaft army 
abandoned its entrenched camp on the river Chazy, at Chamdiaiu — a 
position I immediately seized, and occupied in force on the Soinstant. 
The following day the whole of the left division advanced to the vil- 
lage of Chaxy , without meeting the least opposition from the enemy. 

^^ On the &th it halted within eight miles of this place, having sur- 
mounted the difficulties created by the obstructions in the road from 
the felling of trees, and the removal of bridges. The next day the 
division moved upon Plattsburgh, in two columns, on parallel roads ; 
the right colunm led by major-general Power's brigade, supported by 
four companies of light in£uitry and a demi-brigade, under major- 
general Robinson ; the left by major general Brisbane's brigade. 

^^ The enemy's militia, supported by his regulars, attem{£ed to im- 
pede the advance of the right column, but they were driven before it 
from all their positions, and the colunm entered Plattsburgh.— This 
rapid movement having reversed the strong position taken up by the 
enemy at Dead Creek, it was precipitately abandoned by lum, and 
his gun-boats alone left to defend the ibrd, and to prevent ouv restor- 
ing the bridges, which had been imperfectly destroyed, an inconve- 
nience soon surmounted. 

'< Here I found the enemy in the occupation of an elevated ridge of 
land, on the south branch of the Saranac, crowned with three strong 
redoubts and other field works, and block-houses axmed with heavy 
ordnance, with their flotilla at anchor out of gun-shot from the shore, 
consisting of a ship, a brig, a schooner, a sloop, and ten gun-boats. 

<< I immediately communicated this circumstance to capt. Bownie, 
who had been recently appointed to command the vessels on lake 
Champlain, consisting of a ship, a brig, two sloops, and twelve gun- 
boats, and requested his co-operation, and in the mean tinoe batteries 
were constructed for the guns brought from the rear. 

« On the morning of t& 11th our flotilla was seen over the isthmus 
. which ioins Cumberland-head with themain land, steering for Platts- 
burgh bay. I immediately ordered Uiat part of the brigade under 
major-general Robinson, which had beea brought forwaro, consisting 
o{ four light-infantry companies, 3d batt. 27ui and 76th regiments, 
and major-general Power's brigade, consisting of the 3d, 5th, 1st 
batt. 27th, and 58th regiments, to force the ford of ttie Saranac, and 

* l*he reader will obsertre that tl^ despatch is dated at *' Plattsburgh ;" 
bot.. from the fdyof e ezprcMion> it would seem to hare been written iii Ca- 
nada* Though of Uttte orameati tliii gave rise to tottie oottiaeatr 

VOL. 11. T 
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Chap, misconduct of the pfficer in command, except- 
^^' ed,*) and five hundred men of the land forces 
1814. in killed, wounded, and missing. 

advance, provided with scaling ladders, to escalade the enemy's 
works upon the heights : this force was placed under the conrnmuid 
of major general Robinson. The batteries opened their fire the in- 
stant the Sups ensased. 

** It is now with deep concern I inform your lordship,that notwith- 
standing the intrepid valour with which capt. X)ownie led his flotilla 
into action, my most sanguine hopes of complete success were, not 
long afterwards, blasted, by a combination, as appeared to us, of 
unfortunate events, to which navsd warfare is peculiarly exposed. 

" Scarcely had his Majesty's troops forced a passage across the 
Saranac, and ascended the height on which stand uie enemy's works, 
than I had the extreme mortification to hear the shout of victory from 
the enemy's works, in consequence of the british flag being lowered 
on board the Confiance and Linnet, and to see our gun-boats seeking 
their safety in flight. This unlooked for etent depriving me of the 
co-operation of tl:^ fleet, without which the further prosecution of the 
service was become impracticable, I did not hesitate to arrest the 
course of the troops advancing to the attack, because the most com- 
plete success would have been unavailing, and the possession of the 
enemy's works ottered no advantage to compensate for the loss we 
must nave sustained in acquiring possession of them. 

** I have ordered the batteries to be dismantled, ^e guns withdrawn 
with the wounded men who can be removed, to be sent to the rear, in 
order that the troops may return to Chazy, to-morrow, and on the 
following day to Champlain, where I propose to halt until I have 
ascertained the use the enemy propose making of the naval ascen- 
dancy they have acquired on lake Cnamplain. 

** I have the honor to transmit herewith returns of the loss sustain- 
ed by the left division of this army in its advance to Plattsburgh, and 
in forcine a passage across the river Saranac. 

** I have the honor, &c. (Sgned) " George Prevost." 
« To the Earl Batfaurst, &c., &c.'> 

** Head Quarters, Plattsbursh, Sept. 19, 1814. 
" General Ordem. — ^The eovemor general of the Canadas and com- 
mander in chief of the british forces in North America, having invad- 
ed the territories of die United States, with the avowed purpose of 
conquering the country as far as Crown Point and Ticonderoga, there 
to winter his forces with a view to further conquest, brought with 
him a powerful army and flotilla — an army amounthif to fourteen 
thousand men, completely equipped and accompanied by a numerous 
train of artillery and all the engines of war — ^men who had conquered 

* This gentleman, lieut. Rayot, soon after his disgraceful flight 
from the naval action at Plattsbur§^, disappeared, while under arrest, 
preparatory to hia trial by a naval court martial, and was struck from 
the navy list 
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The unfortunate result of this expedition chap. 
mortified the army, which felt itself disgraced ^^* 
in being compelled to retire before an enemy ^^ 

in France, Spain, Portu£al| the Indies, and in various other parts 
of the globe, and led by ue most distin|;iushed generals of thebritish 
army ; a flotilla also, superior to ours m iFesseu, men and guns — ^had 
determined at once to crush us both by land and by water. 

ti The ^vernor general after boasting of what he would do, and 
endeavounng to di;Muade the loyal inhabitants of the United States, 
from their allegiance by threats and promises, as set forth in his pro- 
clamations and orders, nxed his Head Quarters at the village of Cham- 
plain, to organise hiis army and to settle the government of his 
mtended conquests. On the second day ci the nKmth, he marched 
from Champlain, and on the 5th, appeared before the viUage of Platts- 
burgh,with his whole army, and the 11th, the day fixed for the gene- 
ral attack, the flotilla arrived. 

<< The enemy's flotilla, at 8 in the morning, passed Cumberland 
Head, and at 9 engaged our flotilla at anchor in the bay, off the town, 
fiilly confident of crushing in an instant, the whole of our nav^ force, 
but the gallant commodore Macdonough, in the short space of two 
hours, obliged the large vessels to strike their colors, whilst the gal- 
lies saved themselves by flight. — This glorious achievement was 
in full view of the several forts, and the american forces haA the 
satisfaction of witnessing the victory. Thebritish army was also so 
posted on the surrounding heights, that it could not but behold the 
interesting struggle for the dominion of the lake. At the same hour 
the fleets engaged, the enemy opened his batteries on our forts, throw- 
ing hundreds of ;8hell8, balls and rockets, and attempted at the same 
time to cross the Satanac, at three different points, to assault the 
works. At the upper ford he was met by the militia and volunteers, 
and after repeated attempts was driven back with considerable k)ss ia 
killed, wounded and prisoners. At the bridce near the village, he 
was repulsed by the pioquets and the brave riflemen under capt Gro- 
venon, and lieuts. Hamilton and Riley, and at the bridge to the town, 
he was foiled by the guards, blockhouses, and the artillery of the 
forts served by capt Alex. Brooks, capts. Richards and Smyth, and 
lieuta. Mounuord, &mth and Cromwell. The enemy's fire was re- 
turned with effect from our batteries, and by sunset we had the satis*- 
faction to silence sev«n batteries which had been erected, and to see 
his column returning to tiieir camps, beyond the reach of our guns. 

*^ Thus beaten by land and by water, the governor ||[enerd with- 
drew his artillery and raised the siege, at 9 sent off his heavy bag- 
gage, and under cover of the darkness retreated with his whole army 
towards Canada, leavliMr his wounded on the field, and a vast quan- 
tity of bread, flour and beef which he had not time to destroy, besides 
a quantity of bombshells, diot, flints, and ammunition of all kinds 
which remain at the batteries and lie concealed in the ponds and 
rivers. As soon as his retreat was discovered, the light troops, volun- 
teers and militia, were in pursuit, and followed as fv as Chazy, ca^ 
turing several dragoons and soldiers, beodet coNvni^^ Vb* «mw^ ^^ 
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Chap, they had bees acctistomed to undervakie. The 
^^ naval commander in the Canadas, Sir James 
1814, L. Yeo, in bis official letter to the admi- 
ralty^ attributed the loss of the lake squadron, 
to the misconduct of the commander of the 
forces. Of captain Downie, it has been said 
that he was hurried into action, before his ship 
was in a state to meet the enemy, and that tl^ 
commander of the forces failed to give the 
promised co-operation to the fleet, by not 

hundreds of deserters, who contmBed still to be coming in. A violent 
storm and continual fall of rain prevented the brave v€dnnteers and 
militia £rom furtiier pursuit. 

" Thus have the attempts of the invader been ftnstrated bya regu- 
lar force of only fifteen hundred men, a brave and active body of mili- 
tia of the state of New York, under gen. Mooers, and volunteers of 
the respectable and patriotic citizens S[ Vermont, led by gen. Strong 
and other gentlemen of distinction. The yfhsAe not exceeding two 
thousand five hundred men. 

" The british force being now either expelled or captured, the ser- 
vices of the volunteers cmd miliftia maybe dispensed with. 

" Gen. Macomb cannot, however, permit the militia of New York, 
and liie volunteers of Vermont, to d^xart without carryii^'with them 
the high sense he entertains for their merits. Tlie zeal with which 
they came forward in drfence of their country, when the signal of 
danger was given by the general, reflects the highest lustre on their 
patriotiMn and spint. Their conduct in the field has corresponded 
with the laudable motives which led them into it. They have deserve 
ed the esteem of their fellow citizens and the warm appobation of 
their ccmimanders. They have exemi^fi^ ^^ speedily american 
citizens can be prepared to meet the enemies of their country. In tes* 
tifying kis sense of the merits of the troops, the general cannot but 
exjupess his sorrow and regret, for the loss of some brave and virtuous 
citizens, and for those who have been wounded. The loss, no doubt, 
will be keenly folt by their friends and countrymen, but at the same 
time it wiU be bwne with that fortitude and resignation which be- 
come good citizens and good christians. 

** The aifl^tion of the general will accompany his brave associated 
in arms, wheresoever they may go, nor willanythui^ ^rle him nMn 
pleasure tiian opportunities of testifying to the^ indindually, by ac- 
tions as wefl as words, the high regard he cherishes for Aem. 

« The general, in the name of the United States, thanks the volun*- 
tecTS and militia for their distinguished Siwvices, and wiiriies tiiem a 
happy reitHrti to tlieer fimUes and friends. 

« Alsx. Macomb,'* 
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commencing an assault on the batteries, upon chan. 
a signal given by the Confiance, in consequence ^^^• 
of which the whole attention of the enemy was 1314 
directed against the fleet. That if the land 
batteries had been assaulted in time, the ame- 
rican fleet would have been compelled to leave 
the bay, when they might have been attacked 
by the british squadron on the open lake, to 
much more advantage. On the other hand, it has 
been urged that captain Downie, so far from 
being hurried into action, entertained the fullest 
confidence in the superiority of his squadron, 
and that he felt equally certain of success, 
whether he should meet the enemy on the lake 
or attack them in Plattsburgh Bay. That there 
was no signal agreed upon between the com- 
mander of the land forces and captain Downie ; 
and that the circumstance of his scaling the 
guns was considered by the former as no more 
than the usual precaution before the commence- 
ment of a naval action.* That the storming of 
the works on shore could not have been of any 
service to the british squadron, as the american 

* Capt. Pring, in his official despatch relating to this action says, — 
" In consequence of the earnest solicitation of Sir George Prevost, 
for the co-operation of the naval force on this lake, to attack that of 
the enemy who were placed for the support of their works at Platts- 
burgh, which it was proposed should be stormed by the troops at ^e 
iame moment that^the naval action should commence in the bay, 
every exertion was used to accelerate the armaipent of the new ship, 
that the military movements might not be postponed at such an ad- 
vanced season of the year, longer than was absolutely necessary.'' 
Capt. Pring, who was the next senior officer after the death of capt. 
Downie, being tried by a court martial in England, appointed to 
enquire itito the circumstances of the loss of the squadron on lake 
Champlain, was, with the. officers under his command, honorably 
accpiitted. . 

T 2 
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^^' shipis dttring-the dcti<:m, were moored cmjI of 

;, range of the land batteries^ That it woul^ have 

1814. been imprudent to hare carried the american 
batteries before the naval ascendency should 
have been decided, as the enemy's squadron, 
after such an event, by retiring to the narrows 
in the lake, before the british squadron should 
have been off Plattsburgb, to intercept their 
retreat, might have secured themselves against 
every future effort to attack thero to advantage. 
Amidst the contradictory relations of facts and 
diversity of opinions, which have been given 
from respectable authority, spectators of the 
eventy it is diflScolt to say what weil^e the grand 
erriJ)rs which occasioned the failure of the 
expedition to Plattsburgh, or whether it may 
not be considered a» one of those misfortimes 
incidental to warfare, which human prudence 
can neither foresee nor prevent. It is confi- 
dently asserted of captain Downie, that he 
thought himself with his i»ngle ship, the Con- 
fiance, as previously mentioned, a match for 
the whole american squadron, and when we 
advert to the circumstance of his having gone, 
as it were, singly into action, while the other 
vessels, particularly the gun-boats, in bis squa- 
dron, were far in his wake, there is room to 
believe that this gallant oflScer fell a victim to 
a fallacious confidence of success, which, after 
consecrating his life to it, we cannot but 
respect* 

The decease of sir George Prevoirt, before 
a military court martial could investigate the 
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charges preferred agaiost him, renders it impos- chap. 
sible to pronounce with aey authentic certainty ^^ 
on the absolute propriety of his conduct, or the ish. 
contrary^ on that expedition : but it seems to 
be generally admitted by those who are sup- 
posed most capable of forming a correct opinion 
on the subject, that after the loss of the 
squadron his situation, in the enemy's country, 
must have been extremely precarious ; and that 
although he might without any great exertioo 
have carried all the enemy*s works at Platts- 
burgh, their momentsu-y occupation, which 
would have cost him some blood, would have 
been utterly useless. It has been asserted, 
however, that his great error lay in delayijag 
all attempts to carry the enemy's works by 
storm until the arrival of the fleet, for which 
he ought not to have waited. How this may 
have been we cannot determine. 

The enemy, at Fort Erie, on hearing the 
result of the expedition to Plattsburgh, and 
aware that the british in their neighbour- 
hood had not been recently reinforced, made 
a sortie, in the afternoon of the seventeenth of 
September, and attacked the british lines, 
extending through a thick wood, with their 
whole force consisting of upwards of five 
thousand men. At the onset they gained some 
advantage, having from the thickness of the 
weather (the rain pouring in torrents) succeeded 
in turning the right of the british line of picquets - 
without being perceived, and after a warm 
contest, obtained possession of two batteries. 
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cbap. -A.S soon as the alarm was given, reinforcements 
XIX. were sent forward, who drove the enemy from 
the works, of which they had gained posses- 
sion, and pursued them to the glacis of Fort 
Erie, whither they retired with precipitation, 
with the loss (by their own accounts) in killed, 
wounded and missing, of five hundred and 
nine men, including eleven officers killed and* 
twenty-three wounded. The british loss 
amounted to three officers and one hundred 
and twelve men killed, seventeen officers and 
one hundred and sixty-one men wounded, and 
thirteen officers and three hundred and three 
men missing ; making a total of six hundred 
and nine officers and men. 

General Drummond, after this affair, finding 
his troops encamped in a low situation, now 
rendered very unhealthy by the late constant 
rains, growing sickly, raised the investment of 
fort Erie, and fell back upon Chippewa, on the 
evening of the 21st of September, without 
molestation by the enemy. 

Sir James L.Yeo, after much exertion, com- 
pleted the Saint Lawrence, a new ship of 100 
guns, and on the 16th October, sailed from 
Kingston for the head of the lake, with a rein- 
forcement of troops and supplies for the army, 
commodore Chauncey having previously retir- 
ed to Sacket's Harbour, on hearing that the 
british squadron was prepared for the lake. 
General Brown, finding the american squad- 
ron incapable of co-operating with him, came 
to the resolution of evacuating Fort Erie,which 
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he accordingly did, on the 5th November, after chap. 
calling in his out-posts and destroying the^^ 
whole works at that post, and retiring across 1814. 
the Niagara to his own territory, leaving the 
wearied inhabitants of the Upper Province, 
once more in repose. 

The american army evinced throughout the 
the present campaign, a character and improv- 
ed state of diwScipline far beyond what might 
have been expected from such raw mate- 
rials. The barbarous conduct of a few ma- 
rauders, who occasionally made incursions into 
the western parts of Upper Canada disgraced, 
however, the reputation which their regular 
army had acquired in the estimation of the 
british, ever ready to acknowledge merit in a 
generous enemy. The villages of Dover, and 
Port Talbot were destroyed by these ruthless 
barbarians, in the course of the summer ; but 
the devastation which marked the course of a 
horde of mounted brigands from Kentucky, 
under brigadier general M'Arthur, in the month 
of November, exceeded every thing: — The 
country through which they passed was given 
up to indiscriminate plunder — the settlements 
were reduced to ashes, and the miserable inha- 
bitants were left to perish with cold and hun- 
ger. This band of ruffians was arrested in its 
progress, on attempting to cross the Grand 
River, by a party of the 103d regiment and a 
few Indian warriors, and their speedy retreat 
before a party of the 19th light dragoons saved 
them from exemplary chastisement T\Nft\ 
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cka^ made good their retreat to Detroit, whence they 

^'^^had set out on this excursion. 

1S14. The troops and embodied militia, in the 
lower province, were sent into winter quarters, 
on the 10th of December. General Drum- 
mond and Sir James L. Yeo, after the campaign 
had ended in Upper Canada, came down to 
Montreal to concert measures with the com- 
mander of the forces, for the ensuing campaign, 
in the event that the negociations then in pro- 
gress at Ghent should not terminate in a peace. 
The creation of a naval force on Lake Huron, 
in the ensuing season, was determined upon 
by these officers, as a place affording much 
greater security for the construction of vessels 
than Lake Erie, where the enemy, possessing 
the dominion of the Lake, could at any time 
destroy them. 

The House of Assembly met on the 21st 
January.* Mr. Panet having been called up to 
the legislative council, L. J. Papineau, Esq., 

* The new assembly consisted of the following members :— 
County of Quebect Peter Brehaat and Louis Gauvreau ; Coun^ of 
Montreal, James Stuart and Augustin Richer ; Lower Town of Que- 
bec, Pierre Bruneau and Andrew Stuart ; County of Hertford, Frs. 
Blanchet and F^r^ol Roi ; County of Orleans, Charles Blouin ; County 
of St. Maurice, Etienne Leblanc and R^mi Yallidres ; County of 
Hampshire, Frangois Huot and Greorge W. Allsopp ; County of Sur- 
rey, Pierre Amiot and Etienne Duchesnois; Borough of William 
Henry, Robert Jones ; County of Dorchester, J. Thomas Tasche- 
reau and John Davidson ; Borough of Three Rivers, Chas. Richard 
Ogden and Amabie Berthelot : County of Warwick, Ross Cuthbert 
and Jacques D^lisny ; County of Effingham, Joseph Malboeuf and 
Samuel Sherwood ; County of Huntu^on, Austin CuvilUer and 
Michael O'SuUivan ; West Ward, City of Montreal — J. Louis Papi- 
neauf and James Fraser ; East Ward, Montreal — Saveuse de B^ujeu 

t Bj some mistake the initials Of Mr. Papineao'i christian names, 
stand m the jouroals of the assembly / L*f whereas they, as he himself 
sipff them, oogbt to be revwsed and stand £*• /. 
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was elected speaker of the assembly.f ThechMr, 
militia act was revised and amended by admit- ^J^ 
ting substitutes. A grant of new duties upon isiT 
tea, strong spirits, and on goods sold at auction, 
was made to his Majesty, to supply the wants 
of the province- One thousand pounds were 
granted for the encouragement of vaccine, 
inoculation, upwards of eight thousand pounds 
were appropriated for the improvement of 
the internal communications of the province, 
and a further sum of twenty-iSve thousand 
pounds for the purpose of opening a canal from 
Montreal to Lachine. A bill was also intrp- 
duced to grant a salary to the speaker of the 
house of assembly of Lower Canada, to enable 
him to support the dignity of his office during 
the present parliament. The salary was a 
thousand pounds currency. A similar, bill pur- 
suant to a message from the governor, was also 

and George Piatt ; County of Bedford, Henry Georgen ; County of 
York, Eustache N. L. Dumont and William Forbes ; County of Nor- 
thumberland, Thomas Lee and Etienne C. Lagu^ux; C^nty of 
Leinster, Denis B. Yiger and Jacques Lacombe ; County of Com- 
wallis, Joseph L. Borgia and Jos. Robitaille : County of Kent, Joseph 
. Bretse and Nogl Breux ; County of Devon, Frs. Foamier and Joseph 
F. Couillard Despr^s ; Upper Town of Quebec, Jean Ant. Panet and - 
Claude D^n^chau; County of Buckingham, Francois Bellet and 
James Stuart ; County of Richelieu, S. Cherrier and F. Malhiot ; 
County of Gasp^, George Brown. 

.f The following vote of thanks was passed by the assembly, to 
Mr. Panet: — 

** Resolved, nemine coniradicente, that the thanks of this house be 
voted to the honorable Jean Antoiue Panet, esquire, late speaker of 
this house, for his steady, impartial, and faithful discharge of that 
high and important station, during twenty-two reaiB, hf supporting, 
on every occasion, the honor and dignity of the hottse^ and the fights 
and privileges of the people. 

** Ordered, that Mr. Shaker do transmit the thmks of this house to 
the honorable Jean Antoine Panet, esquire.** 
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Chan, passed^ graotiog a like salary to the speaker 
^^' of the legislative council. This bill, howerer, 
1815. f*^^ ^^t reason it does not appear, did not 
pass that house. The former bill being re- 
served for the royal sanction was confirmed in 
^ the course of a subsequent administration. 
The assembly, among other matters, came to 
a resolution that it was expedient to appoint an 
agent in Great Britain for the purpose of 
soliciting the enactment of laws, and for trans- 
acting such public matters as might, from time 
to time, be committed to his care, for the good 
of the province. This resolution was commu- 
nicated to the legislative council, where, in 
opposition to the measure it was resolved, that 
the governor of the province was the only 
fit and constitutional channel, between the 
legislative bodies of Lower Canada and his 
Majesty's government in Great Britain : they, 
therefore, did not concur in the message of the 
assembly. The further consideration of this 
matter was then referred to a select committee, 
which reported on the subject as follows : — 

<^ The necessity that the colonies should have an agent, 
will appear evident, if it be considered that each branch of 
the colonial le^slature has a right to petition the branches 
of the imperial legislature ; a right which is^common to all 
his Majesty's subjects. AUhough the governor may trans- 
mit the petitions of the respective branches of the legislature, 
to the foot of the throne, he cannot, without much difficulty 
and inconvenience, transmit those to the house of lords and 
house of commons, and he could not support them himself 
before those houses, nor solicit the passing of laws, nor 
conduct maay affairs which can only be conducted by a 
person resident himself in Great Britain. By ^whom th^n 
can this be done, unless by an agent resident therein ? 
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^< The colonial legislature would| otherwise, io certain chap. 
cases, he deprived of the right of petitioning,, and always xix 
restrained in its exercise ; which would also be the case *^v^ 
with respect to the imperial legislature, in the exercise of its l^^^- 
undeniable privilege of receiving and hearing petitions from 
the colonies — a thing not to be supposed : —and all me^asures 
tending to deprive tlie colonies of that right of petitioning, 
and the imperial parliament of receiving the petitions, would 
be high infringements of the rights of the imperial parliament, 
and of the rights of the colonial legislatures. 

*' But a peculiar and pressing necessity exists that the 
province of Lower Canada should have an agent resident in 
Great Britain, to allay the uneasiness of its inhabitants ; 
more especially at. the present moment, inasmuch as they 
fear that endeavours are now making to prejudice against 
them the imperial government and the british nation, and to 
effect a change in the free constitution which british wisdom 
has conferred upon them, by means of an union of the two 
Canadas, of which the language, laws and usages, totally 
differ. — That uneasiness will cease whenever they shall 
have an agent resident in England. The obstacles encoun- 
tered by this house, in the prosecution of the impeachments 
against Jonathan Sewell and James Monk, esquires, alford 
additional reason for the nomination of an agent for the 
province." 

Pursuant to this report an address was voted 
to the Governor, praying he would be pleased 
to represent to his royal highness the Prince 
Regent, the desire of the inhabitants of this 
province to have an agent, resident in the 
United Kingdom, and, the expediency of 
their having an agent so resident, and to pray 
his royal highness to be pleased to give 
instructions to the governor of this province, 
to recommend to the provincial legislature the 
appointme^t of a provincial agent. 

The assembly also adopted certain resolutions 

VOL. II V 



230 

Chap, relating to the impeachments of the chief Jus- 

^^ tices, m the previous session, and which were 

1815, still pending in England, whither, as akeady 

mentioned, Mr. Sewell had proceeded to repel 

them.* 

Whilst the attention of the colonial legisla- 
ture was engaged in these concerns, news of 

* " Resolved, as the opinion ol this committeei that the heads of 
impeachmenti by this house, in the name of the commons of the pro- 
vince of Lower Canada, in parliament assembled, and of all the com- 
mons of Lower Canada, against Jonathan Setr ell, esqtiire, and James 
Monk, esquire, for sundry high crimes and misdemeaiKin, are now 
pending. 

" Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that it is eznedient to 
persist in the nomination of a person as agent in behalf of the house 
of assembly, for the purpose of forwarding and managing in England, 
the impeachments exhibited by the house of assemUy against Jona- 
than Sewell and James Monk, esquires, and for soliciting from his 
Majesty's government, the measures that may be necessary to enable 
the commons of Lower Canada, to prosecute the said impeachments 
with effect. 

Resolved, as the opinion of this conmiittee, that an humble address 
be presented to his excellency the governor in chief, infcntning him 
that his Majesty's dutiful subjects, the commons of Lower Canada, 
have unanimously declared, during the present session of the provin- 
cial parliament, that they persist in the prosecution of the heads of 
impeachment exhibited by the commons of this province during the 
last session of the late provincial parliament, against Jonathan Sewell 
and James Monk, esquires, and praying his excellency to forward to 
his Majesty's ministers the resolutions of this house, and the present 
address, by which this house persists in declaring ^e said Jonathan 
Sewell and James Monk, esquires, guilty of all the high crimes and 
misdemeanors set forth in the several heads of impeachment exhibit- 
ed against them, reserving to themselves the right of exhibiting fur- 
ther and other heads of impeachment ; and that this house persists in 
nominating James Stuart, esquire, one of the members of the house of 
assembly of Lower Canada, its agent for conducting and managing 
the prosecutions to be instituted against them, if it shall please his 
royal highness to permit the said impeachments to be submitted to a 
tribunal competent to adjudge upon them, after hearing the matter on 
the part of the impeachments, and on the part of the persons accused ; 
and that this house, relying on the justice and wisdom of his royal 
highness the Prince Regent, rests satisfied that its humble recourse to 
the authority of his Majesty's government, will not prove ineffectual, 
but that at all times that autlu>rity will he exercised for the repres- 
sion of such high public offences." 
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the treaty of peace was officially announced to chap. 
them, on the first of March, by a message from ^^J^ 
the governor. 1815. 

The embodied militia were disbanded, and 
as a gratuity, the legislature granted eighty 
days' pay to the officers.* An annuity of six 

• " Adjutant General's Office, 1st March, 1815. 

" General Orders. — His excellency the governor in chief and 
commander of the forces having received official notification that a 
treaty of peace and amity between Great Britain and the United States 
of America, was ratified and exchanged at Washington, on the 17th 
of February, and by which it is stipulated that all hostilities shall 
cease immediately — he announces the same for the information and 
guidance of the troops serving in British North America. 

" His excellency embraces the earliest opportunity that is affordefl 
him, of restoring to their domestic avocations the provincial corps 
and battalions of embodied militia, whose gallant and patriotic devo- 
tion to their country, has been so honorably evinced in their zealous 
services, since the^commencement of hostilities, and his excellency will 
not fail to represent to our most gracious sovereign, the zeal, courage 
and loyalty mat has been so conspicuously displayed by all classes of 
his brave subjects in both Canadas. 

<< The engagement of the corps of Canadian Voltigeurs, terminating 
with the war, that corps is to march to Montreal, with all convenient 
expedition, for the purpose of depositing its arms, accoutrements and 
stores, and will there be disbanded, receiving twenty days' full pay, 
for every non-commissioned officer, drummer and private, in lieu of 
rations, which are not to be issued. The ofiicers to continue to 
receive pay until further orders, but all garrison and field allowances 
are to cease. 

<< The frontier light infantry and the battalions of embodied militia 
will, in like manner, be disbanded and receive the same gratuity as 
the voltigeurs. 

<< The 1st battalion of embodied militia, will deposit their arms, ac- 
coutrements and stores, at Quebec — ^the Sdbattn. atChambly, the 2d, 
4th and 5th, or Chasseurs, at Montreal. 

" The corps of Canadian voyageurs, is, in like manner, to be dis- 
banded, and to cease to receive pay on the 24th inst. also, all provin- 
cial drivers, and the troop of Dorchester light dragoons, under captain 
Watson, and the -corps of guides, under capt. Hebert, (who are held 
responsible for the delivery of the arms and appointments committed 
to tneir charge.) 

" Major-general De Rottenburg, having received his excellency's 
instructions, will give the necessary orders for these arrangements 
being carried into effect, in the left division. 

^* Ail garrison and field allowances to tibe militia and militia staff, 
will cease on the 24th instant. 
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Chap, pounds was provided for such Voltigeurs and 

^1^ Militiamen as had been rendered, during their 

1815. service, incapable of earning a livelihood. A 

' small gratuity was also made to the widows and 

children of those who had been killed during 

the war ; and the assembly in an address to 

the Prince Regent, recommended that a grant 

of lands should be made to such Voltigeurs and 

militia, as had served in defence of the province 

during the late wan 

The assembly as a mark of respect for the 
character of the governor in chief, voted him 
the sum of five thousand pounds sterling, for 
the purchase of a service plate.* This measure 

'' The Issue of rum to the troops is discontinued on the 24th inst., 
and is to be granted only on particular occasions, on the special sanc- 
tion of general officers commanding stations and brigades. 

'' The establishment of regimental bat horses is cancelled : these 
horses are to be delivered over to the commissariat to be sold, on ot 
before the 24th inst., in the Lower Province, and 24th April, intjpper 
Canada, when all allowances of forage for such horses will cease to be 
issued. 

<' No forage to be issued in kind, after the 24th of April, except to 
the 19th light dragoons and such light artillery as may remain horsed. 

'^ Major general De Rottenburg will cause the sleigh establish- 
ment under the charge of lieut. Fennell, to be disbanded — the horses 
and sleighs delivered into the commissariat to be disposed of. 

" The gun carriage establishment is no longer to be considered as a 
separate branch of & engineer department — ^the appointment of maj. 
Sinclair, royal artillery , to the superintendence of that duty is cancelled 
on the 24th inst. 

" Edward Baynes, adjt-gen., N. A." 

, • " Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that this 
house entertains the h^hest veneration and re8|)ect for the character 
of his excellency Sir George Prevost, governor in chief, whose admi- 
nistration, under circainstances of peculiar novelty and difficulty, 
stands highly distijaguished for energy, wisdom, and ability. 

'* Resohred, that it is the opinion otttds committee, that this house, 
representing the people of this province, anxiously desirous of express- 
ing their gratitude to his expediency, for havmg, under providence, 
rescued us from the danger of snbju^tionto our late implacable foe, 
have and do hereby un^niinoasly give and grant a service of plate. 
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met with the approbation of the Prince Regent, ^y^- 
but was not carried into effect, the legislative .^^^ 
council refusing their assent to a bill for the ^^i*- 
purpose, sent up for their concurrence in the 
course of the ensuing ses^^tion. The assembly, 
just before the close of the session, resolved 
that the house would, at the opening of the 
next session, take into consideration the expe- 
diency of granting a pecuniary compensation to 
the hon. Jean Antoine Panet, for his long and 
meritorious services as speaker of the house. 
But the beneficence intended by the house of 
assembly, was not carried into effect, owing to 
the decease of Mr, Panet. His widow, how- 
ever, received a pension in acknowledgment 
of his services. 

not exceeding five thousand pounds sterling, to his excellency as a 
testimonial of the high sense this house entertains oi his excellency's 
distinguished talents, wisdom, and ability. 

'< Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that for the bet- 
ter carrying into execution the object this house has inyievtr, for the - 
purchase of the service of plate for his excdlency , the speaker of this 
house be authorised to give directions to such persons in England, as 
may be best able to execute the same, and that when so completed, 
the said service be presented to his excellency the governor in chief, 
in the name and on the behalf of the commons of his Majesty's pro- 
vince of Lower Caiiada. 

<< Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that an humble 
address be presented to his excellency the governor in chief, to com- 
municate the above 'resolutions, humbly praying that his excellency 
will be graciously pleased to advance a sum not exceeding five thou- 
sand pounds sterling, to the order of the speaker of this house, for the 
object stated in the above resolutjons, ana that this house do^ engage 
and hereby pledges itself to make good the said advance the next 
ensuing session of this provincial parliament." 

These resolutions bemg presented to his excellency he answered:-— 
'' Gentlemen of the house of assembly ^I thank you for the favoraUe 
opinion you have expressed of my services, and I will transmit to his 
Majesty's government your address^ containing sentiments so gratify* 
ing to my feelings, in order that your munificence may be governed 
by the commands of bis royal hig^mess the Prince Regents" 

V 2 
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Chap, Of the acts passed during the session, there 
^^ was one granting five hundred pounds to Joseph 
1815. Bouchette, esquire, the surveyor general of the 
province, ( a gentlemen of indefatigable indus 
try in his line, and whose labours attest his 
merit,) to assist him in publishing his geogra- 
phical and topographical maps of Upper and 
Lower Canada."*^ The speaker of the assembly, 
in presenting, at the prorogation, the money bills 
that had been passed, for his excellency's sanc- 
tion, addressed him in the following terms : — 

'' May it please your excellency, — His Majesty's dutiful 
subjects, the commons of Lower Canada, have hastened to 
bestow their most serious attention upon the several objects 
connected with the public service, which it pleased your 
excellency, at the opening and during the course of the ppe> 
sent session of the provincial parliament, to recommend to* 
their consideration. The measures which have appeared best 
adapted to promote the common interests of his Majesty*^ 
subjects in this province, and those of his government, which, 
is obliged still to continue a great part of the expenses occsik 
sioned by a state of warfare, have all, in as far as it depended 
upon them, been adopted. 

" With this view, a revenue act which was on the eve 
of expiring, has been continued, and a new one passed. 
Appropriations which will be deemed liberal, considering 
the means of the colony, have been granted to his Majesty. 

^' The people of this province having followed vdiither- 
soever the interest of his Majesty's government, the voice 

* While mentioning this zealous and distinguished Canadian topo- 
grapher, who died in 1841 , it is but due to his son, Joseph Bouchette, 
esq., to obseFve, that following in the track of his father and improv- 
ing upon his labours, he has recently produced a map of Canada and 
neighoouring provinces, which, fbi correctness of delineation and 
beauty of execution, is unmatched by any thing of the l^ind hitherto 

Sublished, and that it will probably be some time before any is pro- 
need to excel it. Towards the publication of this worl^ also, an aid 
WW liberally voted ^r, Qpuchettej \j the legislature. 
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of honor, the presence of the enemy, and your excellency's chap. 
commands and example .have called them, now contribute, XIX, 
by the voluntary gift of its representatives, to the expenses ^^v^ 
incurred for the support of the war — ^provides some in-^^^^- 
demnification to those of its citizens whom the love of their 
king and country had induced to accept commissions in the 
provincial corps, and whom the sudden return to peace will 
deprive of employment, until they shall be able advantage- 
ously to resume the exercise of the several professions which 
they had abandoned — and affords relief to the families of 
such of their countrymen as have fallen on the day of bat- 
tle, and to those whose sufferings for life, from the honora- 
ble wounds they bear, furnish living evidence of the zeal and 
feelings which have animated his Majesty's Canadian sub- 
jects in the defence of the rights of that empire to which it 
is their glory to belong, and in the defence of that constitu- 
tion which has been conferred upon them, to render them 
the guardians of their dearest rights. 

^^ The events of the late war, have drawn closer the bonds 
which connect Great Britain and the Canadas. These pro- 
vince» have been preserved to her under circumstances of 
peculiar difficulty. At the epoch of the declaration of war, 
this country was destitute both of troops and of money ; and 
your excellency was at the head of a people in whom it was 
pretended that half a century of repose had extinguished all 
military spirit. 

*' Su[>erior to prejudices which had but too generally pre- 
vailed, your excellency has derived from the devotion of that 
brave and loyal, yet unjustly calumniated people, resources 
sufficient for disconcerting the plans of conquest devised by 
a foe at once numerous and elate with confidence. Rein- 
forcements were subsequently received ; and the blood of 
the sons of Canada, has flowed mingled with that of the 
brave soldiers sent to its defence. Multiplied proofs of the 
efficacious and powerful protection of the mother country, 
and of the inviolable loyalty of the people of this province, 
strengthen their claim to the preservation, and free exercise, 
of all the benefits which are secured to them by their exist- 
ing constitution and laws. 

** The pursuits of war are about to be succeeded by those 
of peace. — It is by the increase of population^ a^lc^\\»x<^ 
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Chap. ^^^ commerce) that the poesession of this colony may be- 
XDl. come of importance to Great Britain The improvement of 
'^v^ internal Communications, having a close connection with 
1815. the progress of the prosperity of the colony, it was with 
lively satisfaction that the house of assembly heard your 
excellency recommend to their consideration that subject. 
To second thoee views, and the desire so natural in your 
excellency, of improving a country which you have so essen- 
tially contributed to preserve to the empire, his Majesty's 
dutiful subjects, the commons of Lower Canada, have voted 
large appropriations, in order to facilitate the opening of a 
canal from Montreal to Lachine, to assist in the opening of 
new roads, and to acquire such information as may enable 
them hereafter to follow up and extend that plan of 
improvement. 

^' The several acts relative to the objects which I have 
detailed, and to which, in the name of the commons of 
Lower Canada, I pray your excellency to give the royal 
assent, are," &c«, 8cc. 

Among the measures introduced this session, 
was a bill for the appointment of connnis- 
- sioners to examine the accdimts of the receiver 
general, and for counting the cash in the trea- 
sury. On the other hand, that officer, Mr. 
Caldwell, presented a petition to the assembly, 
complaining of the insufficiency of his salary. 
This bill was introduced by Mr. Lee, but fell 
through. The same gentleman made also an 
attempt this session, to carry a measure for the 
improvement of the roads in the vicinity of 
Quebec, by establishing turnpikes, which, how- 
ever, the farmers and population in the sur- 
rounding parishes being opposed to it, did not 
succeed. 

By a return laid before the assembly, of mar- 
riages, baptisms and burials, in the districts of 
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Montreal, Quebec and Three Rivers, during chap. 
18 14, they were ascertained to be as below,* ^^^ 

The revenues of the last year,( 18 14) amount* 1815. 
ed to *£204,550, currency, and expenditure to 
£162,125, sterling, including .£111,451 on ac- 
count of military services, and £5,474 to Up- 
per Canada, for its proportion of duties levied 
in the Lower Province, in 1813. — The ex- 
penses of the late general election came to 
£339 — (a trifle to those of the present time, 
1847-8) and those of the legislature not includ- 
ed in the above, to £3693, currency. Indepen- 
dently of the expenditure just mentioned, is 
also to be added £5,086, expenses of collec- 
tion of the revenue for the year* The number 
of vessels cleared out from Quebec, in 1814, 
was 184, bearing 38,605 tons, including seven 
built there, in all employing 1889 hands. 

The business of the session being concluded, 
the governor prorogued the parliament on the 
25th March, with the following speech : — 

" Gentlemen of the house of assembly, — The liberality 
with which you have provided for the advancement of pur- 
poses of high public utility, has sufficiently shewn, that you 
have proceeded upon those patriotic and Ipyal principles, 
which dignify when they actuate the repiresentatives of a 
free people.' 

* Return of marnages, baptisms and burials in the districts of Mont- 
real, Quebec, and Three Rivers, as laid before thQ house, for the 
year 1814: — 

Marriages. Baptismt Burials. 

Montreal, 1727 7707 4601 

Quebec 653 4045 2318 

Three Rivers,. 260 1565 ' 976 

Total, 2640 13317 7895 
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Chap. *^ Gentlemen of the legislative council, gentlemen of the 

XIX. house of assembly, — ^You will have learned with satisfac- 

^^-^^ tion, that the desire of his Majesty, for the renewal of. amity 

1815. with America, has been met by a corresponding disposition 

from the government of the United States, and that a peace 

has ensued, which it may be permitted us to hope, will, by 

its ultimate provisions and its permanence, compensate for 

the evils of war to which it has given a termination. 

^< I have now to inform you, that I have received the 
commands of his royal highness the Prince Regent, to return 
to England, for the purpose of repel ling accusations affecting 
my military character, which have been preferred by the 
late naval commander in chief, on the lakes in Canada ; and 
while I take my leave of you with regret, I embrace with 
eagerness the opportunity afforded me of justifying my 
reputation. 

" However intent on the subject which so unexpectedly, 
summons my attention, be assured I shall bear with me a 
lively recollection of the firm support I have derived from 
you, and I shall be gratified at an early period, in represent- 
ing personally to his royal highness the Prince Regent^ the 
zeal and loyalty evinced by every class of his Majesty *s sub- 
jects in british North America, during my administration, 
their attachment to his august person and to his government^ 
and most particularly, the spirit and devotion manifested by 
the people of the Canadas, in the late contest with the 
United States of America." 

Sir George Prevost accordingly departed 
from Quebec, on the third of April, for Eng- 
land, by way of St. John's, (New Brunswick) 
passing thither over the uninhabited country 
between the St.' Lawrence and the river St. 
John's. On the day of his departure, he receiv- 
ed farewell addresses from the citizens of 
Quebec and Montreal, expressive of their satis- 
faction with his administration. He was suc- 
ceeded by Sir Gordon Drummond in the 
government of Lower Canada, as administrator 



23d 

in chief, who arrived at Quebec on the same chap. 
day, a few hours after the governor's depar- ^^• 
ture, and assumed the command. ^J^ 

It was observed in the address from Mont- 
real : — 

<< In your excellency's civil administration, we have 
seen conspicuously evinced, an anxious desire to dispense 
equal justice to his Majesty's subjects — to obliterate unjust 
and impolitic distinctions between the inhabitants of this 
province of different origin, and to unite them as members of 
one community, with the same rights and interests, for the 
promotion of their common welfare. Influenced by this 
wise and just policy, your excellency has been enabled to 
form a correct estimate of the character and disposition of 
the population of Canada, and by reposing in the loyalty and 
bravery of his Majesty^s Canadian subjects that confidence 
which they fully merited, your excellency has afforded 
practical evidence of their devoted attachment to his iMajes- 
ty's government, and their capacity to yield it effectual 
support.'* 

The address from Quebec was couched in 
still more flattering terms : — 

" At the period of your excellency's arrival in this coun- 
try, on the eve of a war with America, you found the majo- 
rity of its inhabitants irritated by the unfortunate effects of 
misunderstandings of a long duration. Your excellency, 
consulting only the general welfare, by a strict adherence to 
justice and a well-timed confidence, soon allayed every dis- 
content, and rallied the whole population for the common 
defence. Under the happy influence of harmony thus res- 
tored, the militia was assembled and trained, and an ex- 
hausted treasury replenished. The additional means which 
you thereby derived from the colony committed to your par- 
ticular care, enabled your excellency to extend the handful 
of british troops at your disposal to the most distant parts of 
the Upper Province, where the long meditated attacks of 
the enemy were met at the outset^ and his forces repeatedly 
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Chap, overthrown with disgrace ; — the happy precursor of the fate 

XIX. which awaited all his attempts on this province. ' 

s^v^ ^< If the smallnesB of the regular army with whir h tour 

1815. excellency was left to withstand the whole efftnla of the 

United States for two years, and the insufficiency of the 

naval force of the lakes, have exposed his Majesty's trocf>8 

to some reverses, it is nevertheless true, that under the atii>- 

pices of your excellency the british arms have acquired new 

laurels amidst circumstances of extraordinary difficulty, nb* 

precedented in european warfare ; the name of the people 

of this country has been rendered illustrious, and a vast 

extent of territory protected from the ravages of war and 

preserved to the empire. 

*^ Your excellency's name and services will ever be hM 
in veneration and grateful remembrance by the inhabitaits 
of Quebec. The whole province has assured you of its 
gratitude, and the imperishable evidences of your excel- 
lency's merits, though they could not appease, will easily 
overcome your enemies." 

These addresses, it is lo be observed, were 
principally from the inhabitants of french origin, 
in the cities, few of the british participating in 
the sentiments expressed in them. With these 
he was exceedingly unpopular, as well as 
with the army, both on account of his po- 
licy, in the administration of the civil govern- 
ment, stooping to adulation, as they deemed 
it, to propitiate the former, which gave rise 
to no small disgust, now increased by the 
recent unsatisfactory occurrences at Platts- 
burgh, and the retreat. , After this event, the 
violence of the press in array against him, 
particularly in Montreal, knew no bounds. He 
was, in plain terms, reproached by it with hav- 
ing, on that memorable expedition, sacrificed 
the flbtilla,^ and, as far as in him lay, disgraced 
the army under his command. 
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On the day of his departure from Quebec^ Owp 
he issued a farewell general order to the ^* 



army serving in British North America.* jgis. 



♦ " Adjutant General's Office, 

'' Head Quarters, Quebec, 3d. April, 1815. 

"General Orders.— ^His Excellency the commander of the 
forces annoonces to^the army serving in britit^ North America, that 
he has received the commands of his royal highness the Prince 
Regent to return to England. 

<< In taking leave of an army he has had the honor to command from 
the commencement of hostilities vfitti the United States to the termi- 
nation of the war, his Excellency has ^eat satisfaction in expressmg 
his entire approbation and acknowledgmg the sense he entertains of 
the zeal, courage and discipline that has been so eminently displayed 
by this portion of his Majesty's troops. 

" It has fallen to the lot of this army to struggle through an arduous 
and unequal contest, remote from succour, and de^irived of many 
advantages experienced in the more cultivated countries of Europe ; 
yet his Excellency has witnessed with pride and admiration, the 
nrmness, intrepid!^ and patient ^idurance of fatigue and privations, 
which have marked the character of the army of Canada. Under all 
these circumstances, valour and discipline have prevailed, and 
al^ough local considerations and limited means have circumscribed 
the war principally to a defensive system, it has, notwiUistanding, 
been ennobled, by numerous brilliant exploits, which will adorn the 
page of future mstory. At Detroit and at the river Raisin, two 
entire armies with their conomanding generals were captured, and 
greatly superior armies were repulsed. The several battles of 
Queenston, Stoney Creek, Chateaugnay, Chrystler's, La Colle, 
Lundy's Lane, near the Falls of Niagara, and the subsequent opera- 
tions on that frontier, will ever inmiortalize the heroes who were on 
those occasions aiSbrded the omiortanity of distinguishing themselves. 
The capture of Michillimackmac, Ogdensburgh, Oswego, and Nia- 
gara by assault, are trophies of the prowess ot british arms. The 
names of the respective officers who led his Majesty's troops to these 
several achievments are already known to the world, and will be 
transmitted by the faithful historian with glory to a grateful posterity. 
'^Reviewing past events, it is with exultation his Excellency 
reflects on the complete success which has crowned the valour, 
exertions, and perseverance of this galhmt army, by terminating each 
successive cainpaign in the defeat and discomfiture of all the enemy's 
plans, in which the utmost energies of the government of the United 
States have been exhausted in vain efibrts to accomjdish his avowed 
object, the conquest of these provinces. 

'* Lieut, general sir John C. Sherbrooke, and the armv under his 
immediate orders, are entitled to the hi^est praise for uie bnivery 
and promptness displayed in the occopation of a large district c€ iftte 
tenemy's territory, and his Excellency requests Hiat nxe lieut general 
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ciwu). Great exertions were made by the advisers 
^^** of the late administration, to prepossess and 
1815. poison the mind of Sir George Prevost, on his 
arrival in Canada, against those who had been 
obnoxious to his predecessor. The letters in the 
'' Canadieny^ constituting probably the pretend- 
ed ** treasonable practices^' imputed to them, 
were pointed out to him as atrocious libels upon 
the government, judges and other public func- 
tionaries, which ought to preclude them from his 
confidence and countenance. He, however, 
wisely disregarded all attempts to prejudice 
him in this way, taking by the hand, though 
incurring no small odium for it, those who had 
been recently marked as men of dubious loy- 
alty, turning their influence with the country 
to account of the king's service, and conciliating 
through them, their compatriots galled by recent 

will accept his thanks for the cordial assistance he has at all times 
afforded him. 

'< To lieut. general sir Gordon Drummond, on whom the command 
of the Canadas devolves, his Excellency's best thanks are due, for 
his unwearied exertions and support under circumstances of peculiar 
difficulty : — To the general officers, general staff, and officers and 
soldiers his Excellency feels himself highly indebted; and duly 
appreciates their respective merits. To major general Baynes the 
adjutant general, and major general sir Sidney J>eckwlth the quarter 
master general, and to the officers of his personal staff, his Excellency's 
thanks are also due for the judgment, alacrity and zeal evinced in the 
discharge of their several duties. 

« His Excellency has every reason to be satisfied with the conduct 
and exertions of the public departments of this army, and he feels it 
an act of justice to express particularly his approbation of the very 
efficient manner in which the commissariat has been conducted, 
under the zealous and judicious arrangements of commissary general 
Robinson. 

'' His Excellency will have peculiar gratification in representing to 

his royal highness the Prince Regent Sie services and talents of the 

officers of this army, to the honourable survivors of which lieut. gen. 

ail George Ftevost offers the heai^elt tribute of his warmest thanks." 

*< (Signed) EdwaBd Baymes, adjutant gen«^ral, N. A." 
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events. A warm and unswerving friend to the chap 
Canadian population of french origin, he con- ^^^ 
fided in and liberally patronised them from the "J^^ 
commencement to the close of his administra- 
tion, and they, it must be acknowledged, as 
generously responded to his confidence in 
them. No country or people ever exhibited 
greater unanimity and patriotism than did the 
people of Lower Canada, of both origins, in 
the war of 1812, by the United States against 
Great Britain — a stand the more to be remem- 
bered by her government, as these colonies, 
almost destitute of troops, wholly so of money, 
and scarcely possessing even a sufficiency of 
arms, and other munitions of defence, owing to 
the more imperious calls from other quarters, 
upon the home government were, at the outset 
of the war, in a manner left to their own action 
and resources, and which they nobly exem- 
plified, single-handed as it were, throughout 
the first two campaigns. The principles of 
loyalty and duty no doubt were deeply im- 
planted in the bosom of the people, but he it 
was, who exalted them into enthusiasm, and 
inspired the mass with a spirit and a confidence 
in their own exertions and a reliance upon his 
wisdom, fitting them for the emergency, and 
that bore them successfully through the con- 
test. Whatever may be the opinion now estab- 
lished of his talents, by the military world, the 
impression which the inhabitants of french 
origin, in Lower Canada, universally retain of 
. him is that of a conciliating, wise, an,d ^VA^ 
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Chap, civil governor, and in all the relations of pri- 
^^- vate life, an amiable and estimable man. 
1815. '^ is due to the public and to the memory of 
Sir George Prevost, to give some statement of 
the proceedings with respect to that officer, 
after his return to England, to account for his 
military conduct at Plattsburgh, in September, 
1814, at the instance of Sir J. L. Yeo, comman- 
der of the naval forces on the lakes in Canada. 
Some time after his arrival in England, he was 
induced, by the promulgation of the sentence 
of a naval court martial, assembled for the trial 
of capt. Pring and the officers under his com- 
mand, for the loss of the british squadron on 
lake Cbamplain, in Plattsburgh Bay, reflecting 
upon the conduct of the commander of the 
land forces, to address a letter on the subject, 
to his royal highness the Duke of York. In ' 
this letter, he strongly protested against the 
decision of the court martial, so far as it related 
to him, as premature and unjust; his con- 
duct and that of the army under his command, 
not being properly the subject of their enquiry ; 
and because their opinion must have princi- 
pally relied upon the bare statement and asser- 
tions of the parties whose conduct was in ques- 
tion, without any other than ex parte testimony. 
He complained of the peculiar injustice of this 
prejudication of his conduct, aggravated by the 
delay of his accuser to bring forward his accu- 
sations ; and solicited the interposition of his 
royal highness with his Majesty's government, 
to compel him to produce his charges in due 
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legal form, and proceed upoii them, in order chap. 
that an opportunity might be afforded him of ^^ 
vindicating his character and conduct. A copy Tsia!^ 
of the charges (four in number,) given in by 
Sir James L. Yeo, in consequence of this re- 
monstrance, was, by the adjutant general of the 
forces, transmitted from the horse-guards, on 
the 13th of September, to Sir George Prevost ; 
and to afford time for the arrival of the neces- 
sary witnesses from Canada, the meeting of 
the general court martial was postponed till the 
twelfth of January, 1816. In the meantime 
the health of sir George Prevost naturally of a 
delicate cast, and impaired in the course of 
service, became seriously affected from anxiety 
of mind and the fatigue he had experienced in 
his journey on foot over the uninhabited country, 
then covered with snow, between the rivers St. 
Lawrence and Saint John's ; and on the 5th 
January he died in London, leaving a disconso- 
late family to regret his loss, rendered doubly 
grievous by the reflections to which his memory 
was* exposed, from his not having had an occa- 
sion of clearing up his<tonduct at Plattsburgh. 
Col. William Augustus Prevost, anxious for 
an opportunity to retrieve the injured reputa- 
tion of his brother from the obloquy which the 
want of an investigation of the charges prefer- 
red against Sir George Prevost, previous to his 
decease, must have cast upon his memory; 
in a letter addressed to his royal highness the 
commander-in-chief, after stating in the strong- 
est light, the distressing situation in which the 
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Chap, fiunily and relations of the deceased were 
^^- placed, requested that an investigation of his 
'J^ conduct might be ordered before a court of 
inquiry. A reference to the judge advocate 
was made on the subject, who was of opinion 
that such an inquiry could not be properly 
made; and indeed the objections to an inves- 
tigation after the deiath of a party, in such 
an instance as the present, appear to be 
insurmountable, the evidence before a court of 
inquiry not being taken on oath, nor could any 
proceedings with a view to afford public satis- 
faction have had the desired effect, unless the 
prosecutors (whose diaracters must also bate 
been considered to a certain degree at stake) 
were allowed to come forward with the whole 
weight of their evidence. 

In consequence of this determination, lady 
Prevost addressed a letter to the commander- 
in-chief, representing to his royal highness, 
in the most forcible terms, the painful dilemma 
in which she was placed* She dwelt strongly 
on the injustice sustained by ,the memory of an 
injured officer, whose life bad been devoted to 
the service of his country, and whose exertions 
in that service had been honored with the 
frequent and unqualified approbation of his 
sovereign and his country, — Honors, which, 
though the fruit of long and acknowledged servi- 
ces, were now in danger <rf being blasted by 
littproven and calumnious flccnsations. Sbe^ 
iberefore^ solicited his royal highness to extend 
his fevor and fyrotedtion to herself and t&mWy^ 
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and implored him to commisserate their muUi- chap 
plied afflictions, and to endeavour to obtain ^'^ 
from his royal highness the Prince Regent, a "J^ 
gracious consideration of their claims for such 
marks of distinction as might be thought due to 
the memory of the deceased. His royal 
highness acknowledged the receipt of her 
ladyship's letter, and assured her that he should 
be glad to do any thing calculated to alleviate 
her distress, but declined interfering with the 
Prince Regent on the subject, before whom, 
he was of opinion, it could only be regularly 
submitted by his Majesty*s ministers. 

Lady Prevost accordingly drew up a memo- 
rial, which, with a statement of the military 
occurrences at Plattsburgh, she submitted to 
the Prince Regent through the ministers. His 
royal highness having taken the same into 
consideration, was soon afterwards graciously 
pleased, publicly to express the high sense he 
entertained of the distinguished services of Sir 
George Prevost, conferring at the same time, 
as a mark of his approbation, additional armo- 
rial bearings on the arms of his family.* 

• The preceding twelve pages were in type and ready for the press, 
when in conversation with a friend, on the occurrences of the late 
war with the United States, the writer's attention was directed by him 
to the opinions expressed, at the time, by the duke of Wellington, with 
reepect to the system to be pursued by Sir George Prevost, in defend* 
ing the Canadas ; and to Ihose also m reference to his conduct after 
the loss of the fleet at Rattsburgh : as well as to Mr. Alison's remarid 
«n those matters, in his Jiillory of Europe. As they are very difieretit 
from the views entertained generally at that period, they are here in- 
troduced with much pleasure, for the reader's perusal, and in justice to 
tiie memory of a much injured officer, deserving, on the whole, (as (he 
writer humbly opines) well of the country. Time, which " at iast 
«ets all things even," will do its work. Few will question the voi^Am- 
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^1 nties here quoted, both eminent in their ivay. The duke as a soldier 
XI^* and the latter as an historian, are entitled to credit, and have pro- 
^^^ nounced avte connaisfana de catu^, in favor of the late Sir George 
^^y^ Prevost, and posterity will scarcely set aside their verdict :— • 

Extract from a letter to lord Bathurst, from lord Wellington, 10th 
February, 1813:— 

'^ I am fflad to find that you are going to reinforce Sir Georse Pre- 
vost, and! only hope tiiat the troops will go in time, and that Sir 
George will not be mduced, by any hopes of trifling advantages, to 
depart from a strong defensive system. He may depend upon it that 
he will not be strong enough either in men or means to establish him- 
self in any conquest he might make. The attempt would only 
weaken him, and his losses augment the spirits and hopes of the ene- 
my, even if not attended by worse consequences ; whereas, by Ae 
other system, he will throw the difficulties and risk upon them, and 
they will most probably be foiled." — Gurwood^s DespcUckeSf vol. x., 
page 109. 

Extract from vol. x. of Alison's History of Europe, (last edition.) 

<< Thus terminated the campaign of 1813, in Canada, — and though 
not uncheckered by disaster, yet was it upon the whole eminently 
glorious, bo^ to the arms of Britain and to the inhabitants of her 
noble American colonies. The superiority of the enemy, both in 
troops and all the munitions of war, was very great : twenty thou- 
sand regular soldiers, besides as many militia, were at their disposal ; 
the vessels built on the lakes were at their own door, armed from 
their own arsenals, and manned by the picked men of their conmier- 
cial marine, now thrown almost utterly idle. — On the other hand, the 
whole british force did not exceed three thousand regular soldiers ,v(rho 
were charged with the defence of a frontier nearly a thousand miles 
in length; »♦**•♦•♦»♦ 

♦•••••••* -^age648. 

*< The wisdom of the measures adopted by Sir Greorge Prevost, the 
vigour with which attack at all points was repelled, and the imposing 
celerity with which a cautious defensive was converted, at its close, 
into a vigorous oflfensive warfare, can never be sufficiently praised, 
and justly place this campaign on a level with any in the long annals 
of british glory." — page 649. 

PLATTSBURGH EXPEDITION. 

" To have carried the redoubts when the troops did get up, would 
have been a bloody undertaking, though probably certain of success, 
and would have formed a set-off at least to the naval disaster; but Sir 
George Prevost, deeming his instructions not to expose the troops 
under his command to unnecessary or useless danger, to be impera- 
tive,* being of opinion, that after the command of the lake was lost, 
no further advance into the american territory was practicable, and 

* ** You will take care not to expose his Majesty's troops to being cut 
off; and ccuard against whatever inig;ht commit the safely of the forco 
placed under your command ^'^-Lord BathursOs in»lruciion* to Sir 
George Prtvost, 
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ooasequenUy, that the men lost in obtaining the redoubts would prove ntj-n 
an unavailing sacrifice, gave the signal to draw off, and soon after^.J^' 
commenced his retreat."— /Migc 686. 

" Yet did his error, if error it was, originate in a sacrifice of the ^JTJT' 
feelings of self to a sense of public duty. — His personal courage was *«»J>- 
undoubted ; his character amiable in the highest degree ; the mild- 
ness and conciliatory spirit of his government had justly endeared him 
to the Canadians ; and his general conduct in North America had been 
in the highest degree admirable. — ^Indeed, his defence of that pro- 
vince against the vastly superior forces of the americans, is one of the 
biighttot pages in the military annals of Great Britain, and justly «fter 
his death called forth a public expression q[ satisfaction from the 
Prince Regent, and the conferring of additional honors on his family. 
The failure of the expedition against Plattsburgh was not to be ascrib- 
ed to him : it arose from the unprepared state of the fleet before the 
exptedition cooomenced, and the shameful desertion of the gun-boais. 
wbic;h deserted the heroic Downie when on the point of gaining a de- 
cisive victory. We have the authority of the greatest military mas- 
ter of the age for the assertion, that after the destruction of the fleet, 
any further advance on land could have led to no beneficial result, as 
the troops could not have obtained supplies, when the americans had 
the c<«nmand on the waters."* —-pages 686 & 687. 

in addition to the above, the writer of the present would also remark r 
that the affidr at Sacket's harbour, which, in like manner, gave rise to 
much reflection upon Sir George Prevost, is, now that the passions of 
the moment have passed away, likely also to be better judged of, than 
at the time. 

The ameriean force then at that place, as it has since been ascer- 
tained, (through General Wilkinson's memoirs,) consisted of 313 
light dragoons, (dismounted,)! 42 artillery, 332 of the 9th ,21st and 23d 
regiments of infantry — in all 787 — ^to these were added 150 volunteers 
and 350 militia.— The british force did not exceed 700 men. The 
capture of Sacket's harbour, with a view to its occupancy during the 
war was out of the question, and never, for a moment, intended. A 
surprise, during the absence of their fleet then up the lake, and des- 
truction of the new ship of war on the stocks, public stores and . 
barracks, was the utmost contemplated, and to eflect this, by a coup 
dB iTioffi, Kingston was almost drained of its forces, and, in a manner, 
left unprotected. The enemy's squadron might not only intercept 
them on their return, whether successful or not, but at the same time 
make sure of Kingston, through, the ascendency they had, at that pe- 

* *< I ap))reve highljr -, indeed, I go further ; I admire, all that hat been 
4one by the military in America, so far as I Mnder«tand it eenerallv. — 
Whether Sir George Prevost was right or \ftoa% in bis decision at lake 
Charoplain, is more than I can tell ; though, of this I am certain, he mnst 
equally have returned to Kingstoti"({VlQntreal) *< after the fleet nas beaten, 
and I am inclined to think he was right. I have told the ministers repeat- 
edly that a naval superiority on the lakes is a sine qua mm of success in 
war on the frontier ot Canada, even if our object should be wholly deten- 
sive."— Wellington to Sir George Murray, 22d Deer , 1814 —Gurtcovd, 
]2rol 244. 
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Chap. ^^' ^^ ^^ ^^^^ — witness their success at York— and thereby put an 

\IX,' end, at once, to the struggle in Upper Canada. 

^^^^^^ The intended surprise having failed, (see ante pages 77 to 80) by cir- 
cumstances beyond the controul of the naval and military commai^ders , 

*^*^* there would really seem to have been more to blame in the attempt to 
retrieve it, by the attack, (hopeless, after at least the twelve hours fore 
knowledge of it which the enemy had, and when the militia of the 
neighbourhood was alarmed and up,) than in any alleged precipitancy 
of retreat, which, to the contrary was, in fact, too long delayed. The 
sudden rising of a gale of wind, either on or off the coast, a thing of 
frequent occurrence at this season, might have proved the total loss 
of the land and naval forces on the exp^ition, and with them the im- 
mediate fall of Kingston. All things considered, the conmiander of the 
forces, feeling the heavy responsibility tliat weighed upon him, did 
well to retire when he cfid, and better it had been if sooner, not only 
to save a further waste of lives, which could ill be spared, but to 
avoid the risk of an immediate loss of Kingston and of the whole 
Upper Province. 

A gentleman, who has written on the subject, justly observes — 
'< It is true that gen. Wilkinson," (in his memoirs relating to the late 
american war,) ** adds that if our (the british) troops had persisted 
twenty minutes longer, the sloop of war then on the stocks, and the 
whole depot at Sacket's harbour would have fallen into their hands. 
But this is a mere opinion, springing partly, it would seem, from a 
jealous wish to disparage general Brown, who commanded the ame- 
ricans ; and partly founded on the supposition of a great superiority of 
numbers, on our side. But be this opinion right or wrong, Sir George 
Prevost cannot, in fairness, be held responsible for any facts or conse- 
quences, but such as were or ought to have been within his know- 
ledge, or reasonably to be anticipated, and he was bound to decide 
according to present circumstances, as they appeared to him. The 
hope of a surprise was at an end. His force was reduced by the con- 
flict to less than 400 effectives, while the enemy, after losing 350 had 
still an imbroken fifi^hting force of 450, besides a strong militia rein- 
forcement estimated at 500 or 600, which it was known had poured 
into the place during the morning and previous night. The enemy 
had the shelter of block-houses, stockades and loop-holed buildings, 
giving them the advantage of a mode of fighting in which they are 
particularly expert, while our force was exposed. — That force formed 
the large part of the garrison at Kingston, the military key of Upper 
Canada, which might, in the mean time, be visited by the hostile fleet 
and army ; while a prolonged contest, or even a gale of wind forcing 
the fleet ofl'the land, might seriously endanger the retreat and safety 
of our troops, and this at a moment when every soldier was of conse* 
quence to the safety of Upper Canada," 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Sir Gordon Drummoird — army bills called in and redeemed — 
meeting of the legislature — speech— address in answer 
— message to the assembly relating to the decision of the 
home government on the impeachments — resolutions of 
the assembly on the subject— prorogation and dissolution 
of the legislature— Sir John Coape Sherbrooke appointed 
to the government — Sir Gordon Drummond embarks for 
England — Finances, &c. 

Lieutenant general Sir Gordon Drum-chap. 
mond, as mentioned, assumed the government ^^^ 
on the 5th of April, as administrator in chief. 18I6. 
Nothing occurred worthy of notice, until the 
meeting of the legislature,* except the calling 
in and redeeming the army bills issued during 
the war. A proclamation to that effect, appeared 
on the 14th November, notifying that this paper 
was to be redeemed in cash, at the army bill 
office in Quebec, it being also declared, that 
all interest upon such bills as were in circula- 
tion would cease^ after the fourteenth day next 

* A new steamer, '* The Malsham^^' (the third on the St. Lawrence) 
made its appearance at Quebec, on the opening of the navigation. — 
It was, as the previous steamers had been, buiU at Montreal, and be- 
longed to Mr. Molson. To this another, ** Tht Car of Commerce *» 
built by an association of Montreal merchants, was soon after put in 
competition, to the great gratiiicatinn of the public. From that to the 
present time^ these useful and splendid conveyances have progret^- 
sively advance<l to their present «tate of perfection, not only on the 
St. Lawrence, and over the great inland laJces Ontario, Erie, Huron, 
and Michigan, (which at that time were deemed impracticable by 
steamers,) but to the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 
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Chap, thereafter. These were all honorably dis- 
^^' charged. A paper of the day remarks, — " they 
1816. (Ae army bills) have enriched the country, not 
so much by the interest they paid, which, of 
itself, is no inconsiderable addition to its 
wealth, as by the high prices paid for its com- 
modities, arising from that abundance of the 
circulating medium, the full nominal value of 
which could be relied on, equally with the jwe- 
cious metals ; and which, for some time past, 
has even exceeded in value the precious me- 
tals, from 2J to 5 per cent, by their ability to 
procure government bills of exchange, at a dis- 
count so much greater than gold and silver 
could eflfect it. — Such was their superior value, 
notwithstanding some alarm arising from nume-* 
rous american forgeries of our army bills* 
What is still more striking is, that Canada paper 
bore this high value at the period when the 
paper of the United States was in such a state 
of depreciation as to create the utmost con* 
fusion in the States. Our paper, aided the 
government, because it operated as a loan, at 
a moment when the expenditure was of a mag- 
nitude not to be paralleled in the history of 
nations, but which, far from depressing the 
nation, served to evince not only the immen- 
sity of its resources, but the unbounded confi'- 
dence placed in them." 

The provincial parliament met on the 26th 
January, 1816. This was opened with the 
speech following : — 

'^ Genilcmen of ttie legwlative eouneil, and gentletaen at 
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the house of aseembly,— His royal highness the Prince chap 
Begent, having been pleased to commit to me the administra- XX. 
tlon of this government^ I have entered on the duties which ^-^^^^ 
that trust prescribes, with a deep sense of their importance, '^i^' 
and an earnest desire to discharge them for the general ad- 
vantage of the province ; to which my attachment naturally 
derives additional strength, from the circumstance of my 
having been bom in its capital. 

^< It would be to me a source of inexpressible comfort, 
and I am confident would convey to you sincere satisfac- 
tion, if I had it in my power to communicate any favorable 
account respecting the indisposition of our venerable Sove- 
reign ; 1 regret, however, that I have no such information to 
impart: yet, under this awful dispensation, it is not an in- 
considerable consolation to be assured, that his Majesty has 
no corporeal suffering, and continues in a state of undisturb- 
ed tranquillity. 

^^ The total overthrow and final exile of the usurper, 
whose insatiable ambition, and remorseless thirst of blood, 
were permitted so long to afflict the world ; — the restoration 
once more, of the family of Bourbon to tiie throne of their 
ancestors ; — the general peace which has been given back 
to Europe, by the magnanimous exertions of the allied 
powers ; — and the high distinction obtained by the british 
forces, under the conduct of the illustrious duke of Welling- 
ton, consummated and crowned by the glorious victory of 
Waterloo; while they fill our minds witii exultation, and 
open to us the prospect of permanent prosperity,will not (ail 
to awaken a profound and grateful sense of the goodness of 
Divine Providence, so conspicuously manifested in these 
great events. 

<^ In adverting to those matters of internal concern, which 
have been the object of assembling this provincial parlia- 
ment, I have to direct your early attention to the renewal of 
the militia act, and such others as with it may be about to ex- 
pire, and as it may be necessary and expedient to continue. 

<' I must also, in consequence of many discontented ad* 
venturers, and mischievous agitators, from the continent of 
Europe, having recentiy thrown themselves into the neigh- 
bouring States, strongly recommend the immediate revival 
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GJMipwtyfthe '^ Act^for MrtatiKshing-ngiilatiointeq;^ 
^' Wrth'Hudh iMMiRficfttimM'fifli'tbofee cirevm^taDees umy tender 
*g*^ it proper tc^udopt, 

ACTou'ha^e had fbe^aatiefaetron orsceing ^titbe execu- 
tive "goretnraent 'hfts'vompletelytedeekiied jts-rifedgelo'tlm 
piH)lic, by cfillifig'hi'aiid paying wtthxBilh, "toe annyinlls 
Twhieh were in circulation. - 

<< Gentlemen of the house of assembly,— ^I shall •iirder a 
'{Statement of the provincial revenue of the crown, 'and oT the 
expenditore ofthelast year, to be laid 'before yon. 

''^^ 1 have-itlncommand from his royal highness the Atinee 
Regent, ^tottssure you that iiisToyal highness views with 
^mt^^leasure, the Bddtttonarjnroof of -patriotism andpiMic 
spifft, afforded by Ihe sum voted towards the com^etron of 
a pfoposed canal ^m Montreal to Ladhine. His 'Wajeltty's 
government, diilyiippreciatingthemwfiy impoitaM objects 
with which that woiic is connected, are greatiy i n t e i ^e trt e d 
inlHs earty exeoutton ; and f trwait ori>y fhrtiKT instructions 
upon the subject, toproceed lo carry 9t into e%ct. 

'^^t^ehtlemen of the4egishtthre«(iunci1,'at!d'gerifiera(ett'6f 
the bouse df anembly, — [cannot omit to press upon year 
cottiMeraition, Hhe importance ^fAirtfaerfiromcning'the Hi- 
temal oommuntcations of the provtnce^andt^ making«l^- 
tual provision for the fiill accomplwhmentof an ol^ectof 
.«iieb obvious 'and ^general ii6tity . 

'<fouwfll, I 'doubt not, justify the *firm «!ianiw<?bich" I 
ptaoe on your loyal -attachment to .ihe person and govern- 
ment of your sovereign, ^nd your enSi^lnened 'zeiil for Che 
pfUblte-servioej tiorw^n you,! trust, ilRrappoint my oonfi- 
-dent expeotMion, thaitMs^session of tbe provincial parila- 
ment will be distinguished for accordant exertion, and fS- 
^ie<it cdiflpatcifa,'}n oohducfittg 'fte public busmess. Tou may 
'bc^sured, Yhat -on mypart,'l'shfl[Ubemo8t cordiaRydis^ 
posed to second your Imidaft^ endearoufs, by a rev^ co- 
-operation in every tneasufe which may tend to advance the 
intereets, aiM promote' 'rtie vrd^vre, of ^s province.^' 

the egotisn^iKi ibe fwrrt pai^gp&ph Qiftite^pfeech, 
did «c>t 'Escape eomitfent in subsequent d^- 
bates : — 



<< Whea ciccumstaAceif enquired. th«Itre9eiic«r in EndwdK^-kf^i^ 

tain so gratefiil a reix>Uj9QtiQjiif , hU)royal,higIui^i9i:b8iB^taffQrdr^vo'^ 
ed additiojnal proof. oChm^f^rnal. SQlicituderfor.the^ welfare l^^ 
of. this proirince,, uv^ CQPDUPaUting^.the admiAJAtratipn, of ita, 
gSikvernmoiH to yQur:expd&eiicy» wboae coospicuoua ^^rxrice^ . 
duhog^. the late oont^t witbi the,UnitedrSta(€)8r ofAmerica^ 
beiar.siich. honorable teathnoDy to.tbat. Dative. patrioti9m.aiid 
mUitarF taleat^ of which itUthe.^bry.of tbiaprovinoaux 
hav£,pr0div^.'8o.bKUliajat.aa.e3;aaip^ iQitbeypersoa of yoiup 
e(xceUeiic}N!' 

To this address his exceHepcy,. in reply, 
observed:— 

^^ Althpugbyou ei0timatevtoo highly, thftiserviGaB I, have 
bfMBuJortviaate enough-Y to.raader ifirthe: d«Jeiicaof.tbi8». my. 
native countcyy. Lreceive wilb> pride and aatiafafitioa tbe 
flittering e^cpneiiasioaof yvMjr honorably opii^ao.. of tbap|«.af)dt 
I assure you^tbat thesaoia local attachment b|; wbiob I 
have bithertQ be«A aAimated will increase, if postible^ the 
nsadiaesa which, frcunia, sense of duty alone I.sboukL.ieel, 
to co-operate in every measure tending to the advantage^)!, 
the province." 

The good, feeling which, at this moment, 
prevailed. betwe^ bir Gordon DriUBmondand 
Ae parliament of his^ native country, was but 
of short; duration* 

On. the 3d Pebrtiary, the following* commu- 
nication, from: the administrator, of tha gavern- 
menti came down; to thei assembly, by. the civil 
secretary^ B* R; Loring^ esquire, and which 
being reaidby him^ at tbe bar, was then, deli- 
vered to the speaker^ and laid on the table: — 

<( Gordon. Drummond, adrolinstrator in chie£4 

** The adia^nistralopin.ohiefha^^jeceiyed ittecooMRaiida 
of.bi? royal higfaiieaaitbeBrifice.Beg^Rti to roakaJsnown' to 
the hovM^> aaeembljr^r^thbi^ province^ hifr'pl^aaiife oiil tba 



25e 

Chap, subject of certain charges preferred by that house against the 
XX. chief justice of the province, and die chief justice of the 
v^v-w court of ktng*s bench for the district of Montreal. 
1816. ^< With respect to such of the charges as relate to acts 
done by a former governor of the province,which the assem- 
bly, presuming to be improper or illegal, imputed by a simi- 
lar assumption to advice given by the chief justice to that 
governor, his royal highness has deemed that no enquiry 
could be necessary ; inasmuch as none could be instituted 
without the admission of the principle, that the governor of 
a province might, at his own discretion, divest himself of all 
responsibility on points of political government 

*^ With a view, therefore, to the general interests of the 
province, his royal highness was pleased to refer for consi- 
deration, to the lords of the privy council, such only of the 
charges brought by the assembly as related to the rules of 
practice established by the judges in their respective courts, 
those being points upon which, if any impropriety had ex- , 
isted, the judges themselves were solely responsible. 

^' By the annexed copy of his royal highness's order in 
council, dated the 29th June, 1815,* the administrator in 

* ** Gordon D&umhond, administrator in chief. 
" L. S. — (A true copy.) 

'< M the Court of CarUon House, 2m June, 1815. 
'' Present — His royal highness the Prince Regent, in council. 

" Whereas there ^as this day read at the board, a report from a 
committee of the lords of his Majesty's most honorable Privy Coun- 
cil, dated the 24th of this inst., in the words following, viz : 

*' Your royal highness having been pleased, by your order in coun^ 
cil of the lOth December last, in the name and on the behalf of his 
Majesty, to refer unto this committee a letter from earl Bathurst, one 
of his Majesty's principal secretaries of state, to the lord president of 
the council, transmittmga copy of a letter from Sir George Prevost, 
dated Quebec, the 18th of iVforch, 1814, forwarding an address of the 
house of assembly of Lower Canada, to your royal highness, with 
certain articles of complaint therein referred to,, against Jonathan 
Sewell, esquire, his Majesty's chief justice of the raovince of Lower 
Canada, and James Monk, esquire, chief justice of the court of kine-s 
Bench for the district of Montreal, and also transmitting: a memorial 
from the executive council, judges in the court of appeals, and of the 
puisn^ judges of the court of lung's bench for the district of Quebec, 
and of the court of king's bench for the distriet of Montr^, in the 
said province of Lower Canada, praying to be included in the exami'* 
nation and decision of the said articles of complaint, together with a 
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chief, conveys to the assembly the result of their investiga- ^j^ 
tion, which has been conducted with all that attention and xxf 
solemnity, which the importance of the subject required. v^^.^^ 
^Mn making this communication to the assembly, it now 1816. 
becomes the duty of the administrator in chief, in obedience 
to the commands of his royal highness the Prince Regent, to 
express the regret with which his royal highnes^ has viewed 
their late proceedings against two persons who have so long 

petition from the said Jonathan Sewell, esquire ; in which letter the 
said earl Bathurst requests that so much of the said complaints of the 
house of assembly, as relate to the rules of practice stated to have 
been introduced by the said chief justices into their respective courts, 
maybe submitted to your royal highness in council, m order that if 
such rules shall be found to have b^n introduced, it may be decided 
whether, in so doing, the said chief justices have exceeded their 
authority. 

<< The lords of the committee, in obedience to your rojal hifhness' 
said order of reference, have taken the said letter and its inclosures 
into consideration, and having received the opinion of his Majesty's 
attorney and solicitor general, and been attended by them thereupon, 
and having maturely deliberated upon the complaints of the house of 
assembly, so far as they relate to the said rules of practice, their lord- 
ships do agree humbly to report as their opinion to your royal high- 
ness, that the rules which are made the subject of such complaint of 
the said house of assembly of Lower Canada, against the said chief 
justices Jonathan Sewell, esquire, and James Monk, esquire, which 
their lordships observe were not made by the said chief justices, respec- 
tively, upon their own sole authority, but by them in conjunction with 
the other judges of the respective courts, are all rules for regulation of 
the practice of their respective courts, and within the scope of that 
power and jurisdiction with which, by the rules of law, and by the 
colonial ordmances and acts of legislation, these courts are invested, 
and consequently that neither the said chief iustices, nor the courts in 
which they preside, have, in making such rules, exceeded their autho- 
rity, nor have been guilty of any assumption of legislative power." 
His royal highness the prince regent having taken the said report 
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into considleration, was pleased, in the name and on the behalf of his 
Majesty, and by and with the advice of his Majesty's privy council, 
to approve thereof, and to order, as it is hereby ordered, that the said 
complaints, so far as they relate to the said rules of practice, be, and 
they are hereby dismissea this board." 

(Sgned) " JAS. BULLER." 

" G. D." 

Previous to the convocation of the legislature, a pamphlet was 

circulated, containing part of the correspondence that had taken place 

in England, between the colonial minister and Mr. Sewell, in which 

the following appeared : — 

T 2 
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Chat) ^"^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ highest judicial offices tn the colony ; 

XX. a circumstance the more to be deplored, as tending to dis- 

«^v^ parage, in the eyes of the inconsiderate and ignorant, their 

1816. character and services, andthnsto diminish the infiuehce 

to which, from their situation, and their uniform propriety 

of conduct, they are justly entitled. 

^^ The above communication, embracing so much of the 

" Do-wning-Street, July 23, 1815. 

<< Sir.— 'His royal highness the Prince Regent, having been pleased 
to refer to the consideration of a committee of ihe most honorable 
privy council, certain articles of complaint against you and Mr. 
Monk, so far as related to the rules of practice establisned by you in 
the courts in which you respectively preside, it now becomes my 
duty to communicate to you me result of that inquiry, which having 
received liie entire approbation of his royal highness, is expressed in 
the order of which the enclosed is a copy. 

" The officer at present administenng the government of Canada, 
has received his royal highness's commands to communicate this de- 
cision to the house of assembly ; and in making this communication 
to state the grounds upon which his royal highness has declined con- 
sidering, as articles of complaint against you, the advice which you 
are at SjflTerent times stated to have given to the preceding governors 
of the province. It is highly satisfactory to me to assure you, that 
although his royal hiehness felt ccnnpelled upon general principles to 
exclude those particular charges from consideration, and thus to pre- 
elude you from entering upop your justification, yet lus royal high- 
ness entertains no doubt as to the general propriety of your andMr. 
Monk's conduct, or as to your being able to oiSer, with respect to 
them, a full and satisfactory explanation. 

** I am, sir, your obedient humble servant, 

(Signed^ " BATHURST." 

To J. Sewbll, £sq., chief justice of Lower Canada.'^ , 

" Downing Street, July 27th, 1816. 

Sir,— I had the honor of receiving your letter of the 24th instant, 
expressing your apprehension, that as the instructions transmitted to 
the officer administering the government of Canada, do not embrace 
any other charges brought against you and Mr. Monk, than those 
which relate to advice given by you to the governor, and the rules of 
practice established in ^our respective courts, tiie house of assembly 
may be induced to consider you as not free from blame on the other 
points of charge, not strictlv falling within that description. 

<< As the letter addressed to the officer administering the govern- 
ment of Canada, bears testimony to the uniform propriety of your 
and Mr. Monk's conduct, I do not conceive that there can be any 
groond for the house of assembly to doubt that your justification is 
comi^ete : but, I am glad to have an opportunity of stating that the 
charges not specifically adverted to in my lettw, appeared to be, with 
one exception, of too tittle importance to require consideration, and 
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charges preferred against the said chief justices, as relate to ^^^p 
the rules of practice, and as are grounded on advice assum- XX. 
ed to have been given by the chief justice of the province to >^^^^ 
the late Sir James Craig, the administrator in chief has been A^i^- 
further commanded to signify to the assembly, that the other 
charges appeared to his Majesty's government, to be, with 
one exception, too inconsiderable to require investigation, 
and that (namely the one against the chief justice of the 
court of king's bench for the district of Montreal, which 
states him to have refused a writ of habeas corpus) was, in 
common with all the charges which do not relate to the rules 
of practice, totally unsupported by any evidence whatever. 

« G. D." 

This communication threw the assembly into 
a ferment, and a call of the house, on the 1 4th 



that (the one against Mr. Monk, which chftrges him with having 
refused a writ of habeas corpui) was, as well as all the othef charges, 
which are not founded on the rules of practice, totally unsupported by 
any evidence whatever. 

" I have the honor to be, sir, 

" Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Siped) '« BATHURST.^ 

" To J. SewelLi Esq., chief justice (^ Lower Canada.^' 
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" Council OrncE, Whitehall, August 17th, 1815. 
<< Sir, — Agreeably to the request, signified in your letter of the 30th 
ultimo, I have the honor to enclose you a copy of the order in council, 
dismissing the complaints of the house of assembly of Lower Canada, 
so far as they relate to the rules of practice, &c., with the names of 
the lords present in council, when the report of the lords of the com- 
mittee respecting those complaints was approved. 

<< The report of the lords of the committee is «ntered at length in 
the copy of the order ; but it is not the practice to insert the names of 
the lords who make the report ; yet, as it is important that it should 
be known in Canada, by what mgh legal authority the said report 
was made, I have it in command from uie Lord President to commu- 
nicate their names to you, and they are as follows : — 

The Lord President, Master of the Rolls, 

Earl Bathurst, Sir John Nichol, 

Lord Ellenborouoh, Lord Chief Justice Gibbs, 

Sir William Scott, Lord Chief Baron. 

<< I have the honor to be, sir, 

« Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) « CHETWYND." 

• ' < J. Sewxll , esq. , chief justice of Lower Canada. '' 
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thai), of the month, was immediately ordered. His 
^' excellency's message was, at the same time, 
1816. referred to a committee of the whole, on that 
day. 

This subject was, on the fourteenth, referred 
to the consideration of a special committee of 
seven members, to whom two others were 
afterwards added, with directions " to report 
their opinion on the most expedient manner of 
proceeding on the same." On the twenty-third, 
this committee reported to the house, that hav- 
ing maturely deliberated upon the order of 
reference, they were of opinion that the mat- 
ters disclosed in his excellency's message 
would render necessary an humble represen- 
tation and petition to his royal highness the 
Prince Regent, and that the great importance 
of the matters involved in the said message, 
made it advisable that the wisdom of the house 
should be consulted, and its sense taken pre- 
paratory to such representation and petition. 

On the twenty-fourth, the assembly accord- 
ingly adopted resolutions on the subject. By 
these were expressed, a sense of the public 
duty under which the house had acted, in im- 
peaching the chief justices ; — its opinion of the 
right of the commons of Lower Canada to be 
heard, and of having an opportunity of adduc- 
ing evidence in support of their charges ; — the 
causes which had prevented them from main- 
taining those charges ; — their desire of having 
an opportunity to do soj — and finally, that an 
humble representation and petition, on behalf 
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of the commons of Lower Canada, to his royal chap 
highness the Prince Regent be prepared, ap- ^ 
pealing to the justice of his Majesty's govern- laie 
ment, and praymg that an opportunity might be 
afforded to his Majesty's most dutiful commons 
of Lower Canada, to be heard upon, and to 
maintain their complaints *^ A special com- 
mittee was appointed, for preparing an humble 

* ** Resolved, as the opinion of tliis comniittee, that this house, act* 
ing in the name of the commons of Lower Canada, in its proceediugn 
relative to the impeachments of Jonathan Seweil^esquife, chief jnsticp 
of the province, and James Monk, esquire, chief justice of the court of 
king's bench for the district of Montreal, was influenced by a sense of 
duty, by a desire to maintain the laws and constitution of this pro- 
vince, and by a regard for the public interest, and the honor of hin 
Majesty's government. 

<* Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that the commons of 
Lower Canada were entitled to be heard, and to have an opportunity 
of adducing evidence in support of their charges against the said 
Jonathan Sewell and James Monk, esquires. 

" Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that the resistance 
and opposition of the legislative council, of which the said Jonathan 
Sewell and James Monk, were and are members, to the right of tlw 
commons of Lower Canada, to exhibit the said charges, and the ob- 
structions subsequently interposed to the prosecution of them, pre- 
vented this house from being represented by an agent to maintain and 
support the said charges. 

<< Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, that this house ha« 
always been, and is desirous, of an opportunity of beine heard on the 
said charges, and of supporting them oy evidence, and hath reason to 
lament that no such opportunity hath hitherto been afforded to them. 

** Resolved, as the opmion of this committee, that an humble repre- 
sentation and petition, onbehalf of the commons of this province, to 
his royal highness the Prince Regent, be prepared, appealing to the 
justice of his Majesty's government, and praying that an opportunity 
may be afforded to his Majesty's dutiful commons of this province, to 
be heard upon and maintam the said charges." 

These were carried by considerable majorities. — The names taken 
on one divison were as follows : — 

*< Yeas — Messrs. A. Stuart, Prevost, B^ligny, Breux, Gauvreau, 
Richer, D^n^chau, Huot, Bellet, Bresse, Lagueux, Robitaille, 0'Sul-> 
livan, Cherrier, Amiot, Blanchet, Lee, Duchesnois, Bruneau, J. Stuart, 
and Sherwood." 

<< Nays — Messrs. Browne, Davidson, Ogden, Taschereau, Fras^r, 
Vanfelson, Borgia, Jones, Malhiot, Foumier and Bourdages." 
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Chap. representatiQii and petition^ in coii£(miu^' whk 

^^ the last o£ these resolutions* 

^^^ h seems thai Sir Gordon: Drummond: was 
impelled by US' instructions fromt hoffie, to 
resoDt to.a dissolution, iathe orent. that the 
assembly, should resume this; subject^ and 
consequently had no discretion to exercise 
on the occasion^ On the twenty-sixth^ be^ 
fore any of the measures which had been, 
resolved were brought to alaturiity» his arri- 
val at the council chamber was^ annouQce.d 
by a dischai^e of artillery. He proroguedr the 
session with the following speech : — 

*< Gentlemen of the legislative Council, and gentlemen ot 
the house of as8embly«-^ Having indulged the hope^ v^hen I' 
met you. in the provincial parliament^ that your unanimous, 
exen ions would have been diligently applied to those-objeets: 
of public advantage, which I recommended to your particu- 
lar attention, itha^ t)een with extreme concern, that I have.: 
found tbose^ my reasonable expectations, disappointed. 

'^ The house of assembly has again entered on the discus- 
sion of the subject, on which the decision of bis royal high- 
ness the Prince Regent, in the name ajud on: the. bejiaif oT 
his Majesty, haa already been oomrounicatcd to thena ; and 
while I deeply regret that the assembly should have allowed 
any consideration, to overbear the respect which his royal, 
highnesses decision claimed, I feel it my duty to announce 
to you my deterrainatioR to prorogue the present parliament, 
and to resort to the sense of the people by an immediate 
dissolution." 

Several objects of importance w«re brought 
before the assembly this session, but no more- 
thaa a. single Act*" received the royal sanction. 



* An. act to xegul^te the trial of toQtroverted elections, &c. 



Tire lesqpredtency xif sharing an ageamt in Eng- chap 
land, to attend to the interests of the province, ^^• 
whenever it 3might beTequisitoy was agam con- "^ 
sidered; butihe dissokition prevented a per- 
severance in the measure. The assembly, in 
pursuance ofB resolution made in the last ises- 
:don, fmssed a bill ^^ to appropriate a sum of 
money therein mentbned^ to the purx:liase of ^ 
service of phite^ to be preseivted to Sir Oeorge 
Prevost, late govefoior in chief of the province, 
as a mark of respect for bis <^mcter, snd of 
gratitude for the services ^hidi he had render- 
ed to the province."! This bill being sent tup 
for the concarrence of the legislative coimcil, 
wias rejected by that body. A committee was 
named to enquire into the staite of the property 
heretoliDre appertaining to the late ordei" of 
Jesuits, a»;d it was made an instruction to the 
committee to prepare and report the draft of «n 
humble address to his royal highness the Prince 
Regent, exhibiting the rights of the province to 
possess the said property for the purposes of 
education, and to pray for its restitution for the 
purposes to which it was originally destined. 
The elections for the new assembly look 
place in the month of March, and but few alte- 
rations in the representation were made. In 
the meantime, the administrator in chief receiv- 
ed notification of the appointment of Sir John 
Coape Sherbrooke, to the chief command in 
British North America; and on the twenty- 



t The sum appropriated by the bill was £bfiQO. 
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Chap, first day of May, he sailed for England, having, 

^' on the day of his departure, received a valedic- 

1816. tory address from the citizens of Quebec. The 

temporary administration of the government 

devolved upon major general Wilson, until the 

arrival of Sir John Coape Sherbrooke. 

The revenues of the year 1815, amounted 
to £150,273, currency; the expenditure to 
.£125,218, sterling. In this latter was includ- 
ed the sum of £ 1 6,555, for erecting the gaol 
in the city of Quebec ; <£26,439, on account of 
. mililia services ; £35,325 to Upper Canada, 
being its proportion of the duties levied in 
Lower Canada, in the year 1814. From the 
port of Quebec, there were cleared during the 
year 1815, one hundred and ninety-four ves- 
sels, making 37382 tons, and employing 1847 
men, besides ten built thereat, making 1462 
tons more. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Sir John Goape Sherbrooke, lieut. governor of Nova Scotia^ chaLp. 
sncceeda to die government of Canada— failure in the XXI. 
harvest «-eelief afforded by the governor to the distressed v^v^ 
parishes— submits his view to the colonial minister, with 1816. 
respect to public opinion on the impeachments, and of 
the state of the province — parliament meets — speech and 
proceedings — governor anitounce» that the Regent had 
sanctioned the bill allowing a salary , during the last par- 
liament, to the speaker of the assembly— «ssemUy make 
good the advances by the governor, for relieving the dis- 
tressed parishes —vote also a further relief — Mr. justice 
Foueher impeached — steps thereupon by the legislative 
council — ^Petition to the assembly by the family of the late 
Fran9oi8 Corbeil-^Petition by S. Sherwood, esq., against 
Mr. chief justice Monk — Mr. Stuart moves the recon* 
sideration of the impeachments against the chief justice, 
and is left in a small minority — retires in disgust — eluci- 
dation of the means by which he was foiled in this matter, 
and a salary of £1,000 granted to Mr. SeweU, as speaker 
of the legislative council — Finances, &c« — judges' saiaries 
increased to J6900 sterling — prorogation — miscellanies — 
pariiament again opened-^governor authorised to call 
upon the assembly to vote the necessary smns forthe 
civil expenditure, agreeable to their offer in 1810 — des- 
patch and instruciioB» relating to the impeachment of 
Mr. Foueher— proceedings of the council on the subject 
— Estimates for the year 1818— voted, but no bill of ap- 
propriation passed — bills passed — Sir J. C. Sherbrooke 
relieved by the duke of Richmond, and departs for 
England — exhumation of remains of general Montgomery, 
at the request of his widow. 

• 

Sir John Goape Sherbrooke, landed in 
Quebec, on the 2I:st July, on bis arriiral (t^t^v 

VOL. II. z 
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Chap. Halifax, having for some time previously ad- 
^^ ministered the government of Nova Scotia, 
1816. whence he was advanced to that of Canada. 
One ofhis first measures, after the assumption . 
of the government, made him a favorite with the 
people. The- failure of the wheat crop, in the 
lower f>arts of the district of Quebec, from 
early frosts, gave cause to apprehend a famine 
throughout that part of the province. Repre- 
sentations from several of the afBicted parishes, 
being submitted to him, he threw open the 
king's stores for the public relief, advancing 
besides, a very considerable sum of money, 
upon his own responsibility, from the public 
treasury, for the purchase of such supplies as 
were not in those stores. Provisions in abund- 
ance were forwarded before the commence- 
ment of winter, to the country parts in distress, 
which, by his seasonable relief, were rescued 
from famine. 

The instructions given Sir Gordon Drum- 
mond, with respect to the Prince Regent's 
decision upon the impeachments, had com- 
pelled him to dissolve the assembly, upon its 
calling in question the course adopted. Sir 
John Sherbrooke was anxious to avert the 
necessity of a similai" step oh his part, and 
accordingly, he lost no time after his arrival, 
in requesting further instructions for his guid- 
ance in the matter, in case of its revival by the 
assembly, and in submitting to the colonial 
minister, his views of the public opinion on 
the subject, in the provincCr 
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He stated, that the late dissolution, by Sir chap. 
Gordon Drummond, in consequence of the ^^^ 
commands he had received, if it were intend- i^gie 
ed to have its eflFect, by changing for the better 
the representation of the assembly, had entirely 
failed ;' and not only that, but it had augmented 
the evil, by causing much irritation, both among 
the representatives and in the country, and by 
leading to the general election of the same mem- 
bers, or, in the few instances where a change 
had taken place, the election of others more 
immoderate than those whom they replaced. 
He submitted it as his opinion, that in this 
country, the strong measure of a dissolution, 
must, in almost all possible circumstances of 
the country, produce rather evil than advan- 
tage, and could never have that eflFect which 
might be given to it in England, by the exer- 
tion of the diflferent means that might be brought 
into action there, for the correction of popular 
opinion, and for securing to the crown a stron- 
ger influence in parliament. 

Expressing, however, his willingness to carry 
into full execution, the strongest measures his 
Majesty's government should think proper to 
prescribe ; he, nevertheless, requested spe- 
cific instructions as to the course he was to 
pursue, in case the assembly should recur, as 
there was scarcely a doubt they would, to the 
subject which had lately led to a dissolution of 
that body. 

It would seem that, in the determination of 
the home government to support the chief 
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Chap, justice Sewelly against the popular feeling of 
^^' which he was the object, the governor was 
181$. ^<l^ised, in answer to the above, to conciliate 
the favor of the roman catholic bishop and 
clergy, as a means of influence over the people. 
This led hi3 excellency to submit to the minis- 
ter a clear and correct view of the state of 
parties in the province, and of the dilemma 
into which he was thrown by his instructions 
on the one hand, and the actual state of affairs 
on the other. 

He stated to his lordship, earl Bathurst, the 
colonial secretary, that of. the unpopularity of 
the chief justice he might have some idea, 
from the proceedings that had taken place 
against him, and which he may have suppos- 
ed originated merely in the hostility of a parti- 
cular party in the assembly, or among the 
people. That he had endeavoured to make 
himself master of the subject, and from infor- 
mation, personal inquiry and observation, in a 
tour he had lately made through the province, 
he had found the feeling of hostility against that 
gentleman, to pervade all classes, and to pre- 
vail with violence, even in the obscurest parts 
of the province. Ii mattered not that the feel- 
ing proceeded from the arts and calumnies of 
designing demagogues, or was urged by per- 
sonal dislike. It had long existed, and had 
derived fresh virulence from the apparent tri- 
umph of the chief justice, and that while adopt- 
ed generally among the inhabitants, the qatholic 
clergy themselves were among the most stre- 
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nuous asserters of its justice, if not the wannest chap 
propagators of it. ^^^* 

That if the influence of the catholic clergy isi^ 
over the laity, on different subjects, were great, 
his lordship might judge what must be the 
vigour and effect of its operation, when direct- 
ed to a point in which the people believed 
their dearest interests to be involved, and 
against a man whom they, unfortunately, con- 
sidered to have outraged their feelings of loy- 
alty and religipn. That in such a case as this, 
the clergy acted with double force, and as they 
had carried the people with them, by the com- 
bined effect of political and religious preju- 
dice, it was to be expected that there would 
arise, and that there had arisen against this 
gentleman, throughout both laity and clergy, 
an infatuated dislike. 

That into the original views he (the gover- 
nor) did not enter. It sufficed to say, that 
when Mn Sewell was attorney general, it fell 
to his lot to maintain doctrines and support 
measures that clashed with the religious opi- 
nions of the Canadians. The disposition which 
was then exerted against him was confirmed 
after his promotion, by the part he was consi- 
dered to have taken in the government of the 
country and in the legislative council, and it 
grew and strengthened until it produced his 
impeachment by the assembly. 

The governor was persuaded, that had it 
accorded with the views of the government, to 
grant a hearing to both parties on the impeaclv- 

z 2 
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Chap, ment, evea though the decision had been pre 
XXI. cisely as it was, it would have been conducive 
istT ^^ ^^^ peace of the province, as it would have 
deprived the party hostile to him here, of a 
pretext of complaint, by which, in a free 
government, the people will always be inter- 
ested, and which in that case, derived weight 
and plausibility, from the presence of the chief 
justice in England, — that is to say, that the 
decision of government had been formed on an 
ex parte hearing. He was bold to say, that it 
was the force of this argument, that had pro- 
duced the resolutions, in consequence of which 
the late assembly was dissolved. 

It had been, he observed, the hope of many 
well informed persons in this country, that the 
government would have permitted the chief 
justice, after his acquittal, to have retired on a 
pension ; a measure which, whether effectual 
or not, in dieting the country, would have 
taken from the leaders in the assembly, their 
chief source of influence over popular opinion, 
by removing the principal object of popular 
dislike. The delusive arts of popular leaders 
had produced a persuasion among both clergy 
and people, that he was the cause of those 
public evils which the province was then suf- 
fering, by the dissolution of the assembly — the 
expiration of munkipal laws — the suspension 
of public establii^ments, and the interruption 
of projects of public advantage. 

He observed, that in pursuance of the minis- 
ter's directions, he would give the chief justice, 
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however unjustly aspersed, as he was, by tbechap. 
hostility of the bar and the pulpit, every sup- ^^ 
port ; although for this, he should forego the igig 
conciliation of the clergy, the harmony of the 
province, and the advancement of its interests. 
That he would also endeavour to establish a 
good understanding with the roman catholic 
bishop, to whom he already had given proofs 
of his disposition to that effect. But that he 
would deceive the minister, were he to hold 
out to him any expectation of a change in the 
sentiments either of the clergy or people, in the 
point alluded to. Argument had failed to per- 
suade them,— coercion it :jvas rather feared 
would fix the feeling deeper. It was the opi- 
nion of well*informed and moderate men, that 
prorogation might succeed to prorogation, and 
dissolution to dissolution, but that there would 
sooner be a revolution in the country, than in 
the feelings of its inhabitants on that point. 

In pointing out thus strongly the state of 
things, it might be expected he should say 
something of the remedies suggested to him, 
as applicable to the case. — One of these was 
the appointment of an agent in England, long 
an object of popular desire, and which had 
been effected in almost all the other colonies — 
it being to the opposition the measure had met 
with in the legislative <:ouncil, in which the 
chief justice was considered by the assembly 
to have great influence, that they ascribed the 
loss of it ; which, independently of its general 
advantage, would, as they alleged, have eiv^- 
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chat>^.bled them to support their impeachments 
^""- against him. The other was to detach Mn 
"J^ Stuart (the prime mover of the resolutions 
at the previous session) if possible, by mo- 
tives of self-interest, from the party with 
which he had connected himself, and which, 
it was thought without him, would' gradually 
lose vigour and dwindle into insignificance. 
It had, he said, been hinted to him, (the 
governor) that if the attorney generalship should 
become vacant, the offer of it would be a 
powerful temptation to desert those with 
whom he had hitherto acted. But the de- 
licacy of an attempt of that description was 
felt, and probably it never was made. The 
more successful course was pursued of de- 
taching the party from him, adroitly adopted 
by the governor, favoured as he was by cir- 
cumstances, at the ensuing session of the legis- 
lature, as we shall presently see, and by which 
the party Mr. Stuart seemed triumphantly to 
lead, though in truth, like most of those ima- 
gining themselves the leaders of a party, but 
the humble followers of the multitude, was 
induced to abandon him. 
. A more faithful representation of matters in 
the province, at this time, in connection with 
the subject alluded to, could not be desired 
than that understood to have been given by 
Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, to the colonial 
minister, to whom he also suggested the expe- 
dience of giving the speaker of the assembly a 
seat in the executive council. The great evil 
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of this country, and the most fruitful source of chap 
its dissensions bad been, he observed, a want^^ 
of confidence in its executive government, not igie. 
so much in personal character of the governor 
as in the executive council, who have come to 
be considered the governor's advisers, and 
whose movements were watched with a jealous 
suspicion that tended to hamper every opera- 
tion of government The removal of this dis- 
trust, he conceived,^ would be effected, if ths 
speaker of the assembly, for the time being, 
were made a member of the executive council. 
The new parliament (the ninth of Lower 
Canada; met on the 16th January, 1817.* 
Mr. Papineau was again chosen speaker of the 
assembly, nem. con. The governor called the 

♦ The members of the aEsembly were as follows : — 
Upper Town of Quebec, Claude D^n^chau and George Yanfelson ; 
County of Hertford, Louis Turgeon and Ferr^ol Roy ; County oi' 
Orleans, Charles Blouin ; County of Montreal, James Stuart and 
Augustin Richer; County of Hampshire, Greorg^ W. Allsopp and 
Francois Huot; County of Dorchester, John Davidson and J. T. 
l^auschereau ; County of Northumberland, Etienne C. Lagneux and 
Philippe Panet ; County of Buckinghamshire, Francois Bellet and 
Josep»h Badeaux ; County of Warwick, Jacques D^lipny and Joseph 
Douaire Bondy ; County of Huntingdon, Austm Cuvilher and Michael 
O'Sullivan ; Borough of Three Rivers, Charles Rd. Ogden and Pierre 
Vezina ; Borough of William Henry, Robert Jones ; East Ward of 
Montreal, Louis Roi Portelance and John Molson ; Lower Town of 
Quebec, Andrew Stuart and Francois Languedoc ; County of Quebec, 
Peter Brehaut and Louis Gauvreau ; County of Kent, Denis B. Yiger 
and Joseph Bresse, senr. ; County of Cornwallis, Joseph L. Borgia 
and Joseph Robitaille ; County .of Leinster, Benjamin Beaupr^ and 
Jacques Lacombe ; West Ward of Montreal, L. J. Papineau and F. 
Vinet, alias Souligny; County of Eifiiigham» Joseph Malbceuf and 
Samuel Sherwood ; Coun J of Bedford, Thomas M'Cord ; County of 
Devon, Joseph Couillard Despr^s and Frs. Foumier ; County of St, 
Maurice, Etienne Mayrand and Louis Gugy j County of York, Bus- 
tache N. L. Dumont and Jean Bte. Ferr6 ; County of Surrey, Pierre 
Amiot and Etienne Duchesnois ; County of Richelieu, Jean Des- 
saulles and Seraphin Cherrier ; County of Gasp^, James Cockburn. 
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Chap, immediate attention of the legislature, to the 

^^ failure of the crops in different parts of the 

1817. province, but more particularly in the parishes 

below Quebec, where it had been represented 

to him that the inhabitants had been reduced 

to a state of absolute want : — 

" Having ascertained,'* — said he — " that this evil really 
did exist to an alarming extent, I lost no time in making 
such temporary arrangements as would secure the lower 
orders from the dreadful effects of famine, until the legisla- 
ture could be convened. 1 he infoVmation on which I acted, 
together with a statement of the steps I have taken in con- 
sequence, shall be laid before both houses with as little 
delay as possible, when I shall leave it to the provincial 
parliament, to take such further measures, as the nature of 
the case may appear to require. 

" Gentlemen of the house of assembly, — I rely upon your 
liberality to make the necessary provision for defraying the 
expenses already incurred for the purpose of supplying the 
immediate and more pressing wants of the distressed parts of 
the commimity, and I feel assured that you will likewise 
grant such further aid as necessities may require* 1 shall 
order a statement of the provincial revenue of the crown, and 
of expenditures of the last year to be laid before you as usual. 

^' Gentlemen of the legislative council, gentlemen of the 
house of assembly, — I feel it my duly to call your early 
attention to the renewal of the militia act, and of several other 
acts, which are of the utmost importance to the province, 
and which have already expired, or will do so very shortly. 
You are too well acquainted with the advantages which 
must result from every improvement in the internal commu- 
nications of this province, and from the encouragement of its 
agriculture and commerce, to make it necessary forme to do 
more than recommend these most important subjects to your 
attention," 

To the above, the assembly courteously 
responded : — * 

" We have remarked with pleasure that your excellency*s 
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arrival in this province was preceded not only by the fame (^i^ap. 
of your excellency's military life, but also by that of the sue- XXI. 
cessfui administration of the civih government of a neigh* ^^-^^ 
bouring province ; and we have been led to form the agreea- 1817. 
ble anticipation, that, under your excellency's wise and * 
impartial government, the advantages produced by your 
excellency's administration in that province, may be rea- 
lised in this. 

'* We are sensible with your excellency of the necessity 
of early attention to the renewal of the militia act, and seve- 
ral other acts of importance to the province ; some of which 
have already expired, and others of which are about to ex- 
pire ; and we shall be anxiously desirous of accomplishing 
your excellency's recommendation un this head. Jn what 
relates to the militia law, we shall use our zealous efforts to 
place the militia upon the most respectable footing, as the 
substantial support of our- constitution, and a safeguard 
against attempts to sever us from the british empire.'^ 

The assembly, besides appointing the gratid 
committees of grievances, courts of justice, 
agriculture and commerce, usually established 
at the commencement of each parliament, 
named also a committee of five members to 
keep up a good correspondence between the 
two houses — a measure at which the legislative 
council expressed its satisfaction, naming on 
its part also a committee for the same purpose. 
These preliminaries over, the governor 
acquainted the assembly by message, that the 
Prince Regent had been pleased to assent to 
the bill granting a salary (£1000 a year) to the 
speaker of that house, during the late parlia- 
ment, and which bill, in March 1815, had 
been reserved for the signification of the royal 
pleasure. There was, however, no provision 
for the like purpose, during the present parlia- 
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,,. ^ ment, a circumstance which, as we shall soon 
XXI. perceive^ the governor turned to account. 
"^ The assembly readily discharged by its vote 
* the governor of the responsibility he had 
assumed in making advances, to the amount of 
c£ 14,2 16 currency, to relieve the distressed 
parishes, voting at the same time an additional 
sum of <£ 1 6,500 for their further relief, inde- 
pendently of tw enty thousand pounds currency, 
for the purchase of seed grain for distribution 
to such industrious husbandmen as could not 
otherwise procure it, to be repaid in such time 
and manner as might be the most convenient. 
Articles of impeachment were presented by 
Mr. Cuvillier, against Mr. Justice Foucher, one 
of the judges of the court of king*s bench at 
Montreal, for alleged *^ malversation, corrupt 
practice, and injustice," which were referr^ 
to a select committee to enquire into and re- 
port upon them. The enquiry resulted in a 
confimiation of the charges by the committee, 
and Mr. Foucher was accordingly impeached 
by the assembly. An address was drawn up 
on the subject to the Prince Regent, praying 
he would be pleased to remove Mr. Foucher 
from his oflSce, • and to interpose the authority 
of his Majesty's government, in such way as in 
the wisdom of his- royal highness should appear 
necessary for bringing him to justice, which, 
together with the articles of impeachment, the 
house requested the governor to transmit to 
his royal highness. The assembly also re- 
quested the governor to suspend the judge 
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while the charges were pending. His Excel- chap. 

lency informed the house that he would not ; 

fail to transmit their address with the articles 1817. 
of complaint and documents accompanying 
them to the regent. " Many objections" — he 
observed — ** would have arisen to prevent me 
from suspending Mr. Justice Foucher, but 
particularly the precedent furnished by the 
course pursued on a similar occasion, by the 
late governor-in-chief, respecting which, as 
his Majesty's government do not appear to have 
stated any explicit opinion, I could not but feel 
some doubt" — but he acquainted them that this 
difficulty was avoided ; for, that having previ- 
ously perused the evidence adduced in the 
course of the investigation, he had already 
communicated to Mr. Foucher his desire that 
he should abstain from the exercise of his judi- 
cial functions, until the determination of the 
regent, with respect to any further proceedings 
on the accusations were made known.* 

These proceedings of the assembly were 
resented by the legislative council, who, also, 
addressed the regent on the subject : — 

** In these proceedings,'' — said they — " we have had no 
participation in any shape, the resolutions of the assembly 
not having been i^bmitted to us for our concurrence, nor 
has the accused been at all heard in his defence, or had any 
communicatron of the charges against him, other than what 
the public papers or private information may have conveyed ; 

• The charges against Mr. Foucher were, in substance, that he had 
aided and givien advice to certain attornies of his court,to whom he was 
partial, and to parties pleading therein, in matters wherein he after- 
wards sat as judge, and gave judgment thereupon — and of acts of 
insolence and oppression, from the bench, to individuals he disliked. 
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Chap. ^^' therefore, do not presume to give any opinion upon the 

XXI. guilt or innocence of the accused. 

v>^v-w << Under all the circumstances of the case, however, we 

T817. consider it our bounden duty, humbly to submit to the con- 
sideration of your royal highness, the serious consequenc-es 
which are likely to result, if the claim of the assembly be 
sustained, — that claim extends to the right of passing arti- 
cles of accusation, without limitation and without controul, 
in the province, either when voted after the hearing of tx 
parte testimony, without notification to the accused of com- 
plaint against him, or in the absence of all testimony, aa 
bath been already practised. 

^' If such a right in the assembly shall be established, and 
that articles of complaint and accusation by that house, nei- 
ther require any concurrence in the legislative council pre- 
viously to being submitted to your royal highness, nor can 
be adjudged upon by this house or any other tribunal con- 
stituted or to be constituted in this province, — then every 
public officer being liable, at his own expense, to go to Eng- 
land before being heard, at an immense distance from the 
place of residence of his exculpatory witnesses, must hence- 
forth feel himself wholly at the mercy of the assembly, and 
thereby become disqualified from an independent and faith- 
ful discharge of official duty. 

" We, therefore, humbly beseech your royal highness not 
to inflict punishment upon the said Louis Charles Foucher, 
esquire, one of the judges of his Majesty's court of king's 
bench for the district of Montreal, ' in consequence of the 
articles of complaint exhibited against him by the assembly 
of this province, until such articles of complaint shall have 
been submitted to this house, and this house shall have con- 
curred therein, and such articles of complaint, after such 
submission and concurrence shall have been heard and de- 
termined in such tribunal as your royal highness shall be 
pleased to appoint for that purpose ; or until such articles of 
complaint, without such submission and concurrence, shall 
have been heard and determined in due course of justice in 
this house, under such commission as your ro]^al highness 
shall see fit to issue for that purpose, with such powers and 
limitations as to your royal highness shall seem meet." 
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In reply to this, it was resolved by thechap 
assembly " that the claims of the legislative ^^^ 
council touching the complaints brought by ign 
the assembly were not founded on constitutional 
laws, or any analogy thereto-;— that they tended 
to prevent oflfenders, out of the reach of the 
ordinary tribunals of the country, from being 
brought to justice, and to maintain, perpetuate 
and encourage, an arbitrary, illegal, tyranni- 
cal and oppressive power over the people of 
the province." 

A petition was presented by Mr. Sherwood, 
to the assembly, frond the family of the late 
Fran§ois Corbeil, who, it was alleged, had 
died in consequence of his imprisonment, un- 
der the administration of Sir J. H. Craig, 
complaining of Mr. Chief Justice Monk and 
others, by whom, in their capacity of executive 
counciHors, the warrant had.been issued in 
virtue whereof their father had been imprisoned, 
on a charge of treasonable practices, which 
they asserted to be notoriously false." Another 
petition from Mr. Sherwood himself, against 
the same functionary, was also presented, 
representing his conduct on the bench in a case 
of indictment for libel found against that 
gentleman, in a most unfavorable light. 

It is to be observed, that soon after the 
acquittal of the chief justices, by decision of 
the Prince Regent, a pamphlet, in print, con- 
taining copies of the order in council absolving 
those gentlemen, and of the correspondence 
between chief justice Sewell, and certain 
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Chap, functionaries in England on the subject, was 
^^' circulated in Quebec and Montreal, in order, 
1817. probably, to inform their friends and the public 
of the course pursued, and result of the im- 
peachments. This was followed by another 
pamphlet, in which the order, in council, and 
correspondence were travestied into the most 
perfect burlescjue, and which, though nothing 
more than risible, sir Gordon Drummond, 
then administering the government, neverthe- 
less, deemed a libel on the british govemment,of 
sufficient gravity and importance to induce him 
to direct his Majesty's attorney general, Mr. 
Uniacke, to institute legal proceedings for 
bringing to punishment the authors and publi- 
shers, if they could be ascertained. The 
attorney general (who was understood to have 
disapproved of the notice bestowed upon TftB' 
matter) had no difficulty in fixing the author- 
ship upon Mr. Sherwood, a popular member 
of the assembly, who was accordingly indicted 
for it as a libel upon the king's government, at 
a court of oyer and terminer, held at Montreal. 
The petitioner complained that he had been 
much aggrieved and oppressed by a persecution 
carried on against him, under the influence of 
the chief justice of Montreal, James Monk, 
esquire, acting in the triple capacity of a lead- 
ing member of the executive government, a 
prosecutor and a judge. He represented this 
court to have been held in consequence of 
the absence of the chief justice Monk, from his 
duties as judge ^t Montreal^ during the time 
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when by law the criminal term of the court of chap. 
King's bench there ought to have been held, ^^ 
and which, owing to his absence at Quebec, in 1817. 
attendance upon the council had not taken place, 
and that the laws of the land had been thereby 
suspended and dispensed with, contrary to the 
bill of rights — he alleged the special commis- 
sion under which the court had been held, to 
have been unnecessary — that it was to answer 
the private purposes of Mr. Monk, and the 
party to which he belonged — that the grand 
jury instead of being drawn from the body of 
the district, had been packed from the city of 
Montreal, " composed oif individuals devoted 
to the said James Monk" — that they hunted up 
evidence for themselves, sending out bailiflFs 
without any subpoena or process of court to 
bring before them citizens of Montreal, who 
were supposed to be in habits of intimacy with 
the petitioner, and who were lawlessly dragged 
before the grand jury and examined on matters 
relating to tne private concerns of the peti- 
tioner, and wholly irrelevant to the indictment 
— that a bill of indictment had been found 
against him merely on suspicion. The pre- 
tended libel, it was said, is inserted in the 
body of the indictment, and principally directed 
against the said James Monk and against his 
interest — his name being mentioned upwards of 
thirty times, although the indictment contains 
but one count. Yet, (said the petition) he 
sat upon the bench, and countenanced and 
encouraged the packed grand jury in tj\^\\ 

A a ^ 
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Chap, iniquitous conduct. "His whole behaviour 
^^ manifested" — it continued — ** a lively personal 
1817. interest in the prosecution. When the officer 
of the court was reading the indictment, the 
said James Monk perceiving a smile upon the 
countenance of a gentleman of the bar, inter- 
rupted the reading, assailed him with fierce 
animadversions and threatened that he would 
remember that smile when he should give a 
charge to the petty jury against the petitioner— 
The example of a british judge sitting in a 
cause in which he was ipterested, the petitioner 
believed, was never known before, not even in 
the days of Scroggs and Jefferies.^^ The peti- 
tioner represented that in consequence of this 
lawless persecution, he had been falsely im- 
prisoned, and held to excessive bail, his 
liberties as a british subject violated, and his 
privileges as a member of the house trampled 
under foot. — He, therefore, prayed the house 
would take his grievance into consideration, 
and use their eflforts to prevent any judge of 
this province, in future, from perverting the 
administration of justice for party purposes, 
and converting it into an instrument to gratify 
personal vengeance. 

Although not without strong suspicion that 
the indecorous conduct here imputed to Mr. 
Monk, whose character for judicial integrity 
stood high, and the other excesses coniplain- 
ed of are overcharged, it is, nevertheless, \voll 
that the reader should see a picture charac- 
teristic, to a certain extent, of these times. 
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when those high functionaries and other chap. 
head officials were the lords of the land, and ^^^' 
could with impunity forget themselves. It must isn. 
also be observed, that since the impeachment 
of the chief justices, there was a prurient dis- 
position in the assembly, to disparage and pull 
down the judges, arising partly perhaps, from 
the unguarded conduct of some of them on the 
bench, and partly from their interference in 
politics, and otherwise mixing themselves up 
in matters foreign to their station. 

The petition was referred to a select comit- 
tee of five members who instituted an inquiry, 
but which, being continued throughout the 
session and over to the next, finally ended in 
smoke, as did also the indictment that pro- 
voked it, which never was brought to trial, 
propably as a matter too ludicrous and absurd 
for judicial investigation,* 

Mr. Stuart preparatory to his stirring in revi- 



* Shortly after this petition was laid before the assembly and the 
matter referred to a select committee, the following communications 
were submitted to the house : — 

* " Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 19th Feby., 1817. 
a Sir, — The chief justice of the court of king's bench for the district 
of Montreal, having addressed to me a letter explanatory of the cause 
of his absence from Montreal, in March, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen, at the period when the court is by law appointed to sit 
there, for the trial of criminal causes, for which absence a charge has 
been brought against him in the house of assembly, I think it proper 
to transmit you a copy of this communication, and of the enclosure 
which accompanied it, in order that in any further proceedings of the 
assembly on this subject, they may be inlbrmed of the circumstances 
represented by the chief justice. 

*' 1 have the honor to be, sir. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

<' J. C. SHERBROOKE, govr. inchiei: 

<' L. J. Papin£au, esq., speaker of the house of assembly." 
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Chap, val of the impeachments, moved, on the 27th 
^^^ January, that a call of the house should take 
1817. place on the 21st February. This motion was 

The following are the letters above referred to : — 

(Copy.) *« Montreal, Feby. 14th, 1817. 

<< Sir, — As I find that the house of assembly is proceeding under a 
committee, upon a petition presented to that house by Samuel Sher- 
wood, one of the members tnereof, made early in the session of the 
present legislature, wherein he has stated, " thiat I had absented my- 
self from sitting in, and holding a court of king's bench for the distnet 
of Montreal, on the first ten days of the month of March last past, 
whereby the said court was not held, and the law of the land was dis- 
pensed with, contrary to the bill of rights ;" and as this assertion may 
improvidently be brought forth as a charge against my ofiicial charac- 
ter and duties, in a case where the prerogative of the crown has been 
legally exercised, and when the conduct of its ofiicer is not culpable, 
I am impressed with the duty of presenting to your excellency my 
conduct, and the exercise of the prerogative, in respect to my duties 
upon holding the said court, in the month of March last. 

Your excellency will perceive, by the enclosed letter, the express 
injunctions of his excellency the administrator in chief, and may be a 
better judge than I can presume, of the reasons that occasioned his 
exercise of the rights of the sovereign, in respect to my duties. — And 
your excellency will justly appreciate how far the assembly should 
be permitted to proceed, in a formal charge, which, I submit, could 
not take place, were that house officially apprised of the circum- 
stances attending the conduct that had superinduced a supposed cul- 
pability in a servant of the crown. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " J. MONK." 

^' His Excellency Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, 
" K. C.B.,&c.,&c.,&c." 

" A true copy, Andw.Wm.Cochran, secretary." 

(Cop)r.) " Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 15th Feb., 1816. 

" Sir, — With reference to the representation you have made to his 
excellency the administrator in chief, of your intention of proceeding 
shortly to Montreal, to attend there the approaching session of the 
king's bench, for the trial of criminal causes, I am commanded by his 
exceUency to acquaint you, that he conceives your presenpe here in- 
dispensably necessary, to preside as speaker of the legislative council." 
" I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " ROBERT R. LORTNG, secretary." 

^' The hon. chief justice Monk." 

< • A true copy of the original letter, 

" Andw. Wm. Cochran, secretary," 
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rejected, (yeas 10, nays 23.)* He immedi-chap. 
ately moved a second time, for a call on the ^^ 
20th of the same month, but this also wasisi?. 
rejected, affording evidence of the reluctance 
of the assembly, from, as said, the state of the 
country,to re-enter upon the consideration of the . 
subject. It was, however,resolved on the follow- 
ing day (28th January) that the house would 
go into committee of the whole on the 22nd 
February, to take into consideration the mes- 
sage of the late administrator-in-chief, (Sir 
Gordon Drummond) of the 2nd February last. 
The matter, nevertheless, lay over to nearly 
the close of the session, Mr. Stuart having 
occasion to absent himself in attendance upon 
his private affairs at Montreal where he resided ; 
but, in the meantime, measures were concerted 
and a negociation carried on at once to paralize 
his measures, recompense Mr. Sewell for the 
ill treatment he had experienced, and relieve 
the government from the embarrassing dilemma 
in which it was placed, and which perfectly 
succeeded. The game was as follows : — 

A provision had been made, as previously 
seen, for a salary to the speaker (Mr. Papineau) 
of the assembly during the last parliament, 
but none as yet, for the present. Here was 
a groundwork to proceed upon, with a prospect 
of success. Mr. Sewell was speaker of the 

• " Yeas — Messrs. Gauvreau^ Bruneau, Bellet, Huot, Sherwood, 
Viger, A. Stuart, J. Stuart, Cuvillier, and D6n6chau,— 10.) 

" Nays — Messrs. Borgia, Vanfelson, Panet, V^zina, Gugy, Ogden, 
Davidson, Tascherejati, M'Cord, Dumont, Allsopp, Cockburn, D^lig- 
ny, Mayrand, Lacombe, Malhiot, Richer, Cherrier, Lagueux, Des- 
sauUes, Bondy, Fournier and Souligny,-— (23.) 
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chajs. legislative council, and enjoyed its confidence 
^^ to an eminent degree. That body had asserted 
1817. the claim of its speaker to a salary, ais well 
as that of the lower house, and it was evident 
that no bill making a provision for the one 
would pass in the council, unless with a like 
provision for the other. 

The assembly voted on the eleventh of 
March, addresses to the governor " represent- 
ing to his excellency that the house being 
impressed with the propriety and necessity of 
remunerating the speaker thereof, by an annual 
salary, for the arduous and important duties of 
his high office — humbly prayed his excellency 
would take the same into consideration, and 
allow him such annual salary as he should deem 
an adequate and sufficient remuneration there- 
for, from the commencement of the present 
parliament to the efld thereof, and that he 
would direct the same to be charged upon and 
taken from the funds raised under the act for 
the payment of the salaries of the officers of the 
legislative council and house of assembly, 
assuring his excellency that if those funds 
proved insufficient the house would make good 
the same,'* — and, furthermore, that " his excel- 
lency would be graciously pleased to confer 
some signal mark of the royal favor on Dame 
Louise Philippe Badelard, widow of the late 
honourable Jean Antoine Panet, late speaker 
of the house, in testimony of the great and 
eminent services performed by him to his 
country, for the space of twenty years and 
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upwards, during which he had, with such dis*- chap. 
tinguished ability and integrity, presided in the ^^ 
chair of that house without any recompense or isn, 
remuneration, and to the great detriment of 
his health and fortune — assuring his excellency 
that whatever expenses he should think proper 
to be incurred on that account, the house would 
make good the same to his Majesty." 

In answer to the former of these addresses, 
his excellency informed the messengers, who 
waited upon him, with them, that — 

" The legislative council having, by their address of the 
fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, 
stated, that that house is impressed with the expediency of 
remunerating their speaker also by an annual salary, for the 
arduous and important duties attached to his high office, and 
having prayed that such measures may be adopted for that 
purpose as may seem meet, he would readily comply with 
the wishes of the assembly^ and make an adequate and pro- 
per remuneration for the services and duties of the speaker 
of that house, from the commencement of the present pro- 
vincial parliament to the end thereof, upon being enabled to 
make a similar provision for the speaker of the legislative 
council, for the 8ame period." 

In answer to the latter, he acquainted them, 
that in compliance with their request, and in 
consideration of the sense he entertained for 
the long service and great merit of the late 
speaker, he had, in his Majesty's behalf, con- 
ferred an annuity on his widow of three 
hundred pounds currency during her life. 

Upon receipt of these answers the house 
of assembly immediately resolved nem con : — 

^' That an humble address be presented to his excel- 
lency the governor in chief^ stating that, inasmuch as 
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Chap. ^^^ excellency has taken into consideration the address of 
XXI the legislative council, of the fourth of March, one thousand 
^''^v^ eight hundred and fifteen, to the then governor, representing 
1817. the expediency of remunerating their speaker, by an annual 
salary, for the arduous and important duties attached to his 
high office, and praying also the then governor to adopt such 
measures, as to him might seem meet, and his excellency 
having been pleased in consequence to allow an annual sala- 
ry to the speaker of that body, this house assures his excel- 
lency, that in making good the sums v^hich his excellency 
may cause to be expended for the payment of the salary of 
the speaker of the assembly, this house will also make i^ood 
the sums which his excellency may cause to be expended 
for the payment of the salary of the speaker of the legisla- 
tive council.'' 

This address being presented to the gover- 
nor, he sent, on the 17th March, a message to 
the assembly to inform them that,in consequence 
of their addresses, he had conferred, on each' 
of the speakers, an annual salary of one thou- 
sand pounds currency, from the commence- 
ment, of that parliament, until the end thereof 

This seasonable communication was decisive 
of the matter in dispute with respect to the 
impeachments, which stood for discussion, on 
the 19th of March. Accordingly, when, on 
that day, the order was read for going into 
committee, to take into consideration the mes- 
sage of the administrator in chief to the 
assembly, dated the second day of February 
one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, it was 
first moved, by Mr. Sherwood, that the order 
of the day be postponed till the 27th March 
instant, and that a call of the house be made 
on that day. But it was then moved by Mr. 
Qg-den in amendment, "that the said order of 
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the day be discharged, and that the subject ehap 
matter thereof be taken into consideration at ^^ 
the next session of the provincial parliament." isn 
Long and warm debates ensued which con- 
tinued until the foHowing morning, when, upon 
a division of the house, the motion in amend- 
ment prevailed, (22 against 10*) disposing of 
the matter by postponement ; in other words, 
virtually retracting the impeachments which a 
former assembly had brought against the chief 
justices, and absolving them both, after having 
recompensed Mr. Sewell for the trouble and 
anxiety to which they had put him ; his income 
now, in his double capacity, of chief justice of 
the province and speaker of the legislative 
council, exceeding c£2,500, sterling, a year. 

Never was cause more powerfully advo- 
cated, nor a more brilliant display of oratory 
and talents exhibited, than by Mr. Stuart on 
this occasion, who must have felt that he was 
contending against the current, and that there 
was a preconcerted and foregone conclusion 
on the subject, which it was in vain to struggle 
against. Abandoned by the party whom he 
hitherto led, or had imagined himself to lead, 
this put an end to his connection with it, and 
he finally took his leave of ihem in disgust, 
returning on the morrow of their desertion of 
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Yeas — Messrs. Huot, Bellet, Bruneau,Viger, Badeaux, Tasche* 
reau, Languedoc, Allsopp, Panet, V^zina, Despr^s, Gauvreau, Roy, 
Duchesnois, Jones, Cockburn, Vanfelson, Turgeon, M'Cord, Ogden, 
Gugy, and DessauUes. 

" Nays — Messrs. James Stuart, A. Stuart, Sherwood, Davidson, 
Borgia, Cuvillier, Brehaut, D^n^chau, Lagueuz, and O'Suilivan." 
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Chap, hin and bis dBfeat, to Montreal, in pursuit of 

^^his private avcrcations^ appearing no more in 

1817: pariisimeni^until afterwards, towards the condii- 

siofi of lord Balhousie's administration, when 

appointed attorney general, and then but loir a 

session. 

Besides the appropriations* of relief pi%Tt- 
ously mentioned,, fifty-five thousand pounds 
were roted for the improvement of internal 
cofiununicatioQS, and: upwards of two thousand 
pounds for the encouragement of vaccine^ inocu- 
ladooi The revenue of the year ending, on the 
IsA January, 1817, amounted to ^138,791 cur- 
rency, (exclusive of the expenses o{ collection, 
£5,8$4,) and the expenditure to £73,638 ster- 
ling, including .£24,495, paid as the proportion 
of duties to Upper Canada, for the<year 1815, 
The; e]q)enses of the legislature, for the same 
period, were <£3,203, cuirency ; the salarieis 
o£ the judges which had been, heretofore, <£750, 
steiiling^--it now appeared by the public ac- 
counts, were increased, since the IQth May, 
181ft, to £900 sterling, (£1000 currency,) but 
by what authoriity is not stated, though proba- 
bly by order from home, upon their application. 
The balance of monies, according to those ac- 
couQls, remaining^ unappropriated) and' at the 
disposal: of the legislature, was £1409153, 
currency. The revenue was in fact productive 
anfl" the country flourishjng; 

Tl]^ govempr closed this, long and^ important 
s.§§suwn QQJlji^. aadM^rch,, mih a, brief speech, 
thafiJong the legislature for the readine^^ with 
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which the supplies reqvired for reUfevifvg fh!e cimp 
distressed parishes and other pnHic 'sertrices ^^ 
had been granted ; and impressing upon tlielr "J^ 
minds the necessity of using their iaftuence to 
cherish and encoorage tbiU; spirit of k)y^ky, 
industry and harmony, so essetrtial to Ae pros- 
perity and happiness of the people. 

The Montreal bank, the first institution of 
the kind in Canada, was set on foot this sum- 
mer by an association of nterchants in that 
city, whose example was followed, soon after, 
by those of Quebec, in the establishment of 
the Quebec bank, the intended utility of bodi of 
which, to the trade and general interests of the 
country, has been fully realized by those and 
other banks subsequently formed with die view 
of facilitating commerce. The appearance of 
the first Reamer on the St. Lawrence, between 
Quebec and Montreal, has been mentioned in 
the first volume. The following quotation from 
the Upper Canada Gazette of the 1 7th July, 
1817, announces the expected appearance 
of the first steamer on the waters of that pro- 
vince, and the great lakes of Canada. The 
anticipations of the writer have been more than 
realized in the splendid conveyance^ which the 
traveller now finds from Quebec to Kingston, 
and thence daily traversing those magnificent 
expanses of inland fresh water seas, to Cleve- 
land, Detroit, and onward to Chicago, on lake 
Michigan : — 

<< A small steamboat is aow building at Prescott, intend- 
ing to pass between tbat port and Kingston, and another aX 
Ernest Town, for the bay of Qui^tQ, U \^ wi^ ^"^"^ ^wssa 



292 

Chap. Steamboats are building on lake Erie. We may confidently 
XXi. expect that the period is not far distant when there will 
^^^v^be a continued chain of steamboats from Quebec to 
1817. Queenston, and thence (except the Portage by the falls 
of Niagara,) to Drummond Island, on lake Huron. The 
impediments to the navigation of the St Lawrence, may, 
and we hope will shortly be removed, at a comparatively 
small expense, when the transport of merchandise and pro- 
duce may be effected at so moderate a price, and in so short 
a time, as to bid defiance to any efforts the americans can 
make, by means of their long projected canal, to divert the 
natural channel of commerce of the whole of the country 
bordering on the lakes : that portion of the States, situated 
nearest the Mohawk River, will, of course, find the canal 
the cheapest mode of conveying their produce to market ; 
but those more distant, will prefer, for the same reason, the 
old channel. 

From the prorogation of parliament to the 
following session we meet with no incident of 
any piiblic moment. The legislature met on 
the 7th January, 1818. The governor in- 
formed them that the liberal provision made at 
the previous meeting, not only for the immedi- 
ate relief of the suflferers, but also for furnish- 
ing the husbandmen with seed wheat and other 
grain, for the season, had been attended with 
the happiest consequences : — 

<^ I have received the commands of his royal highness the 
Prince Regent, to call upon the provincial legislature to vote 
the sums necessary for the ordinary annual expenditure of 
the province. — These commands will, I am persuaded, 
receive from you that weighty consideration, which their 
importance deserves. 

^^ Gentlemen of the house of assembly, — In pursuance of 
these directions, which I have received from his Majesty's 
government, I shall order to be laid before you, an estimate 
of the sums which will be required to defray the expenses 
of the civil government of the province, during the year one 
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thousand eight hundred and eighteen ; and I desire you in chap. 
his Majesty's name to provide, in a constitutional manner, XXL 
the supplies which will be necessary for this purpose. I ^^v^^ 
shall also order to be laid before you the accounts of the^^^^- 
public revenue and expenditure for the last twelve months, 
by which you will be enabled to ascertain the means of 
supply that are at your disposal ; and I ^anticipate, with 
confidence, a continuance of that loyalty and zeal for his 
Majesty's service, on your part, which I have hitherto 
experienced, and a ready execution of the offer which you 
made on a former occasion, to defray the expenses of his 
Majesty's government, with a liberality that did you honor." 

The assembly, in answer ta his excellency's 
speech, observed : — 

'^ Your excellency has done us justice in expressing your 
confidence in our loyalty and zeal for his Majesty^s service, 
and expressing your hope of our fulfilling, during the pre- 
sent session, those offers which a sense of duty and gratitude 
heretofore impelled the commons of this province to make, 
of defraying the civil expenditure of his Majesty's provincial 
government.'* 

This call of the regent, was received by the 
public with satisfaction. The settlement of a 
provincial civil list, and controul of the public 
expenditure by the assembly, had been long 
desired, and given rise, as we have seen, to 
much heat and some trouble, and it was now 
hoped that a provision, once for all, on the 
subject, would set it at rest. But the matter 
was not contemplated in the same point of 
view by all who looked towards it. Instead of 
tranquilising it helped, as the sequel will shew, 
to bring on, after some years of agitation on 
that and other subjects, still greater difficulties 
than before, ending unhappily, in disaster and 
blood. Some saw in it, indeed, but the m.e^\^% 

B 6 2 
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Chap, of giving efficiency to the government, for its 
^^^ ordinary indispensable action, by a permanent 



1818. provision for the purpose, and of a salutary 
and constitutional check upon the executive 
government annually, as to the extraordinaries, 
which, in the rising and improving state of the 
colony, it necessarily must recur for, year after 
year to the assembly. Others seem to have 
viewed it as the means of establishing an un- 
due sway on the part of the commons of the 
province over the government, at variance with 
the form and spirit of the british constitution 
and subversive of it, by insisting upon the right 
of subjecting each department of the govern- 
ment to an annual vote for the supply neces- 
sary to carry it on, and every individual thereof, 
to an annual dependence upon the assembly,for 
the salary attached to his office, a pretension, 
if realised, that must at once change the con- 
stitution into a republic* 

* The civil list and financial difficulties, as they were termed, con- 
nected with it, being the prolific source whence all the other ques- 
tions that agitated Lower Canada sprung, and which the reader will, 
no doubt, follow through their various phases, with much interest, he 
may read with advantage, the following letters that passed between 
Sir John C. Sherbrooke and Earl Bathurst, the colonial minister, giv- 
ing rise to the " call" upon the legislature, " annually to vote sdl the 
sums required for the ordinary annual expenditure of the province." 

" Quebec, 18th March, 1817. 
'' My Lord, — In my despatch, No. 19, of the 23d August last, I 
had the honor of transmitting to your lordship a general statement of 
the permanent revenue of the province for the year ending 5th Janu- 
ary 1816. and of the ordinary and extraordinary charges upon it, by 
which your lordship would see that the permanent expenditure in 
that year exceeded the revenue appropriated to its discharge, by the 
sum of nearly i)19,000. — I now beg leave to call your lordship's atten- 
tion to the debt which, by this excess has, from year to year, become 
due by government to the province. 

" The amount which had accumulated to the end of the year 1812, 
was repaid into the provincial chest by sir George Prevost, from the 
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It being understood that the governor had chap. 
received despatches relating to the articles of xxi 
impeachment against Mr. justice Foucher, by,^[^ 

extraordinaries of the army ; but in the three years following, the 
excess of the permanent civil expenditure, amounting annually to 
£20,000, more or less, was taken out of the unappropriated monies of 
the province, and may, therefore, be now considered as a debt which 
government may be obliged to repay into the civil chest, whenever 
the province shall choose to call for it. 

" To this there is also to be added the deficiency in the year end- 
ing 5th January, 1817, which will appear to your lordship, from the 
summary, statement which I have the honor herewith to enclose. — 
This account states the balance at the disposal of the legislature, on 
the 5th January last, to bei)140,151 — but to make up this sum in the 
hands of the receiver general, a deficiency remained to be supplied of 
i7,472, and it also appears &atin the above balance there are includ- 
ed three sums amounting altogether to £35,463, which as they Have 
been charged against the province and considered as actual appropria- 
tions, though not called for, cannot be considered as part of the ba- 
lance at the disposal of the legislature. These, therefore, being added 
to the actual deficit of £7,472, form a total of £42,935, as the defi- 
ciency for this year, which, with the amount of the annual excess in 
the three preceding years,of the permanent expenditure over the perma- 
nent appropriated revenue, at the rate^of £20,000, more or less, in each 
year, makes the debt now due to the province to be about £120,000. 

'* Your lordship will, I think, agree with me that the practice of 
expending the provincial revenue for services for which the legisla- 
ture has not provided, has been, from the first, irregular, and that it 
would have been better if the annual deficiency of the permanent ap- 
propriated revenue to meet the charges upon it had been, in each 
year, made up from the extraordinaries of the army, instead of allow- 
mg a debt to grow up which may create confusion, embarrassment 
and misunderstanding. 

« It is true, that an account of the greater part of this unauthorised 
expenditure has, in each year, been laid before the legislature, and 
that no notice has been taken of it, nor objection made. But this does 
not render that expenditure the less irregular in the first instance, nor 
does it ensue that the legislature may not, at some future day, consi- 
der it as an unauthorised temporary expedient, and may assert the 
right of the province to the repaynient of the sum so expended in each 
year, without a regular appropriation. And it is further to be consi- 
dered, that the whole accounts are not laid before the legislature, there 
being a class of warrants to the amount of £6,000, on an average, 
yearly, (including principally the salary of the clergy and pensioners) 
authorised by his Majesty's government, which are thrown into a 
separate list, and have generally, hitherto, been provided for out of 
the extraordinaries of the army, though paid, in the first instance, out 
of the civil chest. Of these warrants I enclose your lordship an 
abstract of the last year. 
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Chap, which their adjudication, it was said, was to be 
^^^' left to the legislative council, an address to his 



1818. excellency on the subject, was proposed, and 

" Tour lordship will concur with me as to tiie necessi^ of rescuing 
the finances of the province from the confusion into which they Itave 
fallen, by the expenditure, from year to year, of its unappropriated 
monies ; and the questions that, upon the whole matter, anpear to me 
to arise for your lordship's consideration, are these : — witn respect t» 
the past, whether the large debt which I have above stated to have 
accumulated shall be rejjaid from the extraordmaries of the amy, oi 
whe^er it would be advisable to call on the legislature to cover k by 
a general appropriation : — and with respect to the future, whether the 
the annual deficiency created by the excess of the annual permanent 
expenditure over the permanent revenue appropriated to its discbavge, 
shall, in each year, be made up from the extraordinaries of the Bxmjr 
or whether it will be adviseable to submit to the legislature at the 
commencement of each session, (as the practice is in Nova Scotia and 
other colonies) an estimate of the sums that will be required for the 
civil list, and to call on them to make provision accordingly. Ob 
these several points, I earnestly entreat your lordship will favour me 
with particular instructions. 

** I have the honor to be, &c., 

(Signed) " J. C. SHEKBROOKE." 

Answers to the above from lord Bathurst to Sir J. C. Sherbrooke :— 

" Downing Street, 3l8t August, 1817. 

" Sir, — ^I have not failed to take into my serious consideration that 
part of your despatch. No. 19, which relates to the debt which has 
become due to the province, in consequence of an accimiulation, dur- 
ing the last four years, of the annual excess of the actual expenditure 
beyond the appropriated revenue of each year. I entirely concur with 
you in the opinion which you have expressed, that the annual settle- 
ment of the accounts of each year, between government and the pro- 
vince, would have been at once the most expedient course, and most 
likely to prevent any interruption of a mutual good understanding. 
Under existing circumstances, however, the only point for considera- 
tion, as far as relates to the past, is, whether the legislature may not 
fairly be considered as having sanctioned this appropriation of the 
fiinds, by not objecting to it, when submitted to their notice, or whe 
ther any further measures are required either for legalising the appro- 
priation itself, or for repaying the debt, which, under other circum- 
stances, may be considered due to the province. 

« With respect to some part of the expenditure, the silence of the 
legislature must be interpreted into an approbation of it, for they could 
not but think themselves bound to make good the deficiency of the 
fluids appropriated by them to specific objects,— such, for instance, as 
the charge for the Trinity House, and the payment of the officers of 
the legislature, which have, I believe, uniformly exceeded the amount 
of the funds raised under the'dSd, 45th, and 51st of the king ; and I, 
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after some debates, carried in that house. — chap. 
It prayed his excellency to inform the^^ 
house, whether his royal highness the Prince igis. 

therefore, see no objection to considering the silent admission of the 
accounts submitted to them as an implied approbation of the accounts 
themselves, and of the manner in which they have been discharged. 
With respect to the future, I consider it certainly more advisable, 
that the legislature should be annually called upon to vote all the 
sums required for the ordinary annual expenditure of the province. 
No rational ground can be assigned why the salaries of the pensioners 
for provincial services, and of 3ie clergy, should not be paid by those 
who benefit by their labours ; and there is every reason against charg- 
ing them on me extraordinaries of the army of this country, as has 
hitherto been the practice, nor indeed with respect to other charges 
usually defrayed out of the extraordinaries, do I see any reason except 
in very special instances, for adhering to a practice which, as it had 
its origin m the inadequacy of the colonial revenue to meet the annual 
expenditure, ought not to survive the state of things in which it 
originated. 

'< I have the honor to be, &c., ♦ 

(Signed) " BATHURST." 

" His excellency lieut. gen. Sir John C. Shebbrook£." 



'' Downing Street, 8th September, 1817. 

" Sir, — With reference to that part of my despatch. No. — , of the 
31st ult., which instructs you to call upon the legislature of the pro- 
vince to provide annually, for that part of the provincial expenditure 
which has heretofore been defrayed out of the army extraordinaries, 
it appears to me necessary to prepare you for the possible, though I 
trust, not probable contingency of the house of assembly voting that 
part of the pension list which provides the stipends of the roman 
catholic clergy, and omitting the other part which has reference to 
the maintenance of the protestant establishment. You will be care- 
ful, in such case, to use every means in your power, for procuring 
the rejection of such a partial vote in the legislative coimcil ; or in the 
event of its being carried there also, you will not consider yourself 
authorised to give your assent to any vote, unless it shall make the 
usual provision for the protestant as well as the roman catholic estab-- 
lishment. If it should be proposed in the assembly to vote the stipends 
of each clerpn^ separately, you will guard against the probability of a 
partial provision, by taking care that no proceeding be had in the 
council, on the provision for the roman catholic church, until that for 
the protestant church shall have been duly made by the assembly. 

« I take this opportunity of caUing your particular attention to the 
necessity of vigilantly guarding against any assumption, on the part 
of the legislative assembly, of a power to dispose of public money, 
without 3ie concurrence of the otner branch of the legislature. A 
claim to such a privilege has been formerly advanced by them, but 
has hitherto been successfully resisted ; and, as the necessity of th«> 
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Chap. Regent had signified his pleasure upon t3i^ 
^^ address presented by the legislative council to 
1818. his excellency last session, to be laid at tlie 
foot of the throne, relative to the articles of 
complaint against the honorable Louis Charles 
Foucher ; and in case his royal highness had 
signified his pleasure thereupon, that his excel- 
lency would be pleased to communicate to 
them the same, or such part thereof, as in his 
wisdom, he might think proper. 

In answer to this, a message came down to 
both houses from the governor^ informing them 
that having transmitted their addresses of the 
previous session to the Prince Regent, he had 
it in command from his royal highness to sig- 
nify his decision that, in this and all similar 
cases of impeachment by the assembly, the 
adjudication pt the charges preferred against 
the party accused, should be left to the legis- 
lative council. He further informed them, that 
not having received from his royal highness 
any instructions as to the manner in which this^ 
his decision was to be carried into execution, 
he had been under the necessity of recurring 
to his royal highness for his pleasure in this 
respect, and for such instructions as he might 
see fit to give thereupon, and which when 

whole legislature concurriDg, in order to give validity to a grant of 
public money, is almost the only substantial check upon ^e pro- 
ceedings of the assembly, you will, I am sure, concur with me in 
opinion that it Is more than ever necessary that it should not be re- 
la):ed or abandoned. 

** I have the honor to be, &c., 

(Sgned) " BATHURST," 

<< His excellency Ileut. general Sir John C. Sherbrooke." 
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received he would not fail to communicate, chap. 
as soon thereafter, as might be practicable. ^^^* 

An address of thanks by the legisUtive coun- sus. 
cil to the Prince Regent,, was drawn up and 
forwarded through the governor to his royal 
highness, for the signification of his most gra- 
cious pleasure in answer to the address from 
that house, of the previous session, ^* that in 
the case of Mr. justice Foucher, and in all 
cases of impeachment by the assembly of this 
province, the adjudication of the charges pre- 
ferred against the party accused, shall be left 
ta the legislative council" — " We at the same 
time" — they said, — " humbly beg leave to as- 
sure your royal highness, that the'great and 
important parliamentary privilege conferred 
upon the legislative council, is considered by 
this house as the highest mark of confidence 
that the crown can bestow upon it, and that it 
will ever be the earnest wish and endeavour of 
this house so to discharge the important duties 
which, under this arrangement will devolve 
upon the legislative council, as to give com- 
plete satisfaction to your royal highness, and 
to all classes of his Majesty's subjects in this 
province." 

This decision of the regent raised the legisla- 
tive council, which had recently been increased 
in numbers by the introduction of some new . 
members, on the recommendation of the gover- 
nor, much in its own estimation, and several of 
the body were for immediately taking cogni- 
zance of the articles of impeachment against Mr. 
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Chap. Foucher. No movement to that purpose, how- 
^^^ ever, was made in the assembly, where an opi- 
1818. nion prevailed that, to give eflFect to the views 
of the Regent in the matter, an act of the pro- 
vincial legislature was necessary. It was, 
nevertheless, moved in the legislative council, 
to resolve " that the declaration of the royal 
pleasure contained in his excellency's message, 
doth vest in the legislative council full and 
complete authority to enter on the immediate 
exercise, if necessary, of the constitutional and 
parliamentary privilege thereby granted to this 
house.'* The chief justice and others in the 
council, were of opinion that the declaration of 
itself was not sufficient to authorise the house 
to form itself into a judicial body, and that a 
special commission for the purpose was requi* 
site- This opinion prevailing, the proposed 
resolution was lost, after some long and warm 
debates upon it, during the greater part of two 
days. The governor, by referring the matter to 
to the government at home, probably acted upon 
the advice of the chief justice, but no definite 
answer on the point has ever been comniuni- 
cated to the legislature, and to the present 
time, (1848) it remains undetermined.* 

• The only further communication on this matter, to the legisla- 
ture, was made at the following session, by the duke of Richmond, 
to the assembly, being in terms as follows : — 

'' The governor in chief acquaints the house of assembly, that be 
has received the instructions of his royal highness the Prince Regent, 
as to the manner in which his royal highness' commands respecting 
the proceedings of the house of assembly against Mr. justice Foucher. 
which were communicated to the assembly by message, upon the se- 
sond day of March last, are to be carried into execution. 

" His royal highness the Prince Regent, considers it most advisea- 
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The estimates for the civil expenditure were chap. 
sent down late in the session. They amounted ^^ 
to £73,646, currency. To meet this, the funds i8is. 
already by law provided for the purpose, would 
amount, it was stated, to £33,383, upon an 
average of the last three years, leaving a ba- 
lance to be provided for, of £40,263, for the 
current year. — This was voted after long de- 
bates on the subject, during nearly a w^eek, and 
by an address of the house to the governor, the 
amount was placed at his disposition, the fur- 
ther consideration of the matter being post- 
poned to the next session, when it was propos- 
ed that the civil list should be provided for by 
bill, to put it upon a proper constitutional 
footing. 

Some important acts were passed this ses- 
sion ; among them one incorporating a com- 
pany, with authority to open a navigable canjil 
from Chambly to St. John's, to avoid the ra- 
pids, between those places. — The comjpany 
did not, however, take effect, and the work 



ble, and has accordingly been pleased to direct, that the assembly, 
previous to any ulterior proceedmgs, do adduce without delay, and do 
deliver to his grace the governor in chief, such documentary evidence 
as they may consider adequate to support the charges which they have 
brought agauist Mr. justice Foucher, and that copies of such charges, 
of such documentary evidence, and of the examinations already taken 
and annexed to the charges, be then transmitted by his grace the 
governor in chief, to Mr. justice Foucher, for his answer and defence. 
<< And his royal highness has been fur^er pleased to direct, that 
the answer and defence of Mr. justice Foucher, be by his grace the 
governor in chief, communicated to the assembly, for their reply, and 
3i^t the whole of the documents, as soon as the reply of the assembly 
shall be received, shall be by him transmitted to ius royal highness 
the Prince Kegent, for such further course as the case may require.'' 

VOL. II. C C 
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Chan, was subsequently undertaken and accomplish- 
^^ ed at the expense of the province. — ^Another 
1818. was passed for establishing a watch and night 
lights, in each of the cities of Quebec and 
Montreal. An act to encourage agricultwe, 
and another authc^ising the appointment . of 
commissioners for improvilig the communica- 
tion by water with Upper Canada, were also 
passed. An effort was made towards obtaining 
an indemnity to the memibers of the assembly, 
for their attendance at the session, but failed. 
The revenues for 1817, amounted in the 
total to £108,^25, currency, and expenditure to 
£116,920, sterling, inckding £19,426 to Up- 
per Canada, for its proportion of the duties 
levied in Lower Canada, in 1816. The ex- 
penses of the legislature were £16,173, includ- 
ing the salaries to the two speakers, £3^^65 
for contingencies from 1st May, ISl-S — and 
<£3,945 for books purchased few the library of 
the -assembly. Three hundred and thirty -foiff 
vessels, containing in all 76,559 t<H)s, including 
one built at Quebec, and employing 3,950 
- men, were cleared out from Quebec, during 
this summer. The merchandize imported, 
upon which the duty of 2| per cent, was levied, 
amounted to £672,876, currency. 

The governor being, from ilbess, unable to 
go down to the council chamber, to prorogue 
the legislature, the members of the two bouses 
waited upon him at the castle, for the purpo^, 
on ike 1 st of April, aiid were dismissed wkh 
his best acknowledgments for the assiduity 
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with which they had despatched the public cba p. 
business. ^^^' 

Sir John C. Sherbrooke's ill health, had igis. 
induced him to request his recall from the 
government ; but, indeed, be made no scruple 
in expressing frequently his dislike of the 
" dirty work," as he expressed it, expected of 
him, in the position he occupied, and his deter- 
mination to withdraw from it as soon as possi- 
ble. He was relieved by the duke of Rich- 
mond, and sailed on the 12th of August, for 
England, in the Iphigenia frigate, receiving, on 
the eve of his departure, from all classes and 
from various quarters, the most satisfactory 
addresses, and retiring from the government, 
evidently with much more gratification than he 
had come to it. 



The remains of the late general Montgomery which had reposed 
within the walls of Quebec, since his f3l before it, in the night of 
the 31st December,, 1775, were, this jrear, at the request of his 
widow, -Mrs. Montgomeiy, one of the Livingston family of tiie state 
of New Yoric, to sir John C. Sherbrooke, exhmned by his excellency's 
orders, and given up to major Livingston, a relation of that lady, 
to be conveyed by hnn for reinterment in the country in whose cause 
he had fallen. The exhumation was made, on the 16th June, 1818, 
in the presence of captain Freer, one of his excellency's personal 
staff— major Livingston, and a few other spectators, under the direc- 
tion of the late Mr. James Thompon of the engineer department, who 
forty-two years before, had laid the remains of Sie general in the ground 
with the bodies of his two aides de camp, Cheeseman and McPher- 
son, one on each side of him. The place of interment (the bastion 
south of St. Lewis gate, and immediately adjoining it,) had changed 
its appearance very considerably since 1775, owing to the demolition 
of an old powder magazine which stood there, and the erection of 
new buildinsp near it. Mr. Thompson, however, retained a suffici- 
ent recollection of the whereabout he lay, to dig for the coffin, and 
on removing the earth it was immediatly found where he stated it to 
be. Mr. Thompson one of the followers of general Wolfe, and 
present with him on the plains of Abraham where he so gloriously fell ; 
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Chap ^ "^^" ^ ^^^ ^^^ knew him can vouch, of the highest moral character 
XXi ^"^ respectability, gave the following certificate of facts, in order to 
satisfy the surviving, relatives and connections, of the late general 
^fT^ Montgomery, of the identity of the relics of which they were anxious 
1818. ^Q j^ possessed, and whereof there cannot be a doubt : — 

'* 1 James Thompson of the city of Quebec, in the province of Lower 
Canada, do testify and declare that I served in the capacity of an 
assistant engineer, during the siege of this city — invested during the 
years 1775 and 1776 by the american forces, under the command of 
the late major general Mon^omery. That in an attack made by the 
american troops, under the immediate command of general Montgixn- 
ery, in the night of the 31 st December, 1775, on a british post, at the 
southernmost extremity of the city, near Pres de Ville, the GJeneral 
received a mortal wound, and with him were killed his two aides de 
r juip. McPherson and Cheeseman, who were found in the morning 
oi' the 1st January, 1776, almost covered over with snow. — ^That 
Mrs. Prentice who kept an Hotel at Quebec, and with whom general 
Mv)ntgomery had previously boarded, was brought to view the body, 
after it was plac^ in the guard room, and which she recognised by a 
pai'ticular mark which he had on the side of his head, to bie the gen- 
eral's. That the body was then conveyed to a house (Gobert's) imme- 
diately opposite to the president's residence, by order of Mr. Cran^^, 
(who was president in the absence of the lieutenant governor) who 
provided a genteel coffin for the general's body, wmch was lined 
inside with flannel and outside of it with black cloth. — ^That in the 
nio:ht of the 4th January, it was conveyed by me from (Robert's house. 
and was interred six feet in front of the gate in a wall that surrounded 
a powder magazine, near the ramparts bounding on Louis gate- 
That the funeral service Avas performed at the grave by the reverend 
Mr. de Montmollin, then chaplain of the garrison. That His two 
aides de camps were buried in tneir clothes, without any coffins ; and 
that no person was buried within twenty-five yards of the general.— 
That I am positive and can testify and declare that the coffin of the 
late general Mongomery taken up on the morning of the 16th of the 
present month of June, 1818, is the identical coffin deposited by me, 
on the day of his burial, and that the present coffin contains the 
remains of the late general. I do further testify, and declare, that 
subsequent to the finding of general Montgomery's body I wore his 
sword, being lighter t^in my own, and on going to tne seminarv 
where the american officers were lodged, they recognised the sword, 
which affected them so much that numbers of them wept, in conse- 
quence of which I have never worn the sword since. 

'' Given under my hand at the city of Quebec, province of Lower 
Canada, 19th June, 1818. James Thompson." 



Erratum. — For " different," in the fourth line of page 269, read-^ 
indifferent — and for " views," in the nineteenth b'ne of same page, 
read— causes. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Arrival of the duke of Richmond — aseumed the govern- 
ment — meeting of the legislature— speech — estimaites of 
the expenses of the civil ^vernment — ^proceedings there- 
upon — hill passed making provision by itemSy for the 
expenses of the year — rejected in the legislative council — 
reasons of rejection — vetrious proceedings during the ses- 
sion — Mr. justice Bedard impeached — impeachment not 
sustained by the assembly*— Mr. jiffitice Foucher directed 
to resume his duties — proceedings relating to the revenue, 
and monies in the receiver general's hands — flastern 
Townships — message by the governor in chief relating to 
them — prorogation with expresenons of the governor's dis- 
pleasure — miscellaneous remarks on the public improve- 
ment and progress of internal communications, trade, 8lc. 
— revenue and expenditure of 1818— -Rideau canal com- 
menced (1819) — Mr.Plessis, roman catholic bishop visits 
Europe — ^lord bishop of Quebec, Mr. Mountain, returns 
from England — immigration— duke of Richmond visits Up- 
per Canada — his death— Mr. Monk administers the govern- 
ment — is superseded by Sir P. Maitland — dissolution of 
parliament — new assembly — declines entering upon 
business, the returns of members not being completed — ^ 
dissolution by the demise of his Majesty George the third 
— George the fourth proclaimed — earl of Dalhousie gover- 
nor in chief-^-arrives and relieves sir P. Maitland — 
general election — admirable speech of Mr. Papineau at the 
hustings. 

The appointment of the duke of Richmond, chap. 
to the chief command in british North America, ^^^ 
was received in Lower Canada with universal i8i8. 
satisfaction. The country, it was hoped, could 
not but thrive under a nobleman who had ad- 
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Chap, ministered, with success, the important garem- 
^^" ment of Ireland, and whose rank and influence 



1819. entitled him to the consideration of the impe- 
rial government. He assumed the administra- 
tion of affairs in this province, on the 29th July, 

1818. He was accompanied, pn his arrival 
from England, by sir Peregrine Maitland, (his 
son in law) appointed lieutenant governor of 
Upper Canada. 

The legislature met on the 12th January, 

1819, but accounts of the death of the queen 
having arrived, his excellency informed the 
two houses that although the fact had not 
reached him officially, yet he had no doubt the 
event had taken place on the sixteenth of 
November last. He, therefore, conceived it to 
be incumbent on them all, to adjourn the pub- 
lic business for such a space of time as should 
shew their respect to the memory of her Ma- 
jesty, and he consequently prorogued them to 
the 22d day of the month. 

On their reassembling, he opened the ses- 
sion with the following speech : — 

^^ Gentlemen of the legislative council, and gentlemen of 
the house of assembly, — The respect which we owed to the 
memory of her Majesty, our late revered queen, having been 
so far publicly manifested by your short prorogation, I now 
meet you with the assurance of my confidence in your zeal 
and assiduity, and on your union and loyalty, to promote by 
your labours, the best interests of this favoured province, in« 
separably connected with those of the mother country, and 
the honor of his Majesty's crown and government ; in the 
progress of which, you may rely on my most cordial support 
and assistance. 

'^ Gentlemen of the house of assembly, — ^His Majesty 
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having been pleased to accept the voluntary offer made by Chap, 
the representatives of the commons of this province, to pro- xxil. 
vide for the expenses of the civil government, measures '^j^;^ 
were adopted by your late governor in chief, Sir J. C. Sher- ' 
brooke, during your last session, to carry the same into effect, 
which you cheerfully supported ; but having, by his illness, 
been prevented from completing the appropriations required, 
I consider it necessary to call your immediate attention to 
this subject, by which his administration, so honorably con- 
ducted, may be in this respect, closed : and for this purpose I 
shall order the accounts of the actual expense of the civil 
government for the last year, and of the revenue collected 
during the same period, to be forthwith laid before you, in 
order that your course may be open to proceed on other 
financial objects. 

<* In like manner, the estimates of the expense for the pre- 
sent year, and of the amount of the revenue to be expected 
from the existing laws« will be prepared to be laid before you, 
that you may be able to attend to tbe whole of those mea- 
sures which more peculiarly originate with your branch of 
the legislature. 

^^ Gentlemen of the legislative council, and gentlemen of 
the house of assembly, — Your joint experience of the public 
affairs of this province, and your intimate acquaintance with 
the wants and interests of your fellow subjects, render it un- 
necessary for me, at this early period after my arrival, to call 
your attention to any particular objects of legislation ; I shall, 
in the course of the session, communicate to you by mes* 
sages, such matters as circumstances which may arise shall 
require. 

<< My earnest desire is to promote, to the utmost of my 
power, the prosperity of this rising colony ; and I have no 
doubt of experiencing, Srom the union of your proceedings, 
the most satisfactory results to the interests of his Majesty's 
people and government." 

The address of the assembly, in answer to 
the speech, was very complimentary to the 
governor personally, promising also that they 
would bestow their immediate attention on the 
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Chap, expenses of the civil government) with a view 
^^ to fulfilling their engagements on that head 
TsiT. The estimate of the expenses of the civil 
government for the year 1819, v^ras <£81,432, 
sterling, being upvirards of *£ 16,000 over that of 
the previous year. This sudden increase, with- 
out any ostensible necessity, created dissatis- 
faction, and indisposed the. generality of the 
assenibly, who disapproved of the advice that 
had induced the governor to make so large a 
demand upon the country upon his advent. 
The estimate was referred to a select commit- 
tee, by which, after being particularly examin- 
ed, a report recommending in strong terms 
retrenchment and economy was made. " Your 
committee" — they observed in conclusion — 
" are of opinion that this house, on making a 
suitable provision for such oflSces as are indis- 
pensably necessary, will also act in conformity 
with the desire and interest of the province at 
large, by making an unqualified reduction of 
those sinecures and pensions, which, in all 
countries, have been considered as the reward 
of iniquities, and the encouragement of vice ; 
which, in the mother country have been, and 
still are a subject of complaint, and which, in 
this province, will lead to corruption.'' — A pro- 
vision of c£8,000, sterling, a year, for pensions, 
was unwisely proposed in the estimate as ** the 
pension list at the disposal of his Majesty's 
representative, for rewarding provincial ser- 
vices, and providing for old and reduced ser- 
vants of the government and others." 



309 

A small party, in the assembly, was for mak- Chap. 
ing, as in England, a permanent provision for^^^ 
the civil list, during the king's reign. Others 1819. 
were for granting an aid annually, for the 
purpose, in addition to the fund already by 
law provided, which although as yet inadequate, 
was on the increase, and might in time suffice. 
The latter was the prevailing opinion. The 
former party also insisted that if a supply were 
annually to be voted, it should be in a round 
sum, without specification of the particular 
items or salaries, to each functionary, or 
department, as the apportionment, it was said, 
constitutionally belonged to the crown. The 
assumption of such a right, by the assembly, 
as fixing to each officer his salary, and that 
annually, would, it was contended, establish 
a direct controul, by that body, over every 
individual functionary of the civil government, 
subvert the authority of the executive, and 
virtually establish a democracy. The majority, 
nevertheless, were determined not only to 
apportion by items the supply in aid of the civil 
list, and expenditure which, as their own free 
gift or grant, they maintained they had an 
undoubted right to do ; but, also, to apportion 
the fund previously by law appropriated and 
vested for the purpose, in the crown, as a 
preliminary and condition of their grant in aid 
of it, in order to preserve a controul upon the 
total annual outlay. It was said that the 
quantum of aid annually to be supplied, de- 
pending much upon the frugality with which 
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Chap, the exceeutive appKed the rerenue, afready 
^^^"** at its disposal, an application of the whole 



1819. by items under a vote of the assembly 
and act of the legislature, was the onfy 
pledge the country could have to be de- 
pended upon, of a faithful apportionment and 
outlay of that fund. It is clear from the above 
that the assembly had no confidence in the 
executive government. 

The house of assembly, in committee erf the 
whole, accordingly went through the civil list ; 
fixing by its votes the several salaries to the 
various public functionaries, from the gover- 
nor's, (then 4,600 sterling) downwards to the 
humblest on the list. Several offices were 
passed over and omitted as unnecessary or sine- 
cures, and no provision made, by vote of the 
house for their salaries, in order that they might 
be abolished. A bill, in conformity to the votes, 
specifying them item by item was introduced, 
passed, and sent up to the legislative council, 
where it was roughly received and immediately 
rejected. The following resolution passed in 
the council on the subject, exhibits their views 
of it: — 

<^ That the mode adopted by this bill, for granting a sup- 
ply to his Majesty, to defray the expenses of the civil list, 
is unprecedented and uQCon8titutional» and a direct assumpo 
tion on the part of the assembly, of the most important rights 
and prerogatives of the crown. That were the bill to be 
passed into a law, it would pve to the commons of this pro- 
vince, not merely the constitutional privilege of providing the 
supplies, but the power also of prescribing to the. crown the 
number and description of its servants, and of regulating and 
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rewarding their services individually} as the assembly should, Chap. 
from time to time, jndge meet or expedient, by which means XXii. 
they would be rendered dependant on an elective body in- ^-^^'^ 
stead of being dependent on the crown, and might eventu- ^®^^" 
ally be made instrumental to the overthrow of that authority, 
which, by their allegiance, they are bound to support* 

^' That this house will proceed no further in the conside- 
ration of this bill.'' 

Among the occurrences of the session ihe 
following deserve to be noted- A bill for mak- 
ing a navigable canal from Montreal to Lachine, 
by a company incorporated for the purpose, 
was passed, but like that of the previous ses- 
sion> for the intended Chambly canal, never 
being acted upon, was superseded by a subse- 
quent enactment, making a provision from the 
funds of the province to effect that object. 
An appropriation of ^3,000, was made to 
enable the government to lay out lands for the 
officers of militia, militiamen, and others, who 
had served in Canada, during the late war 
with Ae United States, The militia laws 
underwent revision and some alterations (dis- 
approved of by the governor) were made in it, 
in particular to prevent the appointment of any 
person as an officer to a battalion, who should 
not be resident within the limits it occupied, 
and who was not an owner, or the son of an 
owner of real estate therein. Pierre B^dard, 
esquire, the provincial judge for the district of 
Three Rivers, was impeached by C. R. Ogden, 
esquire, a bairister practising in his court, for 
divers alleged high crimes and misdemeanors. 
The articles of impeachment were referred to 
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Chap, a select committee, who after an inquiry re* 
XXII. ported against them, and they accordingly fell 
lisiT to the ground.* The impeachment against 
Mr- Justice Foucher not being persisted in, 
although the house resolved itself, several 
times, into committee, to consider the message 
sent to it on the subject ;f that gentleman was 

* The articles of accusation against Mr. Bedard, were seven in all : 

*^ First — ^That he had totally disregarded the high and important 
functions of his office — prostrated his judicial authority to the gratifi- 
cation of personal malice — infringed the personal liberty of divers 
subjects of his Majesty, and by tj^rannical conduct disgraced the ele- 
vated judicial position in which he was placed. 

<' Second — That he had abused his powers as a judge, for pretended 
offences towards himself, in declaring the supposed aggressors guilty 
of the crime of contempt, in certain cases unauthorised by law, and 
by imposing upon them fines and disabilities, to which they were not 
by the laws of the land liable. 

'< Third — That he had uttered expressions derogatory to the honor, 
ability, and integrity of the other judges of the court in which he sat, 
and of the barristers therein, tending to reflect odium upon them, and 
brought the administration of justice, particularly in the district of 
Three Rivers, into disrepute and contempt. 

** Fourth — That he hsui conducted himself, in the discharge of his 
duties, in a violent and abusive manner, towards .the barristers, hav- 
ing accused them at divers times of high breaches of moral and pro- 
fessional rectitude, in a manner tending to subvert their characters 
and to destroy the confidence of their cEents and the public, in their 
professional knowledge and exertions. 

u Fifth— ThAt he had, on the Sd July, 1816, falsely, wickedly, and 
maliciously, contrary to his own knowledge and to law, causecf to be 
imprisoned in the common gaol of the district ofThree Rivers, Chas. 
Ricluutl Ogden, esquire, then and still being his Majesty's coimsel 
for the sara district, for an alleged libel and contempt against the 
provincial court in which Mr. Bedard was the judge. 

'< Sixth— That he had, on the 10th October, 1816, condenmed, ille- 
gally and in contempt of the Iftws of the province, and without any 
reasonable cause, Pierre Y^zina, esquire, an advocate practising in hu 
court, to pay a fine of ten shillings, for pretended contemptuous con- 
duct, and to be imprisoned until the fine was paid. 

** SeifitUh — ^That he had, while presiding in the court, on the sixth 
and seventh days of April, 1818, and at mvers other ^times, grossly 
and unjustifiably attacked the character of Joseph de Tommncour, 
esquire, a barrister in his court, charging him with dishonorable 
practices, &c., derogatory to his professional character, &c., andui 
gross violation of his own dignity as a judge." 

/ See note ante page 300. 
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directed^ shortly after the prorogatiooi to re- ckap. 
sume his functions as judge of th6 court of ^^' 
King's bench at Montreal. isi9. 

The vices in the judicature had long been a 
subject of complaint in Lower Can^ ; yet, 
no measure of^reform had as yet been pro- 
posed«^ The duke of Richniond now recom- 
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• In the lewkm df 1S15, a nerics <yf remltttiofiB was passed expla- 
natory of thtt reforms -wMch, in the Tiefw of the asaemUy, it -viras pro- 
per should be made in the jiidicatare} and upon them an address was 
voted to the re£[ent, in which we find the following : — 

" The experience of more than twenty years, has proved to his 
Majesty's faithful commons, that the constitution of the court of «^ 
peals, u this province, is not adapted to the attainment of the great 
objects of justice, uniformity and certainty, in legal decisions ; as the 
dhief justices who respectively preside in me courts of original jurisdic- 
tioA for the districts of Quebec and Montreal, in like manner usually 
preside alternately in the court of appeals ; and assisteilby four of hu 
Majesty's executive council, alternately revise the judgments rendered 
in the courts of original jurisdiction ; and thus the chief justice of the 
dktrict of Quebec, revises judgments rendered in the court over which 
presides the chief justice of the district of Montreal ; and the chief 
justice of the district of Montreal revises the judgments rendoned in the 
court, over which presides the chief justice of me district of Quebec ; 
and this inconvenience is by no means alleviated by the composition 
of this court, as to its other members; for the judgments of the courts 
of original jurisdiction^ in Which sit four judges educated in the law, 
are thus revised by a court composed of members of his Majeaty's 
executive council, whose rank m society, and whose attainments in 
other branches of learning, can but ill supply the want of legal 
knowledge 

** His Majesty's faithful commons most humbly beg leave to repre- 
sent also, that the oonstitation oi his Majesty's courts of criminal 
jurisdiction for this province, is ill adapted to uroduee uniformity and 
certainty in the administration of the criminallaw of England in this 
province; and that his Majesty's loyal subjects resident therein, do 
not, therefore, eiyoy the full b^efit of that wise and humane syatem 
of laws. 

« His Majesty's faithful commons also most humbly represent, that 
the district of Three Rivers, according to the present constitution of 
his Majesty's courts of original jurisdiction in thu province, as also 
the more remote parts of the diatricts of Quebec and Montreal, are 
subject to great and pacHliBr ineonvemences in the obtaining of 
justice. 

** His Majesty's faithjtol emnmoos beg leave to lay bafiHo your 
Royal Highness, cerUua npfetetionsof the house of assembly, expres- 
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Chap, mended the subject to the consideration of the 
^^ assembly. It remained, however, unattended 
1819. to, the executive having in that house no 

sive of the inconveniences which result from the present constitution, 
of the courts of justice, and indicating the nnieans which they humbly 
conceive adapted to remedy them ; and they do most humbly beseech 
your Royal Highness graciously to take the whole into your consid- 
eration, and to give instructions to the governor of this province, to 
sanction a bill, to be passed by the provincial legislature, upon the* 
principles of those resolutions ; or to ^ve such Erections and com- 
mands upon the subject of the present prayer of his Majesty's fJuthAil 
commons of this province, as your Roy&l Highness shaU deem meet." 

Among the resolutions alluded to above, the following deserve 
quotation, as bein^ the first decided expression, by the assembly, of 
tne propriety of withdrawing the judges from all participation in the 
political concerns of the province: — 

<' ResoIved^That it is expedient, in order to secure the indepen- 
dence, and the undivided attention of the judges to the administration 
of justice, th(|( they should not be witlicirawn from their judicial 
duties by anymher offices in the civil administration of the govern- 
ment of this province." 

In addition to the fore^oins, the following resolutions, on the same 
subject, were passed durmg me present session : — 

* << Resolved—That it it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
existing constitution of the courts established in this province, by vir- 
tue of the provincial statute of the thirty-fourth Geo. Ul., are not 
adapted to j[m)dace unifomnity or certainty in the administration of 
jnstice, either in civil or in criminal matters. 

" Resolved — ^That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is ex- 
pedient to idter the constitution of the provincial court ci[ appeals. 

** Resolved — ^That it is the o|»nion of this committee, that it is expe- 
dient to alter the constitution of the court of king's bench now estab- 
lished in tMs province. 

<< Resolved — ^That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is ex- 
pedient and necessary to estabbsh a superior and permanent tribunsd, 
ooth for the administration of justice in civil matters, and for the 
administration of justice in criminal matters, having jurisdiction co- 
extensive with the limits of the province, and that such superior and 
permanent tribunal be called the superior court of king's bench. 

<< Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is ex- 
pedient and necessary that a court of law, to be called the court of 
common or civil pleas in this province, be constituted and erected, 
composed of puisn^ ju8tices,who within die districts of Quebec, Mont- 
real and Three Rivers, shall have original jurisdiction, and may take 
cognizance of, hear, try, and determine, all causes of a civil nature, . 
and wherein tiie king is a party, (those ]mrely of admiralty jurisdic- 
tion exceptcxl) according to the laws <^this province." 
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ministry or members of the executive coun- chan. 
cil, or others in its confidence sufficiently ^xn. 
influential, in the body, to take up and*^^ 
carry into effect the governor's views, which 
were but in accordance with and pursuant 
to the suggestions of a former assembly. 

A committe;e of five members was named to 
draw up, first — a general statement of the 
receipts of the provincial revenue of the crown, 
$nd of the disbursements by the receiver gen- 
eral, from the date of the constitution to the 
present time. Secondly — a detailed statement 
of all the appropriations made by the legisla- 
ture, and of the amount paid upon each of 
them, by the receiver general, for the same 
period ; and to state the balance and count the 
monies in the hands of the receiver general, 
belonging to the province, and to report the 
whole with all convenient despatch, which, 
however, was never done, for what reason 
does not appear. A recommendation had been 
made to the assembly, at the previous session, 
by the governor, to make some provision for 
the relief of the eastern townships, already 
grown into importance, and feeling great 
inconvenience from the want of a local judica- 
ture ; the seat of the jurisdiction to which the 
inhabitants, scattered over a large tract of 
newly settled country, were subjected, being 
either at Montreal or Three Rivers, and so 
remote as to place justice almost beyond the 
reach of those who sought it, and exceedingly 
expensive and oppressive to those amenable to 
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Chap, it* The consideration of dieir sifQation, notb- 
^^^ing liaving then been done for them, was 



]^ accordingly recommended anew by the duke 
of Richmood) who, by a message, cafled the 
attentioni of die assembly to the general state 
of that part of the prorince, denomfamted the 
eastern townships, obsenrmg that the peculiar 
disadvantages under which this newly settled 
and thriving part of the proyince was placed, 
rendered it highly expedient that efficient legis- 
lative prorriision should be made, in cnrder to 
afford diem a foil enjoyment of those benefits 
which his Majesty's goremment desired 
i^uld be bad by all his subjects 4n the pro- 
yince. No legidatiye measure took place for 
their relief, however, until 1823, when the 
district of St. Frangis was erected, by act of 
the provincial parliament, and a provlQcial 
judge appointed to it, in virtue thereof 

Business being despatched, or so much of 
it, at least, as was intended by the asseiQbly 
should be ; the governor prorogued the session 
on the 24th of April, with expressions of dissat- 
isfaction at die proceedings (^ this branch : — 

<^You, gdndBmen of the legiokitive eouncil, have not 
d]9pppotnte4 my bopefi,''-*9aid bis grace,----^ and I beg to 
return ^ou mj tbaoka for the zeal and alaeritj jpu have 
shewn in 9II that niore iromi^diately belongs tp your bod]f . 

<< It 19 with mqcb concern I feel myself compeHed to say^ 
that I cannot express to yon, gentlemen of the assembly, 
the same sa^aetian, nor my approbation at the general 
rodttU pf yom: labours, (at the expense of ao much valuable 
time) anq of the principlef upon which they leftt^ as re- 
corded on your journals. 

<^ You proeeeded upon the documeits which I laid before 
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yoQ, to vote a part of the flutn required for the expenses o(q^^ i 
the year one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, but the XXII . 
bill of appropriation which you passed, was founded upon v«-v^ 
such principles, that it appears from the journals of the 1819. 
upper house, to have been most constitutionally rejected : 
his Majesty's government has been thus led without the 
necessary supplies for supporting the civil administration of 
the province for the ensuing year, notwithstanding the volun- 
tary offer and pledge given to his Majesty, by the resolve of 
your house, of the thirteenth of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and ten. 

^ << Gentlemen of the legislative council, and gentlemen 
of the legislative assembly, — I recommended to you, by 
special message, the consideration of the judicature act, 
for such amendments as should appear necessary to 
remedy any inconvenience which time and experience, 
in the course of the administration of justice, may 
have pointed out as expedient: and I much regret, that 
this important object has not been brought so far to an issue, 
as would have enabled me to transmit the result of your 
proceedings to his Majesty's minicrters, that the opinion and 
assistance of ,thto law officers of the crown in England, 
might have been obtained, m aid of the local knowledge 
and practical experience of those characters, in this province, 
who have had the best opportunity of studying and under- 
standing the subject* I trust, however, that you will be 
prepared to proceed effectually thereon, at an early day of 
the next session. 

'^ It is with some reluctance I have ^ven the royal assent 
to the militia bill, from a principle being introduced into it 
. of which I do not approve. The information given me of 
the inconvenience which would arise from losing certain 
services specially reposed in them, for which no other pro- 
vision is made by law, has induced me to assent to i^ in 
confidence that it will be amended in the next session of 
the legislature. The necessity of placing this local and 
constitutional military force, under proper and efficient 
regulations by law, is stronglv impressed on my mind, and 
no impediment should be in the way of assisting it, whether 
embodied or sedentary, with the services of half-pay officers 
settled in die province, or others from the regular forces, as 

J) d 2 
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Chap, well as those of enterprising ypang men, drawn from the 

XXII. cities or towns on any emergency. 

"j^^ " The population of this province affords excellent ma- 
' terials for a defensive army ; hut a general and proper selec- 
tion of officers is necessary, to make it formidahle to an 
active and enterprising enemy, and that selection must, in 
all cases, helong to the executive power only.« 

'* The present time affords you an opportunity of maturely 
deliberating on these important objects, and on others 
essentially necessary to be better considered. 1 recommend 
particularly to your attention, as individuals, the value of 
your constitution of government, which affords the most 
complete and ample protection and freedom of person and 
property, that can possibly be desired, and superior to 
every system of government enjoyed by any colony that has 
heretofore existed, your sister colony of Upper Canada 
excepted. And as branches of the legislature, it is of the 
first importance that you should fully understand your consti- 
tutional rights ; that privilege may not come into question 
with prerogative, and that while you maintain those rights, 
which respectively belong to you by the constitution, you 
may be equally careful of encroaching on each other, and 
respectively pay a due regard to the rights of the crown." 

This assumption of haranguing en maitrefinA 
of schooling the assembly, indulged in by the 
duke of Richmond as well as by Sir J. Craig, 
was very oflFensive and produced much ill 
blood. It was thought unbecoming in the 
representative of a constitutional king to the 
representatives in parliament, of a people 
enjoying a free constitution, to whom it could 
not be otherwise than irritating. What, it 
was asked, would be said of a sovereign of the 
united kingdom, who should take upon him- 
self so to rule his trusty and well beloved 
commons in parliament assembled ? Nothing 
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could be more adapted to wound the self chap, 
respect of the native colonists, and to alienate xxn 
their aflfections than the tone pervading those "J^j 
harangues, savouring rather of the language 
and spirit of an indignant lord and master, to 
his serfs, than of those from a wise and pru- 
dent governor of a british province, to a co- 
ordinate branch of the legislature of it. 

In proof of the progressive march of im- 
provement, in the communications by steamers 
on the lakes, a Montreal paper of the 16th 
May, makes the following remark. **The 
swift steamboat fValk in the Watery is in- 
tended to make a voyage early in the summer, 
from Buffalo on lake Erie to Michillimackinac, ' 
on lake Huron, for the conveyance of company. 
The trip has so near a resemblance to the 
famous argonautic expedition in the heroic, 
that expectation is quite alive on the subject." 
This trip is now, (1848) and for several years 
past, in the summer, of almost every day 
occurrence. The first steamer between La- 
chine and the Ottawa was also established in 
1819. Four hundred and nine vessels, in all, 
94,675 tons, employing 4,343 men, were dur- 
ing the last summer cleared out at Quebec, 
four of which were new and built there, the 
preceding winier. The amount of merchan- 
dise imported for the same year, paying the 
two and a half per cent duty, was £772,373, 
sterling. The gross revenue of the year was 
<£89,673, currency : but of this, after paying 
Upper Canada its proportion (18,673, stg;.\ 
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Chap. 

^^1^ and deductiBg expenses of collection, and 
^[^ other incidents, there remained but the net 
amount of £56,332, sterling. The expendi- 
ture of the year was .£127,379, sterling, 
included in which were £9,720 for the relief 
of parishes in distress, in 1817; <£45,270, on 
account of army bills and towards the interest 
thereupon; £14,988, to Upper Canada, in 
payment of its fifth of duties collected during 
1817, in Lower Canada— over and above all 
these are to be mentioned the salaries to officers 
of the legislature, including speakers and con- 
tingencies £13,420, currency. An article in 
the Quebec Mercury, (March 9, 1819) appa- 
rently from a well informed source, makes 
the population of Quebec, at this period, 
15,257 souls.^ The Rideau canal opening a 
communication between the river Ottawa and 
^ Kingston, in Upper Canada, was commenced 
this summer, an undertaking of great impor- 
tance, and at the expense of the imperial 
government. 

Mr. Plesis, the roman catholic bishop of 
Quebec, sailed for England in the beginning of 
July, this year, on a tour, intending to pass 
thence to the continent, visiting France and Italy 



DtPtsion. CMo' ProiM' Total of Dwelling 
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•Upper Town, 2100 1375 3475 424 

Lower Town, 2223 1020 3243 400 

St. John's. .. 3340 428 3768 545 

Subiirb8^St.Roch*s,..4178 433 4611 609 

St. Valuer's, 150 10 160 30 
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previous to his return- The prelate waschap. 
accompamed on his voyage, by his secretary ^^ 
Mr. Turgeau and by Mr. Lartigue, of the 1819. 
seminary of Montreal. The lord bishop of 
Quebec, doctor Mountains who had been 
some time absent from his dioceset on a visit 
to England, arrived at Quebec in H- M. ship 
Active, a few days after the departure of his 
confrere of the other church. In August an 
authentic report reached Quebec, that the 
pope had erected Canada into an archbishop* 
ric. " There is" — remarks the editor of the 
Quebec Mercury — " something in the reading 
of this power of the pope, within a brilish 
colony, that is not altogether pleasing to an 
english palate/' 

A considerable emigration from the united 
kingdom* (Ireland chiefly) into Canada, took 
place this season, the number of emigrants ^ 
landed at Quebec, during the summer, being 
12,434, many of them in very destitute cir- 
cumstances. A society was formed, and 
liberal subscriptions made for their relief; but 
this, besides being a public burden at the 
moment, bad a bad effect in holding out in- 
ducements to the advent of others, year after 
year, in the same miserable condition, and 
perpetuating the ta2( which for their relief the 
inhabitants mus imposed upon themselves.'^ 
The trade of th^e province was* however, 
rapidly increasing — the number of arrivals dur- 
ing 1819, at the port of Quebec, to the 12th 
October, being 612. 



322 

Chap. The duke of Richmond visited, in 1818, 
^^- soon after his arrival in the country from Eng- 
'J^ land, the upper province, to which he again 
paid a visit this summer, on a tour of inspec- 
tion, contemplating, it is said, important im- 
provements in the internal communications and 
military defences in the two provinces. He had 
nearly finished his tour, being on his way back 
to the lower province from Kingston to Mont- 
real via the new military setdements between 
the St. Lawrence and Ottawa, when he took 
ill, and after a few hours excruciating sufferin| 
died. His decease took place at Richmom 
on the Ottawa, the 28th August, 1819. His 
remains were brought to Quebec, and depo- 
sited, with great pomp and ceremony, in the 
protestant cathedral church, on the 4th Sep- 
tember; the civil and military authorities 
attending, and a vast concourse of citizens of 
all denominations, much affected by the pre- 
mature loss of this excellent nobleman. 

The government devolved, by the decease 
of the duke of Richmond upon Mr. Monk, the 
senior member of the executive council, who 
accordingly issued his proclamation, on the 
20th September, notifying his assumption of 
the government. He was, however, shbrtly 
after superseded by sir Peregrine Maitland, 
the lieut. governor of Upper Canada, who, as 
the military officer commanding the forces in 
the Canadas, was directed by orders from 
England, to assume, as administrator in chie^ 
the government of Lower Canada, until the 
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Earl of Dalhousie, promoted from the govern- chap. 
ment of Nova Scotia, to. the chief command of^^^^- 
the british north american colonies, should Ts^ 
relieve him, He, accordingly, repaired to 
Quebec, with his family, where he arrived on 
the 7th February, 1820, but immediately depart- 
ed for Upper Canada, again to meet the legis- 
lature of that province, which was summoned 
for the 21st of the same month, leaving Mr. 
Monk in charge of affairs in the lower province. 
This gentleman previous to his knowledge of 
the appointment of sir Peregrine Maidand, 
had, by a proclamation, appointed the 29th 
February for the meeting of the legislature. 
This resolution was changed after the arrival 
of the administrator in chief, and on the day of 
his departure for Upper Canada, (9th Feb.) 
Mr. Monk issued a proclamation dissolving the 
parliament, and appointing the 11th April, 
ensuing, as the day upon which the WTils for 
the new elections were to be returnable, ex- 
cept the writ for the county of Gasp6, the 
return whereof (one hundred days being then 
by law allowed for returns to writs of election 
for that county, owing to its remote situation 
and veant of roads to connect it with the seat of 
government) was, by the same proclamation, 
extended to the 1st June next ensuing. This 
unexpected and impolitic measure, which the 
experience of former administrations had 
shewn to be prejudicial to the executive, by 
weakening its influence in the assembly, could 
not be otherwise explained, than by the diflS- 
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chap.cultied which had ariden iadt se^irion, with 
^^^- respect to the civil Kdt. The elections, as on 
1820. former occasions, were decisively unfavorable 
to those, who, in accordance with the views 
of the executive, had sided with it and com- 
bated the bill as passed by the assembly, 
providing for the civil list by items, and accord- 
ingly few of them were returned. 

Sir Peregrine Maitland, having, aftera^ort 
session, prorogued the parliament of Upper 
Canada, returned to Quebec, and on the 1 7th 
March, relieved Mr. Monk of the government. 
The members, returned at the late elections, 
attended at Quebec, on the 1 1th April, in 
' expectation of a session at the return of the 
writs, and the administrator in chief accordingly 
went down to the council chamber, and opened 
the session with a short speech. After the 
assembly had reelected their late speaker, 
Mr. Papineau, the first subject to which thw 
turned their attention was an inquiry into their 
competence to proceed to the despatch of 
business, no member for the county of Oasp6 
having as yet been returned. In the meantime 
the governor sent a message to the house, 
recommending the renewal of certain acts of 
the legislature, to which Ho attention was paid. 
It being made apparent by returns ordered by 
the house to be produced and laid before it, by 
the clerk of the crown in chancery, that the 
number of fifty members, of which, by law, 
the assembly must consist, was not completed, 
it was, therefi^yre, unanimously resolved, that 
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the representation of the province being incom- chap. 
plete, no member having as yet been returned ^^ 
for Gasp6, V this house is incompetent, andi82o. 
cannot proceed to the despatch of busi- 
ness." The twelve months, within which the 
assembly ought by law to sit, were to expire 
on the 24th April, (the day twelvemonth from 
that on which the preceding session had closed 
last year) and unless a member were returned 
for Gasp6, on or before that day, so as to 
render the assembly competent for the dispatch 
of business within the year, it would become 
a question whether the late dissolution were 
not, in its consequences, a violation of the act 
of the imperial parliament, creating the consti- 
tution. These proceedings were formally 
communicated by address of the assembly, to 
the governor on the 20th April, who briefly 
expressed to the house his regret that the pub- 
lic business should be obstructed by its resolu- 
tions, which he observed, his duty constrained 
him to say, he did not admit to be in any re- 
spect well founded. The assembly, notwith- 
standing, persevered in their resolution, and 
refused to receive a message from the legislative 
council, by a master in chancery, against 
whom the door remained closed, aldiough he 
was the bearer of a bill passed by that body, 
and sent down for the concurrence of the 
assembly. In this state of self-alleged incom- 
petency the assembly remained until the 24th 
April, when the arrival of ofiScial news of his 
Majesty's death, of wlilch unofiScial accounts 
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Chap, by way of New York, had previously reached 
xx^^- Quebec, removed the dileifima, by affording 
1820. ^be administrator a constitutional ground for 
dissolving the legislature. Going down, there- 
fore, with the usual formalities, and summoning 
the attendance of the assembly, at the bar of 
the legislative council, he, without the least 
allusion to their proceedings, announced the 
King's demise, by which the crown of the 
united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
was rightfully come to his present most gracious 
Majesty George the fourth. The speaker of 
the legislative council, by command of the 
administrator in chief, then declared the pro- 
vincial parliament, in consequence of the 
decease of our late sovereign lord. King George 
the third, to be dissolved. Minute guns were 
fired, accompanied with the tolling of bells dur- 
ing this ceremony, after which a royal salute, 
of one hundred guns, in honor of his Majesty's 
accession took place, at the conclusion, where- 
of, the new King was solemnly proclaimed, 
on the Place d'Armes and other public places 
at Quebec, by the sheriff of the district and his 
deputy, in presence of the administrator in 
chief, attended by the civil and military heads 
of departments, the troops of the garrison 
under arms, and a vast concourse of citizens. 
The same formalities were observed at Mon- 
treal, Three-Rivers, and in other towns and 
villages throughout the province. 

The Earl of Dalhousie, relieved Sir P. 
Maitland of the government of Lower Canada, 
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on ihe 18th of June, 1820, the day of his arri- chap. 
val from Halifax, in H. M. S. Newcastle. ^^" 
The general election,consequent on the king's i^oo. 
demise, took place in June and July. A speech, 
at the hustings, by Mr. Papineau, late speaker 
of the assembly, on his reelection, conjointly 
with Mr. Garden, for the west ward of the 
city of Montreal, much spoken of at the time, 
and going, with great applause, the rounds of 
the journals, is, in all respects so faithful, as to 
deserve notice and a place in the annals of his 
native country. The testimony, on a subject 
of this nature, of one occupying the eminent 
public position which Mr. P. so long did, in 
the councils of the province, whose private life, 
whatever may be said of his political career, is 
unblemished and exemplary, and who then 
stood, and possibly, notwithstanding all that has 
occurred, still stands higher in the estimation 
of his compatriots than any other man living, 
will, in all time to come, be read with interest, 
whatever vicissitudes may still await the 
political course he has reentered upon : — 

^< Not many days have elapsed since we assembled on 
this spot for the same purpose as that which now calls us 
together — the choice of representatives. The opportunity 
of that choice being caused by a great national calamity, 
the decease of that beloved sovereign who had reigned over 
the inhabitants of this country since the day they became 
british subjects, it is impossible not to express the feelings 
of gratitude for the many benefits received from him, and 
those of sorrow for his loss, so deeply felt in this, as in 
every other portion of his extensive dominions. And how 
could it be otherwise, when each year of his long reign has 
been marked by new favours bestowed upon the country % 



328 

(^hap. '^^ enumerate these, and to detail the history of this country 
XXII. for so many years, would occupy more time than can be 
%,^v^ spared by those whom I have the honor to address. Suffice 
18 20. it, then, at a glance, to compare our present happy situation 
with that of our forefathers, on the eve of the day, when 
George the third became their legitimate monarch. * Suffice 
it to recollect, that under the french government (internally 
and externally, abitrary and oppressive) the interests of this 
country had been more frequently neglected and maUadmin- 
istered than any other part of its dependencies. In its esti- 
mation, Canada seenui not to have been considered as a 
country which, from fertility of soil, salubrity of climate, 
and extent of territory, might then have been the peaceful 
abode of a numerous and happy population ; but as a mili- 
tary post, whose feeble garrison was condemned to live in a 
state of perpetual warfare and insecurity — frequently suffer- 
ing from famine^without trade, or with a trade monopolized 
by privileged companies — public and private property often 
pillaged, and personal liberty daily violated— when year 
after year the handful of inhabitants settled in this provmce 
were dragged from their homes and families, to shed their 
blood, and carry murder and havoc from the shores of the 
great lakes, the Mississippi and the Ohio, to those of Nova 
Scotia, Newfoundland, and Hudson's bay. Such was the 
situation of our fathers: behold the change. George the 
third, a sovereign revered for his moral character, attention 
to his kingly duUes, and love of his subjects, succeeds to 
Louis l5lh, a prince then deservedly despised for his de- 
bauchery, his inattention to the wants of the people, and 
his lavish profusion of his public monies upon favorites and 
mistresses. From that day, the reign of the law succeeded 
to that of violence ; from that day, the treasures, the navy 
and the armies of Great Britsun, are mustered to afford us 
an invincible protection against e)cternal danger ; from that 
day, the better part of her laws became ours, while our 
religion, property, and the laws by which they were' 
governed, remained unaltered ; soon after, are granted to 
us the privileges of its free constitution ^an infallible pledge, 
when acted upon, of our internal prosperity. Now, reli- 
gious toleration ; trial by jury — that wisest of safeguards 
ever devised for the prp(ectioQ of innocence ;— sepDrily 
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against arbitrary imprisonment, by the privileges attached q^^^ 
to the writ of Habeas Corpus ; le^l and equal security XXll. 
afforded to all, in their person, honor and property ; the ^^^^^^ 
right to obey no other law than those of our own making ^821). 
and choice, expressed through our representatives ; — all 
these advantages have become our. birthright, and shall, I 
hope, be the lasting inheritance of our posterity. To secure 
them let us only act as british Subjects and free men."* 

Mr. Papineau's just appreciation, at this pe- 
riod of his political life, of the paternal treat- 
ment and protection Canada had ever expe- 
rienced, since it became part of the british 
empire, at the hands of its government, found 
a hearty approval in every truly british bosom, 
and rendered him ijot less popular with his fel- 
low subjects of british, than with those of his 
own origin ; a distinction, which unhappily, had 
now come fully into vogue between the two 
classes. But the really patriotic views he then 
entertained, have since, it seems, undergone a 
total change, and others of a different charac- 
ter been adopted in their stead, unprofitable to 
his country and himself, the more to be regret- 
ted, as the quiet redress of all real grievances 
and abuses of which theprovince may have had 
just cause to complain was within his reach. 
A man of his acknowledged talents and standing, 
mediating between the people and the govern- 
ment, confided in as he might have been by 
both, could not have failed, by a prudent and 
pacific course, to reconcile all jarring inte- 
rests, and to secure, without an effort, the 

* Extract from the speech of Mr. Papineau, to the electors of the 
west ward of Montreal, in July, 1820, when he was returned with 
Mr. Garden, lyithout opposition.— (Quebec Oazette.) 
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Chap, repose and prosperity of his country, and with 
xxii. jj^gj^ j^g gratitude. At all events, it is more 
1820. than probable that the affliction it has expe- 
rienced, and the position in which we find it 
to-day — a false one, as many will have it, but 
the necessary consequence of its own errone- 
ous policy, stimulated by the virulence and 
intolerant politics of that gentleman — might 
have been avoided — Happy, however, if he 
does not again succeed in plunging it into still 
deeper trouble, by a perseverance in his former 
agitation and another hegira. — No man in Ca- 
nada at the present hour is so esteemed by his 
countrymen, the Canadians of french orfgin, as 
Mr. Papineau — none so influential throughout 
the masses, for good or for evil to them, as all 
those observant of the times must perceive, as 
he. But their true interests cannot possibly 
lie in the direction he seems determined, at the 
time we are writing, to pursue, but the oppo- 
site. — Will he see it so, and have the wisdom 
to follow it ? 

The arrivals at Quebec this season, ( 1820) 
were in all 585 vessels, making 147,754 tons, 
and employing 6767 men, and the number 
cleared out 596, seven of which were built at 
Quebec the same year. The value of mer- 
chandise imported, paying the duty of two and 
a half per cent, was £674,556. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Opening of the new parliament by lord Dalhousie — speech 
— Mr. Papineau again speaker — address in answer to the 
speech — estimates of civil list and expenditure for the 
year — divided inlo chapters or classes — votes of the 
assembly and bill on the subject — rejected by the legisla- 
tive council — arguments 'pro and con — assembly tender 
the supply by a vote and address — governor's answer — 
various proceedings of the assembly during the session — 
vote the duke of Richmond's speech in proroguing the 
legislature a breach of privileges— proposed indemnity to 
members — Mr. Jas. Stuart proposed agent — salary voted 
— a bill passed for the purpose — rejected in the legislative 
council — address to the governor representing divers grie- 
vances — retrospect of the last twenty years — prorogation 
— miscellaneous matters — population of Canada since 
the commencement — parliament assembled — speech and 
address in answer — estimates for the year — ^assembly 
refuse to vote a permanent civil list — reasons of refusal 
and address to his Majesty — Mr. Marryat, M. P., named 
agent of the province, by resolution of the assembly — 
leg slative council protest against it — Mr. Marryat declines 
in consequence of the disagreement — assembly allow a 
revenue act to expire — no supply voted for the year — 
assembly resolve to hold receiver general responsible for 
all monies he should pay without legal authority — quorum 
of assembly increased from twelve to twenty-six mem- 
bers — Mr. Richardson a member of the legislative coun- 
cil in debates in that house makes certain remarks, 
which being reported to the assembly are deemed offen- 
sive — resolutions of the assembly and address on the sub- 
ject to the governor — his excellency's answer — resolution 
of the legislative council on the matter — message of the 
governor to the assembly on financial matters — address in 
answer to it — financial difficulties with Upper Canada — 
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Chap, prorogation — union of the Canadas proposed by bill in 

XXII I. parliament — §;reat Btir in Lower Canada in consequence 

^^-^ of it — deputations to England for and against the pro- 

1820. posed union. 

The Earl of Dalhousie, shortly after his 
arrival, visited the upper districts, to whicb» 
however, he was not a stranger, having the 
preceding summer, while lieutenant governor 
of Nova Scotia, paid a visit to the duke of 
Richmond, making with him a tour through 
the Canadas. 

The legislature met on the 1.4th December, 
and Mr. Papineau was again chosen speaker 
by the assembly.* The governor, m his 
speech, after paying a tribute of respect to the 

* The following; were the names of the members returned at the 
Istte general election : — 

Upper .Town of Quebec, A. Stuart and J. R. Vallidres de StR^al ; 
Lower Town of Quebec, John B^langer and Jas. M'Callum ; Coun- 
ty of Quebec, John Neilson and Louis Gauvreau; County of Com- 
wallis, Joseph Robitailie and Jean Bte. Tach^ ; County of Dorches- 
ter, John Davidson and Louis Lagueux ; County of Devon, Frs. Foor- 
nier and J. Bte. Fortin ; County- of Hertford, Francois Bkncbet and 
Francis X. Par^ ; County of Hampshire, Francois Huotand Charies 
Lan^evin; County of Northumberland, Etienne C. Lagueux and 
Philippe Panet; County of Orleans, Francois Quirouet; Borough 
of Three Rivers, Charles Richard Osden and Joseph Badeaux: 
County of St, Maurice, Louis Picotte and Pierre Bruneau ; County or 
Buckinghamshire, Jean Bte. Proulx and Louis Bourdages ; East Ward 
of Montreal, Hugues Heney and Thomas Thain; West Ward of 
Montreal, L. J. Papineau and George Garden; County of Montreal, 
Joseph Peirault and Joseph Valois ; Couirty of Bedford, John Jones, 
jumor; Cotunty of Effingfaam, Jacob Oldham and Fraocpin Tasa^ ; 
County |of Huntingdon, Austin CuviUier and Michael .O'Sulli van ; 
County of Kent, Denin B. Viger and Frederic A, QiiMnel ; Coun- 
ty of Leinster, Jacques Lacombe and Michel Provost : County of 
Richelieu 4Jean Dessatdles and Francis St. Onge ; County of Surrey, 
Etienne Duchesnois and Pierre Amiot ; County of Wv^icki Jacq. 
D^lignyand Alexis Mousseau; County of York, Eustache N. L. 
Dumont and Augustin Perreault ; Borough of WiUiam Henry, Robert 
Jones ; County of Gasp^, John Thomas T|i8chereav, 
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memory of the late king, adverted also in the chap. 
strongest terms of regard to that of his deceased ^^^* 
predecessor, the late duke of Richmond : — 1820. 

^^ When the british empire expressed its unfeigned sorrow 
upon the loss of a monarch, in whom the whole world 
acknowledged every public and private virtue, 1 believe," — 
said his excellency — ^^ that no part of his Majesty's subjects 
lamented that loss more deeply than you did in Canada." 

^^ The manly character of the late duke of Richmond, his 
liberal mind, his experience in public affairs, his amiable 
disposition in private life, all qualified him in an eminent 
degree to fill the high station to which he was appointed ; 
and it is deeply to be regretted that his grace has been lost 
to this province, before he had time to render it the services 
he had contemplated. It is'* — said he—'' pleasing to me to 
offer this tribute to the memory of a friend, whom i have 
known and honoured during thirty years." 

He called the attention of this assembly to 
the accounts of the general expenditure in the 
administration of the government for the last 
two years. He informed them that he would 
lay before them accounts of the expense 
annually incurred, in payment of the salaries 
and contingencies of the civil officers perma- 
nently established for the service and support 
of his Majesty's government in the province, 
including such occasional payments as were 
unavoidable under it ; and to this, he would add 
a statement of the annual product of the per- 
manent taxes, and hereditary territorial reve- 
nue of the crown. That from these documents 
formed upon an average of the last six years,, 
the assembly would perceive that the annual 
permanent revenue was not equal to the 
amount of annual permanent charges upon the 
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Chap, provincial civil list, by a deficency of twenty- 
^^^* two thousand pounds ;* and that he had it in 
1820. command from his Majesty to say, that having 
from past experience the fullest confidence in 
their loyalty, sense of duty, and attachment to 
the principles of the constitution, his Majesty 
did not doubt they would make a proper and 
permanent provision to supply the deficiency, 
and thereby enable him to sustain the civil 
government of the province, with honour and 
with advantage to his subjects. 

He observed, that immediately after his 
arrival he had made it his duty to visit as much 
of the country as the regular despatch of busi- 
ness had permitted him to reach, in the course 
of the last summer; — that although he had 
derived some local information by so doing, he 
did not presume to speak to the legislature 
with confidence, of the various measures which 
might be suggested for the improvement of the 
province, and therefore should confine himself 
to those points he considered most immediately 
important. 

Of these, the first was the constitution of the 
courts of law in the province. He concurred 
in all that had been expressed on this subject 
in a message from the late duke of Richmond, 
to both houses in March, 1819, and he there- 
fore again recommended it to their considera- 
tion. 

The permanent enactment of the revenue 
laws, or at least for such a period as would 

* Charge, £45,000— revenue, je23,000--deficienc7, £^,000, 
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give confidence to those whose interest in a chap. 
great measure depended upon the stability of*-"^"^' 
the commercial regulations, he deemed a sub-jggo. 
ject highly worthy of their attention, convinced 
as he was, that great advantage would result 
from it to the province in general, and in par- 
ticular to the mercantile classes. 

The improvement of agriculture and the 
interior communications, he considered ob- 
jects of great moment ; and as they had 
already e!xtended a liberal hand to encou- 
rage these, he trusted they would continue 
the support necessary to their success. 

He also recommended to early attention, 
the laws which had recently expired, or that 
were about to iBxpire, and among these, the 
the militia laws. That system of constitutional 
defence, he said, was peculiarly adapted to 
the state of the province ; and the events of the 
late war, had shewn how justly the confidence 
of his Majesty's government might rest upon it 
in the day of danger : — that the knowledge of 
what the Canadian militia w^s capable, taught 
them also the wisdom of watching over it in a 
state of readiness, complete information, and 
respectable in officers. 

The setdement of the waste lands was a 
subject to which he also called their particular 
attention. He observed that the great tide of 
emigration to the province, promised to con- 
tinue, and that the experience of several years 
had shewn the want of some measures to 
regulate and give effect to this growing stretv^Vv 
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Chap, -—many of these people arrived, he observed, 
XXIII. ijj poverty and in sickness ; many also with 
1320. abundant means ; but, the settlement of both 
descriptions, is impeded by the want of legis- 
lative aid* 

In acknowledging the advantages which 
these provinces might derive from the acquisi- 
tion of so many thousand british subjects, he 
knew, however, that Lower Canada possessed 
in itself an abundant population to settle these 
waste lands, and the yet unconceded seignioral 
territories — that he was aware there were 
strong prejudices to be overcome ; and, there- 
fore, that inducements must be held out to 
make the people spread more widely, such as 
the erection of parochial churches, and the 
laying out of roads of access to the distant 
woodlands : — that the subject was of diflScult 
and distant accomplishment, but in his idea, 
of the utmost importance to Canada. 

In conclusion, he expressed his sense of 
the great trust his Majesty had been pleased to 
commit to him, and that it should be the object 
of his highest ambition to render himself worthy 
of such distinguished honor : — that it should be 
his constant study to administer the govern- 
ment according to the laws, and in equal 
justice to all classes of his Majesty's subjects. 
'* A stranger among you" — said he — " I have 
no partialities — no object but the good of the 
country. — All my exertions, and all my at- 
tempts must, however, be vain, unless I have 
the support of the provincial parliament ; and, 
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it is exactly to the extent of that confidence chap. 
which shall be placed in me, that I can hope ^^^ 
to render myself useful to the country." 1820. 

The assembly, in their address, observed 
that they should — 

'^ Hold themselves wanting in that sincerity which was 
due to the frankness of his Excellency's character ; in their 
duty and the respect which they owed to their sovereign by 
whose command he had submitted the proposal of an 
additional and permanent appropriation, which with that 
already made, would exceed half the usual amount of the 
whole provincial revenue, were they not even at that 
early stage of the proceeding, most humbly to represent that 
the declared sense of their constituents, the duty which they 
owed to their posterity, and to that constitution of govern- 
ment which the wi»lom and beneficence of tbe mother 
country had conferred on this province, together with the 
variable and uncertain future amount of that revenue, which, 
as vvell as their resources depended on a trade at that moment 
peculiarly uncertain, would preclude them from making any 
other than an annual appropriation for the general expendi- 
ture of the province, conformably to the recommendation of 
his Majesty's government, as signified to the parliament of 
this province, by his Excellency Sir John Coape Sher- 
brooke, late Governor in chief— in his speech delivered 
from the throne at the opening of the session, on the 7th of 
January, 1818. 

They prayed, — "his Excellency would accept their 
humble assurance of the unalterable disposition of that house 
to vote annually in a constitutional manner according to that 
recommendation, and to the voluntary offer of the assembly 
in the year 1810, all the necessary expenses of hiis Majes- 
ty's civil government in this colony, in the honorable and 
permanent support of which, none were more deeply and 
sincerely interested, than his Majesty's loyal subjects whom 
they had the honour to represent ; or more anxious to merit 
the continuance of the confidence which his Majesty was 
graciously pleased to express of their loyalty and duty." 

VOL. 11. P f 
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Chap. To that part of the speech recommending a 
XXIII. permanent enactment 6f the revenue laws, the 
1820. house observed— 

^^ That the estabHshment of permanent taxes being im- 
practicable, they \i90iild carefully Investigate the effects 
which might result to the province, and to the commercial 
clasises in particular, from the duration of the revenue laws, 
and that they would endeavour to adopt every means in 
their power to inspire confidence into all his Majesty^s 
subjects, and especially the mercantile classes, by applying 
to this important subject all that' consideration which it 
merited." 

The other topics, in the governor's speech, 
were answered in a way affording hope for a 
fair underistanding between the assembly and 
the executive* 

The estimate of the civil list, divided into 
classes, was laid before the assembly early in 
the session. The first class consisted of the 
governor in chief and oifScprs immediately 
attached to him. The second, of the legislature 
and the officers appertaining thereto. The 
third, of the executive council, and oflScers 
immediately appertaining to it. The fourth, of 
the judges and officers concerned in the admi- 
nistration of justice. The fifth, of the secretary 
and registrar of the province and his allowance 
for office rent*; the receiver general and allow- 
apce for a cl^rk; the surveyor g^^eral and 
allowance for his clerks; the 3urveyor of 
woods ; the auditor of land patents ; the inspec- 
tor of provincial accounts and allowance for a 
clerk, and a v^iety of other subordinate officers. 
The sixth consisted \ altogether of contingen- 
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cies, relative as. well to the legislature, as to chap 
the administratioir of justice, and other depart- ^^ 
ments of goverhment, an4 different objecte of 1821 
public charge^ anlounting in.allto <£5,376; — 
The total of the eStiiilate amounied to^44,877 
6s,, sterling. 

The assetnbly haying eiltered upon the sub- 
ject, and disciis^dihe civil eixpehditure i/m 
by item,, voted the. supply with some reduc- 
tions; and in the hbpe of reconciling the other 
branch to the doctrine of an anhual appropria- 
tion of tli:e supply, and the assumptioh of the 
assembly to apply^ by an annual vdte, the 
fund previously Appropriated in^^ujiport of the 
civil government, v^aved the! form alddpted in 
the last session^ and passed a bill providing, by 
chapters or classes, instead of items as before, 
a sum total, (iilcluding the appropriated reve- 
nue to be levied for the current year) of 
c£46,060 10s. 2d.', sterling, for the expenses 
of the year. This sum vi^as to include the 
charge upon the pension list ;C3p83 12s. 8d., 
sterling, and that of the militia staff £ 1 543 1 6s. 
3d., sterling, neither of which» however, had 
been comprehended in the estimate laid before 
the house. But this spontaneous provision of 
the assembly, in matters of public expense not 
regularly before thern by message from the 
Governor, gave umbrage. The legislative 
council threve out the bill, as well because it 
interfered with the appropriated funds perma^ 
nentiy appertaining to the crown in support of 
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Chap, the civil government,* as because it had not in 

J^^- conformity with his Majesty's desire signified 

TST. by the governor's speech, made a permanent 

provision to cover the annual sum required to 

supply the deficiency called for in aid of those 

funds. 

The assumption of the assembly in applying 
the appropriated fond was said to be justifiable, 
by the reason and equity of the thing itself, for 
upon economy in the application of that fund, 
must necessarily depend the quantum to be 
supplied in aid of it: and that unless the 
assembly should bave the controul of it, the 
amount to be supplied might be annually in- 
creased at the will of the executive. 

In behalf of the executive, the inviolability 
of the funds vested in the crown and applicable 
by it, towards the support of the government, 
by act of the imperial parliament, was insisted 
upon. The assembly were accused of seeking 
rather their own aggrandizement than the sta- 
bility of the government, which if it were to 
depend upon an annual vote of the assembly, for 
its necessary expenses, far from being stable, 



* The bill was intituled ** A bill to appropriate certain sums of mo- 
ney therein mentionedi to defray the expense of the civil government 
of Lower Canada, for the year 1821." — The following oroviso was 
inserted, — " provided always, and be it further enacted, tnat the mo- 
<< nies by law heretofore appropriated for the support of the civil 
<< govetnment which now are or that hereafter shall come into the 
" hands of the receiver general of this province, shall be applied in 
<< part payment, for the purposes of this act, and the remainder shall 
<< be made up and be taken from and out of any unappropriated mo- 
<< nies which now are or that hereafter may come into the hands of 
ti ihe receiver general of the province," 
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% * 

without the concurrence of the legislative ^.j^ 
council. xxi^i. 

Here the matter rested until the ensuing "^ 
session, neithe^r house evincing a disposition to 
relinquish the ground taken up. The one 
would entertain no bill of appropriation for the 
civil list containing specifications by chapters 
or items, nor unless provision were made for it 
during the King's life. The other would pass no 
bill without such specifications, nor for a 
longer period than a year, nor even for this, 
unless the right of applying and apportioning 
by vote, the monies previously appropriated 
towards supporting the civil government^ were 
also conceded them. 

The consideration of that part of the speech 
which related to the settlement of the crown 
lands, was early in the session referred to a spe- 
cial committee, and an inquiry instituted by it, 
pursuant to the reference was continued through 
several successive sessions. This inquiry 
was conducted by Mr. Andrew Stuart, through 
whose perseverance and ability, the enormous 
abuses that had prevailed in the improvident 
and prodigal grants of the crown lands, in the 
province, were brought to light and exposed 
to public view — a large mass of evidence on 
the subject is rec6rded in the journals of the 
assembly. 

A bill for more effectually ascertaining the 
state ot the public funds in the hands of the 
receiver general, was brought forward in the 
assembly. By it the receiver general ^s^^ 
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Chap, annually to account to the legislature, and tell 
XXIII. Qygf (j^Q balance remaining in band, and at its 
'J^ disposal. It was proposed instead of a salary 
to allow him a commission on the monies paid 
into bis hands. He was to be debarred from 
commerce, and to be in no wise concerned in 
trade of any kind. The bill was referred to a 
special committee, where it underwent revision, 
but, afterwards, being submitted to a commit- 
tee of the whole — the committee rose without 
reporting, and the measure was thus lost, 
rather from a want of diligence in the member 
who had taken it up, than from any opposition 
to it in the house. The receiver general was 
largely concerned in the lumber trade of the 
province ; and the possession of the provincial 
monies by a person engaged in commerce, was 
the subject of uneasiness to the assembly, and 
of much dissatisfaction among the merchants. 
A bill " for the trial of impeachments in this 
province" was also introduced this session. 
By it the legislative council were to take cogni- 
zance of impeachments by the assembly, and 
to be styled the *' provincial high court of 
parliament," while in the exercise of this 
authority. The bill was declaratory, the pro- 
moters of it pretending the right of judging in 
cases of impeachment to be already inherent in 
the legislative council, by the analogies of the 
constitution of the province with Great Britain. 
The bill was committed, but, on discussion in 
committee of the whole was relinquished. The 
legislative council was not, in fact, constituted 
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might be paralized at the caprice of the popular chap. 
branch of the legislature. . ^^' 

Their right of limiting, directing and ap- 1821. 
pointing their own money grants, was not 
denied, but that of interfering with grants 
already made, whether by act of the imperial 
parliament, or of the provincial legislature, 
was contested. The pretensions set up with 
respect to the supply were such, it was said, 
as to render the proffered aid wholly inadmis- 
sible, since it could not under the conditions 
attached to it, unwarranted by precedent in 
the like cases in the parent state, be accepted 
by the executive without a dereliction of prin- 
ciple, a sacrifice of its legal rights, and placing 
itself in a state of annual and precarious de^ 
pendence on the assembly. 

While the bill of supply was in progress in 
the assembly, the legislative council entered 
into certain resolutions, to remain as standing 
orders, indicative of their predetermination 
with respect to it.* 

* Of these resolutions the following will suffice for the informatioa 
of the reader: — 

<< Resolved — That the legislative council will not proceed upon an^ 
hill of aid or supply, which shall not, within the knowledge of this 
house, have heen applied for hy the king's representative in this 
province." 

<< Resoived-^That the legislative council will not proceed upon any 
bill appropriating public money that shall not, within the knowledge 
of this nouse, have been reconuoen4ed by the king's representative." 

** Resolved-<-That the legislative council will not proceed upon any 
bill of appropriation, for money issued in consequence of an address of 
the assembly to the king's representative (addresses of the assembly 
for the expenses of that house excepted)unless upon some extraordinary 
emergency , unforeseen at the commencement of a session, and which 
unforeseen emergency will not allow of time for piMsing a bill of ap« 
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Chap. The rejection of the supply bill, by the. 
xxin. legislative council, leaving the executive with- 
'J^ out the necessary means of defraying the civil 
expenditure for the year, the assembly willing 
as far as depended upon them, to avert the 
inconvenience, placea by vote at the disposi- 
tion of the executive, a sum sufficient to de- 
fray the expenses of the current year. Upon 
this vote an address was presented to his 
excellency, stating that from peculiar and 
unforeseen tiircumstances, it had not been 
in the power of the assembly to lay before 
him a bill of appropriation, but tendering 
out of the unappropriated funds of the 
province, such sum as with the funds alrea- 
dy appropriated, might make up the sum of 
<£46060 10s. 2d., sterling, for the expenses 
of the civil government during the year, the 
assembly pledging itself to make good the 
amount by bill, at the ensuing session. 

To this he briefly answered, that the question 
out of which the address had sprung had been 
considered with the. utmost attention of which 
he was capable, and his opinion was, that the 
grant now proposed was wholly ineflFectual, 

propriation for the same, in the session, when the address shall have 
been voted." 

" Resolved — That the legislative council will not proceed upon any 
appropriation of public money, for any salary or pension hereafter to 
be created, or any augmentation thereof, unless the quantum of such 
salary, pension or augmentation shall have been recommended by 
the king's representative." 

Resolved — That the legislative council will not proceed upon any 
bill of appropriation for the civil list, which shall contain specifica> 
tions therein, by chapters or iiemst nor unless the same shall be grant- 
ed dunng the life of his Majesty the king." 
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of members enjoying the confidence of thechap. 
country: its dependent character, from ihe*"^'"- 
over proportion of officials in it, being such 1821. 
as to render it rather unpopular than other- 
wise, and it probably was on this account 
that the measure failed. 

The resolution adopted by the legislative 
council last session, in rejecting the supply 
bill, and the duke of Richmond's speech, at 
the prorogation were, at an advanced stage of 
the present session, on motion of Mr. Neilson, 
taken mto consideration by the assembly. 
After some discussion on them, it was resolved 
by it, with only two dissentient votes— that 
" the speech of his grace the Governor in 
chief, of the 24th April, 1819, contained a 
censure of the proceedings of this branch of 
the legislature,^' — and 

" That all censure of any proceeding of this branch of 
the legislature, by either of the other branches thereof, is an 
assumption and exercise of power contrary to law, a breach 
of the undoubted rights and privileges of this house, and sub- 
versive of the constitution of government, as by law estab- 
lished in this province. 

'^ That it is the undoubted right of this house, in voting 
aids or supplies, or offering money bills for the consent of the 
other branches of the legislature, (as well as in all other 
proceedings under the afore recited act of the parliament of 
Great Britain,) to adopt such order or mode of proceedings, 
as it may find to be conformable to its rules, and to propound 
such matter as in its judgment shall seem fittest, and most 
conducive to the peace, welfare and good government of this 
province." 

Amidst other concerns, the representatives 
of the people were not unmindful of them-: 
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Chap, selves, and an effort was asain made to obtain 

,^,^ a vote of indemnity for their attendance dui^ing 

1821. the session. The subject was brought forward 

and discussed ia committee ofithe wholehouse, 

but the proposition was negatived^ 

The appointment of aa agent for the pro- 
vince, in England, again as in former sessions, 
engaged the attention of the assembly. James 
Stuart, esquire, was named as such, and a sum 
voted by the house, not exceeding two thou- 
sand pounds per annum for the purpose. A 
bill was accordingly passed and sent to the 
legislative council, where it was thrown out. A 
gentleman (Mr. Gordon) holding a^ under 
situation in the colonial office in England, 
already, as it appeared, held by nomination of 
the provincial executive, the appointment of 
agent for the province, in consequence, it 
would seem, of a vote some years ago, previ- 
ously mentioned, with a salary of two hundred 
pounds sterling per annum, but this the assem- 
bly refused to recognise, considering him 
merely an agent of the executive, ^^rious 
messages had been sent down by the governor 
during the session, recommending divers ob- 
jects of public moment, but little attention, how- 
ever, was paid to them. The house, towards 
the close of the session, presented an address 
apologising for the apparent backwardness of 
the matters recommended. It stated " that the 
house had taken into its serious consideration 
the several objects recommended in his speech 
at the opening of the session, and the divers 
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messages since transmitted for the attention of chap. 
the legislature, but that the great importance of ^*"' 
most of those objects and the multiplicity of J^ 
business before the house, had prevented it 
from terminating several of them ; and that as 
liiey were now in a state of forwardness, the 
house would, at an early period of the ensuing 
session, resume their consideration, so as to 
bring them to a speedy conclusion, equally 
advantageous to his Majesty's government and 
the general welfare of the province/' 

The governor, in answer, said he was " per- 
fectly aware that many objects of great import- 
ance had been brought under the consideration 
of the house of assembly during the session, 
and was fully satisfied that the delay in termi- 
nating some of them might be unavoidable : 
that still he could not but express his regret 
that several of them had been deferred to a 
period so late as to make this delay necessary." 

Just before the close of the session, an ad- 
dress was presented to the governor, repre- 
senting a variety of anomalous matters which 
the house thought proper to submit for his 
consideration. The salary of <£1,500, sterling, 
a year, to a lieut. governor, residing in Eng- 
land, and who had never even visited the 
province, was the first point submitted. The 
governor in chief was requested " to suspend 
the payment of his salary until he shall actually 
reside in the province, and perform the duties 
of his office therein." The situation of lieut. 
governor of Gasp6, was declared an wwwfe^^^- 
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Chap, sary charge (<£300) upon the province, ,that 
^"'- officer also being a non-resident. The secre- 
^1^ tary of the province, ( a Mr. Amyot,) also 
absent, but receiving j£400 a year, his deputy 
receiving the fees of his office,it was requested, 
should only be paid his salary on residing in 
the province and performing the duties of his 
office therein.* The agent of the province in 
London, at <£200 a year, was represented as ap- 
pointed, in a manner different from the agents 
of most other colonies and that he had no servi- 
ces to perform ; — his office was, therefore, de- 
clared an unnecessary burden on the people of 
this province, and his excellency was request- 
ed to relieve the province of it. — It was also the 
opinion of the house that " no salary should be 
allowed to any of the members of his Majes- 
ty's executive council, non-resident in the 
province," and his excellency was humbly 
requested to withhold payment from such as 
did not actually reside therein. That the 
offices of judge of the vice-admiralty and judge 
of the court of king's bench, in the same per- 
son, were incompatible, as was also the com- 
bination of the offices of judge of the king's 
bench and of french translator, and those of a 
judge of the said court, and of auditor of public 
accounts in the same person — " subversive of 

* This gentleman, who never once set foot in the province, not only 
retained his office, however, as a wMcur^^ (his duty being done by 
deputy^ but to make room for his deputy, Mr, Daly, he was trans- 
lated nnally to the pension list, at £400 sterling, a year, which it 
appears, by the public accounts, was paid him down to 1845, inclus- 
ively. His name disappears since then, from the list, owing probably 
to hiB decease. 



349 

the dignity of the judicial offices, and of the chap. 
estimation and respect due to those important""'- 
trusts — that much public inconvenience and^[^ 
discontent had resuhed from such anomalies/' 
His excellency was accordingly requested to 
take the subject into consideration, and require 
the gentlemen in whose persons those offices 
were combined, to make their election of one 
or the other of them. The exaction of fees, 
since 1810, by the judge of the vice-admiralty, 
from suitors in court,while receiving a salary of 
£200 for the duties of his office, in lieu of fees, 
was complained of as contrary to law — " a 
manifest obstacle to the administration of pub- 
lic justice, prejudicial to the industry of the 
province,'' and the cause of " much public 
discontent." — To these, one or two other mat- 
ters, of minor importance, were also added. 

This was intended as a statement or petition 
of public grievances. His excellency received 
it in a manner gratifying to the house, answer- 
ing that he would not fail to transmit the reso- 
lutions of the assembly for his Majesty's most 
gracious consideration ; but that he could take 
no steps in regard to the purport of them, until 
he had received his Majesty's commands upon 
them. These were afterwards signified to the 
assembly, and will be noticed in their proper 
place. 

On the 1 7th of March, his excellency pro- 
rogued the parliament, addressing them as 
follows : — 

VOL. II. G g 
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Chap " Although I cannot, by iny means, express my satis- 
xxiii* Taction in the general result of your deliberations, yet it is 
.^0^^^ with great pleasure I acknowledge your assiduous and zea- 
1821. lous attendance in the discharge of your public duties, during 
the long and laborious session, which I am now to close. 

'' Gentlemen of the house of assembly, — I thank you in 
his Majesty's name, for those supplies which have been 
granted by bills of appropriation, and assure you of my best 
attention in the application of them to the purposes for 
which they are intended. 

" I exceedingly regret that the expectations of his 
Majesty, which by his command, I had the honour to ex- 
press to you on the opening of the session, have not been 
realized. 

" Gentlemen of the legislative council, and gentlemen of 
the house of assembly, — When this parliament met for the 
despatch of public business, I did entertain a hope that the 
experience of the last few years would have led you to a 
mature and serious consideration of the consequences that 
would inevitably follow, if the then state of things should 
not be remedied ; you cannot therefore be surprised that 1 
should now express not only my disappointment, but great 
concern, that the same question of constitutional principle, 
should have again disturbed the unanimity of your legislative 
proceedings. 

" Upon this occasion, I think it a duty which I owe to 
you and to your country, to call upon you to consider during 
this summer, the result of the discussions of the session in 
all its bearings. 

" You will see the administration of the civil government 
left without any pecuniary means, but, what I shall advance 
upon my own personal responsibility ; you will see individu- 
als suffering under severe and unmerited hardships, caused 
by the want of that constitutional authority, that is neces- 
sary for the payment of the expenses of the civil government ; 
you will see the interior improvements of the country nearly 
at a stand ; you will see, in sliort, the executive govern- 
ment, in a manner, palsied and powerless. 

"When I shall again summon you to meet here in 
parliament, you will come to decide the important question 
whether the government shall be restored to its constitutional 
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energy, or whether you are to deplore the prospect of lasting chap. 
misfortune, by a continuance in the present state of things* xxm. 
Important as the question is, there^can be no difficulty in *^^'^ 
the decision. — When the blessings of the british constitution 1^21. 
were granted to this province, you received with it the 
recorded experience of centuries of practice ; there is no 
question of doubt or of difficulty that may not find its prece- 
dent in the records of the imperial parliament, and I cannot 
think that any wiser guide need be desired." 

Most of the members of the assembly were 
rather gratified than otherwise, to learn the 
crippled state in which it was probable they 
should find the government at the ensuing ses- 
sion. The more it were paralized and depen- 
dent, the sooner their views were likely to be 
realized, and their power over it established. 

Several bills of importance were passed 
during the session, and among them one for 
opening the Lachine canal at the expense of 
the province, in the event that the company 
which previously had been incorporated for 
the purpose, should be unable to carry it into 
effect, or should relinquish their right. This 
the company thought proper to do, and accord- 
ingly the canal was commenced with great 
ceremony and demonstrations of public satis- 
faction on the 7th July.* 

* This canal, now open and in operation, for several years, has, of 
late, been considerably enlarged, so as to admit the passage of larg^e 
steamers, from sea to the lakes, but the improvements are not yet 
quite finished. By a return laid before the assembly last session, the 
whole expense of this important work, to 1st January 1848, is stated 
at £327,016, currency. That of the Beauharnois canal, at £303,847. 
This part of the line of canal communication with Upper Canada, 
which, being on the south, instead of the north side of the St. Law- 
rence, as many think it ought to have been, is liable, in case of a war 
with the United States, by a sudden irruption of the enemy, to be laAsL 
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Chap. Mr. Papineau, speaker of the assembly, was 
^^^ shortly after the beginning of the session, called 
1821. to a seat in the executive council, as were 
also Mr. Hale, a member of the legislative 
council, and lieut. col. Ready, civil secretary 
to the governor in chief, a gentleman who had 
come to the province with the duke of Rich- 
mond, and served in that capacity, under him. 
The governor visited in the course of the 
summer the military posts in Upper Canada, 
including Drummond island, returning by the 
river Ottawa to Quebec, where he arrived 
after completing his tour, towards the end of 
August. 

We may here, to advantage, take a retros- 
pect of the last twenty years. The state of the 



hold of or rendered useless, was most injudiciously determined upon 
and commenced during the administration of sir Charles Bagot, at 
the instance, it seems, of Mr. E. G. Wakefield, at that time in Ca- 
nada, and who is said to have received for his " influence", in bring- 
ing about this job, £12,500, from the proprietors of the Beauhamois 
seigniory, for whom he was agent, in the transaction, besides Jt7,500 
previously, from Mr. Ellice, for his agency in the sale of that seig- 
niory to the company now holding it. 

Mr W. was one of those patriots, in England, who, sympathising 
during the so called " financial troubles," with the oppressed in Ca- 
nada, philanthropically followed,with other speculators, lord Durham 
hither, and was confidentially employed by him. He returned to Eng 
land, shortly after his lordship's departure hence, but came back to 
Canada, upon Mr. Poulett Tnompson's advent, procured a seat as 
representative of Beauharnois in the legislature, and finally managed, 
by his agiotagej to secure himself £20,000, as above, relieving 
the distressed Canadians, in this manner ! He was influential, 
it was thought, with sir Charles Bagot, in the making, in 1842, 
of the Ladbntaine-Baldwin administration, as he no doubt was, in 
1843, with sir Charles Metcalfe, in the unmaking of it, in conse- ' 
quence, it was said, of some disappointment he had experienced at the 
hands of those gentlemen. — He certainly played a game in the govern- 
ment and concerns of this province, which his standing in it did not 
entitle him to.— Quctec, May 1848. 



35a 

country, at the beginnbg of the present cen-chap. 
tury, has been noticed That part of it known ^^^ 
as " the Eastern Townships," then a wilder- 1821. 
ness, in which there scarcely was a settler, had 
now become a populous and thriving district, 
equal in population nearly to Canada at the 
time of the conquest. The distance from the 
Canadian settlements, in the seigniories along 
the St. Lawrence, and total want of roads 
thence into this new country, werfe serious 
impediments to their colonization, and few or 
no Canadians, of french origin, were found to 
venture in and avail themselves of the superior 
advantages of soil and climate, independently 
of their free tenure, which the fertile lands in 
these townships presented over those of the 
seigniories. The descendent of the briton and 
the celt, however, pushed in, and had set to 
work, and in the twenty short years we have 
been tracing, had studded with promising, and 
already, in some parts, populous settlements, a 
territory unsurpassed, .if, in fact matched, in 
fertility, salubrity and beauty, by any tract of 
equal extent in North America. 

The increase of population in the other parts 
of Lower Canada, during the same period, we 
have no means certain of determining, no act 
for taking a census of the province having as 
yet been passed by the legislature ; but it must 
have been very considerable, probably doubled, 
or nearly so.^ 

* The following sketch of the population of Canada, at the di0i9^ 
rent periods specmed in it^ is, perhaps, as near to the truth, as N««<£.%i9k, 

og 2 
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Chap. The province had sustained a war declared 
xxiir. against Great Britain, avowedly with a view to 
1821. the conquest of her Canadian possessions, and 
had come from the ordeal not only unscathed, 
but with honor, evincing most decisively, its 
ability for self-defence, as well as the loyalty 
and determination of the inhabitants, of both 
origins, to maintain its connexion with Great 
Britain and the integrity of the empire in this, 
quarter. * 

Steamers had been introduced, upon the St. 
Lawrence and great lakes, and the internal 
communications, by means of them, prodigi- 
ously accelerated, and extended to all quar- 
ters. The trade with Britain, also had vastly 

now get. We are indebted for it to our friend, G. B. Faribault , esq. ; 
whose researches into and knowledge of the early history of the 
coimtry are well understood, and such as will entitle it to some credit. 
The statements from 1825 inclusively, excepting 1848, being found- 
ed upon statistical and official returns, pursuant to acts of the legis- 
lature, may be taken as correct, or nearly so, being, probably, rather 
under, than over the mark : — 

Cenms of the population of Canada, at different epochs. 
Jn 1617, there were but 52 sduls in Quebec. 

souls* souU. 

1666 the population of In 1790 the population of 

Canada, was 3418 Canada, was. . . 123000 

1 667 Ditto, 4312 1806 Upper Canada, 80000 

1668 " 5870 1808 " " 100000 

1677 '* 8500 1814 " " 95000 

1679 " 9400 1816 both Provinces, 350000 

1680 " 9719 1821 Upper Canada, 122716 

1688 '< 11249 1823 " " 150000 

1714 " 20000 1825 " " 157000 

1719 *' 22530 1825 Lower Canada, 423630 

1720 " 24434 1828 Upper Canada, 190000 

1721 " 24511 1831 Lower Canada, 511917 

1734 " 37252 1842 Upper Canada, 486000 

1760 " 60000 1844 Lower Canada, 691000 

1763 " -. . . . 76275 .^^ i U.C. 650000 > . .R^^nA 

1783 " 113112 *^^ ^ L.C. 800000 5 ^^^""^ 
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increased, the article of lumber alone exported chap. 
to Great Britain, employing annually, several""'- 
hundreds of british ships — the lumber trade, asl82r 
it is termed, being a branch of commerce not 
commenced in 1800, but now established 
to a great extent, increasing *the demand for 
british manufactures, and laying the foundation 
of the many flourishing settlements on the 
Ottawa and in other remote parts, which, with- 
out this trade, might have remained still for 
many years unsettled, and perhaps unexplored. 
The revenue, which previous to 1800, did not 
reach .£26,000, had now more than quadru- 
pled, exceeding in some years <£ 150,000, and 
without the least inconvenience to the trade, 
upon which it was nearly altogether levied. 
The Lachine and Rideau canals had been 
commenced and were in progress — great and 
important works in a military and commercial 
point of view — and the army, military and 
naval establishments which the mother coun- 
try kept up in the province, together with the 
sums expended annually in improving the for- 
tifications of Quebec, and at Montreal, as well 
as in other parts of Canada, were sources of 
wealth to it. 

But this progress had also its attendant evils, 
in the growth of luxury and its vices. Crime 
was then scarcely known ; it was now fear- 
fully on the increase, as the gaol calendar, 
and business of the assizes clearly evinced. 
But this, it is also to be observed, was owing, 
in a measure, to the tide of immigration hoha 
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Chap, setting in. The concord characteristic of the 
"*"two races in Canada, previous to, and for 
^[821^ a few years after 1800, had altogether passed 
away and was replaced by far different feelings. 
— Party spirit, springing chiefly from distinc- 
tions of national origin, and fomented by appeals 
to prejudices from it, had started and risen to 
an alarming degree, and faction also was at 
work to undermine and paralize the govern- 
ment. The notion of a speedy nationality or 
national existence, and independency of Great 
Britain, by the inhabitants of french descent in 
Canada, had taken possession of almost every 
mind ; its achievement, as they deemed it, being 
of easy and early accomplishment, depending 
but upon their own pleasure, and a simultaneous 
effort by the masses ; an unhappy delusion, 
encouraged by the demagogues and speculative 
politicians of the hour,and in which they univer- 
sally indulged. The government openly malign- 
ed and reviled with impunity in all quarters, as it 
had become fashionable to do in quest of popu- 
larity with the multitude, had fallen in their esti- 
mation, and was no longer contemplated with the 
respect and veneration it had been twenty years 
ago, being now publicly spoken of as tolerated 
only, and on the eve of dissolution. The native 
population of british descent, as well as immi- 
grants from the United Kingdom, were held up 
as strangers and intruders upon the '^ enfants du 
soly^ whose exclusive right to the country was 
a doctrine currently asserted, and the expedi- 
ence of superseding the britigh authorities by 
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those of •* la nation canadienne,^^ and the^^jj^p. 
sooner the better, boldly maintained, as axxm. 
policy and aspiration, at once praise worthy 'J^ 
and patriotic, in every Canadian of french 
origin. Their success, during the late war, 
in a good cause, backed by the empire, had 
not only inspired them with a confidence in 
their own prowess ; but it also had fallaciously 
emboldened many of them, in the very different 
one on which they seemed now bent. Sedition, 
in the inverted spirit of the times, had become 
a virtue and loyalty anything but that ; and, 
indeed, the government, itself, has since 
sanctioned the doctrine, rewarding, as the 
better cause, agitation and disloyalty, with the 
richest gifts at its disposal, treating with neg- 
lect, and ingratitude, those who, in the time of 
its need, stood to their allegiance and de- 
fended it, — casting off old and faithful ser- 
vants, to make room for others formerly hostile 
to and in open array against it, with a faithless- 
ness, injustice, and, in some instances, cruelty, 
which no political expedience or concilia- 
tory policy can possibly justify or palliate — a 
reproach to which the british government, 
in Canada, has subjected itself, and whereof, . 
in time to come, it will, perhaps, feel the 
evil effects. It has itself indeed done more, 
by its own false and suicidal policy, to destroy 
all confidence in it, by the well affected of 
both races, than all its enemies have done or 
could do to its prejudice. The .loyal and inde- 
pendent press of the day will correct us if we 
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Chap, are in error, and to it we appeal, if necessary, 
XXIII. jj^ confirmation of this statement. 
1821. The governor again opened the legislature, 
on the 11th December : — 

" I now again," — said he, — " bring under your considera- 
tion the state of the province ; and as a part of the subject 
above all others the most important, 1 recommend to your im- 
mediate attention the financial affairs, with the view to mak- 
ing a suitable provision for the support of the civil government. 

" Gentlemen of the assembly, — under the difficulties in 
which 1 found myself placed at the termination of the last 
session of the legislature, it became my duty to adopt a 
course for the payment of the current expenses of govern- 
ment, as nearly consistent as possible with the existing 
laws, or to the practice hitherto observed. 

" I have ordered that the estimate for the ensuing year, 
should be laid before you without delay, and I have it again 
in command from his iMajesty, to acquaint you that hia 
Majesty still has the fullest confidence in your loyalty and 
affection towards his person and government : that he rests 
assured of your disposition to provide for the necessary 
expenses of his civil government, and those also equally 
necessary for the honour of his crown. And I am further 
commanded by his Majesty to recommend, that such pro- 
vision as shall appear necessary for these purposes, should 
be granted permanently, during his Majesty's life. 

'' Gentlemen of the legislative council, and gentlemen 
of the assembly, — It has been established in the british 
parliament, as a principle of the constitution, that the civil 
list should be granted during the life of the King, and I am 
. commanded to impress upon this occasion his Majesty^s 
recommendation that such principle of the constitution should 
be adopted and observed in future as the practice in this 
province. 

" It would be presumption in me to add any words to 
what is thus stated to you by his Majesty's autkority ; it is 
a fresh instance of bis Majesty's paternal care, and of the 
interest he takes ii) the welfare of his american provinces. 

" I confidently rely on your well known loyalty and 
attachment to the principles of the british constitution, an4 
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cannot doubt, that this, his Majesty's recommendation ofchap. 
the measure, will have its due weight with you. xxm. 

*' 1 shall not advert to any of the various topics of great ^^^v^ 
public interest, which in the course of the session 1 may ^^21. 
have to submit to you ; I consider them of far inferior im- 
portance to the subject now communicated to youwby the 
royal command, and I have therefore thought it proper to 
postpone them for the present." 

It was inferred from the concluding part of 
this speech, that the royal sanction would be 
withheld from all legislative proceedings of the 
assembly, until a bill providing for the civil list 
in a manner satisfactory lo the executive were 
passed. 

The legislative council, in answer to the 
speech, observed — that distinguished as the 
Canadas had been above all other provinces 
of the british empire, by a constitution per- 
fectly analogous to that of the parent state, 
they could not but feel it their paramount duty, 
as far as in them lay, to adopt what had been 
established in the british parliament as a con- 
stitutional principle; the granting of the civil 
list during the life of the king. 

The assembly entertained a very different 
opinion. — They requested the governor to 
convey to his Majesty : — 

" Their most humble thanks for the gracious expression 
of his Majesty's fullest confidence in their loyalty and affec- 
tion towards his royal person and government, and their 
assurance that his Majesty might always place the fullest 
reliance on the invariable disposition of that houge to pro- 
vide for the necessary expenses of his civil government, and 
those also necessary to the honor of his crown.'' They re- 
ceived, they said, — "with all due humility, the commuc\\<s.'^- 
tion of his Majesty's present recommeud^\AOTv^ ^"ax ^mOcv 
^ provision as should appear necessary fot vVio^ -^xw^o^fc^^ 
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Chao ®^^"^^ ^® granted permanently, during his Majesty's life ; as 
xxiii! well as the information, that it had heen established in the 
v^v^ british parliament, that the civil list should be granted during 
1821. the king's life ; and the recommendation which his excel- 
lency was commanded to impress upon their minds, that 
such principle of the british constitution should be adopted 
and ob^ved in this province. * 

" We are" — continued they — "fully thankful for the confi- 
dence which your excellency is pleased to repose in our well 
known loyalty and attachment to the principles of the british 
constitution, and we most respectfully assure your excel- 
lency that in the conscientious discharge of our duty to our 
constituents, under the act of the british parliament in virtue 
of which we are constituted and assembled, the recommen- 
dation of his Majesty will have due weight." 

In concluding, they humbly begged his 
excellency to be assured that whatever topics 
he might be pleased to submit to them, in the 
co*se of the session, in addition to the subject 
already communicated by the royal command, 
would receive their ready and respectful con- 
sideration. 

The governor, in reply, told the assembly 
that in the prospect, and hope also, of a calm 
and dispassionate discussion, he availed him- 
self of that opportunity to express his own 
opinion, that the measure proposed was in 
itself essential to the well being of the province. 
That until the expenses of the government 
were provided for in this manner, he could 
entertain no hopes of harmony, in the pro- 
ceedings of the three branches of the legisla- 
ture ; and that until harmony and union and 
cordial co-operation in these branches were 
established, he considered the real prosperity 
of the province decidedly arrested. How 
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correctly he viewed this matter will be but too chap. 
apparent in the sequel. ^^^^ 

These preliminaries being over, a faint hope 1821. 
was entertained^ as well from the solicitude of 
the governor, to bring about harmony in the 
legislature, as from the professed spirit of 
humility, with which the assembly received 
the King's recommendation, that the present 
would prove a prosperous and satisfactory 
session. Never was prospect more delusive. 
Disregard for almost every subject, recom- 
mended to their attention by the Governor, 
aYid above all a spirit of intolerance and tyranny 
over those whose opinions were opposed to the 
prevailing party, were its most prominent 
characteristics. 

The governor sent down on the 21st of 
December, the " estimate of the probable 
amount of the sum required in future for the 
support of his Majesty's civil government in 
this province, and the honour and dignity of 
the crown." 

In submitting the estimate he thought proper 
to remark, that he sent it in the form in which 
it had been sftnt for some years past ; but, at 
the same time, he informed the assembly that 
his Majesty did not expect that the provision 
which it might be deemed expedient to make 
for defraying such civil contingences as were 
purely casual, should be otherwise than 
annually voted. 

The assembly, shortly after this message 
addressed the governor, requesting he would 
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c^ap cause to be laid before the assembly, a state- 
^^^' ment of the proper provision for the support 
1822. of the civil government of the province of 
Quebec as fixed by the royal instructions, 
previous to the 17th December, 1792— also a 
statement of the same for the province of 
Lower Canada, as fixed by the royal instruc- 
tions, at the latest period previous to the 31st 
December, 1797 — also a statement of the 
same, as fixed by the royal instructions at the 
latest period, before the 10th Febniary, 1810, 
and finally a statement of the same as filxed by 
the royal instructions, at the latest period be- 
fore the 7th January, 1818. 

The governor, in answer to this application, 
a few days afterwards acquainted them, by 
message, that he " felt it his duty to decline to 
lay the royal instructions or any part of them, 
before the house for public discussion, con- 
sidering them to be confidential instructions, 
from his Majesty to his representative, for the 
time being." 

The assembly proceeded to business, but 
the civil list, which the executive considered 
an object of the first importance, and as such 
entitled to the immediate attention of the house, 
was not, however, viewed by it in the same 
light. They entered upon it with reluctance, 
determined not to comply with the royal 
recommendation, nor yet, if it could be avoided, 
pointedly refuse compliance. The member, 
however, who conducted the measure (Mr 
Taschereau) was resolved to leave no roomfor 
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doubt in the matter, and took the necessary chap 
step to bring the question to a close, by putting ^^ 
it at once in proper shape before the house, ^im. 
Accordingly, upon motion, in committee of 
the whole house, to resolve " that a perma- 
nent provision be made, for the support of the 
civil government of the province, and of the 
honour and dignity of the crown, during the 
life of his present most gracious Majesty," — it 
was negatived ; thirty-one being against, and 
but five for the motion." 

To soften the refusal, several resolutions 
were passed explanatory of the reasons which 
had influenced the house in its determination. 
These were made chiefly to rest upon the 
disparity in circumstances between the mother 
country and the province, from which it was 
deduced, " that in the situation in which this 
province is, this house can only, and ought to 
provide for the expenses of his Majesty's civil 
government annually, and not otherwise." 
This was followed up by an " opinion of the 
committee, that according to the ofier of the 
assembly of this province, made in the year 
1810, and accepted by his Majesty in 1818, 
and to the terms of the speeches of the Gover- 
nors of this province, at the opening of the 
sessions of the provincial legislature in the 
years 1818 and 1819, the sums necessary for 
the support of his Majesty's civil government 
in this province, ought to be voted and appro- 
priated annually, and not otherwise." — An 
address to his Majesty, expressing great v^- 
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Chap, spect for the principles of the constitution and 

^^^ government followed, in which the substance 

i822.of the resolutions, were embodied, the whole 

being intended as an apology for not acceding 

to the demand of a permanent appropriation 

for the civil list. 

The house went up to the governor with 
the address, requesting he would be pleased 
to transmit the same to his Majesty's ministers; 
to which his lordship answered, that he should 
always think it a duty incumbent upon him to 
convey to the foot of the throne the sentiments 
of the house of assembly, whatever they might 
be, provided they were suitably expressed; 
and that such being the case at present, he 
willingly complied with their request. 

The expedience of appointing an agent for 
the province, near the government at home, 
was again considered. The effort of the 
assembly in the preceding session, to appoint 
as such Mr. James Stuart, having failed, they 
now fell upon another plan. This was, to 
request, by resolution of the assembly, some 
popular member of the british house of com- 
mons, to act in that capacity, which it was 
maintained would suffice. It was hoped that 
the government at home would, if their choice 
fell upon some influential member, virtually 
if not fofmally recognize him, and that, by 
this means, the assembly might effect their 
purpose. 

The assembly, therefore, after expressing 
their "unabated confidence in the talents. 
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integrity and devotion to the interests of the chap. 
province, of James Stuart, esquire, whom it*-"^'"- 
had twice nominated as agent, to reside in the 'J^^ 
united kingdom, but that under the circum- 
stances in which the house was placed, it was 
expedient to request a member of the honor- 
able, the house of commons, to act as an 
authorised agent, to attend to the interests of ' 
the colony, and communicate with his Ma- 
jesty's ministers, on all points relating thereto, 
as he might be instructed, or as occasion might 
require" — resolved, " that Joseph Marryat, 
esq., a member of the honorable the house 
of commons, be requested to act as such 
agent." 

Copies of the resolutions of the assembly, 
on the subject, were ordered to be transmitted 
to Mr. Marryat, and that gentleman was 
requested to correspond with their speaker. 
Entries of the correspondence were directed 
to be made in a register, to be kept for the 
purpose by the clerk of the assembly, and of 
these, copies were to be laid before the gover- 
nor for the time being, within fifteen days after 
the opening of every session of the legislature. 
Voluminous instructions, principally relating 
to the civil list matter, were digested by a 
special committee, with a view of putting the 
agent in full possession of the subject, from its 
origin to the present time *, the whole of which 
after receiving the concurrence of the housa 
were transmitted to Mr. Marryat. 

H A 2 



366 

Chap. The legislative council not having been 
^[^ consulted in this measure, resented the course 
1822. pursued by the assembly, and in turn resolved, 
that " the resolutions of the assembly, request- 
ing Joseph Marryat, esquire, to act as an 
authorised agent for the province, to attend to 
the interests of this colony, and communicate 
virith his Majesty's ministers on all points relat- 
ing thereto, as he might be instructed by the 
assembly, or as occasion might require, were 
a dangerous assumption of legislative power 
by the assembly alone, without the concur- 
rence of the other branches of the legislature, 
and an attempt at appointment to office, in 
direct breach and violation of the. constitution, 
— of the king's prerogative, — and of the rights 
and privileges of that house (the legislative 
council) and tended to subvert the constitution 
of the province." 

A copy of the resolutions ps^ssed in the 
legislative council on the occasion, was laid 
before the governor, with an address assur- 
ing his excellency of the fixed determination 
of that branch to support the constitution of the 
province, as by law established, the prerogative 
of the crown, and the independence of the 
legislative council; and requesting that his 
Excellency would be pleased to lay their reso- 
lutions and assurances at the foot of the throne, 
in such way as he might see fit. 

Mr. Marryat, in a letter to the speaker, de 
clined the charge which he had been requested 
by the assembly to take upon himself. His 
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reason for declining it, was the misunderstand- chap. 
ing which existed on the subject, between the^*"^- 
assembly and the legislative council, without 1^22. 
the concurrence of which, he gave it as his 
opinion, such appointment could not constitu- 
tionally exist, nor be acknowledged by the 
government in England. Thus terminated that 
matter for the present. 

The exhaustion of the public chest, as 
already mentioned, was looked upon in the 
assembly as the most speedy and effectual 
method towards bringing the executive under 
its subjection; and, accordingly, one of the 
temporary revenue acts, which had previously 
been renewed, for short periods, from time to 
time, and then stood limited to the first of May 
ensuing, was allowed to expire, although the 
governor, by a special message to the assem- 
bly, called their attention to those laws, 
considering it a subject, he said, of the highest 
importance to the interests of the province. — 
Another which was limited to the same day of 
the following year, it was also determined 
should share the same fate.* 

No appropriation for the service* of the cur- 
rent year was voted, under pretext that it was 
needless to tender an aid for that period, cir- 

• One of the acts alluded to was the provincial statute 53 G. III., 
^h. 11 , as amended by .the 55th Geo. III. , ch. 2. The other was the 
D5th Geo. III., ch. 3. The former yielded for the year ending 1st 
November, 1821, the sum of £12384, currency; the latter £26,222 
currency. The timely interference of the imperial parliament, at 
the instance of Upper Canada, as subsequently noticed, revived the 
one, and prevented the expiration of the other, making both per- 
manent. 
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Chap, cumstanced as matters were in consequence of 
XXIII. the call for a permanent provision, which had 
7^ been made by the governor in his Majesty's 
name, and refusal. It was said that the remon- 
strance to his Majesty on the subject, might pro- 
bably induce a change of opinion, and that in 
the mean time, the governor, as he had previ- 
ously done, was, if he chose, still free to ad- 
vance, upon his own responsibility, out of the 
unappropriated funds, in the public coffers, 
such monies as were necessary to defray the 
expenses of the year, or until an answer to the 
address of the assembly should be signified 
by the ministers ; though liable, in the opinion 
of this body, to be treated, if he did so, as a 
public dilapidator. 

While, however, this alternative was spo- 
ken of as open to the executive, resolutions at 
variance with it were adopted by thg assembly, 
expressive of their determination, to debar the 
government of the use of any monies, even 
for its temporary support, unless particularly 
authorised by act. It was resolved that the 
house would " hold personally responsible his 
Majesty's receiver general of the province, 
and every other person or persons concerned, 
for all monies levied on his Majesty's subjects, 
which may have legally come into his or their 
hands, and been paid over by him or them 
under any authority whatever, unless such 
payments be, or should be authorised by an 
express provision of law." 
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The quorum which previously stood atchap. 
fifteen, was early in this session increased to ^^^• 
twenty-six members, including the speaker, 1822. 
constituting a majority of the whole house. 

The governor acquainted the assembly by 
message, that he had forwarded their address 
of the previous session respecting certain mat- 
ters to the king, and that he had it in com- 
mand to inform them, that the subjects upon 
which they had remonstrated should receive 
all due attention. That, in the mean time, the 
lieut. governor had been ordered to repair to 
Quebec, and to continue resident in the pro- 
vince. That the residence of an efficient 
officer in the district of Gasp6, was deemed by 
his Majesty, in the highest degree expedient ; 
instead, therefore, of sanctioning the abolition 
of lieut. governor, he recommended rather, that 
the assembly should make such adequate pro- 
vision for a resi(fent lieut. governor, as would 
ensure the services of a respectable and effi- 
cient officer. With regard to the secretary of 
the province, the assembly were assured that, 
whenever a vacancy should occur in the office, 
care would be taken that the successor should 
be a resident officer. The absent incumbent, 
in the mean time, was not to be dispossessed, 
*' considering" — it was said, — " that having 
now held the place for many years, and that his 
duties in the province had been adequately dis- 
charged, it did not appear to his Majesty neces- 
sary or just, to dispossess him without some 
adequate compensation for the loss of his office." 
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cba^. The appointment of colonial agent had existed, 
^[|^ it was stated, for many years, and till of late 
^^ had never been objected to in the province — 
that there was no charge of misconduct against 
him, and that as the utility of the office had, 
it appeared, been experienced very recently, 
in bringing under consideration of the govern- 
ment, a very intricate case, affecting materially 
the colonial interests ; his Majesty, for these 
reasons, was not disposed to encourage the 
expectation that the office could be properly 
abolished. That his Majesty was not aware of 
any circumstance which required the payment 
of salaries to the absent members of the 
executive council. The other matters were 
reserved for further consideration. 

An unsuccessful effort was made in the legis- 
lative council, by the opposition members in 
it, to rescind the resolutions passed, relating 
to the civil list, during the lasftession. . These, 
it was argued, interfered with the privileges of 
the assembly, as dictating to it th^ terms upon 
which only, the legislative council would 
accede and give effect to any grant of the 
assembly, towards the support of the civil 
government, pursuant to the call of his Majesty ; 
whereas by the privileges of the commons, it 
appertained to them exclusively to dictate their 
own terms and conditions, relatively to all aids 
to the crown, for whatever purpose they might 
be. 

In the debate which arose in the legislative 
council on this matter, Mr. Richardson expres- 
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sed himself with his usual independence on the chap 
course of the assembly, which he considered ''^"' 
as unconstitutional and overbearing. He 4^22. 
thought their pretensions subversive of the pre- 
rogatives of the crown; and indicative of a 
desire to govern that ought to be curbed in 
time. He spoke of the proceedings of the rul- 
ing party in the lower house as revolutionary, 
intimating that secret committees, from whicli 
certain members were excluded, assembled 
from day to day, to concert schemes in further- 
ance of a disorganizing system, acted upon by 
the body. He compared their measures with 
those characteristic of the times of Charles I. 
in England, and of the french revolution, 
observmg that it would be no matter of surprise, 
if at the moment he was speaking, a committee 
of the assembly were in consultation about 
replacing the personage at the castle, by 
another of their own choice. These compari- 
sons gave serious offence to certain members 
of the assembly, present at those debates, and 
it was determined, after two or three days pri- 
vate consultation among themselves, to make 
it the subject of complaint to, and considera- 
tion in the assembly. 

Accordingly, on the 29th of January, Mr. 
Quirouet, a member of the assembly rising in 
his place informed the house, " that on fri- 
day the 25th inst., he heard the honorable 
John Richardson, one of the members of the 
legislative council of this province, express 
himself in his speech, in english, in reply lo ^3w^ 
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Chap, honorable P. D. Debartzch,* in the debate of 
XXIII. the council, as follows : — 

y^^ <^ How can we rescind our resolutions when there is a 
secret committee silting in the house of assembly, which is, 
perhaps, deliberating on the appointment of a governor of 
their choice, and on the removal of the person now in the 
castle, and putting their own in his place. The committee 
even sits without the knowledge of several members of the 
house, of which there is no example in England, except in 
the time of Charles the first. The committee is, perhaps, a 
committee of public safety." 

This piece of information was referred to a 
select committee of five, who after taking such 
ex-parte information relative to it, as they 
could get from bye-standers during the debates 
in the legislative council, reported the whole 
to the assembly. Long debates ensued, 
abounding generally, with abuse against all 
those who presuming to disapprove of the pro- 
ceedings in the assembly, arraigned, as they 
said, by implication, the whole french Canadian 
population. The language complained of was 
exaggerated into atrocity, and the council 
treated as criminals for not having censured the 
member who had dared to allude in such terms 
before that body, to the assembly. The 
offence was said to be the more heinous, as it 
came from one who being at the same time 
senior member of the executive council, might, 
on a contingency, be invested with the tempo- 
rary administration of the government, but, 

• It was Mr. Debartzch who moved in the legislative council, for 
the rescision of the rules relating to the civil list, already noticed^ and 
which, it was contended by that gentleman in debate, intrenched upon 
the rights and privileges of the assembly. 
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who, it was observed, now, by this his illiberal chap. 
opinion of the representatives of the people ^^^ 
had rendered himself unworthy of ever being 1822. 
allowed to take charge of it, for a single 
moment. That for this reason, it behoved 
them to endeavour to accomplish his removal 
from every situation of confidence, honour or 
profit he held under the crown, and, as far as 
in them lay, to fix upon the offender an indeli- 
ble mark of public opprobrium and disgrace, by 
stigmatizing him as an enemy to the country, 
and recording it on their journals^ 

It was accordingly resolved by the assem- 
bly- 

<' That the discourse and language of the honorable 
John Richardson, a member of the legislative council, 
in the said council, as proved before a committee of 
this house, are false, scandalous, malicious — are a high 
contempt of this house — an odious attempt to destroy 
his Majesty's confidence in the fidelity and loyalty of this 
house, and of the people of this province, and a breach of 
the rights and privileges of this house. 

" That the information given to the house on the 29th 
instant, of the discourse and language used and held by the 
honorable John Richardson, a member of the said council, 
against the honor and loyalty of this house — the proofs and 
evidence before a committee of this house, on the said infor- 
mation — and also the resolutions adopted by this committee, 
be communicated by message to the legislative council, that 
the said discourse and language be laid to the charge of the 
said honorable John Richardson, before the said l&gislativf 
council — and that the legislative council be desired to pro*^ 
ceed in justice upon the said charge, and to inflict upon the 
said honorable John Richardson, a punishment adequate to 
so high an offence against this house. 

^^ That the information given to this house on the 29th 
instant, of the language and discourse used and held on the. 
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Chap, ^th inst., in the legislative CGuaoil, by the honorable John 
XXIII. Richardson, a member of the said council, against the honor 
"-"^'^ and loyalty of this house, and also the proofs or evidence 
1822. received before a committee of this house on the said informa- 
tion, and the resolutions adopted by the house, be communi- 
cated, by an humble address, to his excellency the governor 
in chief, praying his excellency would be pleased, for the 
reasons contained in the said address, to remove and dismisi 
the said John Hichardson, from all offices and places of ho- 
nor, trust, or profit, which he may hold during pleasure, 
under his Majesty*s government in this province." 

Messengers were appointed, who went up 
to the castle with the address. The governor 
answered, that " the address involved conse- 
quences of the highest importance. That the 
resolutions appeared to him to be expressed in 
language inconsistent with the calm dignity of 
a legislative body — that they affected the privi- 
leges of the legislative council, and especially 
in that of freedom of debate — and that he must, 
for these reasons, distinctly refuse the request 
of the house of assembly in this matter." 

This firm and becoming answer cooled the 
ardour of those who had urged the hasty step 
which the assembly had taken. They felt that 
the freedom of debate ought last of all to be 
assailed by a popular body, aiid that in respect- 
ing it, the governor had taken a position that 
must tell to his credit, and which they had 
unwarily relinquished, in the pursuit of a 
vindictive and unworthy purpose. They finally 
edged off by an awkward resolution on their 
journals, reprobating all attempts in any mem- 
ber of the council, to destroy the confidence 
of the King's representative in their honor and 



oyalty, — a^ a contempt of the house, and a chap. 
>reach of its rights and privileges :— -as tending ^^^' 
to destroy harmony, and to render useless the 1822. 
sndeavouFS of the assembly for the general 
i¥elfare-~adding, as an apolpgy for their pro- 
ceedings, that, ^^ it is the incontestable right of 
this house to repress such attempts by every 
[constitutional means in their power." 

The messengers who had taken up the 
[lumble address on this matter to the castle, 
immediately afterwards, also laid the complaint 
3f the assembly before the legislative council ; 
»rhich, viewing the steps that body had adopted 
with respect to one of its members, for 
language used in debate, within its own walls, 
SIS a flagrant breach of its privileges, refused 
to compromise its own honour, or the rights of 
its members, by any measures on the subject, 
until reparation were made by the assembly, 
for the actual breach by them, of the privileges 
of the legislative council in the same matter.* 

• Mr. Richardson, when the subject was taken up before the 
legislative council repeated the substance of his observations in the 
d^)ate which had pven such offence. There was some unimportant 
variance between his statement and the reporfs given of them, aris- 
ing probably from imperfect recollection or misunderstanding b^ the 
persons examined before the committee. He did not repeat his ob- 
servations for the purpose of retracting them, he said, but rather to 
show more clearly than ever his meaning, if there could have been 
any doubt about it, intending fully to confirm, on further reflection, 
all he bad then said, and which the assembly, by their proceedings 
in this matter, had strikingly justified. 

There were no debates in the legislative council on the subject. — 
Mr. Richardson, after these observations withdrew, when the follow- 
ing resolution was unanimously adopted : — '* That an answer should 
be sent to inform the assembly, that the legislative council were ex- 
tremely desirous to preserve a good understanding between the two 
houses, and were willing to inquire into the subject matter of the 
message of the assembly and do right therein ; but that the bfi»>a&^ 
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Chap. After the assembly had refused to provide 
^^^ for the civil list during the King's life, and the 
1822. resolution already noticed, of holding the 
receiver general and all others concerned, 
responsible for ajl payments made from the 
public chest, without the authority of an ex- 
press provision of law, the Governor sent a 
message to the assembly, acquainting them of 
the course he intended to adopt in consequence 
of their determination. 

He had, he said, at the close of the last 
session, pointed out the difficulties which 
would follow from the want of the usual appro- 
priations of public monies, to meet the public 
expenditure, and particularly stated that the 
government would be left without the pecuni- 
ary means which its exigences would indispen- 



conceived it was not consistent with its honor or with the rights of 
its members to proceed upon a presumed breach of the privileges of 
the assembly, which the said message alleged, until the legislative 
council should have received reparation from tlie assembly, for the 
actual breach of the privileges of the legislative council by the assem- 
bly, in the same matter, by their address to his excellency the gover- 
nor in chief, praying him to remove the honorable John Richardson 
from all his offices and places of honor, trust or profit, which he might 
hold during pleasure under his Majesty's government in this province, 
and thereby censure and punish him for words used by him in de- 
bate in that house, where only, a member thereof, for words so used, 
can be questioned. The said address being a proceeding on the part of 
the assembly, which inasmuch as it sought, upon the application of the 
assembly, to subject the members of the legislative council, without 
hearing or enquiry, to censure and punishment by another branch of 
the legislature for their conduct in that house, restrains the freedom of 
debate, and deeply affects the constitutional independence of the legis- 
lative council." Mr. Richardson never held, nor would hold any 
post of profit under the crown. As an executive councillor he receiv- 
ed a £100 a year, which, however, was not an indemnity for the 
expense to which he must actually have been put, in attencung upon 
the court of appeals at Quebec, as a member of the executive coun* 
cil, and as such, one of the judges in appeal. 
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sably require, if he did not advance them onchap. 
his own personal responsibility. ^*"^- 

That accordingly he did so advance the^|^^ 
difference between the amount of the royal 
revenue which was placed at his disposal,* and 
the total amount of the civil expenditure of 
the province, and had called upon the assem- 
bly by message of the 8th January last, to 
make good this difference.! 

That he therefore had not put in question 
the constitutional principle, which directs the 
application of the public monies to the purposes 
for which they are appropriated. He had 
relied with confidence upon the faith of the 
assembly, which was pledged to pay the civil 
expenditure of the province,^ and in the firm 
belief that he should act in conformity to the 
wishes of the legislature, he had taken upon 
himself this great responsibility in order to 
prevent consequences equally distressing to 
individuals, and ruinous to the general inte- 
rests of the province. 

That by the proceedings of the present 
session, circumstances were materially changed. 
It would not now be in his power to make 

♦ That is to say, the proceeds of the 14th Geo. III., ch. 88, toge- 
ther with the casual and territorial revenue of the crown, in the pro- 
vince, and other specific appropriations. 

I By this message he had called " the attention of the assembly to 
the enactment of a law to reimburse and make good to his Majesty's 
government the various advances in money for which provision had 
not been made by the legislature, but which had been found indispen- 
sably necessary for the support of his Majesty's provincial govern- 
ment, as also for certain public institutions heretofore sanctioned and 
assisted by the beneficence of the legislature, as detailed in the 
accounts before the assembly." 

It 2 
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Chap, further advances, nor would it be consistent 
^^^ with his duty to venture a greater stretch of 
1822. responsibility. He, therefore, would apply 
the territorial and casual revenues, fines, rents 
and profits, which were reserved to and be- 
longed to his most christian Majesty at the 
conquest, and surrender of Canada to his late 
Majesty the King of Great Britain ; the monies 
raised by statutes of the imperial parliament, 
and the sum of £5000 sterling, raised by the 
provincial statute 35th Geo. 3, ch. 9, towards 
defraying the expenses in support of his 
Majesty\s civil government, and of the adminis- 
tration of justice in the province, according to 
, the appropriations of those statutes. 

That should there be any surplus remaining 
after the payment of these expenses, he would 
then apply that surplus towards defraying the 
expenses of such local establishments and 
objects of public charge, as form no part of 
his Majesty's civil government, and are not 
connected with the administration of justice. 

He did not, however, flatter himself that 
there would be any such surplus : he therefore 
called upon the assembly for the supply neces- 
sary for defraying the several expenses of those 
different local establishments, and objects of 
public charge to which he had referred, and 
which, as appeared by the expenditure^ of last 
year, laid before the assembly in this session, 
would amount to about .£30,000, including the 
expenses of the legislature, and the collection 
of the public revenue — that he deemed it his 
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indispensable duty to add, that if these sup- chap. 
plies ' were not granted, he would have no *^"^ 
means to defray the expenses of these local J^ 
establishments and objects of public charge, 
except where payment had been provided by 
specific appropriations. 

The assembly by an address to the Gover- 
nor, thanked him for his message, assuring 
^ him that they had received with the greatest 
satisfaction his declaration, that he had not 
put in question the constitutional principles, 
that the public money should be applied only 
conformably to law : and expressing — " deep 
regret that the standing rules adopted by the 
legislative council, in the preceding month of 
March, aiid still acted upon by that body, in 
manifest violation of the constitutional rights 
of the assembly, of advising his Majesty by bill, 
in such manner as they might judge best and 
most conducive to the peace, welfare and good 
government of the province, and particularly 
with regard to money bills, prevented the house 
from entertaining at present, any hope that its 
invariable disposition to provide for the neces- 
sary expenses of his Majesty's civil govern- 
ment in this province, could have its proper 
and legal effect." They concluded by assur- 
ing his excellency, *^ that the house, as soon as 
it should have been left in the full enjoyment 
of its rights and privileges, and his excellency 
have communicated to the house his Majesty's 
gracious acceptance of the renewed offer of 
the house to vote annually all the exijeiv^^^ <^^ 
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Chap, of his civil government in this province, would 

^^^' not fail, in the faithful discharge of its obliga- 

1822^ tions, having regard to that jqst economy which 

the present circumstances of the province 

imperiously demand." 

The governor, in reply to the address, sim- 
ply expressed his " most sincere regret that the 
house of assembly should have thus resolved 
to grant no supply, nor means by which the ex- 
penses of the local establishments or objects of 
public charge in the pro vince could be paid 
that year." 

The assembly wound up the business of the 
session by a series of resolutions declaratory 
of their views, with respect to the financial 
misunderstanding with Upper Canada. A 
negotiation had, in the course of the previous 
summer, been carried on at Montreal, by 
commissioners on the part of both provinces, 
which was broken off; those of Lower Canada 
considering the claims of the upper province 
for the proportion of drawbacks on dutiable 
goods imported into Lower, and passing thence 
into Upper Canada, inordinate: while those 
of Upper Canada complained of the evasion 
and injustice done that province, by the com- 
missioners on the part of Lower Canada. By 
the last agreement that had been entered into,* 
one fifth of the whole duties raised in Lower 
Canada was allowed the upper province, the 
expenses of collection first deducted. A 

♦ 1st May, 1817. This was ratified in the session of 1818, and 
expired on the 1st July, 1819. 
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greater proportion was now claimed, besides chap. 
certain arrears to the amount of £30,000,^^* 
which the commissioners of Lower Canada 1822. 
refused. 

The legislature of Upper Canada, thinking 
that province aggrieved, in the result of the 
negotiations with the commissioners of this 
province,* took early measures to bring the 
subject under consideration of the imperial 
government. An agent was appointed, pur- 
suant to' an act passed for the purpose, and a 
suitable appropriation made to defray the 
expenses of his voyage to England. Notice 
of this measure was officially forwarded to the 
government of Lower Canada, but came too 
late for the session, which was prorogued on the 
18th of February. The governor observed : — 

'^ That on a full consideration of the situation of affairs, 
and of the peculiar circumstances \vhich had led to it, he 
was satisfied that no benefit to the public could be expected 
from a continuance of the session, and he had therefore 
determined to prorogue the provincial parliament." 

He expressed his " regret that it should have been thought 
proper to have recourse to the unusual practice of withholding 
the necessary supplies," but observed (sarcastically ?) — 
that whatever might have been the intention of that mea- 
sure, he was happy to state that it would not at all affect 
the administration of his Majesty's civil government, or of 
justice, or the officers employed in either of those depart- 
ments — That the effects would fall entirely on the local 
establishments, and be felt highly injurious to the interests 
of his Majesty's loyal and faithful subjects in this province." 

• These were Mr. Papineau, Mr. Cnvillier, Mr. Neilson, Mr. 
Davidson, and Mr. Garden, all members of the assemly, and named 
by it in the act under which they were to negotiate. The commis- 
sioners for Upper Canada, were appointed by the executive govern- 
ment, under an act of the legislature of that province. 
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• 

Chap. " '^^^ proceedings which have led to this measure,'*— 
XXIII. said his lordship, — << have afforded me the greatest satisfac- 
v-'v-^ tion of knowing that the legislative council of this province, 
1822. duly appreciate the important duties of their elevated sta- 
tion. Their conduct has assured me that his Majesty may 
rest confident of their firm support, in maintaining the true 
principles of the constitution and the just rights of the crown; 
so also it will be the object of my constant study to main- 
tain these, and to employ the powers entrusted to me by his 
Majesty to the only end for which they were given j — ^the 
good of his subjects." 

The lieutenant governor of the province, 
sir Francis N. Burton, arrived at Quebec early 
in July, from England ; in consequence of the 
remonstrances of the assembly, at the previ- 
ous session, and on the fifth of the month was 
sworn into office. 

The state in which the proceedings of the 
last session had left the affairs of the province, 
and the disputed claims of Upper Canada on 
the lower province, urged the government at 
home to take steps as well of coercion, as for 
adjustment of the financial difficulties between 
them. A legislative union of the two provin- 
ces was also resolved upon, as a measure of 
necessity, and a bill accordingly was intro- 
duced in the house of commons for that pur- 
pose, and the settlement of the other matters. 

That part of the bill which related to the 
union being warmly opposed in the house 
of commons, as unnecessarily interfering with 
both provinces, was relinquished by the minis- 
ter until the sense of their inhabitants could be 
ascertained. The bill divested of this measure, 
was passed in parliament, and became a law, 
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afterwards known as *^ the Canada trade act." chap 
By it every essential claim of Upper Canada ^xi" 
was awarded, and with a view of securing it'J^ 
in future against the caprice of, and sustaining 
\yrong from the assembly of Lower Canada, 
all the duties which, at the time of the expira- 
tion of the last agreement* between the two 
provinces, were payable under acts of the 
legislature ot Lower Canada, on the importa- 
tion of goods into it, were permanently conti- 
nued. The two temporary provincial acts pre- 
viously noticed, (including that which the 
assembly had previously suffered to expire, 
being also revived by the imperial act,) con- 
sequently became permanent laws, liable al- 
ways to be repealed or altered by act of the 
legislature of Lower Canada, in case such 
repeal or alteration should meet with the con- 
currence and sanction of the legislature of 
Upper Canada. 

Nor did the act stop here. It disabled the 
legislature of Lower Canada, from imposing 
new duties on articles imported by sea into 
this province, unless with the sanction of the 
legislature of Upper Canada, or unless the bill 
passed for the purpose should have been laid 
before the imperial parliament and the royal 
assent obtained. Thus were the schemes for 
impoverishing the treasury and reducing the 
executive to dependence on the assembly, not 
only frustrated, but the assembly itself, in jus- 
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Chap, tice to the adjoining province, restrained in the 
^^^ exercise of its legislative powers in matters of 
1822. finance. 

One very important provision of the act was 
the power it gave of commuting, by transac- 
tion with the crown, the seigniorial or feudal 
tenure into that of free and common soccage. 
This, the first blow to the prostration of that ser- 
vile and unenglish tenure in Lower Canada,was, 
however, far from being satisfactory to the most 
of those, the Canadians of french origin, sup- 
posed to be oppressed by it, being held up to 
them as an undue interference by the imperial 
parliament, an encroachment on the rights of 
the local legislature, and consequently a griev- 
ance. This enactment was said to have been 
at the instance of Mr. Ellice, proprietor of the 
seigniory of Beauharnois, a member of the 
house of commons. 

The intended union, when made known in 
Lower Canada, produced great excitement, 
as a project interfering with the national 
rights of the people, particularly those of 
french origin. The Canada trade act was 
considered of litde or no importance con- 
trasted with the mischief anticipated from 
the extinguishment of the influence and as- 
cendency which the population of french des- 
cent maintained under the existing constitu- 
tion, in the legislature of the province, and of 
which, those of british birth and descent in it, 
now began loudly to complain, as opposed 
to and prejudicial to improvement, and to 
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the intro(iuction of british enterprise andchap. 
capital. ^• 

It was proposed by the union bill, to unite 1322. 
the legislatures of both Canadas, under the 
style or denomination of ** The Legislative 
Council and Assembly of the Canadas.^* The 
governor was to have been authorised to erect 
the townships hitherto unrepresented, into 
counties, each to consist of not less than six 
townships, and to return a member to the 
assembly. The whole number of representa- 
tives for each province, was not to exceed 
sixty. As a qualification, each member was to 
be possessed of a freehold in fief or in roture, 
of the clear value of £500 sterling, over and 
above all incumbrances. Two members of 
each of the executive councils of either pro- 
vince, were, in virtue of an appointment under 
the hand and seal of the governor, to take seats 
in the assembly, with the right o§ taking part in 
the debates, but not to vote. The assembly 
was to be quinquennial. Neither of the two 
houses was to be capable of imprisoning for 
breach of privilege, any of his Majesty's sub- 
jects not being members, or officers, or ser- 
vants of the house, until an act were passed by 
the legislature, declaratory of the privileges of 
those bodies in this respect. All written pro- 
ceedings of the legislative council and assem- 
bly were to be in the english language only, 
and at the expiration of fifteen years after the 
union, all debates in those bodies were to be 
carried on solely in english. The free exercise 
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Chap, of the roman catholic religioHj was respected, 
xxui. subject to the king's supremacy, and to the col- 
ig22, lation or induction into cures, a privilege of 
which the bishop superintending the catholic 
church in this province, had been heretofore, (as 
he still is,) left in the enjoyment. This circum- 
stance seeming to the clergy a grievous inter- 
ference with their church, gave umbrage to the 
body, who accordingly declaimed against the 
bill. 

Resolutions, for and against the union, wdre 
adopted at public meetings held for the pur- 
pose. The Canadians of french descent, were 
almost to a man anti-unionists ; thosie of british 
origin were, for the greatest part, unionists. — ^ 
Party spirit ran high, and all other political 
animosities seemed confounded in this toatter, 
in which the attention of both parties was, for 
the present, wholly engrossed. The unionists 
in their petitions complained in strong terms of 
the grievances under which the inhabitants of 
british birth andxlescent laboured, by reason of 
the inveterate prejudices and systefoatic oppo- 
sition of the french Canadians, having the ascen- 
dency in the legislature of the province, to all 
ifuprovements of a natut^e to eticdutage the in- 
troduction of british ^iapital and enfterpri«e. — 
That instead of ustag their ascendency to assi- 
milate the province with the pttrent state, they 
tkbused it in cheching evety thing of a t^hdehcfy 
in that direction, i»e<;omme?nded by tfee gbv€flii- 
tnent or solicited by |>etiti6n ; afnd that tb^ only 
desired to ttaintain thdr powefr, ^t they ffii^t 
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t^e wofe effeQtwlly ret^ird the {^ssimilatioii of chap, 
the laws, language, institiji.tk)ns aBd f^el^nga pl*™^- 
the proYiiDf?^., with those of Engl?#^,-r-They i^ 
were repj^^ented ^s antirbr^tish and; french at 
co^e, and the strong policy of pFOSfti^atiag at a 
single and determined Uqw,^ the ascendency 
coniplaiDed of, and th^ifeby pf altering the gallic 
acid foreign aspect of the proyince, was recom- 
meaded and solicited. 

That fron^ Montreal, e^^ceUed all others in 
asperity. It condemned the policy that prompt- 
ed the britisfc government to divide the pro- 
vince of Quebec into two provinces, whereby 
" the english population ii^ Lower Canada, was 
rendered inefficient, frpni the comparative 
smallness of their numbers, and the whole 
power of the representative branch of the 
government was given to the french Canadians." 
-^It represented that " the french Canadian 
population, for ^ short period of time after the 
adoption of the present constitution, partly from 
incapacity to ei^ercise the political powers with 
which they had become invested, arid partly 
from some reqa^i^ing deference for their eng- 
lish fellow subjects, used their ascendency with 
moderation, bvit this disposhio^ was not of long 
continuance, ai^d soo^ yielded to inveterate 
aqtirbritish, j^nd ?iftti-^omiflercial prejudices, by 
which they have ^ot ceased to be actuated." 

It was represented tb?it ^* all commercial en- 
terprise an4 inaprovement had been crippled 
a.nd obstructed, and that th^ country remained 
with all the foreign ch8^racter^stics which it 
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Chap, possessed at the time of the conquest, that is, 

^^^ in all particulars, french.'* 

1822. " Without a * union'^ — it was said, — ^* this 
population must retain its present ascendency 
in the government of the country, and will not 
of course, of its own accord, cease to be 
french. — Its progressive increase under the fos- 
tering protection of Great Britain, will, there- 
fore, necessarily lead to a result, which, without 
a union, is anticipated." They added that they 
" could not omit to notice that the unreasona- 
ble extent of political rights which had been 
conceded to this population, to the prejudice 
of their fellow subjects of british origin, toge- 
ther with a sense of their growing strength, has 
already had the effect of realising, in the ima- 
gination of many of them, their fancied exist- 
ence as a separate nation, under the name of 
the " nation canadienne^^' implying pretensions 
not more ii'reconcilable with the rights of their 
fellow subjects, than with a just subordination 
to the parent state." They therefore " res- 
pectfully submitted, whether a system of govern- 
ment which had had such effects, and which in 
its ulterior consequences must expose Great 
Britain to the mortification and disgrace of hav- 
ing, at immense expense, reared to the matu- 
rity of independence, a foreign conquered 
colony, to become the ally of a foreign nation, 
and the scourge of its native subjects and their 
dependants, ought to be persisted in." 

Almost every township and settlement, as 
well as the cities and towns, in which there 
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were iiofaabitants of british birth or descent, chap. 
preipared separate petitions to the king and ^^^• 
parliament on the subject; but the anti-union- TsSl 
ists proceeded with greater unity and system 
than their adversaries, and indeed, with a mo- 
deration of language at least, in their petition, 
which, in some instances the latter, in the heat 
of party spirit, lost sight of altogether. A pub- 
lic meeting was held at Montreal, on the 7th 
October, and at Quebec another on the 14th 
of the same month, by the anti-unionists. At 
the former, a committee of seventeen, and at 
the latter place another committee of thirty 
members were appointed to prepare petitions 
against the union. That of Montreal consisted 
wholly of french Canadians ; in that of Quebec 
there was a sprinkling of anglo-canadians, and 
persons of british birth. 

These committees, styling themselves " con- 
stitutional eammitieeSy^^ corresponded together, 
and concluded upon an address to the king and 
parliament, in the name of the inhabitants of the 
province, • deprecating the intended legislative 
union of the Canadas. Messengers were dis- 
patched throughout the country parishes for the 
purpose of obtaining subscribers. The signa- 
tures and crosses obtained from the various 
parts of the province amounted, as it was stat- 
ed, to about sixty thousand in all. Mr. John 
Neilson, of Quebec, was deputed, on the part 
of the Quebec committee, and Mr. Papineau, 
speaker of the assembly, on the part of that 
of Montreal,! to take home the address. Mr. 
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Chap. James Stuart was appointed by the unionists 
^^"^- to carry home their petitions. These gentle- 
1822. men accordingly proceeded to England, by way 
of New York, early in the winter, so as to be 
in time for the opening of parliament. The 
committee of anti-unionists at Quebec,while the 
petitions were in progress, addressed printed 
circulars to several members of the british 
house of commons, requesting that all proceed- 
ings with respect to the intended union might 
be stayed, until their petition should reach 
England, and be laid before parliament. 

The governor, in this matter, kept aloof, pa- 
tronising neither of the parties, but giving to 
those who went to England, with their res- 
pective petitions, letters of introduction to the 
colonial minister. 

The Eastern Townships, hitherto unrepre- 
sented in the legislature and virtually excluded 
from it, very generally expressed themselves 
in favor of the union. The following are in- 
stances of their views of the subject : — 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of St. Armand, it was resolved, — 

*^ That this meeting has observed with the greatest satisfaction, 
the disposition that prevails in his Majesty's government, to apply an 
effectual remedy to existing political evils in the provinces of Canada, 
by uniting them under one legislature. 

" That in the opinion of this meeting, the proposed measure of a 
union, is not more imperiously demanded, by the respective interests 
of the two provinces, which, from local situation and other circum- 



stances, are interwoven, than by those of the mother country, which, 
without this salutary measure, must continue to be counteracted by 
national prejudices, habits and dispositions, proceeding from the 
forei^ origin of a part of the population.. 

" That the inhabitants of the townships of Lower Canada, compos- 
ed of loyalists and the descendants of native british subjects, under the 
existing constitution of the legislature of the province, have not only 
been debarred from the exercise of the political rights belonging to 
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british subjects, but have been in a great measure excluded from the q^^lv 
benefits of civil government, in consequence of the utter disregard of xxni 
their wants, as well as their rights, by the majority of that legislature. ^^' 

" That this meeting are of opinion that, without the benefit of the ^Tt^ 
proposed union, the industry and enterprise of the inhabitants of the 1822. 
townships will continue to be crippled and rendered unavailing and 
unproductive to this province, and to the mother country, with the 
humiliating and painful prospect, in the view of the present inhabi- 
tants, that their posterity may be doomed to acquire the language and 
assume the manners and character of a foreign people. 

That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the proposed union 
would, in its consequences, gradually remove the prejudices and 
distinctive marks which now divide the population of Lower 
Canada, and render its inhabitants one people, united by their princi- 
ples, institutions and manners, as they are by their interest. 

*' That it is the anxious wish of the inhabitants of the townships, 
when admitted by their representatives to a fair participation in the 
colonial government, to coalesce with the rest of the population of 
this province, without distinctions of any kind ; and as they have 
done in time past, demonstrate, not in words, but by their conduct, 
the invariable loyalty and attachment to his Majesty's government, 
by which they have never ceased to be actuated. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of Grantham, it was resolved, — 

*' That in the opinion of this meeting, the union of the legislatures 
of Upper and Lower Canada, proposed by his Majesty's ministers, 
during the last session of the imperial parliament, is highly expedient 
not only for the security, improvement and extensive settlement of 
both provinces, as british colonies, but likewise as the mildest remedy 
for the intolerable political evils, which, during thirty years, have 
prevailed in this province. 

" That in the opinion of this meeting, the said measure will pro- 
duce a salutary change in the composition of the house of assembly, 
which body, under the present constitution, chiefly consists of mem- 
bers of french origin, who, founding their political power as well as 
their expectations of private interest on the national prejudices of 
their uneducated countrymen, have studiously discouraged the settle- 
ment of Lower Canada, by emigrants of a different origin, possessing 
the enterprise, perseverance and knowledge which qualify them for 
the improvement of the country, developing its commercial resources, 
and rendering it a useful and creditable appendage to the british 
empire. 

" That the Eastern Townships, containing a numerous, educated, 
and increasing population, are, nevertheless, without a single voice in 
title provincial legislature, and have likewise, in a great degree, been 
debarred from the benefits of the civil government ; and their wants 
and their rights have been utterly neglected by the french Canadian 
majority, who have treated their complaints and humble petitions, 
wim opprobrious ridicule or silent contempt. 

<< That besides regarding the proposed union as the means of speedily 
relieving these townships from the intolerable privations and political 
evils under which they labour, this meeting consider it as a ^c<y^^<a& 
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ChsD ^^ Uberal pc^cy and enlifhtened Tvisdom of the Ixitish ^venoBieDitr 
j^fj being eminently calculated to remove national prejudices derived 
'from difference of origin, and to consolidate the whole popuU^on of 
^^**'"*^both provinces into ooe homogeneous mass, animated by the same 
1822, views for the public interest, and the same sentiments of loyalty 
towards their common sovereign." 

These may be taken as* expressive of the views of the universality 
of the inhabitants of british origin in those townships. Meetings in 
support of the intended union were also held in the townships of Hat- 
ley, Shefford, Farnham, Stukely, Granby, and West Bolton, Odell- 
town, and Caldwdl Manor, and at various places in Upper Canada. 
The unionists in Quebec, more reasonable and just in their views 
perhaps, than those in any other part of the. province, in petitioning 
parliament, expressed themselves as follows : — 

" As the re-union of the two provinces has been proposed in the 
imperial parliament, they beg leave to express their entire acquies- 
cence in the adoption of that measure, upon such principles as shall 
secure to all classes of his Majesty*s subjects in these provinces, their 
' just rights, and protect the whole in the enjoyment of existing laws 

and their religion as guaranteed — such a union would, in the opinion 
of your petitioners, aflbrd the most effectual remedy for existinjg: 
evils, "as it would tend gradually to assimilate the whole population 
in opinions, habits and feelings, and afford a reasonable hope that the 
wisdom of the united legislature would devise a system of govern- 
ment of more consistency and unity, and of greater liberality to all 
classes than has hitherto been experienced. 

** A union on the equitable principles humbly suggested by his 
Majesty's petitioners, will necessarily include a representation pro- 
portionate, as near as possible, to the numbers, wesdth, and resources 
of the different classes of inhabitants of these provinces ; — will require 
no innovation in the laws or religion of the countiy , nor proscription 
in debate or motion in the legislature, of the language of any portion 
of the inhabitants, in every dass of whom, bravery and loyalty have 
been evinced as fellow soldiers in defence of the province." 

The petition from the town and district of Three Rivers, contained 

the following passages : — 

" Your petitioners are impressed with a firm conviction that the 

g resent organization of the province of Lower Canada, and that of its 
ouse of assembly, are of a nature and composition too heterogeneous 
ever to assinoilate its population in manners, customs, language, or 
feeling. That invidious distinctions, and asperities are the natural 
consequences which must arise, and ever continue to flow, from 
these causes. That no fair and equal portion of british feeling, or in- 
terest ia ever likely to be created, or maintained in ttte popular branch 
of the legislature, during the continuance of the present state of things. 
'* That it is our firm conviction that these and many other evils o f 
vital detriment to the growing prosperity of both provinces, originate 
j>rimajrily from the injudicious sub-division of die late province of 
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Quebec, into two provinces, with distinct and separate governments, q^^ 
♦< To enable your Majesty to form a correct opinion of the truth and ^rj-j 
justice of the foregoing facts, the consequence of which we, your Ma- 
jesty's loyal subjects of this district, in common with all the british ^^^^ 
part of the province, so oppressively feel ; it may, perhaps, be in itself 1®». 
sufficient and conclusive to point out, that out of fifty members con- 
stituting the house of assembly of Lower Canada, one-fifth part only 
are of british origin or language, and that this branch of the legisla- 
ture is almost exclusively returned by uneducated farmers and pea- 
santry, always actuated upon by a few of the influencing leaders 
among their countrymen, thus forming amass of influence, rarely, if 
ever exercised in unison wiih the wishes of the government, or of the 
british part of the community, insomuch that the progress of improve- 
ment and amelioration is greatly retarded ; — ^the benefits of an im- 
mense and valuable emigration from the mother country altogether 
lost by discouragement, and conmierce languid and unimportant. 

" A further conviction of the necessity of a reunion must, we pre- 
sume, occur to your Majesty, from the utter impracticability of de- 
riving any adequate means for an equable subdivision and participa- 
tion of the revenue, to be derived from the import and transit of 
of goods (for which Quebec alone can ever be the port of entry from 
ihe sea) capable of reconciling the interests of the divided provinces, 
in a satisfactory manner." 

Besides the passages quoted above, from the petition of the unionists 

at Montreal, were the following: — 

*' In adverting to the injurious consequences arising from the divi- 
sion of the late province of Quebec, your petitioners cannot omit to 
notice more particularly the effect that measure has had in preventing 
the increase of the british population in Lower Canada, ana the deve- 
lopment of its resources. The predominance of the french popula- 
tion in the legislature has occasioned obstacles to the settlement of 
british emigrants that have not been surmounted ; so that the vast 
increase of british population to have been expected, from this cause 
has been, in a great degree, prevented. The injury sustained in this 
particular, may be easily appreciated, when it is observed that, since 
the late american war, upwards of 80,000 souls (that is, a number 
equal to one-fourth of the actual french population) have found their 
way to this province from Great Britain and Ireland ; and of those 
scarcely one-twentieth part remain within its limits, the rest, w^ith 
the exception of a small nimiber who have settled in Upper Canada, 
having been induced, by the foreign character of the country in which 
they had sought an asylum, and the discouragements they experien- 
ced, to try their fortune in the United States. The loss thus sustained 
is not confined to those who left the country, but comprises their con- 
nexions and friends who would have followed them. 

" In the same proportion as the increase of british population has 
been prevented, has the agricultural and commercial prosperity of 
the country been retarded and obstructed ; as it is to the enterprise, 
intelligence, and persevering industry of that population, that both 
agriculture and commerce must be principally indebted for their 
advaccement. On this head it may be fairly «iv«xA.«^ >^^^\!5^ 
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Cba». ^^ ^^ impolitic division of the late province of Quebec taken 
^Tj7^[pl4C6| and l^id a fit plan of representation been adopted, the 
^^^' british population would now exceed the french, and the imports aqd 
^J^^ exports of the country be greatly beyond their present amouyat." 

The petition drawn up by the committees of the districts of Que- 
bec and Montreal; against the union, was temperate and well rea- 
soned. The following are extracts from it : — 

" That your petitioners have learnt, with the most profound grief 
and the greatest alarm, that a bill was introduced, with the sanction 
of your Majesty's servants, in the honorable the house of commons, 
at the last session of the parliament of the United Kingdom, for mak- 
ing changes in the constitution of the government in this province, as 
by the statute 31st Geo. III., chap. 31st, happily established therein. 

" That inasmuch as by reason of the near approach of the time 
when parliament may be assembled, the legislature of this province 
may be deprived of the opportunity which the commons, in their 
wisdom and justice, proposed to afibrd to the people of this province, 
of submitting to your Majesty and to the two houses of parliament, 
their sentiments on this momentous subject, your petitioners conceive 
it to be their duty to your Majesty and to themselves, most humbly, 
and with the least possible delay, to lay their representations on the 
subject of the same bill at the foot of your Majesty's throne. 

" That no alteration in the aforesaid statute had, at any time, been, 
publicly, prayed for, by any of the authorities constituted under it, or 
by any portion of your Majesty's subjects residing in this province ; 
but on the contrary, all classes and (descriptions of people therein, 
have uniformly expressed their inviolable attachment to the said con- 
stitution, and have but recently, cheerfully hazarded their lives and 
fortunes in defence of your Majesty's government, as established by 
the said statute in this province. 

''That the said statute w^as granted to your Majesty's subjects in 
this province, conformably to the royal promise contained in the pro- 
clamation of the 7th October, 1763, after various petitions for, and 
against the proposed measure, from the different descriptions of per- 
sons whose interests were to be affected thereby, after a royal mes- 
sage to parliament recommending the division of the province, and 
after a hearing at the bar of the honorable the house of commons, 
whereby the said act was received and justly regarded by all your Ma- 
jesty's subjects in these parts of your dominions, as a solemn compact, 
forming, by the highest authority in the british empire, the legal eind 
permanent guarantee of their liberty, their property and dearest rights. 

" That the said statute, modelled upon the constitution of the pa- 
rent state, by some of the best and wisest of her statesmen, provides 
sufficient powers for the remedying of abuses, redressing of grie- 
vances, allaying discontents and promoting the general welfare of the 
province, without the necessity of those legislative 'interferences on 
the part of the supreme government, which, in similar cases, have 
been found so pernicious, by transforming discontents, purely, local 
and temporary, into dangerous misunderstandings between the colo- 
nies and the mother country. 
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" That rfotwithstanding various obstacles and difficultie«, which the q^^j^ 
powers and operation of the constitution, established by the said sta- ^^jj^* 

lute, are gradually removing, the population of this province has been ' 

progressive in a ratio fully equal to that of the United States of Ame- ^^'^'^ 
rica, without a proportionate increase from emigration ; the public 1822. 
revenue has proved nearly sufficient to cover all the necessary colo- 
nial expenditure, and trade and agriculture, notwithstandmg the 
extraordinary pressure of the times have, in the aggregate, greatly 
improved. 



P. S.— The following letter, hitherto unpublished, from sir George 
Prevost, to earl Bathurst, will be read with interest. Its proper place 
would have been in page 249, while on the subject of the expedition 
to Plattsburgh ; but we were not possessed of it when that matter was 
put to press. It feelingly expresses sir George Prevost's conviction of 
the necessity of the course he adopted after the loss of the fleet, and 
may, in some sort, be considered as his vindication on the occasion : — 

" Head Quarters, Montreal, 6th October, 1814. 

" No. 20. 

" My lord, — On my return to Montreal, I met a messenger 
bringing your lordship's despatch, No. 75, of the 22d August. 

" 1 read with deep concern, and was particularly sensible to that 
part of it which apprises me that the expectations of his royal high- 
ness the Prince Regent, and of the country, would be seriously disap- 
pointed should I allow the present campaign to close, without having 
undertaken any offensive measure against the enemy. Your lordship 
is aware to what extent I have acted, under that impression, and how 
completely my views have been frustrated by the failure of our naval 
means in the very outset of my endeavours. 

" With whatever sorrow I may think of the unfortunate occur- 
rences to which I allude, I consider them as light and trivial when 
compared to the disastrous results which I am solenmly persuaded 
would have ensued, had any consideration of personal glory, or any 
unreflecting disregard of the safety of the province, or the honor of the 
army entrusted to my charge, induced me to pursue those offen- 
sive operations by land, (independent of the fleet^ which it would ap- 
pear, by your lordship's despatch, were expected of me. Such opera- 
tions, my lord, have been attempted before, and on the same ground. 
The history of our country records their failure, and had they been 
undertaken again with double the force placed under my conmiand, 
they would have issued in the discomfiture of his Majesty's arms, and 
in a defeat not more disastrous than inevitable. 

" My lord, having attained the eminence on which I now stand, by 
unwearied exertions through the course of many years, to discharge 
faithfully my obligations to my king and country, and having always 
endeavoured to act a proper part, with finnness and constancy, I con- 
fess that the purport of your lordship's last communication has \j\«^- 
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Chftp. duced an agony of mind indescribable. — Placed in a command, noi 
zxiii. more unprecedented in extent thah in difficulties — surrounded by em- 
^^^^^^ barrassments of which no local information possessed by your lord 

18122 ^^^P ^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ ^^^^' since they arise fresn around me with eacl 
' succeeding^ day ; and called upon to fulfil expectations inconsisten 
with the situation of the country, while, at the same time, I have tt 
contend with ancient prejudices and false opinions long entertained 
I have firmly encountered all and conquered much. I have shrunJi 
from no exertion, personal or mental, — and now, though distant fron 
the scene where my conduct will be judged, I rest in me full convic- 
tion that it will be viewed with fairness and candour, and will, in th< 
end, be found to have conduced to the best interests of our country, 
« I have the honor, &c. 

(Signed) " GEO. PREVOST." 

" To the right honorable the earl Bathuhst." 

That sir Georgje Prevost, in giving orders to retire when he did, 
from before Plattsburgh, conscientiously believed he was doing what 
was best for his country, though at the expense of his own popularity 
for the moment, abundant proof, it seems, could be adduced. It is a 
fact that can be vouched for, that to a most intimate friend he de- 
clared, after the Plattsburgh affair, and before he was ordered home, 
that on the night of the day when he recalled the troops from the 
attack, and ordered a retreat, though foreseeing full well aJJ the odium 
and temporary loss of reputation that would come upon him, in con- 
sequence of it, he laid his head upon his pillow with the tranquil 
satisfaction that he had done what was right in sparing the useless 
effusion of blood. 



Emigrants from the United Kingdom landed at Quebec — 

in 1821, 8,056 

1822, 10,470 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
15/A May, 1848. 
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